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Figures show most executions
are politically related
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Baha'i sources say all these leading members of the Baha'i faith in Iran were

victims of politically motivated executions between June 1980 and January 1982

(except for Dr Manuchir Hakim, circled, who was assassinated). Nine of those in

the lower group photograph "disappeared" and are presumed to have been execut-

ed in secret.

Most of the people known to have
been executed during 1981 lost
their lives for politically motivat-
ed offences, according to infor-
mation compiled by AI.

In an intervention in February
1982 to the 38th session of the
United Nations Commission on
Human Rights, Al said that of the
more than 3,000 known execut-
ions in 1981, over three-quarters
were carried out in cases involving
the real or imputed political acti-
vities of the victims.

Al said that death sentences involv-

ing a political element were often passed
in circumstances in which the legal

process did not conform to the mini-
mum internationally agreed standards
for a fair trial. During periods of
political upheaval and in revolutionary

situations the risk of by-passing these
standards was high.

"Political trials resulting in the inflic-

tion of the death penalty are frequently
conducted in an arbitrary and summary

manner," Al said.
"The Islamic revolutionary tribunals

in Iran, for example, which have juris-

diction over all offences for which the
death penalty may be imposed, lack
the most elementary safeguards for a
fair trial. There is no effective presump-

tion of innocence and no effective right
of appeal against sentence or even

apparently for clemency: political pri-
soners have frequently been executed
almost immediately after imposition of

the sentence. According to some
reports, political prisoners have some-
times been executed without any form
of trial at all.

"In Iran more than 4,200 are known
to have been executed since the 1979
revolution, more than 2,700 of these
executions have taken place since June
1981.

"Political cases in Iraq... [where

more than 300 known executions took
place in 1981] are tried by tribunals
which meet  in camera  and are compos-
ed of representatives of the executive

arm of the government, including mem-

bers of the armed forces. No defence

counsel are permitted and no appeal to
an ordinary court of law is possible.
In some cases death sentences are
carried out within 24 hours, which
leaves little or no time to petition for
pardon or commutation of sentence."

Al cited the case of Abdul Hameed
BALUCH, executed in Pakistan in

June 1981 (see February 1982  News-
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Republic of Korea
Ten POCs freed in amnesty
A total of 298 South Korean political
prisoners or former political prisoners
are reported to have benefited from
an amnesty announced by the govern-
ment on 3 March 1982, on the occasion
of the first anniversary of President
Chun Doo-hwan's inauguration.

The majority of them are former
prisoners whose civil rights have been
restored.

Eight people adopted by  Al  as pri-
soners of conscience who had been
sentenced in 1974 in the People's
Revolutionary Party case were report-
edly released. Others convicted in the
same case had their sentences reduced.
(See  Report of an AI Mission to the
Republic of Korea, 27 March-9 April
1975).  Two other people adopted by
Al  as prisoners of conscience, YE Chon-
ho, former member of the National
Assembly, and KIM Chong-wan, a
member of the League for Democracy
and Constitutionalism, were reportedly
granted a "special conditional release".
Both men had been arrested in May
1980 and accused of creating social
disturbances and conspiring with the
opposition leader KIM Dae-jung to
overthrow the government by force.

Others tried in the same case and
still detained had their sentences re-
duced, including: Kim Dae-jung, from
life to 20 years; LEE Moon-young, to 


eight years; The Rev MOON Ik-kwan,
five years; KOH Un-tae, five years;
LEE Shim-born, eight years; CHO
Song-oo, nine years; and KIM Sang-
hyun, four years—all have been adopt-
ed by  Al  as prisoners of conscience.
(See October 1980, February 1981
Newsletters.)

The sentences passed on 17 prisoners
convicted of involvement in the
Kwangju disturbances in May 1980
were also reduced. They include
CHUNG Dong-nyon, whose original
death sentence had previously been
commuted to life imprisonment; this
was reduced to 20 years. A student
adopted by  Al as  a prisoner of con-
science, his testimony is reported to
have been obtained under duress and
was used against Kim Dae-jung. (See
May 1981  Newsletter.)

Five Koreans normally resident in
Japan, who were sentenced to death  in
separate cases on charges which includ-
ed espionage for North Korea, are re-
ported to have had their sentences
commuted to life imprisonment.

Al  cabled President Chun on 5
March 1982 welcoming the com-
mutations and reductions in sentences
and appealed for the release of those
prisoners it believes are detained for
the non-violent exercise of their right
to freedom of expression0
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Sudan
Southern unity
campaigners
are released
Four leading members of the Council
for the Unity of Southern Sudan
(CUSS) were released without charge
at the end of February 1982. Clement
MBORO, Joseph ODUHO, Martin
MAJIER GAI and Michael WAL had
been detained since December 1981,
when all 21 members of the CUSS
executive were arrested after they wrote
a letter to President Gafaar Numeiri in
protest against a proposal to sub-divide
the South into three new regions, each
with its own assembly. The CUSS
claimed that this would violate the
1972 "Addis Ababa Agreement"
which brought to an end the civil war
in the South and gave the area con-
siderable regional,autonomy.

