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  24 April 2006 
 
Further Information on UA 246/05 (MDE 24/087/2005, 21 September 2005) and follow-up (MDE 
24/091/2005, 11 October 2005; MDE 24/094/2005, 1 November 2005; MDE 24/104/2005, 28 November 
2005; MDE 24/008/2006, 26 January 2006) - Incommunicado detention/torture and ill-treatment and 
New concern: Forcible return 
 
SYRIA  Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik (m) aged 20, Somali national 
  Muhammad Isma'il al-Daj (m) aged around 19 
  Muhammad Anis al-Turk (m), aged around 18 

 
The Syrian authorities are reportedly about to forcibly return Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik to Somalia, in violation 
of Syria's obligations under international law. If returned to his country of origin, he would be at serious risk of 
torture and other serious human rights violations as there is no authority to protect him. 
 
Somalia has been without an effective government since the state collapsed into civil war in 1991.  There is 
also frequent faction-fighting and no recognizable system of justice. In the past month, there has been heavy 
faction fighting in the capital Mogadishu and other towns, with scores of civilian and militia casualties.  
 
Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik was recognised as a refugee by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) on 1 April 2006 and is awaiting resettlement to a safe country. The UNHCR continues to 
advice against the return of refugees to Somalia on account of the extreme insecurity in Mogadishu and the 
south. 
 
Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik has been detained in Syria since 6 September 2005. He was held initially in the al-
Fayha Political Security Branch and then in the Far’ Filistin (Palestine Branch) of Military Intelligence in 
Damascus. During February 2006, Amnesty International received news that he was again transferred, this 
time to the Immigration and Nationality Department in Damascus from where he is due to be deported to 
Somalia. His family fled Mogadishu in 1999 when he was round 12 years old. His father is recognised as a 
refugee in the United Kingdom (UK) and the rest of his family who reside in Syria have been granted entry to 
the UK in order to be reunified with him.  
 
Muhammad Isma’il al-Daj and Muhammad Anis al-Turk have reportedly been held incommunicado since 12 
September 2005. According to some reports they were also transferred to Far’ Filistin. More recent reports 
suggest that they may now be in Sednaya prison on the outskirts of Damascus. However, their families have 
apparently been unable to obtain any information on them and their cases including what, if any, charges 
have been brought against them. They remain at serious risk of torture and other ill-treatment. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Torture is widespread in Syrian detention and investigation centres, particularly during pre-trial detention, 
and during periods of incommunicado detention. Over the years, Amnesty International has documented 38 
types of torture and ill-treatment used against detainees in Syria. “Confessions” extracted under duress are 
systematically used as “evidence” in Syrian courts, and the defendants’ claims that they have been tortured 
are almost never investigated.  

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in Arabic, English, 
French or your own language: 
- calling on the authorities to put a halt to the threatened deportation to Somalia of Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik 
as he is recognized as a refugee and his deportation would be in contravention of the customary norm of 



non-refoulement, which places an obligation on all states not to deport anyone to a country where they would 
be at risk of torture, ill-treatment, threats to their lives, or other serious human rights violations; 
- expressing grave concern at reports of the continuing incommunicado detention of Muhammad Isma’il al-
Daj and Muhammad Anis al-Turk, which puts them at grave risk of torture and reminding the authorities that 
the two should be given immediate access to legal representation and family visits as well as any medical 
treatment they may require;  
- urging the authorities to ensure that all three men are well treated and not subjected to torture or other ill-
treatment in detention; 
- calling on the authorities to release the men immediately unless they are to be promptly charged with a 
recognizably criminal offence and given a prompt and fair trial. 
 

APPEALS TO: 
President  
His Excellency Bashar al-Assad  
Presidential Palace  
al-Rashid Street 
Damascus 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Fax:   + 963 11 332 3410 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
Minister of Interior 
His Excellency Major General Bassam Abdel Majid  
Ministry of Interior  
‘Abd al-Rahman Shahbandar Street 
Damascus 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Fax:  +963 11 222 3428 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
Regarding the detention of Muhammad Isma’il al-Daj and Muhammad Anis al-Turk only: 
Minister of Defence    
His Excellency General    
Hassan Ali Turkmani  
Ministry of Defence 
Omayyad Square 
Damascus 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Fax:   +963 11 223 7842 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
Regarding the deportation of Mustafa Omar Abdi Malik only 
Minister of Foreign Affairs  
His Excellency Walid Mu’allim  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
al-Rashid Street 
Damascus 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Fax:   + 963 11 332 7620 
Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
Minister of Justice  
His Excellency Muhammad  al-Ghafari 
Ministery of Justice  
Al-Nasr Street  
Damascus     
Syrian Arab Republic 
Fax:  +963 11 666 2460   



Salutation: Your Excellency 
 
COPIES TO: diplomatic representatives of Syria accredited to your country. 
 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your section office, if 
sending appeals after 5 June 2006. 


