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Hopeful news for AMNESTY arrived the other day on the front of this
envelope. One of our supporters in Switzerland sent a Christmas card to a
prisoner of conscience in Spain. It came back from the prison authorities
marked RETURN TO SENDER AS THE CONSIGNEE IS FREE



THE FIRST PHASE
by Peter Benenson

SIX months have passed since the Appeal for1.3 AMNESTY was first launched. During the
last five of these months this fortnightly bulletin
has carried reports of the campaign. Now at the
close of the year, 1961, a new phase is starting.
What was in origin a publicity campaign is being
converted into a fully-fledged international move-
ment with individual and affiliated membership.

The principal achievement of the first phase has
been to demonstrate the need for an international
movement against persecution of people for their
opinions and beliefs. At a period of climactic discord
in international relations, when the influence of the
United Nations has been consistently reduced—and
the International Red Cross frustrated by its limited
constitution—a new initiative is essential.

The wide response to the original Appeal shows
that there are large numbers of individuals and
organisations all over the world who share the view
that it is time that a determined stand was made. The
great majority of those who have responded are
themselves people whose avocation is to write, speak
or otherwise express themselves in public—authors,
journalists, lawyers, preachers, painters and composers.
But, in addition, there has been significant support
from those who have simply been moved by reasons
of humanity—to join in the work of relieving suffering.

For obvious reasons the largest response has come
from Great Britain. But the encouraging feature has
been the way in which interest is steadily developing
overseas. Again, because this bulletin is only pub-
lished in English, the greater part of the overseas
support has come from English-speaking countries.
Even so, as articles are slowly translated the area of
interest widens. And, most significantly, interest is
not confined to any one ideological or geographical
area. At the end of the year we can report for
instance that articles from this bulletin have been
reproduced in the South Korean press, and at the
same time we have had the first semi-official feeler
from the Soviet Union.

The impact made by the Appeal, particularly by
the Human Rights Day ceremony, reports of which
appeared in almost every country, is just beginning
to be felt. One of the first reactions to the letter
addressed on 10th December to all diplomatic missions
in Britain was to bring a request from the Cambodian
Government to investigate the repression of the Kher
minority in Vietnam. On another plane, the lawyers
involved have asked us to consider the case of a man
committed to prison for his religious tenets in Israel.

Throughout the initial phase we have been met with

the criticism that our approach is idealistic—and
hopelessly unrealistic. We accept the first charge and
reject the second. We believe that these first six
months have shown that in an increasingly cynical
world there is a great latent reservoir of idealism
waiting to be tapped. One indication of this has been
in the extraordinary response to the idea of sending
Christmas Cards to those in prison for their beliefs.
At least one prisoner has had more than a thousand
cards addressed to him from all over the world.

AMNESTY, as the new movement is called, enters
its second phase in the same spirit of generous ideal-
ism. Unlike other international organisations it is deter-
mined not to become bogged down in constitutional
wrangles and international power tussles. In the
present very difficult world situation it is essential to
keep the movement one of ideals. At the same time,
it is necessary to use practical and effective methods
to secure the release of those imprisoned for their
opinions or religion.

During the first phase, we have worked out three
such methods. The first is by gaining the co-operation
of press, radio and television in publicising cases of
persecution. At the end of the year we can report
that three programmes are in preparation for broad-
casting on the B.B.C. ; and some of our groups abroad
have made similar arrangements with the1r national
radio and television networks.

The second method is by establishing a network
of groups of THREE, groups working for the release
of three named prisoners. Experience shows that it
takes time to set up effective THREES. In each
country a central office must first be created to
stimulate, service and co-ordinate the local groups.
In Britain we are embarking on a plan to establish
THREES in all the main centres of population during
1962. This method will only become fully effective
when in the course of time the network spreads round
the world.

The third method is by sending representatives
abroad to make direct inquiries and representations
to the Governments involved. This is much the most
expensive part of our work, but in the long run that
which is likely to make the quickest impact.

