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MEDICHL LETTER WRITING 1ICTION
@WAING Juntao
£People's Republie of CHING

Reywords

Theme: ill-health/POC/ fair trial
Summary

Wang Juntao, aged 32, has been held sincg Novgmber 1989 for  his rolg in the pro-degmocracy protests
in Beijing in Jung 1989. flg was charged with "counter-revolutionary propaganda and agitation" and
"conspiring to overthrow thg government". On 12 February 1991 Wang Juntao was segnteneed to 13 gears'
imprisonment with 4 gears' degprivation of political rights. Imngsty International has Igarned that Wang
Juntao is ill with hepatitis and is urging that hg be guaranteed adequate medical carg and regular acegss
to his wife and family. dmngsty Intgrnational is also urging his relgase on the grounds that the charges
laid against him relate solgly to thg non-violgnt gxpression of his political beligfs.

Recommended detions
€xpress letters and telggrammes are requested from medical profgssionals to the addregsses below:

B saying that gou arg writing about the casg of Wang Juntao, arregsted in Novgmber 1989 in conngction
with pro-dgmoecracy protests in Beijing in 1989

B noting reports that he is suffering ill-health dug to hepatitis

B s¢eking details of his pregsegnt condition and asking for assurancg that he will recgive all ngegssary
medical carg, including acegss to specialist doctors if ngegssary

B protesting that Wang Juntao is imprisoned solgly for his peacgful political views and should be
reglgased immediatelg and unconditionally.



Addresses

Premiegr

loi Peng Zongli

Guowoyuan

Beijingshi

Zhonghua Regnmin Gonghegguo
People's Republic of China

Minister of Justicg

Cai Cheng Buzhang

Sanlihg

Beijingshi

Zhonghua Renmin Gonghegguo
People's Republic of China

Chgn Minzhang Buzhang
Minister of Health
Weishgngbu

44 Houhai Beigan

Gulou Xidajig

Beijingshi

People's Republie of China

Please sgnd copigs of your Igtters to:

SHHO Huaze Zong Bianji
People’s Pailg[Renmin Ribao]
Jintaixi lu

Chaoyangmenwai

Beijingshi 100733

People's Republie of China

China Paily[zZhongguo Ribao]
15 Huixin Pongjic

Chaoyang Pistrict

Beijing 100029

People's Republic of China
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Pate: 13 February 1991

MEPICTL CONCERN

WHANG Juntao
People's Republic of CHING

Wang Juntao, aged 32, was arrgsted in Novegmber 1989 for his rolg in theg pro-dgmocracy movement in
China which culminated in the large-scalg protests in Tiananmen dquarg and the subsequent erushing
of the protest by the People's drmy on the night of 3/4 Jung 1989. In November 1990 his relatives were
told that he had begegn charged with "counter-revolutionary propaganda and agitation" and "conspiring
to ovgrthrow the government”. On 12 Pebruary 1991 Wang Juntao was sgntegneed to 13 gears'
imprisonment with four years' dgprivation of political rights. dmngsty Intgrnational has now recgived
information that Wang Juntao is ill with hgpatitis, although no further details arg availablg. Wang Juntao
was permitted to see his wife on 9 Pebruary 1991 for the first time sineg his arrgst. The organization is
arging the authoritigs to guarantge that Wang Juntao recegives negegssary medical carg, and is permitted
visits from his wife and familg and acegss to a Iggal adviser. Imnesty Intgrnational have adopted Wang
Juntao as a prisongr of conscigneg and arg calling for his immediatg and unconditional relgase.

Background

Wang Juntao is an geconomist who, at the timg of his arrgst, was working at the Beijing Resgarch Institute
of docial and €conomic dcignegs, and was gditor of the €conomics Weekly.  Tlg was arrgsted in garly
November 1989 in southern China toggether with Chen Ziming and segveral other peoplg who werg trging
to Igave China via Hong Kong. Regarded by the authoritigs as ong of the main "instigators" of the
studgnts protests, he was, with Chen Ziming, ong of the most wanted men in China after the erackdown
of 4 Jung 1989. tlis name appgeared on a list of intellgctuals for whom "intgrnal” (non-public) arrgst
warrants werg issuegd by the Ministry of Public Security in Jung and October 1989.

