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The report bofore you i thie result of two yenrs  Josearch 7 ride
Paraguay, {from Sentembor ;9%9 Lo Sopt amhor ﬂi”*. “Fv ruthor opoke .o relat. oa
of over {ifty polibical nrigoncrs, o5 woll ¢ iers of pﬁ]ltlcﬂl particsc,
lawyers, pricsoo, student LOQGOYS [T ﬂphf- ) 1ﬂ1ht farmers). It is
inalcative of the harsh coaditions pr ip Tﬁrﬁguny chat, during the

3y = sy ey - o A Ay : . 3 ;
whole of this period, ot woo impossible for him to visit personally any police
station where such nriconers oro L oid. Lor foor of his own identity being
disclosed. All assistonnce 0 ol commmyientlion with prisoners was therefore
channelled through reolativen,

A comparisen beweor the Juiizsty oot on Trisen Conditions in Paraguay, made
by anthony 31_ﬁhﬂc 1 196h, ana Yoo pooment cae aiy vears lateor reveals

striking wﬂmliwriiy n oprista condivome. Tne najority of the political prisone
crs mentioned “n tiac cariios repert aroe soill detolred, and th re has been no

improvenment abt ali in the ~onditicrs widoer which they are held.

THL DaRAUAYAN ECONCY
e UnZal ECONC

' Jar L b + =: T X == .y i

Paroguay is a low, flat. landicsved oo -j rearly twice the size of Great
Sritain, ﬁ*+1a2fi 3*:uiaﬁiﬁﬁllg *? g f South america, and surrounded
by Brazil, &7 ~utina and Poliv) o ﬂGp“ Laton s 2.% million (1) and the
populatiocn Q¢Gﬁl Jsf? ioon, 2 ;ﬁﬁ (E)a The ca:ﬂtry i divided basically into
two regions by the Rive T4¢9”1ﬂ - the arid Chaco te thoe West with 60% of the
land surface o1 484 ¢ t3 - populaticn, wid the fortile Eastern area with 40%

of the land Eﬂr?aﬁw il @my cf Hﬁu population. dsuncion, the capitel and only
large urban arco. a5 on ooof the Hiver Baraﬁuay, ana has a population

of nearly DHOD,000

Paraguay 1s tuc pooi oob coooors Tn ok America. Offieisl income per head is
236 dollarvs »e ). dewevor Lhe fimire for the oo-icultural scctor, in which
70% of the povulation is ravelvel, in only 61 4ol lars ver head in 1970 (5)., The
qvcrﬂpe annual growiiy ragf CF odncea: nor nead betwoon 1962 and 1959 was only

1e10% pea- (6. Scae 2.67% of 200 laudowners own over 75% of all the land in

1968 (7)s dlthevalt onlx ;ﬂgf-wf e totol lond murfﬂc{ is cultivated, yet

26% of all fairore atiii LavVe e tithos hbe tnelr nd (8. There is no income
taxe At leamct 50% of tiho bhuds.r conditieo Jor ~T (vnlued at US dollars

82.8 millions (9)),w s spra- o nilitar, snd police expenditure, while only 2%
was spent o tne ¥

3

Minisiey of ngricv.oturs 1102, Open and disguised unemployment
is rife., The numbor (2 cnttls Los Talien from 2.5 miliion in 1956 (11) to 4.3
million in 970 (1 Meat consunption - oins tho canesinos has been drastically

reduced as a result.

Paraguay's main exports are meat, hard weods, vegetable oils, tobacco and cotton,
The chronic deficit in thoe bolanes of paynonts over the past tem years has been
covered by huge (by Parasuayan stondreds) inflows of 7.8, canital. The foreign
debt on 30th Jure, 1970 wos valued abt 150 million dollars (13).

