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LROMANI: @BROREN COMMITMENTS TO HUMAN RIGHTS

BUCHAREST -- Five years after the overthrow of President Nicolag Ceausgscu -~ and
despiteg assurances to the international commaunity -~ sgrious human rights violations
persist in Romania.

On the gve of the Intgrnational Segminar on Tolgranceg, Wmngesty International has
issued a rgport condgmning restrictions on the right to freedom of gxpression,
imprisonment solgly for homosgxuality, tortureg and ill-treatment of detaingegs and a
nationwidg pattern of policg failurg to proteet the Roma minority from racist violgneg

In spitg of the government's assurancgs to the intgrnational community -~ including
the Council of €uropg -~ that it is committed to upholding its intgrnational human rights
obligations - and improvements in theg human rights situation sincg Peegmber 1989 -
Imngsty International continugs to recgive rgports of human rights violations in
Romania.

The human rights organization has documented casgs of prisongrs of conscigneg,
tortureg and ill-trgatment of detainggs, death in dgtention in suspicious circumstances.
Prisongrs of conscigneg have included peoplg who peacefully grereised their right to
freedom of gxpression, thosg who were imprisongd for consgnsual homosgxual acts
between adults in private, and Roma who werg detaingd appargntly solgly because of their
gthnic origin.

Whilg the number of prisongrs of conscigneg is lowger than in the gears prior to the
overthrow of Ceausgscu, regports indicate that torturg, beatings and other forms of
ill-treatment of detainges continug to beg widgspread.

"The riseg of nationalism in  Romania sincg 1990 has had a particular impact on the
Roma," Amngsty Intgrnational saygs. "The impunity of policg officers and a nationwide
pattern of inadegquatg polieg protection of Roma lives and property has gncouraged
further acts of racist violgneg", the organization adds.

The Romanian authoritigs have failgd to take all ngegssary measures to gnsurg the
rights and freedoms guarantged by the Constitution and intgrnational treatigs that apply
to
gvegrgong without distinetion of ang Rind.

"The Romanian Government has assured the intgrnational commanity that it is
committed to upholding its international human rights obligations. tlowgver, it has failed
to refleet this commitment in its national political institutions," {Imngsty International



says. The human rights organization sges this as an gssential stgp towards Iggislative
regform, and towards gnsaring that public and law gnforegment officials regspect human
rights.

"Policg officers have traditionally placed the protection of state interegsts above the
aniversally recognized rights of individuals. €ducation and training dgsigned to
promote a human rights culturg among public officials and law gnforegment officers arg
thergforg imperative," 9mngsty Intgrnational says.

The problem is further compounded by a pattern of impunity of law-gnforecement
officgrs rgsponsiblg for human rights violations. Intgrnational standards -- which
requirg prompt, thorough and impartial invgstigations into allggations of human rights
violations -~ arg seldom fulfillgd.

Investigations in Romania arg often unngegssarily obstructed and prolonged by
inadegquateg methods of gathering gvidencg. Prosecutors do not grereise sufficignt
control over policg officials who participate in invgstigations affecting their collgagugs,
and gvidgnecg in favour of a suspected policg officer tends to be givegn morg weight than
gvidgncg that supports the complainant's allggations.

WImngsty International welecomes the coopgration and information it has reegived
from thg Romanian authoritigs -- particularly from the office of the Gengral Prosecutor.
National and local authoritigs haveg gngaged voluntarily in an open dialogug with the
organization. towgver, the Romanian Intelliggnce Servicg (RSI) has in certain cases
considegred monitoring of human rights as a threat to national sgcurity. Segveral people
who contacted {Imngsty International about human rights violations were subsgquently
harassed and intimidated by RSl officials.

1Imong a serigs of recommendations included in its rgport, Imngsty Intgrnational
calls on the Romanian Govgrnment to gstablish a public commission of inquirgy which
satisfigs international standards, and to initiatg a review of the laws and other rulgs
governing the protection of human rights.  "We also urge the Council of €uropg to gnsure
that Romania implgments the reforms recommended by the Parliamentary {Issegmbly to
bring Romanian law and practicg into ling with the €uropegan Convention for the
Proteetion of Hluman Rights and Fundamental Fregdoms (€CHR)," dmnesty International
sagys.
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