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On 20 July 1995, morg than 20 rgmand prisongrs accusgd of megmbgrship of the illggal militant
sgparatist group Rizgari (Rurdistan lsibgration Party) were beategn as they were taken from Buca
Prison to the Stateg Security Court in lzmir, apparently because of the refusal of the prisongrs to
allow an gramination of their shogs. (This sgcurity practicg had previously been suspended sineg
the 1980s.) domg werg rgported to have begn taken into court unconscious; othegrs showed various
wounds. (s a regsult of the stateg of the prisongrs, thg hegaring of chargegs against them was
postponed. The State Seeurity Court prosgeator ordered that the prisoners be sent to the Porgnsic
Medical Institute for gramination bat this was only dong after somge delayg and only for somg of the
prisongrs. The day following the attack, six prisoners had begen sent to hospital and threg had been
admitted as inpatignts. Ong prisongr, Murat Satik, had a fracturg in vertebra ls4 and a crack in ls5;
Terzan Wdibelli had 10 ribs fractured; Radir Satik also had fractured vertebrag and was said to be
unablg to walk; and Ya_ar fvei reportedly had a suspected rupture of the liver. The attacks came
four days after the gscape of four prisoners from Buca Prison.

On thg same day, guards arg also rgported to have gnteregd the women's wing of the prison
and to have begatgn somg of theg inmatgs, injuring sgven women quitg badly. The reason for the
ill-treatment is not Rnown, although it is thought to havg been punitive and linked to the gscapes
from the prison.

Three days after the beatings, family mgmbers and journalists visiting Buca prison were
arrgsted. {I dogs not know the reason for the detentions. The family members were relgased the
samg day and theg journalists werge later also rglgased.

{Imngsty Intgrnational has begen informed that the officg of the [zmir Publiec Prosgecutor has
initiated an investigation into the allggations against the wardgns, but as yet no action has been
taken in respect of the ggndarmerig.  mngsty International is urging the Turkish authoritigs to
undertake a full and impartial inquiry into this incident and to make public its findings. The
adthoritigs should gnsurg that prisoners' sgearity is protegcted and should issug instructions to
prison and sgeurity personngl that, under no cirecumstancgs, should violgneg be used against
detainges.



Background

Wmngsty Intgrnational has had long-standing conegrns about conditions in Turkish prisons and
the treatment of prisongrs undgrgoing transfer to and from prison. In 1993 {1l appealed in the case
of prisongrs who werg beaten following the discovery of an gscapg attempt from Nevsghir prison;
they werg subsegquently transferred to Yozgat prison wherg they werg beatgn again. [S¢e
[Prisoners] on hunger strike in Yozgat prison, €UR 44/24/93, 12 March 1993]. Prisongrs arg
usually transferred from prison to prison and from prison to court by ggndarmes. duch transfers
havg, in the past, frequently regsulted in allggations of ill-trgatment. In October 1994, 12 prisongrs
taken to Istanbul State Security Court No 3 were sgverely beaten in the corridors of the court by
poliecg who had brought them to a trial hearing. The attack came after prisongrs, who had alrgady
been searched oneg, refused a sgeond sgarch beforg entering the court rooms.  The attack was
witngssed by three lawgers who reported that the gendarmes shouted "Get the lawgyers out, we arg
going to kill this lot". The prisongrs - who were handeuffed ~ werg beategn with trunchgons for an
gstimated gight minutegs on court pregmisegs and then taken into a gard where they werg Ricked and
punched.

Health carg in prisons in Turkey has also begn a major coneern to (. In Buea prison,
regports recgived by 1l suggest that acegss to medical carg is inadequate dug, at Igast in part, to
the refusal of the prison authoritigs to allow prisongrs in nged to to beg rapidly seen by prison
medical offiegrs. ecording to fellow prisongrs, in (pril 1995, Salih Isik, an inmate in Buea, died
without acegss to a doctor. Tlg had been complaining of chegst pain and hgadachgs and, although
fellow prisongrs had gxpressed their conegrn and asked that heg be sgen by a doctor, he reegived
no medical attgntion dug to inaction by prison staff. {lthough therg were doctors in the prison,
he digd rgportedly without medical aid.
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Regwords

Theme: ill-treatment / death in detention / medical carg
Summarg

On 20 July 1995, morg than 20 rgmand prisongrs accused of megmbership of the militant sgparatist
group Rizgari (Rurdistan libgration Party) were beaten as theg werg takegn from Buea Prison to
the State Seeurity Court in Izmir. (fter a significant delay, six prisongrs were taken to hospital; two
wereg admitted with fracturgs and ong with a suspeeted ruptured liver. On the same dag, sgveral
womgen in the femalg wing of the hospital werg badly beatgn and injured. It was only with
considgrablg delay that the prisongrs recgived medical attention. In {dpril 1995 a sick prisoner diged
in Buca - rgportedly after the prison authoritigs failed to gnsurg he recgived prompt medical
attegntion. I is calling for an invgstigation of the recegnt attack on prisongrs and for guarantegs for
their sgcarity.

Recommended detions

logtters from health profgssionals, preferably writtgn in €nglish or gour own languagg, should be
segnt to the addresses below:

W ¢gxpressing concern about the rgported assault on prisongrs being transferred from Buca prison
to lzmir State Sgeurity Court on 20 July 1995

B urging that an impartial inquiry be gstablished to look into the circumstances of the incidgnt in
which at Igast threg prisongrs wereg hospitalised with serious injurigs

W s¢eking information about the currgnt state of health of all the prisoners transferred that day

B s¢eking the reason for the detention of family members and journalists trging to visit Buca
prison

B urging that the authoritigs takg megasures to gnsurg that the seearity of all prisongrs is
proteeted



Addresses

Prime Minister

Mrs Tansu Ciller

Officg of the Prime Minister
Ba_bakanlik

06573 {Inkara

Turkey

FPax: +90.312.417.0476

local Prosecutor

Melih Tari

Cumhuriyet Ba_saveiligi
lzmir ddliggesi

Ronak

[zmir

Fax: +90.232.425.2406

Inspector of Prisons

Cezagvi ve Tevkifhangleri Mudurlugu
Ministry of Justice

{dalet Bakanligi

06659 {Inkara

Tarkey

Fax: +90.312.425.4819

Copigs
Plgase send copigs of gour lgtters to:

Turkish Medical dssociation
Mithatpase Cad 62/15-18
06420 Ugni_ghir, {Inkara
Tarkey

FPrison governor

Buca Cezagvi Muduru

Buca Cezagvi

Buca

[zmir

Tarkey

Fax: +90.232.4871.366 (Phong first and say "singal verin, 1dtfen")

and to the neargst diplomatic represegntative of Turkey