Outside Asuncion, - »dical attention is viriually non-existent, Only one in six
children reo.ive six years ¢f vuimarr educaticn (14). Piped water and electrice-
ity supply are confined to the contral zone of Asuncion, a city which still lacks
both sewers and traffic lignhts.
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The Spriilsh : . from o nomadic to

= sedentary agrooailtuaral OoDog et on was founded in In Y7 by vhoe conguilstadores
who come T L ’ “ s ained control through
an allincs ‘;;i?r;;?hpLxggj T R teibhes oo Lhe hoavks ol Sho raraguay Rivel .
ASUNCLON &N Cooms o o el Somnn i T A 800 chor Sovth America, and
explorers o.b o frov there mo Dhund sonin sods Boiavia) and Busnos ALReS
(hrgentine 0 Toplace hsonl - i

1808 vl tacly ooooudsoton Lo 100V Loreld o Jeeniin suled over many of the
Guar. rle, badldiy on oon bl Do e at e mend oy 1 Bholr rodacclones. the
failed Corrmerce: ke = L | ' nitked the first
EﬁiTriﬂgS.ﬁﬁ LA SRR e Ta O RO A 3 - SHIN native bourgeolslic.
Independenss Wi ﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬂmi:? aved i 05 e tnrent frowm argoentina o
Paraguny: 1 scvereliibl fopsord Lo P o~ o Asalabh. e eountry from o odll out-

side influzncos 170 inl Facaioie s Dar-sipniel QuUCCS50T, Carlos antonio

-

Lopez, ©0 Jou~blanel fhe Sountrl o w ool cheb . oan Wio deet din 1862, Paraguay
Was ?ucuﬁ14ﬁ:£_m;,un*,{TI*”ﬁh??s:]L_ﬂUhff sow s oeoe ho her cwin Tilegr aphh and
railusy eyston wndcr cunstiv i, i o

foreign .~ ~h tizi 1 ooanan
iron foundry (nc o .

construction of an

As the only couniTy ix OOU L ARTLCA PUBUING QA i covelopment policy
outside the gouoy ol o ' L1l ' Lar, Paragnay was s00I
forced into *“lie nowpeloos Wor o7 whe dweunrloe o ’11: in tho arca - argentlng,
Brazil and Uruguay. Lac RIS IF a¢¢mwﬁm,¢mh3 for Paraguay.

i

Territory was cedsd to Lrgentina nnd SroZi. “he node populabior was cut from

200,000 i3 only 20,000, cnd formoy ohizic yore goia off bo Geritish capit-
atists ¢ U gmlve-awny Drlozs. 4 ;.T_lfl? U wxierchy relilovea, rtnder tne rale of
the two partics oo the ruiingg clads ;lgixgi_agd ;iEEEEiR) which enmerged after

1870, In 193%2. the strugglce boliween otanderd 11 and Royal Dutch over the Chaco
01l reserves forced Paraguay oood Bolivia inte oorutile war, raraguay won the wa

5

s of primary nroducto.
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30,000 dr;uj. However, theoo lands were Tator sold bocok o . (and

ut?ﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁ Oi1l) by her corrupt
A post-war popullst coup by the Jobroivlol L7 L o

followed by tho »ro~dasl Hormillgo 5L1T33mfﬁff? qurinye the Seceond World

Var. In 1947, following o yoor of unprasoeuen.od politiond frocdon, o
roturn to ~uthoritoriaci vuble W Cocurew o L victory ol the fﬂ]ﬂ ~nO
Party over o coalition of Liboross, Cehroeloboao ond Communiats in o civil
wira A succesoion of Coloredrn Prosiuonts 4 -

Strocasner’s coup roversod oo bho Dlrst s Soo Troaci Ltionedl oubjection of
military to civilian poucry TATTLACUL Bl b g all hishnry.
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The two traditlonal i the Colorado nad Liberal rﬂrt1bu. Neither
of them profess to have any sort od poliltlconl progroitic, but both arc

idealogically l“lhmx”mufﬂlﬁ . ropresenting the wntorasts of the snall

upper c.ass of Asunclon, and arintaininsg the suppert of the campesino
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through a widespread n~bion«l opgnni.s U, £ loon cillos (Lﬂ NTLE
matic loaders). uﬂlormde partv mamhﬁTmﬂf; SO L ?ir & s (8% of
the population) is stre pgthencd oy the Inet That oll public ﬁmmlayeﬂg,
including teachers an %ﬁjtﬁ sk ros. ove chiised o become party menmbers.
The Christian Dﬁmacrat ‘ ol et erbics (Aoascribod below) get their
support from s scctor of Tho ,.7g~ oAd L clonses Lhe iﬁ noe autonom-
voay Pﬁﬁrﬂﬂﬁnbiﬂﬁ tho iniuf*;cﬁ E o workltg clooo and campesinos

