EXTERNL

Al Index: AMR 51/42/93
Pistrib: PE/SC

To: Medical profgssionals
from: Medical Office / Research Pepartment - Imericas
Pate: 18 May 1993

MEDICTHL LETTER WRITING 11CTION
Bobby shaw
UsM (Missouri)

Regwords

Theme: death penalty/mental illngss/mental handicap

Summarg

Bobby Shaw, a 43 year old black prisongr, is held in Potosi Prison, Missouri, undgr sgntgneg of
death. The gxeeution is set for 9 Jung 1993. Therg is a considerable body of evidgnce that he is
mentally ill, megntally retarded' or both. Amngsty Intgrnational is urging that his sgntgnce be
commuted.

Recommended detions

logtters from medical profgssionals, preferably written in €nglish, otherwisg your own languagge,
should bg segnt to the addrgsses below. Plgasg use fax or grpress lgtter whergver possiblg.

fIppeals to Governor Carnahan:

B urging that he grant clemegney to Bobby Shaw and commutg his death sentgneg to ong of
imprisonment;

Appeals to the Board of Pardons and Paroles:

B gxpressing concern that Bobby Shaw is scheduled to be grecuted on 9 Jung 1993 and urging that
they recommend that the Governor grant clgmency;

rIppeals to both:
H noting that Bobby Shaw is bordgrling mentally retarded and has beggn diagnosed as suffering
from mental illngss including possiblg schizophrenia. (Jou could megntion thg number of

rgputablg opinions testifying as to his mental state.)

W citing the relgvant international standard (UN €COSOC resolution 1989/64) on gxeeution of those
suffering "mental retardation or grtremely limited mental competence”.

1 In the USA, the term "mentally retarded" is used in legal circles when referring to cases of persons

with limited capacity to learn (known in the UK as "mental handicap" or "special learning difficulties")



Addresses

The Honorablg Mgl Carnahan Salutation: Pegar Governor
@Qovgernor of Missouri

PO Boxr 720

Jefferson City

MO 65102, UsH

Telegrams: Governor Garnahan, Jefferson City, MO 65102, USH

FPaxes: +1 314 751 2128

Telgphong: + 1 314 751 3222

Mr Cranston Mitchell Salutation: Pear Mr Mitehell
Chairman
Missouri Board of Pardons and Parolgs
PO Box 267
Jefferson City
MO 65102, USH
Telggrams: Chairman Mitehell, Missouri Pardon Board, Jefferson City,
MO 65102, USH
Faxes: +1 314 751 4099
nglgphonz: +1 314 715 2389, +1 314 715 4949

Copigs to

Hewspaper:
Ransas City Star
1729 Grand Wvenug
Ransas City

MO 64108, UsH

and to diplomatic repregsegntatives of the U acceredited to gour country.

Plgase cheek with the Intgrnational Segergtariat, or gour section offieg, if sgnding appeals after 9
Jung 1993.
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Pateg: 18 May 1993

MEPICTHL CONCERN

Bobby Shaw
UsM (Missouri)

Bobby Shaw, a 43-ygar-old prisongr, is held in Potosi Prison, Missouri under segntgncg of
degath. flg was convicted and sgntgnced to degath in 1980 for theg murder of a whitg prison officer
in the previous year. tis grecution is set for 9 Jung 1993. There is a considgrablg body of
gvidegneg that he is mentally ill, megntally retarded or both.  {Imngsty Intgrnational opposgs the
degath pgnalty without rgservation and is urging that his sgntgncg bg commuted. In this particular
casg, thg organization beligvgs that the gxecution of Bobby Shaw would conflict with intgrnational
standards on theg gxegcution of the mentally ill or mentally retarded.

Background

Bobby shaw, who is black, was sgntgnced to death in Novegmber 1980 for the murder of a white
prison officer in July 1979. {1t the time of the crimg he was serving a life sgntgnce for the murder of
his sister's boyfrignd. Bobby Shaw has a history of mental ilingss, including possiblg
schizophrenia, and bordgrling mental retardation. flg was first treated for psychotic gpisodes
whilg in prison for attempted robbery in 1974 when he was placed on the anti-psychotic drug
Mellaril (thioridazing hydrochloridg). He gxhibited continugd symptoms of mental ilingss after his
relgase in 1975.

