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King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud
The Custodian of the two Holy Mosques
Office of His Majesty the King
Royal Court, Riyadh
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Your Majesty

Raif Badawi, founder of Saudi Arabian Liberals, a website for political
and social debate, has been in prison since 17 June 2012 in Briman,
Jeddah. He continues to face court hearings marred by irregularities
on charges of “setting up a website that undermines public security”
and ridiculing Islamic religious figures. 

The charges relate to articles he has written, including one about
Valentine’s Day (the celebration of which is banned in Saudi Arabia)
for which he was accused of ridiculing the country’s Commission on
the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice. 

I urge you to drop all charges against Raif Badawi and to release him
immediately and unconditionally as he is a prisoner of conscience
detained solely for the peaceful exercise of his right to freedom of
expression.

Yours sincerely,
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