The organisations ncarest to u o are the Condoderacion Crlatianm de

T~ Ao oml. o ceslh -I-I-Emm

Trabajodores (CoCoTe ) &ﬂﬁ tﬂﬂ Llhnn Jdmroriogs Crict. cullss L.n.C.). Thesc

-
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are the very first croupinge o8 corpesinoes and woisors who hoeve shoken

P R s :l.:h—-:l:—u-ui-' x-SRl

off their trad.ctimnl mttﬁﬂﬂﬁxnﬁ;ExchLngf'Hmr o troaditional political
pﬂ}f‘tieﬂi

The Colorado Farty

Prosident Stroessucer, who was oborn in 1912, o Goernmn doscent, came o
power in 1954, backed by the K:iituﬁr , sunrort of a group of
high-ronking Colorndos, inclucing oua: and Sopenn Fas A
period of consolidation of milicery pows Emiluugaj antil 1956, when the
main discident body in the Colorads parey wal wpallaed o i, lsoned, and
the party was finally converted *ULJ oo 700 | military clite.
The dissident group of Colorados femied t ~ape around which the
Movimiento Popular Colorade (RMOPCCO: wuw | ' oppostition to
Stroessnere. '

Since 19%4, Strocescner nou ruled thac count: w1 h nbaolute vower derived
from Article 52 of the 1940 Constitutl vow aoctiele 77 of the 1967
Cﬂn“titutiOH) which onabiles nio hs;ff,;_.l-izﬁ;;?z [ mergency and the
uspenasion of habeas corpus. L1n .7 S, e wiL .:-a‘gﬁ““' to the Presidency

in an elaction i which he weo the only cnpdidats n 1963, ho was again

re-clectcd, in contravention 1940 Congt | In 1967, the
Constitution wns chenged in to allowy nos bo stand alnlin ad a prese-
identinl candidate. He was ' 1ol wlectlon in whion thc OPPO S
ition Liberal Party was i‘ﬂLLd ?10¢1Li S assenbly and denied access to
prese cand radio coverage, mnd in whlch Lho roviovs enrolment of leeral
P~rty members on the clectoral roepglstor was sovercly restricted,  In
mid-1971, Stroessncer w s pr&gﬁ“wd ~q Jolorado Corty presidential candidate
for the 1973% presidential ele! ol




The Lirer 1 ZJarty
W

After Stroessner coams Lo powel, the Liberal ﬁmrty rgm;iﬁﬁ@rf§nde?grQuﬂd‘ from
, 1962, bDuring thio Pie, thic loosening of the t?&dl?lﬁ?ﬁl l%mkm_
vinding the muose of Libernl canpesinos to the arty ?1¢tf.lﬁ’a;unchn }gd“
to the Peor of widernreod Communiat celtatlon 2Hongs dlﬁﬂ&ul&%%ed¢ﬂﬁmfﬁﬁiﬂﬂb;
The U.5. government persuaded LHTToCsnner L0 ﬂ?e?tﬁ “ demecfaFl? ;ﬁ?aue 1?? the
1965 electionn, <o @0 TO weainberrate bhe oppositlon gTﬁﬁﬁzulugﬁ ?fﬁ t%n?itw
ional party cyctenle i group of the Liberal Porty (gaLL:ﬂ.ﬁﬂe ?&vlﬁ, H%Fﬁ;
their Leander, Dr. Cartos Levi Puffinelli) were pﬁrﬁu;#&g O tnﬁe.puit }?,#%?f
election, and were offercd Lwenty out af g Fﬁtﬂ+ ?i 5}xtg 3Eﬁt€ }ﬁ tffildmﬂﬁda
irrespective of Llhe vote coot, in additlon to hign arlorie snd tnx-irvee

inported cari.

