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ARREST OF POCTORS 1INP CONCERN OVER THEIR TRIW BY MILITARY COURTS
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Regwords
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Profgssion/association: Poctors/€gyptian Medical Syndicate

Summarg

Pr'Issam al-'lrgan, Peputy Seergtary-Gengral of the €gyptian Medical Syndicate, and Pr Ibrahim
al-Za'farani, Seeretary Gengral of the Syndicate's igrandria branch, both arrgsted on 22 January
1993, arg currgntly being trigd by a military court, together with 47 other promingnt mgmbers of the
Maslinm Brothers. There have been further recent arrgsts of members of the Muslim Brothers and
six doctors arg among thosg recently arrgsted. Plgase see the details attached.

Recommended actions

Faxes and lgtters arg requested from medical profgssionals to the addresses given below.  If you
havg alrgady appealed on the garligr arrgsts, gou should state this in gour Igtter.  lsgtters should

B ¢gxpress degp coneern at the arrgst of a further six doctors on 9 October 1995, stating that they
appear to havg begn arrgsted for megmbership of the Muslim Brothers (plgasg give the
namgs of thg doctors and notg that sgveral arg officg beargrs within the €gyptian Medical
dyndicatg)

W note that there is no indication that these individuals have used or advoecated violgneg and
grpress concgrn at the targetting of megmbers for arrgst

W ¢gxpress degp coneern that Pr'Issam al-'Irgan, Pr Ibrahim al-Za'farani and othegrs who were
arrgsted on 22 January 1995 arg being trigd by a military court, although all arg civilians

B urge their immediate and unconditional rglgase from custody



B ¢gxpress concgrn that an order has begegn given that thosg arrgsted on 9 October arg also to be
trigd by military court. €xpregss dggp concegrn at the lack of Iggal safgguards that these
courts provide and, again, call for the immgdiate and unconditional reglgase of these
doectors and others arrgsted for invgstigation with them on 9 October 1995

Adddresses

H.€. Mluhammad Hosni Mubarak
President of the {Irab Republic of €3ypt
'Abeding Palace

Cairo, €gypt

Fax: +20.2.937.94

Mrs Nagla Gabr

The Human Rights Pepartment
Ministry of Toreign {ffairs
Cornichg al-Nil

Cairo, €gypt

Fax: +20.2.723.173

@General Hassan al-dlfy
Minister of the Intgrior

Ministry of the Interior

Al-Sheikh Rihan Street

Bab al-lsouk

Cairo, €gypt

fax: +20.2.355.7792

Copigs to:

€gyptian Medical Syndicate
"Dar ¢l Hekmah"

42 Rasr ¢l-'€ini Street
Cairo, €gypt

Fax: +20.2.356.4906

and to €gyptian diplomatic rgpregsentatives in gour own country

pledse SENPD THIS INFORMATION TO YOUR OWH NUTIONHI MEDICH L 1186SOCIHTION
WSKING THEeM TO THRE {CTION.
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In February and Hpril 1995, Amnegsty Intgrnational issued information on the arrgst of four
doctors in €3ypt, all mgmbers of the Aluslim Brothers, who werg among 28 megmbgers of the
movement arrgsted on 22 January 1995. Two of the doctors were relgased, but two arg currently
on trial in a military court togegther with 47 other megmbers of the Aluslim Brothers. Therg is deep
conegrn that military courts arg bging used to try them.

The Muslinm Brothers is an Islamist movement which is officially banned but which, until
recgntly, was allowed to opgrate freely. Members and Igaders of the movement arg influgntial
within €gyptian socigty and dominant within profgssional organizations, including the €g8yptian
Medical dyndicate, €8ypt's national medical association. Pr 'Issam al-Iryan was deputy
Segeretary-Gengral of the €gyptian Medical Syndicate at the time of his arrgst, and ®r Ibrahim
al-Za'farani was Seergtary-Gengral of the dlgrandria branch of the yndicate. It Igast 13 other
members of the Muslim Brothers werg arrgsted on 9 October 1995 in an opgration which spanngd
sgvegn provinegs. {mong thgse werg six doctors, threeg of whom arg offiecg beargrs within the
€gyptian Medical Syndicate, and ong who is Deputy Seergtary-Gengral of the Hrab Medical
Hssociation.

