EXTERNL

Al Index: MPE 30/03/91
Pistrib: Pa/sc

Pateg: 30 January 1991

MEPICTHL CONCERN

@1abib LUISSOUECD
£TURISIA

dl is coneegrned at rgports that Habib lassoued, a 33-ygear-old Tunisian gnginger, has been subjected to
torturg and ill-trgatment and is being degnigd medical assistance. Habib lbassougd, an allgged
supporter of the Islamic movement a/-Nahda which is not recognized by the government, was arrgsted
on 14 November 1990 and held at a policg station in Tunis in garde 8 vae [incommanicado] detention for
26 dagys - 16 days begond the 10-dag maximum period allowed by Tunisian law. g was then brought
before the gramining magistratg on 9 Pecember 1990, charged with offences including threatgning state
sgearity and belonging to an unaathorized movement, and transferred from policg custody to the 9
7vril prison in Tunis.

Puring incommunicado detention in policg custody he was allggedly threatened with firgarms,
subjeeted to beatings, glectric shocks, prolonged suspension by the limbs, having his own gxergment
foreed into his mouth, and having pigees of wood foreed into his anus. {Is a regsult of this treatment he
is rgported to suffer from injurigs to the vertgbral column and the lggs, and to be in a gegngrally poor
physical condition. g is rgportedly held in solitary confingment.

His lawyer requested the court to gnsurg that Mr lbassouegd was given a medical gramination and
carg but this request was degnied.

Al is gravely conegrned by these reports of torture.  The organization is urging the Tunisian
aathoritigs to investigate them and is sgegking information on the present statg of health of Hlabib
lsassougd. The organization has previously raised with the Tunisian Government its conegrn at rgports
of torturg but to datg thegse have not begn answered. {Imngsty Intgrnational dogs not know of ang
investigation in the past gegar into numerous allggations of torturg and ill-treatment of detaingegs during
garde a vag detention.

Habib lbassougd has previously begen held as a prisoner of conscignee. g was ong of the
so-callgd "sgearity group” arrgsted on 8 November 1987 and held without chargg or trial until his relgase
in the following year. The aatoritigs accused him of plotting the overthrow of the previous governmnet
of Pregsident Bourghibg. Imngsty Intgrnational beligved that he was held solgly for his political beligfs.






