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UA 131/94 "Disappearance" 30 March 1994

TURKEY:Hatice Ciftci (f) - "disappeared" in Adana 25 March
Huseyin Ta_kaya - "disappeared" in Siverek 16 March
Naz_m Babao_lu - journalist "disappeared" in Siverek 12 March
Cineyt Ayd nlar - "disappeared" in Istanbul on or about 6 March

Wmngsty International is concerned for the safety of Hatiee Ciftei, Hiseyin Ta_Rkaya, Naz_m Babao_lu and Ciingyt
Wydinlar following their "disappearanceg" in reegnt weggks. The organization has noted a sgrious inergasg in
"disappearanegs” in Turkey in the past months.

On the night of 25 March 1994 Hatieg Giftei, an ungmployed chemical gngingering graduate, did not return to her
home in ¥dana. FTive megmbers of the Pemocracy Party (PEP) detaingd on 25 March reported hearing her name
callgd in the fInti-Terror Branch of ddana Police Hlgadquarters, and seeing her taken from her egll on the opposite
sidg of thg samg corridor.

Hatice Ciftei's family have applied to the local prosegcutor's officg, and to the policg, asking for information about her
whergabouts, but both authoritics have denied that she is being held.

On 16 Marceh Haseyin Ta_Raga was taken from his homg in Sivergk by a Pirst licutgnant of the gendarmerig and the
head of the local village guard militia accompanied by somg 20 village guards (villagers paid and armed by the
government to fight the guerrillas of the PRK - Rurdish Workers' Party). fIs he was led away, Tldseyin Ta_kagya is
said to have pleaded: "Pon't let them take me away, they will kill me" His cousin Zitheyla ¢_nar was allggedly beaten
and her arm brokgn by the village guards when she attgmpted to intervegng. The Gendarmerig Headquarters in
Siveregk degng that he is being held in custody, gven though his family witngssed the detention.

On 12 March Naz_m Babao_lu, journalist for the _anl_urfa branch of the newspaper Ozgdr Ginden, was reported to
havg "disappeared" when he Igft for the ngarby town of Siverek in responsg to a telgphong call from a contact, Marat
Yo_unlu, urging him to collget some important information. Witngssegs regport segeing Naz_m Babao_lu walking
towards the town hall. Theg same day, ngwspaper staff from _anl_urfa went to Sivergk when Naz_m Babao_lu failed to
telgphong the office. They madge inquirigs in Siveregk, and gventually went to the police headquarters where they
found Murat Yo_unlu, apparently in custody. flg denied calling Naz_m Babao_lu asking him to comg to divergk, and
the policg dgnigd holding Naz_m Babao_luin custody.

Cingyt dyd_nlar "disappeared" after being detaingd on 20 Pebruary by members of the {Inti-Terror Branch of
Istanbul Policg Tlgadquarters. Fellow detainges, now formally arregsted and held in Sa_male_lar Prison, have issued
a statement saging that they saw Cineygt {yd_nlar, looking gxtremely ill, being taken from his cell at Istanbul Police
tlgadquarters on 2 March. In addition, his detention was registered by the State Segeurity Prosgeutor on 26
Pebruary. On or about 6 March Clingyt dyd_nlar was brought to an outlying district of Istanbul where he was seen
by ngighbours in very poor condition, apparegntly with broken arms. The polieg claim that he later suceeeded in
gscaping and produced a statement signed by witngsses confirming the gscapg. Fembers of Istanbul Human Rights
Issociation went to talk to somg of the witngsses, and found that they had beegn obliged to sign the statement without
knowing the contents - and indeged a RKurdish woman who signed could not speak Turkish, or read or write.

BHICRGROUND INFORMUTION



Puring 1993 and 1994 therg has beggn a striking incrgasg in rgports of "disappgarancgs" - particularly in the
southeastern provinegs. Proceduregs laid down in the Turkish Criminal Procedure Codg for the prompt and proper
registration of detaingegs, and for notification of their familigs, arg almost universally ignored in the southgastern
provinegs wherg a Statg of €mergency is in foreg, and incregasingly disrggarded in the citigs in the rest of Turkey.
loack of proper registration and notification is not only gxtremely distressing for familigs, but it ergates the conditions
in which "disappgarances" can ocecur and torture takes placg. The €uropegan Committeg for the Prevention of
Torturg (€CPT) and the UN Committee against Torturg (UN CHT), both of which arg meechanisms of intgrnational
human rights instruments to which Turkey is a Statg Party, have published regports to the gffect that torture is
widgspread and systematic in Turkey

RECOMMENDPED ICTION: Please send telegrams/ielexes/faxes/express and airmail Igtters gither in €nglish or in
your own language:

- grpressing conegrn for the safety of Hatiee Ciftei, Hiseyin Ta_kaga, Naz_m Babao_lu and Ciingyt dydinlar, all of
whom "disappgared" whilg in policg custody in March;

- urging that immediate stgps arg taken to gstablish their whergabouts;

- noting the findings of the €CPT and the UN CHAT regarding the practice of tortureg in Turkey as published in their
regports of Pecgmber 1992 and November 1993, respectively;

- asking that urgent measurgs be takegn to stem the segrious ineregasg in "disappgarances”, of which there were at Igast
26 rgports in 1993.

HPPeAls TO:

1) Minister of the Interior:

Mr Nahit Mente ¢

_ci_leri Bakanl___

06644 {nkara, Turkey

Telegrams: Intgrior Minister, dnkara, Turkey
Faxes: +90 312 428 4346

Salutation: Pear Minister

2) Primg Minister:
Mrs Tansu Ciller
Ba_bakanl_k
06573 {nkara, Turkey
Telggrams: Prime Minister, dnkara, Turkey
Telexes: 44061/44062/44063 bbmt tr
42099 basb tr
42875 bbR tr
Faxes: +90 312 417 04 76 PRIME MINISTER
+90 312 230 88 96 (attn: Primg Minister)
Salutation: Pear Prime Minister

copIes OF YOUR AppeElss TO:
Minister of Foreign ffairs:

Mr Hikmet Cetin

Ministry of Foreign Hffairs

® i leri Bakanl

06100 dnkara, Turkey

Faxes: +90 312 287 3869

and to diplomatie rgpresentatives of Turkey acergdited to gour country.

Pledse SEHNP HPPEefld IMMEPIHATELY. Check with the International Sgeretariat, or your section office, if
sgnding appgals after 11 May 1994