=
{

Although the arin boay of the party at ripat refused to particioate 1n thils
& : Tyd & Lk ke t . - TR, R R B P Ry 1 ry lt "T?Etﬁd
'agreenent!, by 1966, they had changed their ninds, and suboequently conves

L3 ) T A e a—y g - . —; - . - v e "" L .I m i ' * .}1— ..:.T
the 1968 presidential election under bhie ooie conditromny oo An 19634 ??der Lhe
anme of the 'Liberal Radical Partye,  They are now represented 1 snylianent.
i 4, 2 N VLI

The Febrerizta Part:

The Febrerista Party was forned initinlly becnuse of social discontent
following the Chnco War (zmee history section). ﬁlthauyh‘intergailg di?lﬁgd
today, in terms of cenerations its broad ideslogical orientation 1o similar
o that of the YWecot German S5ocladld Democrat Party, from which 1T receives
nsslotances

™

The Chrigtian Democrat Porty
WM

The Christirn Democrot Party was founded in 1960, hu; %&S ~till not TGC&%Ved
legnl recognition - for which o petition sipgned by 10,200 Earty mﬂﬁbu?iflb -
required. The right to publish o Newspaper and to brondcnﬁtqun the raodlio hfu
slso been refuced, In December 1969, five leading memboers o1 ?hﬁ Eﬂ?ty,wﬂli
of thom Porsomeavon cltinens, were avoclled from the country. e of theiny 2

-~

o I L o Tmiroas . 4o ex=Preosident of the carty and Vice-
voun: lawyer nated Leronlno Irala Purgos, i ex=Fresiden of 1 t y

%reﬂident of the Commission for the Defence ou Hurnun Righta s Eazaguay.z Only
two of the five have since been ~1lowcd +to returny cnd Dr Irﬁ}a ?urge? 13 ?gg
profescor ot the Centrsl Univeroliy of Caracas 1n Ve%fﬁgﬁ}a. U gulg ﬁfdJEAiﬁ
vear, the party's hi-annual convention atteﬁdﬁg byv?ju ﬂ&%&iﬂ?ﬁ?ilﬂ néunc+uﬂﬁ
was suspended following nolice intervention. Dr. Migucl salged ﬁCEtﬁTd? |
Aasistant Sccretary in the Ministry of Interior, told pa?ty 1 ST thuE t%e .
convention coulid not be held becausc permisoion had not been regueﬂted ITO% the
Ministry. Howcver, permisslon S taolf could not be roouested, since the party

did not legally exist.

The Socialist Port

: : 13 =t jente fron 3 cricst Likeral
In Septmber of this year, & oOUp of Jlmflimﬂth fron the Februr11 a,‘} o
Radical nnd Christian Denccrat Parties joined together and founded the Yarag-

. e . _
uayan Socialls Movenent., Lt 1o too early to oay anything sbout this new
p{ﬁrty-

America, and its nmost vociferous anti-Communist ally. Paraguay ic
] 5

;-
o

THE COMMUKIZL PARLY

"~ sl -

The Communict Porty of Parncoucy woo Tounacd in 1320, bul on
during the Chaco war, when Lt oreanisad pansive

{

Ly pot under way
resictance to the war, which 1%
denouncad n= il"i’f}ﬁﬂf“l‘i:’iﬂ_i =t ot E‘ug.;}"_';l{: Aver the oll rosources ol the Chiaeco
between Stond-rd and Reysl Dutch, In 1934, Obdulio Brrthe -nd Oscnr Credyt

were elected lerders of the peorvty,  Botweon tho ond of fhe

- Ay S A N
3 : ' sy by ] T Y men fo o - T A a4 e "y, - . o T ST a
~nd the revelution of 1947, the ortido Comuniota Prrapuayva (P.C.P.) grow in
strength.,  In 1943, the first isouc o0 1ts nevopnper, Adelante, was publlshed
under the oditorship of alfredo Alcorta. Soetween august 1946 nd Jmauary 1947,

the P.C.P. ware logalised for the Hnly fime in Paraguyan history, apart from tho

firpmt two weoks of the Febrerigts Fordy'e rule in 1937,  During this short
space of time, P.C.P. prow to 10,000 wewbors. s»fter tins defent in tho 1947
revolution, the party ranks were reduced, bub

