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Japan: Amnesty International welcomes Japan’s acceptance of 
recommendations to establish a National Human Rights Institution in 
accordance with the Paris Principles but regrets Japan’s rejection of 
recommendations regarding abolition of the death penalty 
 
Human Rights Council adopts Universal Periodic Review outcome on Japan 

 
Amnesty International welcomes Japan’s acceptance of recommendations to establish a 
National Human Rights Institution in accordance with the Principles related to the status of 
national institutions (Paris Principles).1 We call on Japan to give immediate effect to these and 
other recommendations accepted during the review.  
 
Amnesty International deeply regrets Japan’s rejection of recommendations made by more than 
20 states regarding the death penalty, including to introduce a moratorium on executions with 
a view to full abolition.2 We also sincerely regret Japan’s rejection of recommendations to 
abolish the substitute detention system (daiyo kangoku) or bring it into line with international 
standards.3  
 
Amnesty International deplores Japan’s rejection of recommendations to accept responsibility - 
including legal responsibility - for Japan’s military sexual slavery system, and to take 
appropriate measures to restore the dignity of the survivors, including by providing adequate 
compensation.4 Amnesty International has previously raised concerns that the denial of justice 
by the Japanese government only compounds the human rights violations committed against 
the women. Recent comments by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe that he wants to “revise” previous 
apologies extended to the survivors5 are a worrying sign that Japan will continue to deny justice 
to the survivors, as is the statement in the Addendum that the issue “should not be politicized 
or turned into a diplomatic issue”.6 
 

                                                 
1 Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, Japan, A/HRC/22/14, 14 December 
2012, recommendations 147.47 (Nepal); 147.48 (Spain); 147.49 (Nicaragua); 147.50 (Tunisia); 
147.51 (Ukraine); 147.52 (United Kingdom); 147.53 (Benin); 147.54 (Burkina Faso); 147.55 (France); 
146.56 (Indonesia); 147.57 (Jordan); 147.58 (Malaysia); and 147.59 (Mexico).    
2 A/HRC/22/14, recommendations 147.6 (Rwanda, Switzerland); 147.7 (Uruguay); 147.8 (Australia); 
147.93 (Italy); 147.94 (Namibia); 147.95 (Netherlands); 147.97 (Argentina); 147.98 (Australia); 
147.99 (Mexico); 147.100 (Italy); 147.101 (Ireland); 147.102 (Germany); 147.103 (France); 147.104 
(Finland); 147.105 (Norway); 147.106 (Portugal); 147.107 (Slovakia); 147.108 (Slovenia); 147.109 
(Spain); 147.110 (Switzerland); 147.111 (Turkey); 147.112 (United kingdom); 147.113 (Austria); and 
147.123 (Belgium).    
3 A/HRC/22/14, recommendations 147.116 (Spain); 147.117 (Switzerland); 147.18 (Norway); 147.119 
(France); and 147.120 (Germany).   
4 A/HRC/22/14, recommendations147.145 (Republic of Korea); 147.146 (China); 147.147 (Costa 
Rica); and 147.148 (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea).   
5 Will Japan retract its sex slave apology?, http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/regions/asia-
pacific/japan/130103/Shinzo-Abe-sex-slave-apology-comfort-women-WWII, accessed 14 March 2013; 
and Japan's nationalist prime minister wants to revise war apology,    
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/japan/9774285/Japans-nationalist-prime-minister-
wants-to-revise-war-apology.html, accessed 14 March 2013.  
6 Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, Japan, Addendum, A/HRC/22/14/Add.1, 
8 March 2013, paragraph 147.145. 
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It is a cause for concern that many of the recommendations made in Japan’s 2012 UPR were 
also made during its first review in 2008. It is very disappointing that not only has Japan 
failed to address issues such as the death penalty, the daiyo kangoku detention system and 
sexual slavery in the intervening period, but that the government has yet again refused to 
accept recommendations made by the international community during the review. Amnesty 
International urges Japan to reconsider its position on these issues.  
 
Background 
The UN Human Rights Council adopted the outcome of the Universal Periodic Review of Japan 
on 14 March 2013 during its 22nd session. Prior to the adoption of the review outcome, 
Amnesty International delivered the oral statement above. Amnesty International had earlier 
submitted information on the situation of human rights in Japan: 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/ASA22/007/2012/en  
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