Sixteen of those arrested were freed
within a few days and only Samuel
ARU BOL was still detained at the end
of February 1982.

Other releases at the end of February
included those of the widows of three
communist leaders executed after an
abortive coup attempt in 1971. Fatima
Ahmed IBRAHIM, Nimat Ahmed
MALIK and a third woman, named
HAMZA, had been detained for six
weeks, after demonstrations against
the arrest in January 1982 of many
political opponents of the government.

Al  appealed to the Sudanese author-
ities in late January to charge or release
the women without delay, after receiv-
ing reports that Fatima Ahmed Ibrahim
was in poor health0

Somalia
Pamphlets lead to death
sentences on three
Three people were sentenced to death
on 20 February 1982 after a one-day
trial before the National Security Court
(NSC) in Hargeisa on charges under the
National Security Law (1970) of "pro-
ducing or distributing seditious pamph-
lets critical of the government". More
than 30 other defendants were sentenc-
ed to life imprisonment.

The defendants were arrested after
taking part in a voluntary self-help com-
munity project, begun in early 1981
apparently with the aim of improving
conditions in Hargeisa hospitals and
schools. The security authorities sus-
pected that their action was politically
motivated. When they were arrested in
late 1981 leaflets critical of the govern-
ment and expressing local dissatisfaction
were reportedly circulating in Hargeisa.

The defendants—all believed to be
civilians, including doctors, teachers,
civil servants, local government officers
and people in business—were tried
before the NSC, which is composed
mainly of army and police officers.
Legal representation is permitted in
the NSC but most legal safeguards for
defendants in civil courts are absent.
There is no right of appeal, although
all sentences are subject to review by
the President.

Al  has appealed to President Siyad
Barre for the death sentences to be
commuted. In the past, death sentences
imposed by the NSC have been reviewed
and carried out almost immediately and
it has not yet been stablished whether
this has happened in the present case
as wellD

Taiwan
Pharmacist is freed
after more than
30 years in jail
A 62-year-old former pharmacist
adopted by  Al as  a prisoner of con-
science was released on parole on medic-
al grounds on 24 February 1982—after
more than 30 years in prison.

WU Yueh-ming was arrested in
March 1950 and sentenced to life
imprisonment for "pro-communist
activities".

After learning that he had cataracts
in both eyes,  Al  appealed to the author-
ities in August and December 1981 to
ensure that he received proper medical
care. He was later sent to various hos-
pitals to be examined0
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Campaign for Prisoners of the Month
Each of the people whose story is told below is a prisoner of conscience. Each
has been arrested because of his or her religious or political beliefs, colour, sex,
ethnic origin or language. None has used or advocated violence. Their continuing
detention is a violation of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. International appeals can help to secure the release of these prisoners or
to improve their detention conditions. In the interest of the prisoners, letters
to the authorities should be worded carefully and courteously. You should
stress that your concern for human rights is not in any way politically partisan.
In no circumstances should communications be sent to the prisoner.

Johnny James ISSEL,
South Africa

A community leader aged 35,
he has been detained without
charge or trial since 2 Nov-
ember 1981, a year after he
had been restricted under a
three-year banning order.

Johnny Issel was detained by security
police on 2 November 1981 and initially
held under a law permitting 14 days'
incommunicado detention. His detention
then continued under Section 10 of the
Internal Security Act of 1950, which
empowers the security police to detain
anyone without charge or trial for an
unlimited period.

No reasons have been given by the
authorities for the detention of Johnny
Issel or other black and white political
activists arrested throughout South
Africa in the last quarter of 1981. Most
of these detainees had not been charg-
ed by the end of February 1981.

At the time of his arrest, Johnny
Issel was restricted under a three-year
banning order imposed in November
1980 which limited his freedom of
movement, association and expression
In particular, it prevented him trom
continuing his direct association with
Grassroots,  a black community news-
letter in the Western Cape.

He had previously been restricted
under a banning order for five years
from October 1973, when he was
Western Cape Regional Organizer for the
black South  African Students' Organiza-
tion (SASO).

He has been detained without trial
a number of times before: he was held
for five months from November 1974
and for a further four months from
August 1976; he was held without
charge for another five months from
May 1980, at the time of the boycott
of schools by "coloured" and black
students in the Western Cape.

He is currently held in Modderfontein
B prison at Benoni, a thousand miles
from Ns home in Cape Town. It is not
known whether his wife or young daugh-
ter have been allowed to see him since
his arrest.