"
AHOALILg

o slow yet ctendy progress begon

In 1953, Oszcrr Credyt bocome Scorctary General of the Party, o poot he held
until his diswgissal by the porty in 1905, In the fiftics and enrly sixties,
the PoC.Pe wno infiltroted by police nvies, which led to n virtu:l destruction

of the party oo an offective political force, Honthe before the General bStrike
of 1958, three of the P.C.PT:5 sost inportant leaders woere arrcsted (antonio

Matdana, Julio Rojns and allredo Alcorta). They arce still in prison, and aro

the oldeot ovolitiecnl prisoncrs in South aerica. Thoe strike ltsell was
frnilurce, «nd woo ceverely ropressod,

.

In 1659, under the order of Crodyt, n hastily organicod cucrrill. movenent wis

cronted in the wike of the Cub-n experience. It was called FPronte Unidu de

Tiberscion Nacionnl (F.U.L.iN.AL.). DNone of the 92 cucrrillas of the Ytororo
brigndc who crossed the border from Avrgentina on asupust €th 1960, escaped alive.

The Parapguayan authoritics appear to nrve had prior

nowlodome of the time md
place of the crogsing. AN Lndigenous

caimnesino pucrrilia grrouping calloed

b ol deobelnied ,
Columns Mariscal Lovez, which cecuplced the town of Buscolio Ayala in oy 1950,

. N , . - 4 ) , ry oy
was infilttrated -md head to boe disbrnded. -m Junc otnh 19035,

Wilfrodo alvarez,
an importont oorty lender, whose whercabouls were betrayed to the police, wns
killed in 2 house i Asunclon,

In 1967, Credyt weo enwpelled from the FoColFe, and nccusea o1

v iy b! yolng o traltor,
Tt would =eem however that he wos usoed 5 o scapegont for the ill-Tortune of

the party. Since then, the party bhas been recrranised i the indenendent

policies of Credyt's time have been replaced by sbilct adicrence to Moscow, In

1968, Credyt cuddenly declar hiveself o pro-Fekin Comnmunict, ~nd has sincee

o~ d
estahiished his own Chivese-styie party in HOntevideo.

Radio Moscow nnd Redio Havans broadenst Jdoily

1 to Poraguay in Cunrani, tho
Indian langunge spoken by the vast majority of the povul-tion. Their prosranmnes

o)

are widely listened to. Thelr well-informed ond dawicdiats commient on events
within the country suggoest ot lenetl oo sort of internal orgeniasation for
collecting ond transoitting infornation.

* * #

O

UNITED STATES INV OLV aritpd T IN
PARACGUAY

ulley

President Strocassner is regarded as the United 3tated! best friend in South

5 ostratepically
situnted in the geo~polibical centre of the continent - Santiago, bBuencs Alres,

La Paz, Rio de Janciro and Montovideo are oll almost equidistant irom raragiay.




Parapguny reeelved over 146 million dollars of -did from the United States Till
1970 (1). In 1971, military aid to ﬁdfdauay_tﬂtﬂilgd SOHE fOOtL?D dollars !
(2), Over 1,000 Parcgunysn military personncl hove been troined in the UsSeh.
~nd the Canal %one military schools. Stroessner has signed the 'Selden Regol-
ution', which nuthorizes the unilateral military intervention by U.5. troops
on Pnraguyan scil in the case of american intercets belng endangered %in a
confrontation with Communiocn', Therce io at present o Lwenty-man U5, mnlitary
team working in Paraguay, and the entlre country is being napped by separate
U.S. asirforce helicopter crews. although to date there has been no officiral
public safety «id programme in Phrnguny, vot it 1s well known that certaln
U.8, Embassy and A.I.D. officicls work in close conjunction with the Paraguayan
policec.