All these three methods depend upon the mainten-
ance of an up-to-date library of information about
cases of victimisation. The Creation of the "Prisoners
of Conscience Library " has been due to the devotion
of Mrs. Crystel Marsh and her staff of volunteers.
During the coming year it is hoped to expand its
material to include a photographic section, in order

(Continued on page 8)
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Amnesty Notes

R EADERS and supporters of AMNESTY willbe interested to know that the number of
distinguished figures who have indicated their
willingness to sponsor the movement steadily
grows.

In Britain there is a wide range of sponsorship
from leading figures in politics and the churches.
In addition, Benjamin Britten, Lord Birkett,
Gerald Gardiner Q.C. and Henry Moore have
recently been added to the list of sponsors.

In France, Francois Mauriac has agreed to act
as a sponsor.

In Germany. an impressive list of sponsors has
already been drawn up, headed by Dr. Thomas
Dehler, Vice President of the Bundestag, and a
former Minister of Justice, and Professor Josef
Pieper, the leading philosopher.

Serving on the provisional Executive Committee
of the U.S.A. Amnesty group, are Robert Baldwin,
President of the International League of the
Rights of Man, and Norman Thomas, a former
Presidential candidate.

Another gratifying addition to our supporters is
Chief Alfred Luthuli, who made a speech in favour
of Appeal for AMNESTY in a special programme
entitled AMNESTY transmitted by the Norwegian
State Television Service on Human Rights Day.

AA SHTON JONES
is again in jail. Undeterred

..by previous experiences, he set out this winter
once more from Texas to Atlanta. Although he
passed through Louisiana without difficulty, he
was jailed in Jackson, Miss.

After being tried and convicted on the charge,
I think, of disturbing the peace, he was sentenced
to six months in_ jail, but released on $500 bail
which his wife finally raised. After being released
from the Jackson jail on 5th December, he got
exactly 11 miles in the direction of Atlanta, Ga..
when he was arrested in Brandon, Miss., and
charged with speeding and reckless driving; con-
victed and fined $45, which he refused to pay
although he had the money in his pocket.

So he is now working his way out of the fine
at the rate of $3 a day, which means that he
spent Christmas in the Brandon Jail instead of
with his sister in Atlanta.

EATHER ROBERT DAVEZIES is due to be
tried before the Tribunal Militaire de Paris on

9th January 1962, charged with giving aid and
encouragement to the F.L.N.

Father Davezics is 28 years of age and is a
priest of " La Mission de France." It is under-
stood that he became friendly with Algerian
students while studying at the Sorbonne about
four years ago. He left France three years ago.
While abroad, he wrote two books which argued
the case for a peaceful settlement in Algeria from
the Christian standpoint. The first " Le Font "
was published in Paris by "les Editions de
Minuit "; the second " Le Temps de la Justice "
was published in Lausanne.

He was arrested when returning to France at
the end of 1960, and has since been held without
trial at Lyons. It is understood that he is supported
by Cardinal Liénart, Archbishop of Lyons, and
that a number of leading French churchmen will
testify on his behalf. His defence is being spon-
sored by an organisation of French catholics
known as " Comité de Resistance Spirituelle."

AMNESTY has been asked to show its interest
in this case, and has arranged for a British lawyer
to attend the trial.

Further information about the case can be
obtained from the priest's brother : Jean Davezies,
14 •Ave de la Porte de Vincennes, Paris Xlle.

STATEMENT
Man's life is more than monuments,
Man's soul is more than governments.

Whatever the tyranny,
Whatever the future state,
Platonic, welfare, autocratic. Moi, nothing,
Whoever the figureheads and faces
Recognized by hat, cigar, pipe or braces,
Whatever the slogan in the sand,
Freedom, fit for heroes, Christendom,
Workers of the world, just war.

Whatever the creed, the conflict and the cause,
Whatever the prison and the uniformed police,
Whatever the torture or the fears,
Starvation, the living death,
The shocked monotony.

Let is not be that we have learnt to read
In order to fight for what the papers say.

Man's life is more than monuments,
Man's soul is more than governments.

JAMES KIRKUP
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AMNESTY IN 1962

CONFERENCE
PERSONAL FREEDOM IN THE EMERGENT COUNTRIES

The First AMNESTY Conference of 1962

This conference which will have as its chairmen Gerald Gardiner,
Q.C., and Marjorie Perham, will be held in the Niblett Hall, Temple,
E.C.4. on Saturday, January 27th from  11  a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

The speakers include:

DR. A. ALLOTT,  Reader in African Law at the School of
tAfrican and Oriental St dies in London University on

" Principles of Pe sonal Freedom "

AMNESTY'S  own obserier with a first-hand report of con-
ditions in Ghana.