Please send courteous letters appeal-
ing for the release of Johnny Issel and
the withdrawal of his banning order to:
Hon. H.J. Coetsee/Minister of Justice/
Union Buildings/Pretoria/South Africa.

Berthony PIERRE- PAUL,  Haiti
A 23-year-old ethnology stu-
dent, he has been held since
November 1980.

Berthony Pierre-Paul was arrested
when members of the Haitian security
forces raided his home on 28 November
1980; his brother Emackés was arrested
at the same time. Another brother,
Jackson, and his sister Liliane, were
arrested the same day when security
forces raided the independent radio
station  Radio Haiti Inter  and arrested
the staff. (Jackson Pierre-Paul worked
on a magazine and was visiting the
station at the time.)

The Pierre-Pauls were among hundreds
of journalists, lawyers, trade unionists,
workers and students arrested at the time,
some of them members of the  Parti demo-
crate chrétien haitien,  Haitian Christian
Democrat Party; the authorities claimed
they were involved in a communist plot to
overthrow the government.

Emackés Pierre-Paul was freed after
four days' detention. Liliane and Jackson
Pierre-Paul were deported to Curaeao on
25 December 1980.

Berthony Pierre-Paul remained in
detention in the  Penitencier national,
National Penitentiary. It was not until
25 August 1981 that he and 25 others
were brought to trial.

The proceedings lasted until 6.00
am on 26 August and, according to
international observers, did not con-
form to internationally recognized
standards. Berthony Pierre-Paul and
21 others (most of them regarded as
prisoners of conscience by  A I)  were
convicted of arson and plotting against
internal state security, and all were
sentenced to 15 years' imprisonment
with hard labour. A retrial was ordered
on procedural grounds. Meanwhile, it is
understood, the defendants will remain
in detention.

AI  believes that Berthony Pierre-Paul
Fas been detained only because he is
the brother of Liliane and Jackson
Pierre-Paul.

Please send courteous letters appeal-
ing for his release to:  Son Excellence
Jean-Claude Duvalier/President a Vie/
Palais National/Port-au-Prince/Haiti.

Ewa KUBASIEWICZ, Poland

A member of the indepen-
dent trade union organiza-
tion Solidarity, she is serving
a sentence of 10 years' im-
prisonment and five years'
loss of civil rights for martial
law violations.

Ewa Kubasiewicz was summarily tried
and sentenced by a navy court in early
February, following the declaration of
martial law and the suspension of
Solidarity on 13 December 1981.

According to a report on 9 February
by the official Polish news agency  PAP,
she was convicted of having organized
and led a strike in part of the collective
of the Higher Maritime College in
Gdynia after martial law had been
declared. She was also convicted of
having compiled and distributed pamph-
lets containing information the court
considered "liable to provoke public
unrest or disturbances".

None of the available information
suggests that she had used or advocated
violence.

The sentence on her is believed to
be the most severe passed by Polish
courts up to that date for violations of
martial law.

Under summary proceedings neither
she nor her seven co-defendants—who
received prison sentences of from three
to nine years—have the right of appeal.

Please send courteous letters appeal-
ing for the release of Ewa Kubasiewicz
to:  His Excellency, Henryk Jablonski/
Chairman of the State Council/U1.
Wiejska 4-6-8/Warsaw; and to the
Minister of Justice:  His Excellency,
Sylvester Zawadzki/Ministerstwo
Sprawiedliwosci/Aleje Ujazdowskie 11/
Warsaw/Poland.
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Al deals daily with some of the most controversial and sensitive areas in the entire field of human rights: political arrest
and imprisonment, torture and executions. Its work has consistently brought heated reactions from all bands of the
political spectrum over the years.

On the one hand, it has been accused of being "in the keep of imperialist secret services", and on the other, of working
with the Soviet security service, the KGB. Nor has it been enough apparently to point out that attacks from such opposing
points of view might be an indication of Al's impartiality: an aiticle in the Uruguayan newspaper 'El Pais' claimed in 1976
that communist attacks on Al were but a "thin smokescreen", and Afghanistan's 'Kabul Times' in 1981 dismissed Al
reports on human rights violations in countries with right-wing governments as "red herrings".

So, who really runs Al? Does it oppose governments and conduct espionage? Where does it get its money from? The
article below answers these questions and outlines the principles upon which Al is run, how it works and for whom.

Who runs Amnesty International?
AI  does not oppose or support
any particular government or
political system. Its members
around the world include suppor-
ters of differing political systems
who agree on the defence of all
people in all countries against
imprisonment for their beliefs,
and against torture and execution.

The organization plays a speci-
fic role in the international and
universal protection of funda-
mental human rights.

It seeks the release of men
and women detained anywhere
because of their beliefs, colour,
sex, ethnic origin, language or
religious creed, provided they
have not used or advocated vio-
lence. These are termed prisoners
of conscience.