During his visit to Washington in tiarch 1963, Fresident Stro&ggnﬁr offered to
send Parapuayan trocps to Vietnam.  Paraguay was An foct the flrﬁ‘t"t‘::}?ntry to
send support troops to back the U.S. dnvagion of the Dominican Republic,
Progident Strocsesner, at the tiac of his Washington visit, was quoted %ﬂ ?he
U.S. press as snying that he considered the U.S. Ambassador o nember of hils

cnbinethe

The main U.8. private invostment in Paraguay is in cottle ranching for ﬁ%@ort.
Tn 1970, two U.S8. oil companices signed on agreenient with ﬁha Parﬂguayan*onﬁrn-
ment, which granted them full cxploration and cxploitation rights for 011‘1n
the northern part of the Choco, with a government royalty on production of

only 17%, onc of the lowest in the world,

In April 1970, & new 11,000 foot runway wis completed at the '"President
Strocssner' airport ncar Asuncion, financed by 2 5 million dollar =oft loan
from the UoS.A, On May 1%th of thic yoear, o Lockheed Galaxy CH, the largest
plane in the world, touched down thero after a ten-and-a=-holf hour direct
demonstration flight from altis airbase in OCklohoma. Meanwhile, in the heart
of the Chaco, near Pozo Colorado, another giant runway ls belng built uad§r
U.S. supervision., In Capninta, near asuncion, a huge now Military School 1s
nearing completion, financed by a U.S. loan.

(1) United States Aid to Parapuay - U.S. tabassy, Asuncion, Paraguay, 1971,

(2) Statistics published by Senntor Dyowrdire  in Senate Toreign Relations
Conmittec, 1971,

7o

QPPOSITION OUTSIDE PARAGUALY

There are about 800,000 Paraguayans living in exile, more than one thlrdFQf
the present population., Mozt of them are living in the slums of Bucnos Alres,

onlled Villas Miserias, as well 25 in the border towns of Posadas, Resistencia

and Corrientes in Argentina. Inecreasingly, however, Paraguayans are enlgrat-
ing to Brazlil.

The main opposition party in exile 1s a dissident branch of the ruling Color-
ndo Party ~ the Movimiento Popular Colorado (M,0.P.0.C.,0.). Dlany of its
metbers Tled into exile soon nfter Stroessner came to power 1n 1954, Another
wave of exiles followed after the Generel Strike of 1953, when the Confeder-
acion Paraguayva de Trabajadores (C.P.T.P.) wos turnad into a political tool

of the Government.

M.0.P.0.C.0. is fraught with internal Adissension between right and 1eftu
wingers, and is infiltrated with Paraguayan governmnent 5pi§5 and C.I.A{ _
agentse Its two branches arc situated in Bucnos ALITCS (@a;n 1@&@6r51 ﬁE@daz
Fleitas and Osvslde Chaves, newspaper c¢alled Firmeza) and Montav1dga éga}n.
leader, Mario Mallorquin, ncwspaper called Patria Libre). The basic divislon
within its membership is between those who wmt to overthrow Stroessner yet

TR N & 'i_ £y 1 - g T Ry CFE AT e 0T ey i R S ey PR S .4 . - . : y
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wont to replnce the owisting system, ond sce Strovasner rerely as o Tfiourow
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older moembers into tho forner,.
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When Strocssner visited Avgontine recently, Mouses of f0CoP.0.C.0. lendors
in Buenos alres woere senrched, and rrny wers irisonceds  Lhts londers have been
under conctont curvellionce by the argontinion cotboritics ovor ~ance the
Hilitary tolke-over iv Arpentina,  B,0.P.C.C.0. 5till hne contete  in vory
high places in Parasuny, -nd it is peserslly -clnoagledicd that Strocsonor
regnrds thedr nctivitics oo o far srester threoat than that from the CrrOZUAY T
Communiat Party. |

Tﬁ?rﬁ o5an cxlled group of the Libernd sorty, bused in dlontevideo (whose
chicf is Carlos Prstore) in addition to the “wo brenches of the Communist
(discussed above),

Opposition movenents outside the country ~ro bedly organised, hnve 1little
information about what is going on inside the country ouong thoe can

| 2UAPC S1N0
masses, nd lack sccurity orccautions,

THY CATHOLLC CHURCH IN PARGGUAY

In marked contrast to surrounding countriecs, where the Cotholic Churceh is
internally divided on the issue of its own role in socinl retorm, in Paraguay,

cince the cnd of 1960, presented ~ united oppocition to
President’ Stroessnoer's regime. Bishops and clerey alike continually condemn
the inhunan conditions under which politicol orisoncrs oro kept, ~nd, 1n tnrch
and April 1969, srvocinl proyors and uansses were sodd throughout the country on
their boehalf,