MR. PETER KILNER  of the Arab News Agency on " The
Problems of Personal rreedom—the Situation in the
Sudan."

PROFESSOR STANLEY SMITH,  Professor of Public Law
at London University, will sum up.

Admission to the conference will be restricted to ticket holders
only and we hope, therefore, for a full and frank discussion on the
issues involved.

Tickets, price  2s. 6d. each  can be obtained from AMNESTY
CONFERENCE, 1, MITRE COURT BUILDINGS, TEMPLE,
E.C.4.

All AMNESTY supporters are asked to give the conference their
support.

Light refreshments will be provided in the lunch break at a
small extra charge.

A NEW QUARTERLY
This is the last AMNESTY to appear in its pre-

sent form. From now on news about the move-
ment will come to you through a more substantial
journal to be published every quarter. In it we
hope to carry original articles by our own inves-
tigators in different countries and to give more
information about individual prisoners of con-
science and the work of the movement as a whole
than has been possible in the paper as it stands.

In addition we intend to issue a monthly news
sheet to keep members in regular touch with the
day-today activities of the movement.

BROADCASTS
Two B.B.C. programmes are at present being

prepared. Peter Benenson is working on a half-
hour programme called " The Political Prisoner."
The date of the broadcast is not yet fixed.

On Sunday, March 4th, there will be a pro-
gramme in the " Way of Life " series on the
Home Service in which the Reverend John Pellow,
one of our supporters, will talk about AMNESTY.

Nearer the time of the programmes we shall
be sending you postcards to remind you of the
date and some to send to your friends asking them
to listen.

TALKS
There is a growing demand for speakers on

AMNESTY. The office has drawn up a panel but
further volunteers are needed. They will be given
up-to-date information for any talks they give.

We have found this is an excellent way of
getting the aims of the movement more widely 


publicised and we ask Threes groups to try and
arrange meetings in their areas. We hope to cir-
culate these groups with lists of possible speakers
in due course.

NEW MEMBERS
Early in the New Year we shall be writing to

all our members asking them to join AMNESTY
as members and ensure a regular income and by
recruiting at least one new member a month to
widen the support for the movement.

The minimum individual fee will be £1 a year;
local organisations will be asked to join for £2
and national bodies for £5 a year.

CONFERENCES
In addition, the conference on " Personal Free-

dom in the Emergent Countries " announced here,
there is to be one in the summer on " Personal
Freedom in the Marxist Countries."

The object will be to try and ascertain the
amount of personal freedom to be found in the
Marxist countries after the death of Stalin. Fuller
details will be carried in the March Amnesty
Quartedy.

In the autumn there will be a discussion on
" Personal Freedom in Western Europe."

During these conferences, which are open to
all AMNESTY subscribers, it is hoped to evolve
a clear definition of what is meant by a prisoner
of conscience.
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PRISON CONDITIONS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA
An extract from a letter from a political prisoner in Leopoldov Prison

to the Central Committee of the Committee of Czechoslovakia. Written this
autumn a copy reached Radio Free Europe which published it recently.

You regard prison too light a
punishment for us who are con-
vinced that only in a democratic
order man has all the guarantees
for a full and happy life. And so
you make it even harsher for us.
In your jails and concentration
camps it is not only that the
privileges of political prisoners are
not granted but also the right to
have our own political and philo-
sophical convictions is denied to
us and we are cruelly persecuted
for any expression of our creed.

I have spent a number of years
in solitary confinement. A higher
official of the ministry concerned
declared as a welcome when a
group of political prisoners
arrived in Leopoldov: " You are
not come here to serve your sen-
tence but to perish." Overcrowded
jails and concentration camps, in
a word, graves without crosses and
without names—these indict you.