It works for fair and prompt
trials for all political prisoners and
works on behalf of such people
detained without charge or trial.

It opposes the death penalty
and torture or other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment
or punishment of all prisoners
without reservation.

Controversyand criticism

It is obvious that any organization
trying to end imprisonment on racial,
religious or political grounds and to
abolish torture and executions--abuses
which are still commonplace in many
parts of the world—is going to attract
controversy and criticism. The arrests,
tortures and murders are often sanction-
ed at the highest levels of government
and considerable effort goes into pre-
venting exposure of these acts to
national and international inspection.
An obvious method is to try to dis-
credit or cast doubt on the motives
of anyone who tries to find out or
publish the facts about such human
rights violations.

"With total impudence and
insolence, Amnesty Interna-
tional. . . . whose political
affiliation is well known, de-
clares cynically that it is the
Government of Guatemala that
'directs a program of murders
and tortures established by the
government'. The ignorance of
the members of this organiza-
tion which is headed by com-
munists is obvious. . . . it does
not even try to hide its true
Soviet character. . . ."
from the office of the Public Rela-
tions Director of the President of
Guatemala, 1980.

Significantly, few governments have
been able to counter the effect of an Al
report by contradicting any errors of
fact in it- instead, they have tried to
convince the public that Al is run by
foreign spies, dubiously financed or
politically motivated.

None of these charges have ever been
substantiated. They cannot be sub-
stantiated—because they are false.

Al's working methods

The working methods of Al are based
on the principle of international respon-
sibility for the protection of human
rights. The movement tries to take act-
ion wherever and whenever there are
violations of those human rights falling
within its mandate. Since the move-
ment was founded, Al groups have
intervened on behalf of more than
20,000 prisoners in over a hundred
countries with widely differing
ideologies.

A unique aspect of the work of A/
groups placing the emphasis on the
need for international human rights
work is thc fact that each group
works on behalf of prisoners in count-
ries other than its own. At least two 


prisoner cases are assigned to each
group; the cases are balanced geograph-
ically and politically to ensure
impartiality.

There are now some 2,500 local
Al groups throughout the world. There
are national sections in 40 countries
(in Africa, Asia, the Americas, Europe
and the Middle East) and individual
members, subscribers and supporters in
a further I 1 1 countries and territories.

Members do not work on cases in
their own country. No section, group
or member is expected to provide
information on their own country
and no section, group or member has
any responsibility for action taken or
statements issued by the international
organization concerning their own
country.

Who runs the movement?

Al is an open, democratically run
movement. It is not funded or controll-
ed by any government, secret service,
or financial or religious grouping. Its
policy and budget are voted by an
International Council, attended by
delegates from all its national sections.

"Even during its early years
Amnesty International was in
the keep of the imperialist
secret services, first and fore-
most by the Americans, whose
interests it serves. . . . sabotage
against the USSR, including
sending agents and hostile litera-
ture, is an important part of
Amnesty International's
activity."
from the Soviet newspaper krestira,
1980.

A nine-member International Executive
Committee, each a volunteer of diffe-
rent nationality elected by the council
delegates, is responsible for carrying
out the policies and supervising the
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work of the organization's International

Secretariat. In this  way Al's  own mem-
bers control the major decisions and
finances of the movement. These decis-
ions are made independently of any
government, political group, ideology,
economic interest or religious creed.

No paid agents or informers

AI  does not engage in espionage. It
acts openly. It does not have paid
informers inside any country and it
never pays anyone for information. It
collects and receives information from
a wide range of sources: government
publications, newspapers, transcript-
ions of radio broadcasts, court proceed-
ings, correspondence from prisoners,
their relatives and lawyers and from
other human rights groups.

"As for the Amnesty Interna-
tional contention that the
Afghanistan Government had
jailed 12,000 people since the
revolution, Mr Amin said that
the London-based group had a
'fertile imagination and is spoon-
fed by the propaganda centres
of Radio Peking, the BBC, the
Voice of America, Islamabad
and Teheran' ".
from an  Agence France Presse  inter-
view with former Afghanistan
President Hafizullah Amin, 1979.

Al  also sends fact-finding missions
for on-the-spot investigations and to
observe trials, meet prisoners and inter-
view government officials. It does not
send missions to any country without
informing that country's authorities
or getting their consent. As its publish-
ed mission reports show, it frequently
submits its findings to the government
before publication and makes public
any reply it receives.

Independence and integrity

Some government organs have claimed
that individual staff at  Al  's Internat-
ional Secretariat have had close links
with or been officers of national intelli-
gence agencies. There is no evidence to
support this, or to show that anyone
so named has acted in any way pre-
judicial to the independence and integ-
rity of  Al.  The International Secretariat
is alert to the threat of infiltration and
takes steps to protect confidential
sources of information.

