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“The d hai are vital. The regul
Amnesty International Newsletter 1s thoroughly

OCTORER 1IN 1 .

miﬂﬂf; the o = Naws In beief = .
Campagn aboiition torture GERMANM DEMOCRATYIE REPUBLIC

. Af hat sppesled or the urgent releam
Ugandan political prisoners of Ray SIPTMANN. o poanes of con
smuggle out plea for help

wienct 1 the Gigoman Democriin
Republe (DR ) believed ta have heen
on hunger sinke since (he baginming of

researched and written without any political bias.
It covers the latest political arrests and trials. It
presents reliable reports of torture and executions.
where.

[t speaks for the victims, every

~ HUMAN RIGHTS HEA

CENTRAL AFRICAN EMPIRE

Hundreds of school children have been arrested and
subjected to merciless treatment. Between 50 and 100
have been killed in prison. Some were bayonetted or
beaten to death with sticks and whips. One witness
counted the bodies of 62 dead children. (June 1979)

AFGHANISTAN

An Al mission met officials and prisoners in Kabul
and confirmed abuses previously reported. [t asked
the government for details on hundreds of prisoners
said to be in custody. (April [980)

EL SALVADOR

In the wake of the assassination of Archbishop Oscar
Romero, lives of other human rights activists in the
country were at risk as the government imposed a
state of siege, news censorship and sent troops into
action in rural areas. (May 19850)

SOVIET UNION

More than 150 people peacefully exercising their
rights have been arrested or tried, sent to prison or
exile or forcibly confined to psychiatric hospitals
in the past nine months. (August 1980)

IRAQ

Reports point to political suspects being poisoned in
custody. Medical examinations have revealed victims
suffering from doses of thallium-—a rat poison that
can lead to a slow and painful death. (October 1980)

PAKISTAN

Hundreds of members of political parties and their
sympathizers are reported to have been arrested in
Pakistan since a Pakistan International Airlines jet was

amnesty
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Survivors tell of terror
in Argentinian camps

Two survivury who escaped {rom secret detention camps in Argentine
have described & paliern of systemalic torfure and brutalily colminal-
ing. they believe, in desth for most of Lhe people thay mel in Ihe

campa.

Their unigue eyewiines report was published by Al on 4 February
and presented 1o 2 news conference in Londoa the mme day by tiw
two men, Oscar Alfredo GONZALEZ snd Horsclo CID DE LA PAZ
Thay spest 15 montha in the campe afler being sbducted within two
werks of each othet in Novembet 1977 in Buenos Alres. They were in
five camps between them and their account provides detalls an
hundreds of prisoners - most of them pow bellaved (0 be dend.
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Oucar AHredo Comdlen (1) nod Hovscie Cid de I Faz whe sarvived fortwy &8

the hands of Argratinies mcwrity focoes.

The repont Hirows mew hight on the
pvauble faie of thourssds of Argestine
vreny who have “disappesred”™ over
the past thaes yoars. L ocal human
rghis groups wy the duapposrancn
1tal pwte than 15,000,

At devaded tu publish 1he Lestimany
uf the two aen afier montia of chack.
wig 1heir accouni gainsl ity own
recunls of people whu heve
“drappeared™ and the walement s of
fotmes prosoney 1. The anganwstion sim
vyl tad welbinfoimed wurors in
Avpeniing amd wa able W conohursie
rmsny of the detmls gven by 1he lwo
e

They come 1o A1 with their testi
ey alter |he orgaairation mued &
sl i 1999 of ] 843 people known Ko
heve “dumppearsd”™ snce the coup

Cogrrighi Rewl Shade

They testdly 10 3 comntend patitin
supeivisnd W e lisulous detail by
miftary and potice viflcers, Tuttute
anud imterrogation wees followed by a
period of what they calt “concenin-
tioa camp™ life with reguial punish-
e Rty and beatings, and finglly, hx
mosd priscoers, “ltanties” The
suphemiam for Jesth. Mo of the
victing had been taben (rom thar
homat ur plaors of work wihuwl any
wmblance of egality by srawd speniy
of the stcwrily loroes

Loatiler, g Y-yrmoid facory
worker whon ha was hidnapped. had
beea scire poiunally in 3 wann. Ha
wile, who he Lays k) mal 12hen part
» politics, was sbducted 3 month
lates. e han heard notheyg of het
wince January 1978, De by Pasz, who

MARCH (540 Volume X Nombet )

Sakharov

exiled
in crackdown

Saviet sckenlist and human rights
actividd Andred SAKHAROV s
sinong mote than 50 Soviet
disenters who sre known (o have
been arresied vr senfenced o
imprisnamenl during the four
monthe altey Al buued jis open
etier to Soviel President Leonid
SREZHNEYV.

D¢ Sabharov was Lakin inlo cudtody
w Mowcow and semi te Live in (he aty
uf Gurky on 21 Janusry . On the 1ame
day, Al wid in s bettes debivered 1o 1he
Soviet Fmbasy in London LAt il was
shocked by the news The ketlee sand
all ihe hnowa Macty dicated thil the
sclion was laken Mciuw of [y
Sakharov'y publc acliviteet in Jefence
of humaa rights tnd that ¥ vontiawened
intemaional humgn rights Insremants
mdsscribed (o by the USIA.