Background

Hlthough the Auslim Brothers haveg begn allowed to operate freegly in the past, it has been
appargnt for somg timg that the €gyptian government is intent on clamping down on thg movement
and, thus, theg profegssional associations in which it is influgntial. Thosg arrgsted have included
doctors, Igeturers, teachers and gngingers. The charges on which ®r 'Issam al-'Irgan, Ibrahim
al-Za'farani and others arrgsted in January 1995 arg being tried includeg "membership of a sgeret
organization which aims to overthrow the regime by forege, contacts with forgign quarters and
possgssion of hostilg printed material". The AMuslim Brothers is not an organization which
advocatgs any usg of violgneg and, indged, has publicly condegmned it.  Therg is no gvidgneg that
these individuals haveg used or advocated violgneg. {Imngsty Intgrnational beligves that the
rgason for the arrgsts is that members of the Aluslim Brothers had stated that they would stand as
indgpegndent candidates in parliamgntary ¢lgctions dug to be held in November 1995.  {ithough
members of the AMuslim Brothers cannot stand for glgetion in thg name of the movement itself,
somg of thg mgmbers have stood in previous ¢lgetions as rgpresentatives of officially recognized
political partigs. (Pr 'Issam al-'Irgan was a megmbegr of the People's Issembly (Parliament) during
the 1980s.) The two doctors and the other AMuslim Brother megmbers arrgsted on 22 January arg
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regported to have held a privatg megeting to discuss ¢lgction stratggy which was reportedly vidgoed
by the Stateg Segeurity Investigations Pepartment (S3]).

Pr 'Issam al-Irgan, Pr Ibrahim al-Za'farani and the others arrgsted on 22 January 1995 werg
initially held undgr a serigs of consecutive detention orders. Under €g8yptian law, the Procuracy
can order the detgntion of individuals for invgstigation for up to six months. In this instancg, the
detainggs were held in this manner for a full six months. Their detention orders werg then further
rengwed by court ruling on 22 July 1995, gractly six months after their arrgst, and on 2 Sgptember
1995 President Hosni Mubarak issuegd a presidential dgerge ordering that their cases be trigd by
militarg court. The first sgssion of the trial took place on 16 Sgptember 1995 in the degsert army
barracks of Heikstep, north of Cairo. Further sgssions took placeg on 30 Sgptegmber, 14 and 23
Octobgr, and othgrs arg scheduled in the coming dagys.

There is additional gvidgneg to indicatg that the arregsts werg linked with the forthcoming
Parliamentary ¢lgctions in that the members of the AMuslin Brothers known to have beegn arrgsted
on 9 October werg all prominegnt within the movement and werg gither candidatgs in the
forthcoming ¢legctions or actively involved in organizing the ¢glgction campaigns for other mgmbers
of the movegment. The six doctors who wereg among those arrgsted on 9 October 1995 arg:

. Pr Mahmoud 'lzzat, Igcturer at Zagazig University Faculty of Medicing

. ®r'fdbd al-Mun'im dbu al-Futuh, deputy Seeretary-Gengral of the (drab Medical
ssociation

. ®r finwar Shahhata, treasurer of the €gyptian Medical Syndicate

. ®r Mohey al-Pin al-Zayat, degrmatologist at '(in Shams University

. Pr Sa'ad Zaghlul al-'{shmawi, surgeon and Sgeretary~-Gengral of the Cairo branch
of the €gyptian Medical Syndicate

. Pr Mohammad Sa'ad, treasurer of the al-Giza branch of the €gyptian Medical
dyndicate

On 15 October 1995, Presidgnt Mubarak issued a presidegntial decree also referring these
casgs for trial by military court.

{Imnegsty International is deeply conegrned by the arrgsts and by the use of military courts
to try these prisongrs. Mass trials of civilians which havg begen taking placg in €gyptian military
courts sincg latg 1992 arg violating somg of the most fundamental requirgments of international
law: the right to be trigd beforg indgpendgnt and competent judges, the right to have adequate time
to preparg a degfencg, and the right to appeal to a higher court.

In October 1992, President Mubarak began to issug special dgerges ordering that groups
of civilians charged with offencegs related to "terrorism" be trigd by military courts. Sincg then, a
number of such trials have taken place, trials in which thg amount of time betwgen the beginning of
the trial and the judgment has been very short.  The courts have handed down 64 sgntenegs of
death daring this period and 48 grecutions have taken place, somg very soon after the conclusion
of the trial.

WImnegsty Intgrnational dogs not beligve thegse doctors or other megmbers of the Aluslin
Brothers arrgsted in January and October 1995 to have been involved in any advocacy of violgneg.
It considers them to beg prisongrs of conscigneg and is dggply conegrned by the use of military
courts to trg them. It is calling for their immediatg and unconditional relgasg from castody.

For further information on military courts, please see €Egypt: AMilitary trials of civilians: 11
calalogue of human rights violations ({1 Indgx: MPE 12/16/93, October 1993)