Because its International Secretariat
is in London,  Al  has on many occasions
been accused of having a special rela-

tionship with the British Government 


or of being an "agent of the British
crown".  AI  is and always has been an
independent, non-governmental organ-
ization. The movement was launched
with a newspaper appeal in 1961 by a
British lawyer who, within months,
attracted widespread international
support. His legal office served as the
first headquarters. The movement's
International Council has on a number
of occasions considered other cities
as possible headquarters for the secreta-
riat, but has decided that the cost and
disruption to the work caused by such
a move would not be justified.

Over the years  Al  has paid attention
to human rights abuses in the United
Kingdom and territories under its
control—as it does with any country
from which such allegations come.
Considerable world attention focused
on the  Al  reports on torture in Aden
in the 1960s and in Northern Ireland in
the 1970s and  Ars  continuing concerns
with the special trial procedures used
in security cases in Northern Ireland.

Where does Al get its money from?

Al  is financed by its members through-
out the world, by individual subscrip-
tions and donations. Members pay dues
and conduct fund-raising campaigns.
They organize concerts, art and handi-
craft auctions and are often to be seen
on fund-raising drives at street corners
in their neighbourhoods. Most of the
money raised comes from small
donations by individuals.  Al  does not
seek  or  accept  money from governments
for its budget.

In the case of its relief program,
which provides humanitarian assistance
to prisoners of conscience and their

- When the dust settles. . . it
becomes clear that Amnesty
International is dedicated more
to an attack on governments it
does not like than on the de-
fense of the victims of oppress-
ion. . . . Communist govern-
ments which have made Nazi
genocide seem like child's play
receive tender treatment at the
hands of  AL "
columnist Ralph de Toledano,
syndicated feature in the Los Angeles
Evening Outlook,  July 1981.

families, government donations can be
accepted—for example, from thc human
rights fund of the European Communi-
ties- -but no such donation can be 'ear-

marked' for assistance to prisoners in a
particular country and the entire
management of the relief program, as

THE EMPTY SAFE...
Because of the sensitive nature of
its work,  Al  takes great care to pro-
tect its sources of information and
ensure that certain material remains
confidential. From time to time
claims are made that this confident-
iality has been seriously breached
by intelligence-gathering agencies.
One such recent claim appeared in
a book,  Inside Boss,  published in
October 1981.

The author, Gordon Winter, who
says  he is a former agent of the
South African Bureau for State
Security (BOSS),  gives  an elaborate
description of an incident he  says
occurred at the  Al  offices in
London on 20 September 1971.

He  says  a safe was opened so
that "certain documents" could
be photographed and he  goes  into
detail on the consequences of the
fact that the safe could not be
properly closed -again after this was
done.

This  story,  like many other
claims about the "secret" affairs
of  Al,  simply  does  not fit the  facts.

When  Al  moved to offices at
Turnagain Lane, London EC4, pre-
mises it occupied from the late
1960s until 1973, it acquired a safe
left behind by the previous tenant.
There were, however, no keys to
the  safe;  it  was  covered with a
cushion and used as a seat in a
corner of the Secretary General's
office.

Although it was of no use as a
safe and contained no documents,
it was never taken away—A/ could
not afford the removal costs.

with all  Als  work, remains the respon-
sibility of the International Executive
Committee.

To protect the organization's
independence and keep it free from
interference by governments, funding
agencies or pressure groups,  Al  has
adopted strict rules about accepting
donations from any source. These are
designed to ensure that funds received
by any part of the organization do not
compromise it in any way, affect its
integrity, make it dependent on any
donor, or limit its freedom of activity.
The guidelines stipulate, for example,
that any potential donation exceeding
five per cent of the expected annual
income at any level of the organization
must be vetted, if necessary by the
International Executive Committee.

To facilitate public scrutiny of its
finances,  Al  publishes its audited

accounts in its annual report0
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Argentina Egypt

'Disappeared' woman found dead Death sentences
for five
in Sadat caseInterior gave them misleading infor-

mation.
On 17 February the Minister of the

Interior announced that her body had
been found in a Buenos Aires suburb.
According to family lawyers, it had
been found buried on 12 February.

Al  has called for an independent
public inquiry into the circumstances
of Ana Maria Martinez' death.
• During 1981  Al  received reports of
10 abductions in Argentina followed
by "disappearance". Two of the 10
cases were of Chileans who "disappear-
ed" in the Andes. They are believed to
have been handed over to the Chilean
authorities. Six of the victims were
eventually released after being tortur-
ed. One person, Horacio CASTRO, was
seized by agents of the Federal Police
in April 1981; his body was discovered
two days later. On 23 March 1981
Gerardo Maria BRUGO, a 39-year-old
taxi driver, was seized in Buenos Aires
by a group of men whose appearance
and aktions were characteristic of the
security forces. His family have since
had no news of him. A writ of  habeas
corpus  presented on his behalf was
rejected by the courts0
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A pregnant factory worker who had
been active in trade union affairs and a
sympathizer of a socialist workers'
party is reported to have "disappeared"
after being abducted in Buenos Aires
on 4 February 1981. Her body was
found eight days later with gunshot
wounds and signs of torture.

