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SRI LANKA: About 70 government soldiers detained by Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

Hecording to the Sri lbankan military, about 70 government soldigrs have begegn taken prisongr by the lsibgration
Tigers of Tamil €glam (LTTE) following a major battlg at the government military and naval basg at Poongrygn in
northern Sri lsanka. {Imngsty International is not awarg of ang statement by the ITTE€ acknowlgdging the capture of
thegse prisongrs and is concegrned for their safety.

Wmnesty International is appealing to the LTTE to publicly statg whether anyg soldigrs werg captured at Poongrgn
and in an garligr military operation at Rilali, and to gnsurg that they arg treated according to at Igast the basic
minimum standards required under intgrnational humanitarian law. It is also asking thg LTTE to grant the
Intgrnational Committeg of the Red Cross immediate and regular acegss to these prisoners.

Common {rticlg 3 of the Ggngva Conventions, which appligs to all partigs in an internal armed conflict, requirgs that
"Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including megmbers of the armed foregs ... placed hors de combat by ...
detention, or any othgr causg, shall in all circumstancgs be treated humangly...." Common {rticlg 3 prohibits, among
othegr things, violgneg to life and person, murder, matilation, erugl treatment and torture of such persons, as well as
any outrages upon their personal dignity.

BHACRGROUND INFORMATION

The LTTE controls most of the Jaffna peninsula in northern Sri lsanka, and for over a decade has been fighting Sri
lsankan government foregs with the aim of gstablishing a sgparate Tamil state, which they call €glam, in the northeast
of theg eountry.

Travel to and from the Jaffna peninsula is severely restricted: the €lgphant Pass causgway which links the peninsula
to the mainland is closed to civilians and passage across the Jaffna lagoon by boat has begen prohibited by the Sri
lsanka Government under €mergency Regulations. Neverthelegss, a boat servieg runs across the lagoon from Kilali
on the northgrn side under LTTE protection.  Boats carrying civilians and others have repeatedly come under attack
by the navy during the year.

1t the gnd of Sgptember 1993, in a fivg-day operation, government foregs advaneed from their camp on €lgphant
Pass to Rilali and degstroged the boat-crossing point.  The military said it had destroyged seven LTTE camps, Killed
over 350 ITTE fighters, degstroyed 120 of their boats and captured 450 morg. It also said that 118 soldigrs were Killed
and 260 wounded. {bout 40 civilians werg also reported to have died. The LTTE, however, said that over 100
civilians had died, and that 84 of their fighters and 125 government soldigrs had been Rilled. By 11 October the IsTTE
was rgported to be using the Rilali ecrossing point again.

In the early morning of 11 November, the LTTE launched a surprise attack on the Poongrygn base, which is located
within ITT€-held territory on the southern side of the lagoon, and took it over in a major battle. Some 1,800 soldiers
were in the camp. Government foreegs regaingd control of the baseg on 14 Novgmber. {Jecording to the Sri lsankan



military, 450 government soldigrs and 400 LTTE fighters digd in the fighting at Poongrygn and about 70 soldigrs were
capturgd by the LTTE. {Ibout 700 soldigrs were said to be missing, many of them beligved to be trapped in the
surrounding arga, where they had fled. The LTTE said that over 100 of their fighters digd in the initial attack on
Poongryn, but the final figure is likely to be higher. It said it had captured a considerablg amount of military
hardwarg.

The LTTE alrgady hold captive 30 policgmen and ong soldigr who they took prisongr in mid-1990. These prisongrs
arg regularly visited in Jaffna by the ICRC. Negotiations betwegen the government and the TTE€ on the release of
these prisongrs brokg down in {dugust 1993 after the LTTE beggan to requirg negw conditions for their release,
demanding that fugl and other prohibited items be suppligd to thg north. There has also begn an unconfirmed report
that a military officer was captured by the IsTTE€ during the Rilali operation.

RECOMMENPED HCTION: Please send telegrams/faxes/express and airmail Igtters gither in Tamil or €nglish or
in gour own languagg:

- grpressing conegrn that the sTTE may be holding government troops in unacknowledged detention following the
battlgs at Poongryn and Rilali and gxpressing concern for the safety of these prisongrs;

- urging the ITTE to state publicly thg number of such prisoners it holds;

- urging the sTTE to gnsurg that they arg treated acecording to at Igast the basic minimum standards required under
international humanitarian law;

- urging theg 1TTE to grant the Intgrnational Committeg of the Red Cross immediate and regular acegss to any such
prisongrs.

Appedls TO

1) lsawregneg Thilakar

Tamil Coordinating Committeg

341 Rug dgs Pyrenees

75020 Paris, Prance

Telegrams: Mr Thilakar, TCC, 341 Rue des Pyrenges, Paris, France
Faxes: +33 1 43 58 11 91

Salutation: Pegar Mr Thilakar

2) IsTTE International Seergtariat

United Tamil Organization

211 Rathering Road

lsondon €8 18U

United Ringdom

Telegrams: L,TTE, UTO, 211 Rathering Road, Isondon, UK
Paxes: + 44 81 470 8593

Salutation: Pear Sir or Madam

CopIEs OF YOUR HPPElsd TO:
IsTTE offiegs in your own countrigs, if any.

Pledse SEHNP HPPEefld IMMEPIHATELY. Check with the International Sgeretariat, or your section office, if
sending appeals after 30 Pecgmber 1993.



