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WEEKLY UPDATE SERVICE 34/93 

 

Contained in this weekly update is an external item on Rodney King in the USA. 

 

NEWS INITIATIVES 

 

UN CAT REPORT - NEW INFORMATION 

 

The dates of reporting to the UN Committee Against Torture have been changed. China is now due to report on 22 April, and Spain on 23 

April. A weekly update item on China embargoed for today accompanies our report to the CAT, and we are currently working on a weekly 

update item on Spain. 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS RELEASES 

 

World Conference - Monday 19 April 

 

A news release and open letter from the Secretary General to all governments of the world was sent to you on Thursday, following 

section suggestions that we target the Geneva Preparatory Committee. 

 

We are currently taking the media pack (for more general World Conference work) through approvals, and hope to have it with you 

shortly. 

 

Chad - 21 April  

 

PLEASE NOTE - a weekly update is being written to update on changes in Chad over the past week. It will be sent out as soon as it's ready - 

to be used in conjunction with the news release and two reports on Thursday. 

 

The document to go with this campaign has been sent out to sections dated February. Please inform your section campaign coordinators 

and anyone else who may receive it that it is EMBARGOED FOR 21 APRIL. 

 

A second short document about recent killings was sent to you by telex, fax or e-mail last week. 

 

Chad Campaign, document, news release, Q&A and ENR. The news release and Q&A have been sent to you.  

 

Bangladesh - 28 April 

 

Document on serious human rights violations in Bangladesh, accompanied by a news release, sent on Friday. Sorry it was so late - this was 

due to staff shortages and sickness in the IS press office. 
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Tadzhikistan - 5 May 

 

Publication and news release on killings in the context of civil war - with striking similarities to Bosnia-Herzegovina. The news release was 

sent out to you on Friday. 

 

Indigenous People - 12 May  

 

News release planned to accompany Focus article on Human rights violations against indigenous people worldwide. Indigenous people will be 

one of the main themes of our work on the World Conference. 

 

Guatemala - 19 May  

 

A document or publication with a news release on a full range of recent human rights violations (in the past year or so) in Guatemala.  

 

Egypt - 26 May  

 

A document or publication and news release on all our concerns in Egypt. These include very high numbers of prisoners and torture. 

 

TARGETED AND LIMITED NEWS RELEASES 

 

Brazil - 7 May 

 

Document on prison massacre, including new forensic information. Weekly update item to go with it will be sent out early next week. 

Sections are also being asked to carry out campaign work in connection with this document. 

 

Unconfirmed news initiatives 

 

News releases or embargoed weekly update items are being considered on the following subjects: 

Malawi (May) 

World Conference (early June, or possibly to coincide with AI's anniversary on 28 May) 

Nagorno-Karabakh (to go with section-level action, late May) 

Aceh, Indonesia (14 July) 
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Section Initiatives 

 

French Section - European Press Officers' Meeting 

 

The second European Press Officers' meeting will take place in Paris this year. The date of this meeting is now fixed for 15 and 16 May as 

the majority of you asked for. It will be focused on two themes: Audiovisual work (production and TV experiences) and how to improve it; 

and the UN World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna.  

 

European World Conference Press Briefing in June 

 

The British Section Press Office has been talking to the EC project office and the Francophone Belgium Press Officer about holding a 

European press briefing in Brussels for MEPs and for journalists who will be covering the World Conference.  The date will probably be 

Tuesday, June 8th in the morning.   The aim will be to look at the EC's role as a whole in terms of its internal shortcomings (Asylum issues, 

etc), external policies - aid/development, etc, and also to look at Europe's role within the UN.  

   Although the idea has been suggested by the British Section, is it hoped that all European Section Press Officers will be interested in 

being involved. For further information please contact either Daphne Davies, in the British Section Press Office or Johannes in the EC 

project office. 
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2. AMR 51/WU 02/93 EXTERNAL 

20 April 1993 

 

USA: LOS ANGELES POLICE TRIAL VERDICT 

 

Two of the four police officers charged with federal civil rights violations arising out of the beating of black motorist Rodney King, 

following a car chase in March 1991, were convicted on 17 April.  

 

 The officers, all members of the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD), had been filmed on video-tape beating King 56 times with 

batons and kicking and stamping on him as he lay on the ground; he suffered multiple injuries, including several skull fractures. 

 

 The taped evidence showed officer Powell striking most of the baton blows; Stacey Koon was the senior officer at the scene 

charged with directing police actions and allowing the beating to continue. The verdict, delivered on Saturday, ended the second trial for 

the officers concerned. Last year they had been acquitted by a mainly white, suburban jury of state charges of using excessive force. 

 

 Amnesty International believes that the force used in this case was clearly excessive and amounted to cruel, inhuman or 

degrading treatment in violation of international human rights standards. "One of the strongest preventive measures against police 

torture or ill-treatment is to bring those responsible to justice," said the organization.   

 

  In June last year, Amnesty International published a report into ill-treatment by police in the Los Angeles area which showed 

that the Rodney King beating was just one of many cases. The report, USA: Torture, ill-treatment and excessive force by police in Los 

Angeles California, suggested that members of the LAPD and Los Angeles Sheriff's Department (LASD) regularly resorted to excessive 

force, particularly in black and latino neighbourhoods. It documented more than 30 cases involving physical brutality, unjustified shootings 

and the use of police dogs to inflict unwarranted injuries on suspects. Several of the incidents took place following car chases in 

circumstances similar to the King case. 

 

 Amnesty International said that steps had been taken to address the problem of excessive force in the LAPD, including 

implementation, or agreement to implement, many of the recommendations made by an independent commission in 1991 (the Christopher 

Commission). However, the LASD had accepted only some of the recommendations of a judicial inquiry into that department. Amnesty 

International has continued to urge full implementation of the recommendations to both departments. It also reiterates its own 

recommendations, which include incorporating UN guidelines on the use of force and firearms into police codes of practice, and introducing 

an independent oversight of complaints against the police. 

 

 Amnesty International said that since its report was published it had received several more reports of excessive force or 

unjustified shootings by police in the Los Angeles area which it was looking into. It believes that more needs to be done, both in Los Angeles 

and nationally, to ensure that such acts will not be tolerated. Ratification of the United Nations (UN) Convention Against Torture and Other 

Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment would be a step in the right direction: the Senate consented to ratification in 1991 

and implementing legislation is pending in the US Congress. 