Ana Maria MARTINEZ is reported
to have been abducted at a street cor-
ner at about 8.30 pm. Witnesses say
she was forced into an olive-green car
by an armed man and woman; the car
is said to have been stationed outside
her home the previous day.

On 9 February a writ of  habeas
corpus  was presented to Federal Court
No. 2 in the Buenos Aires suburb of
San Martin. The same day the court
passed the information on to the
Minister of the Interior and the security
forces.

A delegation of lawyers, which made
inquiries about the missing woman after
reading newspaper reports that the
body of a young woman had been found
on 12 February, complained that offici-
als at the provincial police station handl-
ing the case and at the Ministry of the

A Roman Catholic priest of the
Dominican order, Jaroslav DUKA,
was sentenced to 15 months' imprison-
ment on 18 December 1981 for "obst-
ructing the state supervision of the
churches"

He was charged with saying Mass
without state consent, reproducing
religious literature and trying to re-
instate the Dominican order in
Czechoslovakia.

Another Roman Catholic priest,
Frantisek LIZNA, a Jesuit and a signa-
tory of the Czechoslovak unofficial
human rights movement Charter 77,
was sentenced by Prague district court
on 21 January 1982 to a further seven
months' imprisonment for "damaging
the interests of the republic abroad".

He is already serving a 20-month
sentence for participation in the un-
licensed printing of religious literature.
He was detained on 27 July 1981 after
a letter he had written to his sister in
England and copies of unofficial relig-
ious literature were found by police on
two Roman Catholic priests from the

Federal German Republic who had
visited him.

Both Jaroslav Duka and Frantisek
Lizna have been adopted by  Al  as
prisoners of conscience; they have
appealed against their sentences0

Kampuchea
THEAM Sovanneirand, a radio broad-
caster said to have been arrested in
January 1980 for criticizing the govern-
ment, is reported to have been released
in January 1982.

Al  had inquired about her legal
position in a letter to Heng Samrin,
Chairman of the Council of State, in
early December 19810

Change of Address

The new address of the Victorian
branch of  Al  in Australia is:
Amnesty International (Victorian
Branch)/4 Chatham Street/Prahran
3181/Victoria/ Australia.

The Supreme Military Court in Cairo
sentenced five people to death on 6
March on charges of plotting and parti-
cipating in the assassination of the
late President Muhammad Anwar
Sadat at a military parade on 6 October
1981.

The five are: Khalid Ahmed Shawqi
ISLAMBOULI, Muhammad Abdul
Salam FARAG, Abdul Hamid Abdul
Salam ABDUL AL, Ata Tayel Hamida
RAHEL and Hussein Abbas
MUHAMMAD. The sentences await
ratification by President Hosni Mubarak.

Seventeen other accused received
prison sentences with hard labour
ranging from 10 years to life; two
others were acquitted. The prosecution
had demanded the death penalty
for all 24 defendants.

In a cable to President Mubarak
on 8 March,  Al  stated its opposition
to the death penalty in all cases and
appealed to him to commute the death
sentences passed on the five as a
humanitarian measure of clemency, in
accordance with the spirit of the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. (Egypt's ratification of the
covenant comes into force on 14 April.)

In January 1982  Al  wrote to
Lieutenant General Muhammad Abdul
Halim Abu Ghazala, Minister of Defence,
and Ahmed Samir Sami, Minister of
Justice, expressing concern that the
trial of the 24 people accused in the
case was taking place  in camera. Al
was particularly concerned about the
possibility that death sentences would
be passed and about reports of irregula-
rities in the trial proceedingso

Pakistan release: Meraj Mohammad
Khan, of Pakistan, prisoner of the
month in February 1982, was released
from Kot Lakhpat Jail, Lahore, on 11
March after spending over a year in
detention.

Prisoner Releases and Cases
The International Secretariat learned
in February of the release of 93 prison-
ers under adoption or investigation; it
took up 60 cases.

DEATH PENALTY
Al  has learned of 71 people being
sentenced to death in 10 countries
and of 51 executions in four coun-
tries during February 1982.

Czechoslovakia
Priest jailed for 'obstruction'
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The Philippines: torture alleged after

raids by military intelligence agents
Military intelligence agents are reported
to have arrested 25 people in the
Manila area on 26 and 27 January 1982
during a series of raids on private homes
in what was described by the Philippines
official news agency as "joint operat-
ions against communist underground
houses".