De Szhharev wat sl snpped of
decoratnomy snd awurds previously
cunferrnd on hum by the Sovied
Goverame .

Dr Sabhsroy was nul chaged with
sy cnminal ofTesce or brought before
poowm|.

The st sgamet hin came Jwiing
2 map crackduwn un dimemers wn
the {ISSR tr mhach A1 had called
stentwn on 13 January { Fehruary
Yrwihrtier). At the ciachdown cun:
Linued A compbtd 2 Lint of $1
pruplt hncrwh Lo hawr Been amoied,
watinotd of conlined 10 prychank
iasttutsons i the punod from |
Octobes 1979 10 14 Janvwary 1980 (or
Liw aodvlent #rvercist of hurun
rghisl)

Muntoset wing of the Peronist
Frw v e,

They estumate that BOO people
padaed [hnvugh the camps Iy ware in
during their 1S monthe in ¢aptivity, snd
they provade detals ua more than 300
of them

Both cmn were talien Pt 1 Chad
Athtirr, v buikding s Buewod Al
whh wreed s an it depot for

Piditi ol privone e belpiosd i the
rdlttary conteaied L asits prien
near Kampats have unuggled out 4
1o alieging win-ul haman 1
abegary There dmd calling orn the antee
AALLM &) ot IRy Tl Cor ud uil
feoun aemibhiiat i’

The 10000« wsys that three proonery
dued recanily siter hewng denied
medwal lieatment arnl that othert
sre saefregaly i herause of hanh unn
ditesag in Lhe paven, where sbuut
SHO pobiticnl prisoavery have been hebd

furinily sci iy whe h bagan on
Februsry 4/ beluves thet inany wie in
fuct imprsuned {im therr prigics
belinty rather than any guernity
Invelvernand and it has slupted
sovaral detainers a1 privernan oS
(i M e

Abenat 2000 posliis sl presanry
st belweyed to have beest sriested
Igands during 1781 AT winvestigal
i the caset of sbout 109 of them

A furthat 1,500 prisunees, meagthy
mtmteery o 1h 3on ey Todoer ciptut el
dunng the merthiom of the government

August 10 prdest sgamst tha ¢ondtnom
of hoy deerdrn He ivprrving s 17
marmth weniencd for "ok ement ot
in the ware”

In e sppesl, A7 sires) that the
hunger strike pdded urgeny to the
reed for his prbesse from g detenuon
that asmdtevens the GDFYy mer
rld vral wommiliment s to respet
human rghtal )

FEORRAL AEPURLIC OF GERAMANY

The indatwsn esihar alone on i groups

ihat broaghl Genersl Jarpe VIDFLA w0 wid 20 when he was Lidnapped, wat ) prmoners, whare they wiw their fien
power in March 1976 Wislent kadet and a mewber of (he cuniviwed i bark page

hijacked in March 1981 — bringing the total number

of arrests in the political field since the beginning of
the year to well over 1,000. (May 1981)

VIET NAM

The government has said it is still holding 20,000
prisoners in ‘“‘re-education” camps set up in 1975,
In published correspondence with authorities in Hanoi,

Al called for an end to this system of detention with-
out trial. (July 1981)

o recert months af ki AMIN m Aped 1972 are s ul valy two s Thrt of pRssnes

A Tourth potonet, Phiip LUANDE, Wil detainad without trial - numbey wprcted o arneacted of peditscally
a Kampals lrwder, who wal oo of were chagnd recently miow with molivelsd offen, et wat onue mere
those wha had sgned the Jeltee. s murder They ton have saffered from | reved by 47 in s levger va the Fadena
eponted 10 have e ufdlulll.l'ld it Ficsent Tewnd, 311 trestmwnt and Repubbe of Carmany’s luice

denisd of medu sl tregtment, sfthmygh ul
nalput nlion o 16 Augunt 1981, Ihe ' iy wastet, [n Jurgen MCUMUDE, on

conrd o impeuvesd to e eatend September 1981 A7 belwrer that such
Aiy 1he keiter mas published in the i kate 1980, when the puvrinaens inilateon puasas & threst 1o the prsonesy’

it prnatwnal prees He had heen held granted scceviio the Internationst hoabthe (et June V9B New detier)
' . R NE - & *hRd I* cotnm tras i B 7. el BM™ . ' + s '
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ATESMMINA Bfw iep Al e tgument 1o pedlat oo af groseends fwitit the The defemlanis hid been deained
SSERLUNIOGL, both memben of parli reslts mie pubdy . sad appealing 1w | duting 1980 (e hinuary 198)

mepd, were charped with Incligment e immadwic releose of peophedeton | Newdetter) A1 belwvey they are

to commil viokence, grenied baid In od mrlely for theur politioel opinsas, prisonert of cons ence arrevded fot

ctwt |, but then served with detention arnf aw eoviv amld faur iriml forr gll i her their praceiulty hehl political Debfy

orders under the Public Ondin and diticel prsonery o tHh Facellency On 28 Avgust i cabled Provident Jean