Bobby Shaw was rgportedly given no mental gvaluation beforg the trial for the marder of his
sister's boyfrignd. {llthough his low IQ was mentiongd at his capital murder trial, his
court-appointed lawyger conducted no invgstigation into his mental history and did not Igarn that
he had begn treated for psychotic gpisodgs or that hg had begn placed in special gducation
classgs at school.

Sincg his trial, therg have been a number of psychiatric and psychological gvaluations of
Shaw which pregsent a picture of limited mental capacity and possiblg mental illngss. ecording
to a court submission madg by Shaw's lawyers mental health gvaluations madge by treating health
professionals suggest a number of differgnt mental disorders and dgficits. {n gramination in
October 1986 by Pr M Jayaratna rgsulted in a "diagnostic impregssion" of "{Ixis I: Pysthymic
disorder; {xis 1l: Schizoid personality disorder”. {In gramination by the Potosi prison
psychologist, Ms Betty Weber, also in 1986, concluded with a diagnostic impregssion that ruled out
schizophrenia, organic personality syndromg and dgpregssion. She recommended psychiatric
gvaluation. The diagnostic impression of Pr Zd Hjans was suspected chronie, undifferentiated
schizophrenia; mixed substanceg abusg, by history; alecohol abuse, by history; and he ruled out
organie pegrsonality syndrome.



In 1990, Pr Bruee Harry MP, after revigwing documentation and following an intgrvigw with
Shaw to assgss his compgtencg to be grecuted, concluded that he suffered "(xis I: Pementia....
xis 1l: Borderling intellgetual funetioning.... {Ixis lll: history of closed head trauma, history of
possiblg chgmical insult to the cgntral ngrvous system..." as well as noting featuregs on Hxes IV and
V. e concluded that Shaw gxpresses an "understanding of the nature and purposg of the
punishment about to bg imposed on him, and has very limited understanding of theg matters in
gxtgnuation, arguments for grecutive clgmeney, and rgasons why the sgntencg should not be
carrigd out." ®r Steven M Rory M® drew similar conclusions in 1992, diagnosing organic
personality syndrome and ruling out schizophrenia. flg found that Shaw undegrstood the nature
and purpose of punishment.

In 1990 Pr Paniel ] Cungo PhP gramined Shaw and concluded that he had "{xis I: Dementia;
{xis 1l: borderling intgllgetual functioning; {Ixis lll: history of head trauma". tlg concluded that
Shaw "dogs nothave, as a regsult of his mental disgasg or defeet, the ability to understand those
matters in grtgnuation, arguments for greeative clgmency, or reason why the sgntgneg should not
bg carrigd out." (Emphasis in original.) Prof. Jonathan Pincus gramingd Bobby Shaw in late
Deeegmber 1992 and concluded that he "is a deteriorated schizophrenic with a thought disorder in a
normal sgnsorium which is manifested by auditory hallucinations, paranoia, autism, loosg
associations, a flattened affect and inability to carg for himself." Sgveral other medical or
psychological gvaluations of Shaw havg beggn madg.

It is clgar that there arg inconsistgncigs and differgncegs among the medical and psychological
opinions assgmblgd on the casg of Bobby dhaw. In somg casgs the differences gxtend to
peregptions of his physical appgarancg - sgveral rgports spoke of a dishevellgd unkegmpt prisoner;
others of a prisongr with normal drgss and hygigng. Similarly, somg rgports notg a cool dgmganor
throughout, whilg othgrs suggest a warming towards theg gnd of the intervigw.

The court-appointed psychiatrist who intervigwed him beforg trial was not given full
information about his background and has sincg revised his conelusion that Bobby Shaw was
mentally competent to stand trial and has stated that hg now beligves that Bobby Shaw "was
suffering from the garly stages of dementia, and possibly the garly onset of schizophrenia”
(affidavit of Pr & Parwatiker dated 17 March 1993).

In vigw of the rangg of gvidegnce of mental ilingss and mental deficit (somg of it conflicting)
{Imngsty Intgrnational is conegrned that Bobby Shaw's gregcution would contraveng the United
Nations €conomice and Social Council Rgsolution 1989/64, adopted in May 1989, which
recommends "gliminating the death penalty for persons suffering from mental retardation or
gxtremely limited mental competenee”. {mngsty International is urging the regsponsible
authoritigs in Missouri to commutg the degath sgntegnce of Bobby Shaw.



