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INTERNATIONAL NEWS RELEASES

** Colombia - 5 August ** - SEE ITEM SENT OUT IN NEWS SERVICE 157/34. Please note that there may be some changes to this item, I will let
you know what these are as soon as possible.

Kosovo - 20 Septemher - SEE NEWS SERVICE 137/94
Algeria - first week of Octoher - SEE NEWS SERVICE 137/34
France - ** 12 October* - SEE NEWS SERVICE 137/94

TARGETED AND LIMITED NEWS RELEASES
** Bhutan/Nepal - 25 August ** - Document and news service item on the forcibie exile of Nepalese speaking Bhutanese people.

Brazil - 14 September - SEE NEWS SERVICE 137/94

Indonesia - 28 September - LAUNCH OF CAMPAIGN
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COLOMBIA: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL CALLS FOR PRESIDENT T0 LIVE UP TO ELECTION PROMISES FOR IMPROVED HUMAN RIGHTS

On the eve before Ernesto Samper takes over the presidency of Colombia, Amnesty International is calling for him to live up to his election
promises that international law will prevail and human rights be protected in Golombia under his administration.

In his manifesto speech to the Liberal Party Convention in March, Ernesto Samper said: “We are going to make an effort to
defend and guarantee human rights. We cannot allow the great advances spelled out in the constitution of 1391 to be just empty words.”

Yet empty words about human rights protection have been the halimark of previous Colombian Governments. “Many presidents
before Samper have stood by while their security forces killed, “disappeared” and tortured thousands of civilians,” Amnesty International
said.

According to the human rights organization there are three initial steps that the new administration should take to improve the
appalling human rights situation in Colombia:

- Stamp out the impunity with which the military have been allowed to act, by bringing to justice those responsible for human
rights violations and by dishanding all paramilitary groups;

- Guarantee the safety of human rights workers - who are essential in ensuring that human rights are going to be respected in
the country;

- Establish an independent Commission of Inquiry to investigate and identify ways of improving the human rights situation in
Colombia.

As a clear and Immediate demenstration of the new government’s political will to tackie human rights vielations, President
Samper should withdraw the outgeing government’s objections to a draft law to criminalize "disappearances” and sign the law inte
gffect. Former Prasident Gésar Gaviria had rejected the law, previously approved by Congress, on the grounds that It was
"unconstitutional and Inconvenient” despite the fagt that the Colombian Constitution specificaly prohibits "disappearances”.

The human rights organization believes that the international community can also piay a key role in prometing human rights and
supporting the new administration in its work to improve human rights in Colombia.

Amnesty International urges all governments to suspend military aid to Colombia unless firm guarantees can be made that this
aidis not falling into the hands of human rights violators or contributing to human rights violations.

The international community should also acknowledge that the security forces systematically violate human rights and put
pressure on Ernesto Samper’s government to uphold their promises to protect human rights.

Ernesto Samper has promised to impose the “full weight of the law on violators of basic human rights, beginning with those
employed by the state”. He has also said: “There can be no room nor tolerance for paramilitarism or for private justice within a
democracy.”



“If he holds true to these promises, there is a real chance for improvement in the tragic human rights situation in Golombia,”
Amnesty International said.
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