Wang Juntao had been involved in unofficial movements for dgmoeracy sincg 1976 when, at the age
of 17, he was imprisongd after taking part in peaceful dgmonstrations held in Tiananmen Squarg in Hpril
1976 against the rulg of the "Gang of Pour" and in support of Peng Xiaoping who had then fallegn from
powgr. Following his relgase, he joingd the Communist Youth lsgague and entered Beijing University in
1978. tlg was again active during the "dgmoecracy wall" movement of 1978-79, founding and editing the
anofficial journal Beijing Spring. In 1980, he presented himself as a candidate in local ¢glgetions held in
the Beijing University district.



Together with other inteligetuals, hg was actively involved in the 1989 pro-dgmocracy movement,
and is said to have begn closg to some student Igaders. Hg was subsequently accused by the authoritigs
of being ong of the "black hands" who pulled strings "beghind the scgngs" of the democracy movement.

Wang Juntao is held at Qinehgng prison, north of Beijing. Pespite numerous requests, his wifeg, Hou
Xiaotian, was not allowed to visit him in prison until 9 February 1991 after he had beecome ill. On 10 July
1990, Hou Xiaotian madg a public appeal to the authoritigs to relgase her husband or give him a fair
trial. In it she said:

"fs a citizgn, as a family megmber of ong who is detaingd, | have my rights to appeal to the Party, the
people and the government. Firstly, | appeal for fair and just treatment of Wang Juntao and all other
innocent intellgctuals. Wang Juntao was always reasonable. The moreg gou arrgst reasonablg men like
him, theg morg unrgasonablg peoplg therg will be in socigty, the morg unstablg glgments will gmerge.
dlso | appgal to the gntirg socigty to proteet the treasurg of our nation -- its talgnt -- and pregserve their
right to contribute their talgnt to the peoplg and country that they so love. If there is a trial it should be
condueted by the people ... tlg [Wang Juntao] never advocated turmoil, was negver involved in ang
conspiracy, mueh Igss is organizing a counter-revolutionary rebellion". (The lsondon Indgpegndent, 11
Julyg 1990).

mngesty Intgrnational is concerned that Wang Juntao did not reegive a fair trial.  Under
procgdurgs for trial gstablished in Chingsg law, therg is no right to be presumed innocent before being
proved guilty and in practicg the verdict and the sgntgnce arg gengrally determingd beforg the trial
hearing takes placg. Most political trials arg closed to the public, with only the defendant's close
relatives allowed to attend. The defendants mag not always choosg their own lawygers and may have to
acegpt ong appointed by the statg.  Furthgrmore, lawgers arg usually unablg to challgnge the
lggitimacy of the indictment and limit their rolg to ong of mitigation. ecording to reports, the
audthoritigs have appointed a group of state lawyers to rgpresent detainggs at the trials of individuals
charged with "counter regvolutionary” offegnces related to the gvents of 1989.

The United Nations Body of Principles for the Protection of Wil Persons under fng Form of
Petention or Imprisonment state the following with regard to medical carge:

Principle 24

7 proper medical examination shall be offered to a detained or imprisoned person as prompily as
possible after his admission to the place of detention or imprisonment, and thereafter medical care and
treatment shall be provided whenever necessary. This care and treatment shall be provided free of
charge.

Principle 25

7 detained or imprisoned person or his counsegl shall, subject only to reasonable conditions to gnsure
security and good order in the place of detention or imprisonment, have the right fo request or petition
a judicial or other authority for a second medical gxamination or opinion.

Principle 26

The fact that a detained or imprisoned person anderwent a medical gxamination, the name of the

physician and the results of such an gxamination shall be dulg recorded. 1iccess to sach records shall
be ensured. Modalities therefor shall be in accordance with relevant rales of domestic law.