Securily Ad. Dv A Mikon OBOT & Fremsd st ol 1he Clawde DUVALIER of Haits exprening
The prisomert ore alleged 1o hare Republic of Ugand 17$ 014 Souse/ cuncern ot The sentonces and urgwng
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

[n the most severe crackdown on dissenters since 1971,
some 30 signatories and supporters of the unofficial
human rights movement Charter 77 and members of
the Committee for the Defence of the Unjustly Per-
secuted have been arrested on suspicion of engaging
in subversion. Amnesty International believes that
they are being prosecuted for the non-violent exercise
of their right to freedom of expression and hasadopted
them as prisoners of conscience. (July 1981)

SYRIA

Security forces are reported to have killed several
hundred people in the town of Hama on the night of
23 April 1981, According to reports received by
Amnesty International, units of the Syrian Special
Forces secaled off parts of Hama and carried out
house-to-house searches. People were said to have

been dragged from their homes, lined up in the street
and shot. (September 1981)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

In a new report Amnesty International calls for an
independent commission of inquiry into the influence
of FBI activities on the criminal justice system. After
examining thousands of pages of official transcripts
and documents, the organization says the FBI was
responsible for false evidence, harassment and failure

to disclose information in cases of activists from
militant groups. (November 1981)

[RAN

Political prisoners are reported to have died under
torture recently. Some of the victims are said to have

been hanged afterwards to make it appear that the
cause of death was formal execution, More than 200
detatled allegations of torture have been received, in
some  cases supported by photographs and medical
reports. (January [982)

CHILE

Secret police have been accused of subjecting a human
rights activist and an cconomist to torture by electric
shock. During one torture session, according to one
of the victims, the shocks were so powerful that he
began to have heart trouble -and one of his torturers
had to give external heart massage until he recovered.

The torture then resumed. (March 1982)

EXECUTIONS

Most of the 3,000 people known to have been executed
throughout the world in 1981 lost their hves for
politically motivated offences. Frequently the death
penalty was passed after proceedings that did not

conform to the minimum standard of a fair trial.
(April 1982)

POLAND

At least 11 people have been killed and more than
5000 held in internment camps since martial law
was declared, according to official figures. Many are
reported to be held in cold, overcrowded conditions

and fears have been expressed for their health and
safety. (February 1982)

COLOMBIA

One of the principal lawyers defending political prison-
ers has been shot dead in the capital, Bogot4, after
receiving telephoned death threats. His murder is
onc of the most recent in a series of killings and
abductions of political opposition figures and trade
unionists which Colombian security officials have
attributed to ““death squads”. (May 1982)

A subscription to the Amnesty
International Newsletter will bring this
eight-page monthly bulletin to you
direct. The yearly subscription includes
the cost of air mail postage anywhere
in the world. Send in the enclosed

order form together with your payment
today.




controversy &

““As for the Amnesty
International contention
that the Afghanistan
Government had jailed
12,000 people since the

revolution, Mr Amin said

that the London-based
group had a ‘fertile

imagination and is spoon-

fed by the propaganda
centres of Radio Peking,
the BBC, the Voice of
America, Islamabad and
Teheran’

from an Agence France
Presse interview with

criticism

‘““Fven during its early
years Amnesty Interna-
tional was in the keep of
the imperialist secret
services, first and foremost
by the Americans, whose
interests it serves. . . .
sabotage against the USSR,
including sending agents
and hostile literature, is an
important part of Amnesty
International’s activity.’’
from the Soviet newspaper
Izvestiva, 1980.

“With total impudence and
insolence, Amnesty Inter-
national. . . . whose
political affiliation is well
known, declares cynically
that it is the Government
of Guatemala that ‘directs
a program of murders and
tortures established by the
government’. The ignor-
ance of the members of
this organization which is
headed by communists 1s
obvious. . . . it does not
even try to hide its true
Soviet character. . . .’’
from the office of the

former Afghanistan
President Hafizullah Amin,
1979.

Public Relations Director
of the President of
Guatemala, 1980.
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practical information

P A
£ - LL.}' g Each month the Amnesty International Newsletter tells readers
S \é | how they can give practical help to prisoners of conscience and to
Y N -é g those threatened with torture or execution. Every issue includes
- < =l appeals with careful instructions for people to send letters urging
S X rcspect for the victims’ rights.

One prisoner, Julio de Pena Valdez, a trade union leader, has recalled the effect of the
hundreds of letters and cards he received in prison. Seized in mass arrests in the Dominican
Republic in 1975, he was being held naked in an underground cell.

r

«“When the first two hundred letters came the guards gave me back my clothes.
Then the next two hundred letters came and the prison director came to se¢ me.
When the next pile of letters arrived, the director got in touch with his superior.
The letters kept coming and coming: three thousand of them. The President was
informed. The letters still kept arriving and the President called the prison and told
them to let me go. After I was released the President called me to his office tor a
man to man talk. He said: ‘How is it that a trade union leader like you has so many
friends all over the world?’ He showed me an enormous box full of letters he had
received and, when we parted, he gave them to me. 1 still have them.”




