AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE

10 January 2002
Al Index ASA 04/001/2002 - News Service Nr. 5

News Flash

India/Pakistan: Landmines will only increase deaths and maiming
of civilians

Amid reports that both India and Pakistan are using landmines to secure their
common border, Amnesty International called on both governments to
reconsider their decision and join the global trend to outlaw these weapons of

indiscriminate destruction.

The two governments’ decision reverses progress made since the Ottawa Mine
Ban Treaty outlawed the use of anti-personnel land mines in 1997. The treaty
has been ratified by 122 countries around the world; neither India nor Pakistan
are parties to the treaty. Both countries produce and stockpile landmines despite
the halt in the international trade in anti-personnel landmines after the Ottawa

treaty.

Amnesty International as a member of the International Campaign to Ban
Landmines urges all governments to ban the use, production, stockpiling, sale,
transfer or export of anti-personnel landmines and to sign, ratify, implement

and monitor the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty.
\ENDS

public document

For more information please call Amnesty International's press office in London, UK, on +44 20 7413
5566
Amnesty International, 1 Easton St., London WC1X ODW  web : http://www.amnesty.org



