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Israel/Occupied Territories: Start of an Amnesty International research mission

As the human rights situation (s increasingly deteriorating on an
unprecedented scale, an Amnesty International delegation is leaving

today on a research mission to Israel and the Occupied Territories.

The Amnesty International mission -- the ninth of its kind since
the beginning of the mtitada -- will focus on the Israeli Defence Forces'
actions in the Palestinian refugee camps over the last ten days. Amnesty
International's continuing concerns include the unlawful killings of
civilians, arbitrary and wmass arrests, the excessive and disproportionate
use of force, house demolitions and closures affecting residents of villages
and towns in the Occupied Territories, in addition to killings carried out

by armed groups.

The delegation is composed is of David Holley, a military expert,
and Elizabeth Hodgkin, a staff member of the International Secretariat

of Amnesty International.
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For more information please call Amnesty International's press office in London, UK, on +44 20 7413
5566
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