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Further information on UA 246/99 (ASA 28/09/99, 20 September 1999) and follow-up 

(ASA 28/10/99, 22 September 1999) - Fear of ill-treatment/ 

prisoners of conscience 

 

MALAYSIAPeople detained in connection with demonstrations in Kuala Lumpur  
 

Amnesty International fears that more people will be arrested and ill-treated 

in detention, after police announced that they are seeking to question at least 

34 people in connection with the demonstrations that took place in Kuala Lumpur 

on 19 September 1999. 

 

This week eight people have been remanded in custody until 1 October for 

questioning under the Police Act. They include four leaders and two members 

of the opposition party Parti Keadilan Nasional (PKN), National Justice Party: 

Ruslan Kassim, PKN chief of information; Hanafiah Man, PKN Perak State 

information chief; Lokman Noor Adam, PKN Johor Youth chief; N. Gopalakrishanan, 

PKN Youth assistant; PKN members Mohd Zubir Mohd Yusof and Urmia Mat Zaid; 

and Jamal Abdul Nasir Ahmad and Mustaffa Ahmad. 

 

Fourteen people detained between 19 and 22 September (see previous update) 

were charged with attending an illegal assembly or failure to disperse from 

an assembly, and were released on bail on 25 September. They will go on trial 

in January and February 2000, and face fines of between two and ten thousand 

ringgit (US$526 and $2632) and up to a year’s imprisonment if convicted. Among 

them are seven leaders of the opposition, including Parti Keadilan Nasional 

vice chair Tian Chua; PKN youth leaders Mohamed Ezam Mohammad Nor and Mohamed 

Azmin Ali; human rights lawyer Sivarasa Rasiah; Parti Islam seMalaysia Central 

Committee member Dr. Mohammad Hatta bin Ramli; Zulkiflee S. M. Anuarul Haque, 

cartoonist for political journal Harakah; and former student activist 

Hishamuddin Rais. Mohamed Azmin Ali, Hishamuddin Rais and Mohamed Ezam Nor 

face two separate charges for attending unlawful demonstrations. Police are 

reportedly still investigating the case of two minors detained at the 19 

September demonstration, who have been released on bail.  

 

Officials have warned that civil servants taking part in demonstrations may 

be sacked, and those found to be involved in “anti-government” activities have 

been demoted or transferred to other departments. Amnesty International remains 

concerned that the authorities may have detained opposition leaders and others 

who participated peacefully in the public gathering in an attempt to intimidate 

the opposition to stop them exercising their rights to freedom of association, 

expression and peaceful assembly. The organization considers anyone who has 

been detained solely on account of their peaceful participation in a public 

assembly to be a prisoner of conscience. 

 

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send faxes/express/airmail letters in 

English or in your own language: 

- urging the authorities to immediately and unconditionally release all those 

detained for peacefully exercising their rights to peaceful assembly, freedom 

of opinion and association at an opposition demonstration on 19 September 1999; 

- urging that pending their release, they are not ill-treated in detention- 

and are given immediate access to their families, independent lawyers and 

medical attention; 
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- expressing concern at reports that demonstrators have been beaten by police, 

and calling for a full and independent investigation of these reports and for 

those responsible to be brought to justice;  

- urging that the Royal Malaysia Police exercise maximum restraint in their 

treatment of demonstrators, and act at all times in accordance with 

international standards on the use of force and firearms by law enforcement 

officials; 

- urging the authorities to respect the right of Malaysians to engage in peaceful 

assembly. 

 

APPEALS TO: 

Minister for Home Affairs 

Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 

Minister of Home Affairs and Deputy Prime Minister 

Jalan Dato’ Onn 

50502 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Faxes: + 60 3 230 1051 

Salutation: Dear Minister 

 

Inspector General of Police 

Tan Sri Norian Mai 

Ibu Pejabat Polis Persekutan 

Bukit Aman 

Kuala Lumpur 

Malaysia 

Faxes:  + 603 2910707 

Salutation: Dear Inspector General 

COPIES TO: diplomatic representatives of Malaysia accredited to your country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, 

or your section office, if sending appeals after 10 November 1999. 


