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Egypt: Draft law to curb protests will pave way for further bloodshed

Amnesty International has released the attached Public Statement on a draft law
passed by the Egyptian cabinet and pending final approval by President Adly
Mansour that would arbitrarily restrict the right to freedom of peaceful assembly.

“As well as placing restrictions on the right to freedom of assembly the proposed law
would give security forces a free rein to use excessive and lethal force against
demonstrators — including supporters of deposed President Mohamed Morsi - paving
the way for further bloodshed in Egypt,” said Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui, Amnesty
International’s Deputy Director for the Middle East and North Africa.

“As it stands the draft law fails to meet international law and standards and should
be scrapped immediately. It treats peaceful protesters like criminals and grants
security forces additional powers to crush them.”

For further information or to arrange an interview please contact Amnesty

International’s press office in London on:
+44 (0) 777 847 2126 or email press@amnesty.org
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