Most of the detainees are reported
to have been tortured and at least one—
Alex MARCELINO—was reported to
be still under torture by the time of
going to press in mid-March.

Three of the women prisoners—
Violeta MARASIGAN, Laura Somebang-
OCAMPO and Avelina ENRILE—are
said to have suffered psychological
torture. They are members of the
National Council of Churches of the
Philippines, which has been active in
publicizing human rights violations in
the country. Another detainee, Marco
PALO, is being held in hospital as a
result of injuries allegedly inflicted dur-
ing torture.

Most of the prisoners are being held
in the headquarters of the Military
Intelligence Security Group at Camp
Crame. Others are being held at the
Nichols Air Base or the offices of the
Fifth Military Intelligence Group, the
operating unit of the Intelligence
Service of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, in Bago Bantay, Quezon
City.

The Supreme Court has ruled that
the prisoners should be given access to
lawyers and families once a week.
Despite this, torture is reported to be
continuing. On 11 March the Supreme
Court authorized a medical examinat-
ion of the prisoners by three doctors:
one appointed by the Supreme Court,
one chosen by the prisoners and one
military doctor.

A writ of  habeas corpus  has been
issued on behalf of these prisoners and
a hearing before the Supreme Court
set for 16 March 1982. According to
a report released from the official
Philippines news agency, Noel ETABAG,
Arturo TABARA and Alan JASMINEZ
are accused of being members of the
underground Communist Party of the
Philippines.

Since the publication of the report
of  an AI  mission to the Philippines in
1976, which contained evidence of the
systematic use of torture during inter-
rogation of political prisoners,  Al  has
continued to receive consistent reports
of the use of torture, particularly of
prisoners detained by the Military
Intelligence Group and Military Intelli-
gence and Security Group in Quezon
City.

The names of 23 of the 25 reported
to have been arrested are: Violeta
MARASIGAN; Laura Somebang-
OCAMPO; Edwin LOPEZ; Joseph
OLAYER; Rebecca TULALIAN; Noel
ETABAG; Elizabeth PROTACIO;
Benjamin SESGUNDO; Arturo
TABARA; Belen DIAZ FLORES;
Manuel Mario GUZMAN; Marco PALO;
Avelina ENRILE; Carlos (Charlie)
PALMA; Danilo de la FUENTE; Edwin

A 67-year-old Georgian physician and
historian, Dr Nikolai SAMKHARADZE,
has been forcibly confined in a maxi-
mum security psychiatric hospital for
over a year and a half because of his
dissenting activities.

He is reported to have been arrested
in September 1980 in the Georgian
capital, Tbilisi, and charged with "anti-
Soviet agitation and propaganda". After
undergoing psychiatric examination,
he was ruled to be mentally ill and
therefore "unaccountable" for his
actions, and ordered by a court to be
confined for an indefinite period in a
special psychiatric hospital.

This is the severest form of psychia-
tric detention in the Soviet Union and
is designated by law only for people
who "represent a special danger to
society". Dr Samkharadze is not known
to have used or advocated violence or to
have represented a physical threat to
himself or others.

He is believed to be interned in the
Dnepropetrovsk Special Psychiatric

TULALIAN; Rodolfo ABERCA;
Rodolfo BENUSA; Alex MARCELINO;
Nestor BODINO; Alan JASMINEZ;
Linda FERRER VALMONTE and
Alfredo MANSOS.

Please send courteous letters express-
ing concern about reports that these
detainees have been tortured and urging
that they be humanely treated; ask for
them to be allowed more frequent
access to family and lawyers, that they
be medically examined immediately
and that they be transferred to regular
detention centres. Address your appeals
to:  Mr Juan Ponce Enrile/Secretary for
National Defence/Department of Nat-
ional Defence/Camp Aguinaldo/Quezon
City/Metro Manila/Philippines; and to:
Brigadier General Prospero Olivas/
Commanding General/Philippines Con-
stabulary Metrocom/Camp Crame/
Quezon City/Metro Manila/Philippinesl:

Hospital in central Ukraine.
He is reported to have been interned

previously in a psychiatric hospital in
1959 because of his political opinions.
In the mid-1970s he became a member
of the Initiative Group for the Defence
of Human Rights in Georgia.

AI  regards him as a prisoner of con-
science and believes that he has been
forcibly interned in a psychiatric
hospital for political rather than genuine
medical reasons.

It regularly receives reports of
Soviet prisoners of conscience being
ill-treated in psychiatric hospitals, often
having drugs administered to them
without medical justification.

