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Madam President,

Amnesty International welcomes Nepal’s engagement in the UPR process and its
acceptance! of 195 out of 233 recommendations, including on the right to freedom of
expression, assembly, association and privacy;? addressing impunity for human rights
violations under international law;® investigations on alleged excessive use of force and
extrajudicial executions, of torture and other ill-treatment;* addressing gender and caste
based discrimination and violence;® and protection of migrant workers from abuses.®

The implementation of these recommendations is critical for improving the human rights
situation in the country. We therefore urge the Nepali authorities to take urgent and
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concrete steps to implement all accepted recommendations.

We note with concern that no tangible progress on truth, justice and reparations for the
victims of conflict has been made by the government’ despite similar commitments
made by Nepal in the 2015 review. We urge Nepal to immediately amend the
transitional justice laws in line with international standards and Nepal’s Supreme Court
rulings.

The Government of Nepal has also proposed a series of laws with provisions that would
infringe on freedom of expression and right to privacy—such as the Media Council Bill,
the Information Technology Bill, and the Nepal Special Service Bill.® We call on Nepal
to bring all laws, including the criminal code, in line with international human rights
standards, by removing provisions that criminalize libel or defamation and eliminating
provisions that restrict freedom of expression.

Madam President,

Regrettably, Nepal did not support other important recommendations like acceding to
the Optional Protocol on Convention against Torture;® ratifying the Migrant Workers’
Convention;!® amending legislation that discriminates on the grounds of sexual
orientation or gender identity;!! revising the draft Anti-Torture Bill;!? and removing the
statute of limitations on rape and sexual violence.'®> We urge Nepal to reconsider its
position and to implement these recommendations without delay.

Thank you.
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