There was no barbed wire, cor-
ridors, dogs and machine guns in
the Leopoldov prison during the
first republic or during the Second
World War. Only you, the Com-
munists, ordered that the existing
fortress ramparts should be rein-
forced by these, the ramparts
which in themselves were a more
perfect protection against escape
than the prison's walls. Cells with
concrete floors, beds of concrete
and small windows near the ceil-
ing where, in semi-darkness, filth,
cold and dampness prisoners get
food only one day in five, all this
Leopoldov experienced only at the
time of your " humanity ".
Apparently all this was not enough
and you decided, therefore, in
1959: more cells! This time under-
ground for solitary confinement.
Again concrete. In these cells there
is no longer even the small win-




dow near the ceiling and the cries
of the tortured are reliably muted
by four walls.

You are forcing us to live be-
tween four walls, in a space of
eight square metres for months
and years on end. And you have
surrounded us with the scum of
human society. You have in-
structed the most depraved of the
criminals to attack us in the cells
and to insult in our presence
everything we hold dear and
sacrea--our families, the nation
and God, our convictions, our
faith. All has been perfectly cal-
culated. You mostly chose as our
fellow inmates not only people
with the worst character but also
suffering from serious mental dis-
orders. Many of them deserve pity
rather than condemnation. More
than one of them has been in a
mental institution several times.
Even a bad person has the right to
medical treatment if mentally ill.
The law does not permit the im-
prisonment of mentally ill people,
but you not only incarceratc them
but you also abuse them as a
means for the " breaking of the
spirit " of more than one political
prisoner.

Perhaps you will say: No, this is
not true. And it is not true either
that we are so cruel to the pri-
soners in Leopoldov. Thei e are not
only isolation cells but also com-
mon cells there. Indeed there arc
common cells there! You cannot
be without your show window for
official visits, you cannot be with-
out a part to be admired for its
" humanity ". Common cells and
modern halls with lathes operated
by prisoners—modern slaves—
well-kept paths, flower beds, this
is the second, the more humane
face of Leopoldov. There is more 


food there, books, newspapers and
periodicals.

Dcin't be afraid to face the
truth and send a commission to
examine the conditions in Leo-
poldov. Take a look at the " show
window ", but then enter the new
solitary confinement wing. You
might begin with the former
boiler room in the cellar and spend
a few minutes in the small cells
greeting  .ou with stench and filth.
Even in the hottest summer you
would shiver with cold. There the
prisoner must live up to a month,
underfed, in torn canvas rags,
damp, cold and filthy. It is there
that the prisoner is " disciplined "
--and the mentally ill is " cured ".
And also hunger strikes are broken
here. But return to the ground
floor and have the correction cells
opened for you. Take a look at
the ceilings covered with slime,
look at the damp walls and remem-
ber well the picture of these
places!

A bed of concrete, a concrete
floor with gaping holes, a small
hatch near the ceiling. Imagine,
16 hours a day the prisoner paces
the concrete floor, from wall to
wall, to the door and back, again
and again--tens of thousands of
steps, thirty, forty and more kilo-
metres covered over four metres!—
filthy, hungry, deeply humiliated in
an icy and damp cubicle. If he
stays there for five days he eats
only on one of them, he must fast
on the other four.

If you considered this you would
not be surprised about the large
number of prisoners suffering from
tuberculosis in Leopoldov and you
would not have to look far for the
reasons. Many a one of us is
" indebted " to the correction cells

(Continued on page 8)
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Have you joined Amnesty yet ?
rrHE purpose of " Amnesty "
I is to mobilise public opinion

throughout the world in favour
of releasing Prisoners of Con-
science, and effective guarantees
for opinion and religion. Our
job is to set a tide running in
the affairs of the world against
persecution of people for their
ideas, and set up organisms
which over the years may prove
effective in bringing about both
releases and improvements in
the law.

VOU can become a subscriber
to " Amnesty " to help with

the work of collecting and pub-
lishing information about Pri-
soners of Conscience and finding
out the financial position of their
families.

ANYONE can join by paying

EX a minimum of H. This en-
titles him or her to free issues
of the bulletin, to take part in
any special meetings or con-
ferences and to make use of the
library. One pound is the mini-
mum subscription. Donations
over and above are welcome.

To : AMNESTY

(An international movement for freedom of opinion and
religion).

