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TLX 06/91      Trials 6 February 1991 

 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA :  CHEN Yanlin 

                              ZHANG Yafei 

  
 

Two more people held for their activities during the 1989 pro-democracy 

movement, Chen Yanlin and Zhang Yafei, went on trial in Beijing on 5 February, 

according to an official notice announcing their trial outside the Beijing 

Intermediate People's Court. 

 

 Chen Yanlin and Zhang Yafei face two charges: carrying out 

"counter-revolutionary propaganda and agitation" and "organising and leading 

a counter-revolutionary group", the notice said.  No further details were given 

about them.  According to China's criminal law, the latter charge carries 

sentences ranging from five years' to life imprisonment. 

 

 These two cases bring to 21 the number of people tried since December 

1990 for their activities during the 1989 pro-democracy movement.  Official 

sources have so far announced the verdicts against 17 of those tried, 12 of 

whom were sentenced to prison terms.  Sentences have been handed down between 

one and ten days after the beginning of the trials. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Trial procedures in China do not conform to international standards for fair 

trials.  Defendants may be unable to obtain the assistance of the lawyers of 

their choice and to call defence witnesses.  In trials of other dissidents 

held in January 1991, defendants reportedly had to submit their defence 

statements to the court in advance for approval. 

 

 Amnesty International is concerned that Chen Yanlin and Zhang Yafei may 

be prisoners of conscience detained for the peaceful exercise of fundamental 

human rights and that they may be denied fair and open trials in accordance 

with international standards for fair trials. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Telegrams/telexes/faxes/express and airmail letters: 

 

- urging the authorities to make public the trial proceedings against Chen 

Yanlin and Zhang Yafei and the evidence on which the charges against them are 

based; 

 

- urging the authorities to ensure that their trials are open to the general 

public and conducted in accordance with international standards for fairness 

and to allow international observers to attend the trials. 



 
 

  2 

 

APPEALS TO: 

 

LI Peng Zongli   (Premier) 

Guowoyuan 

Beijingshi 

Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo 

People's Republic of China 

 

Telexes:  210070 FMPRC CN or 22478 MFERT CN               

   

CAI Cheng Buzhang              (Justice Minister) 

Sifabu 

Sanlihe 

Beijingshi 

Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo 

People's Republic of China 

 

Telexes:  210070 FMPRC CN or 22478 MFERT CN        

(Please forward to Cai Cheng Buzhang) 

 

LIU Fuzhi Jianchazhang   (Procurator General) 

Zuigao Renmin Jianchayuan 

Beijinghsi 

Zhonghua Renmin Gongheguo 

People's Republic of China 

 

Telexes:  210070 FMPRC CN or 22478 MFERT CN 

(Please forward to Liu Fuxhi Jianchazhang) 

Faxes:    +86 1 512 1158       

 

COPIES TO: 

 

JIANG Zemin Zhongyang Weiyuanhui Zongshuji 

Beijingshi                          

Zonghua Renmin Gongheguo            

People's Republic of China  (PARTY GENERAL SECRETARY) 

 

SHAO Huaze Zong Bianji    (CHIEF EDITOR, PEOPLE'S DAILY) 

Renmin Ribao 

Jintaixilu 2 

Chaoyangmenwai 

Beijingshi 100733 

People's Republic of China 

 

and to diplomatic representatives of the People's Republic of China in your 

country. 

 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY.  Check with the International Secretariat, 

or your section office, if sending appeals after 20 March 1991. 

 