Please write courteous letters ex-
pressing concern about Dr Nikolai
Samkharadze's welfare and the meas-
ures taken against him because of his
non-violent expression of his political
opinions to:  The Procurator of the
Georgian SSR/SSSR/Gruzinskaya SSR/
g. Tbilisi/Respublikanskaya Prokuratura/
Prokuroru A. BarabadzeD

Soviet dissenter detained
in psychiatric hospital
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Tougher UN enforcement
procedures are needed

Calling for the strengthening of pro-
cedures for enforcing the standards
adopted by the United Nations, AI
has told the 38th session of the UN
Commission on Human Rights that the
UN could not ignore the flagrant viola-
tions of human rights being perpetrated
in many parts of the world today with-
out undermining its credibility.

In a statement from its Secretary
General read to the 38th session on
9 March 1982, Al said many obstacles
potentially stood in the way of the UN
meeting its obligations over human
rights violations.

Most fundamentally, the UN's
responsibilities often brought it into

POLITICAL EXECUTIONS
Continued from page 1

letter), to illustrate the extent to which
the judicial machinery could be used
for political purposes. The name of the
man he was accused of murdering was
changed twice during his trial by a
special military court, when the alleged
victim proved to be alive. Later, the
High Court stayed his execution and
ordered him to be tried before a civilian
court. Two of the High Court judges
were subsequently removed under a
constitutional amendment (see
February 1982 Newsletter). Although
the prisoner was allowed to appeal to
the Supreme Court, he was hanged
before his appeal could be heard.

"While this case is exceptional in the
degree to which the executive can
manipulate the judicial process," Al
said, "there are many other examples
in other countries also where political
motives can be seen to have unduly
influenced a decision."

Al told the commission that in
recent years it had documented execut-
ions of people in different regions of
the world for a wide range of political
actions, including the exercising of
authority under a previous government
refusing to be conscripted into the
armed forces and insulting a head of
state. There had been many executions
of people for activities involving no
more than the non-violent exercise of
their human rights.

While emphasizing the need for
better safeguards for defendants, Al
said the only complete solution to the
problem was the final abolition of the
death penalty0

ABSOLUTE RIGHTS
The rights AI sets out to defend
include those recognized internat-
ionally as absolute and not negoti-
able. It has often felt frustrated at
United Nations inaction and com-
promise, especially when there has
been a need to respond urgently to
gross violations of these absolute
rights. Nevertheless, AI considers
that the UN  has  made positive
advances, particularly in recent
years.

conflict with the narrow political,
economic, military and strategic inte-
rests of governments, Al said. It was
important for the UN to protect its
independence—and that of its staff.
The real source of its strength—its
moral authority—derived from the trust
and respect accorded to it by people,
not governments.

Outlining the positive advances in
recent years by the UN, Al said steps
had been taken—through setting stand-
ards, special studies and the establish-
ment of specific mechanisms — to curb
government abuse of power through the
arbitrary arrest, illegal imprisonment,
torture, kidnapping and killing of those
they governed.

Constructive approach
A constructive approach was also

being pursued in helping to restore
human rights in countries where they
had been grossly abused by previous
governments, such as in Equatorial
Guinea, Uganda and the Central African
Republic.

"Perhaps most positive of all have
been the tentative steps taken towards
enforcing the standards adopted by
the UN. While the special procedures
established by the Commission [on
Human Rights] are vulnerable and
faltering, they have nonetheless per-
mitted a response to several situations
where violations of human rights have
been consistent and gross. These pro-
cedures must be strengthened, not
weakened."

There were governments which con-
sistently undermined the procedures
and refused to cooperate with them.
These same governments often pro-
claimed loudly, both at home and in
intergovernmental fora, their belief in 


and commitment to these standards.
"Such behaviour is incompatible

with the obligations of a member state
and should be regarded as a violation...
of the very spirit of the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights," AI said.

It was now generally accepted,
especially with the coming into force
of the international human rights coven-
ants, that violations of human rights
were of legitimate international con-
cern. Governments often invoked the
spurious argument that such violations
were a matter of domestic jurisdiction
to protect their own interests. It was
the duty of the UN and its members
to reject these arguments for what they
were.

Unacceptable

"Equally unacceptable is the argu-
ment that regional organizations take
precedence over the United Nations,"
Al said.

"Indeed the need for a strong re-
sponse by the UN to the situations of
human rights in the Latin American
countries presently on the Commission's
agenda is essential, since all have reject-
ed the findings of the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights of the
Organization of American States, or
have refused to comply with its recom-
mendations.

"Governments which seek to re-
move these situations from considera-
tion by the UN into a regional organ-
ization where they may have undue
influence should be challenged."

To Ars knowledge the UN had
never addressed a human rights situa-
tion where its concern had not been
warranted and needed and when govern-
ments attacked the UN on grounds of
selectivity, this seemed hypocritical—in
the interest of government and at vari-
ance with the duties of a member state.

"The situation of human rights in
Chile, El Salvador, Bolivia and
Guatemala—frequently cited as examp-
les in the discussion about selectivity—
is grave and the international commu-
nity has a duty to make its concern
known and felt" D
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