1, Mitre Court Buildings,
Temple,
London. E.C.4.

*I wish to join the AMNESTY Movement (minimum annual
subscription £1) and I enclose cheque/ P.O. for £ s. d.

*I am sending the names and addresses of the following people
who I think would like to hear more about the AMNESTY
Movement.

My name is 	

Address 	

* Delete if inapplicable.

" The Spectator
The first and liveliestof the

British weeklies

Every Friday, 9d.
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THE FIRST PHASE
(Continued from page 2)

to meet the increasing demand for photographs for
publications, television and exhibitions.

But, the most important achievement of the first
phase is intangible. It is the generation of a spirit
of co-operative endeavour which has brought together
men and women of so malloy different views, religions
and nationalities. The outward sign of this spirit
could be seen in the vigil around the Amnesty Candle
of Remembrance on the steps of St. Martin-in-the-
Fields in London on Human Rights Day. In a world
torn by dissension and bitterness Protestant clergymen,
Catholics and Rabbis stood side by side with human-
ists, Conservatives next to Socialists. and White. Black
and Yellow races shoulder to shoulder. If AMNESTY
can succeed in spreading this spirit of tolerance,
mutual respect and charity, then in the long run it will
achieve its aim of guaranteeing the fundamental
freedom of self-expression.

It is now up to all of us who have started this
endeavour to go forward into 1962 with the firm
determination to find the finance necessary to enable
the movement to defend freedom wherever and
whenever and however it is threatened.

RELEASE OF CHRISTOPHER PAYI
We learn from South Africa that Christopher Payi,

whose case we mentioned in a recent issue of
AMNESTY, has been released by the Government.
Our observer there suggests that the movement's plea
for his release had a good deal of influence on official
policy towards Mr. Payi.

We also learn that Peter Benenson's book " Perse-
cution 1961 " (Penguin, 2s. 6d.), the royalties from
which are to go to AMNESTY funds, has been
banned in the Republic of South Africa.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
(Continued from page 6)

and incredible living conditions for tuberculosis and
many other diseases. And if you want to consider
human dignity? Have the report slips submitted to
you by the Warden. Although much is distorted in
them you will learn at least part of the truth, how
many matters are punished by correction in Leopoldov
and considered as transgressions of the prison rules.
You might ask on the same occasion about physical
violence to prisoners, dogs being let loose at them,
how many inmates committed suicide in recent years,
how many have died under suspicious circumstances
and about the annual mortality rate in general.

Talk to the prisoners in the special-regime division.
Ask for details which would give you the exact
picture of at least their malnutrition, tuberculosis and
mental state. You will hardly find such a degree of
malnutrition, such high a percentage of tuberculosis
and mental disorders anywhere else in Czechoslovakia.
This is the extermination division. We are virtually
buried alive there.

I can hardly hope that my lines will meet with
proper understanding on your part and might lead
to an improvement. Why then have I written them?
Only to write them? No, as I said before, they are
addressed to your conscience. If these lines get into
the hands of an honourable, rationally thinking man
I believe he will exert his every effort to make our
living conditions human and to restore dignity to our
lives.

Much must be changed in Leopoldov.
Man must have the right to live. He has the right

of justice, the right of freedom!

PRISONERS RELEASED
IN ALBANIA

T HEquarrel between Albania
and the Soviet Union has

brought a rapprochement with
Greece and some good New Year
news to some Greek prisoners in
Albania.

Last week a 'small number of
shepherds who, with their flocks,
had been kidnapped by Com-
munist guerillas about five years
ago were released by their
Albanian captors.

On Sunday, December 31st. the
news came that some three hun-
dred other Greek prisoners, after
negotiation, were to be allowed to
go back to their homeland in
Epirus.

CONVOYS LTD.

Officially Appointed Travel Agents To

" ODYSSEY "

Head Office

6, Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4.
FLEet Street 4060 (15 lines)

21, Tothill Street,
London. S.W.1.
Trafalgar 5445.

6, Carlton Place,
Glasgow, C.5.

Glasgow South 3325.

17, Merton Road,
Bootle, Liverpool, 20

Bootle 4141.

Worsley Road,
Swinton, Manchester.

Swinton 3221.
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