On October 22nd 1969, following the exvulsion of 2. Fromeisco Oliva, o Spanish
Josuit and university toocher in Asuncion who hnd nttrcked Strocssucer's
indiffercnce to the plight of the CArpesine:s il the situntion of the political
prisoncrs fron both thoe pulpit and on the rodio, n silent protest wmrch wos
held around the Catholic University Church. The nnrch wos brutally repressed
oy policc, fire-brigade and arned civilions ~ oublic employeces in the State
Water (CORPOSANA) nnd Elcctricity (ANDE) Bonrd, who werce threatincd with CXpul-
sion rrorl thelr jobs if they did not participate in tho repression. The bont-
ing of nged priests and nuns and the violation of Church nroperty loed to the
excormun.ication of the Chief of Police, General TFroncisco Britez, and the
Minister of the Interior, Sabino Montanaro, and the sucpension of nss through-
out Paraguay.

Throughout 197C, following the governament bzt on pvblication of the Church
weekly, Comunidad newspaper, Churcli publications dz - eributed at Church scrvices
continucd to attack Stroessner's regime. One such doecunment is reproduced in
Anpendix C. The Church hns offuctively becouie the only nlace in Faraguny

wherce opposition to Strocssner's government is publicly expressed. In retnl-
iation, the government warncd campesinos through radio and party meobings that
'many priests are Communists in disguise's & Crtholic Relief Lervice, called
CARITAS, which distributced over two rmd o holf million Jollars of aid from tho
UeSe bishops to the poverty-stricken campesinos wns banncd, following FOVET e
ment allegatiors that its funds werce being uscd to foment rovolution against
stroessners 1In Februoary cof this year, the Monzon affair (deseribed below)
brought Church-State rclrtions to their lowest cbb  cver, -mnd archbishop Roion
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to the pollcce hospital.

THE fRaDE UNLIONG

The first trade onion was founded in Poarosguay in 1576, and the first otrike
took place in 1950, On aumuct 27th 1953, the Confederacion Pur&ﬁuﬂﬂm'dc
Trabairdorces (the National Trade dnion B?gﬂﬂiﬁltiﬁﬂ) hold o gencoral striko,
following Strocssnur's refusndl to accept 2 PSS wage Anereasc. The strike was
sovercely repressed, and severnl of 1its leoaders arc st1ll detained, for insgtanco,
Antonio Maidana and Alfredo Alcorta. A new exocutive committoco uf the CePels
was subscquently appointed by the covernment. Sincce then, the C.P.T. has |
functionad ne a tool of the government, Strikes have cince become unxnown in
Paraguny. The C,P.T. currently hoc 120 trode unions affiliated, with some
22,000 memberse.

In 1971, the C,P.T. becnme affilinstoed with the Intornational Confederation of
Free Troade Uniona, whosc hundguarters are in Belgiun, through its regionnl
representative for Lotin America, ORIT, wlhioose bose 1s 1n ﬁox1§a. Pruvgeuﬂly,
ICFTU=ORIT hcd been renresented by the CePele in oxiles Desplte the b%a‘ant
disrcspoet in Paragusny for the rights of drade Unions, in august of thiaiyeari
El Instituto Amcrican para ol luﬁﬁf?@llu dh$ sindicnlicnwe libre, an aF%~CIO
h;nﬁﬂuﬂl‘{jd QT LNl ~ntion in " Latin Anerica ond b sod 1 ‘gﬂfii-Lfﬁ%1ington1 z—?&ii:l’lt 37,
Josus Artipes, a noturcliscd North american ¢citizen, to Qnraggay 11 ord?r to
work in coajunction with the C.P.T. 1n tho ficld of trade union cducation.

' HE : A : Y oemd i Mlamyn ] 5
The Confoederncion Cristiana de Trabojodores (C.C.T.), = Christicn Trade Uaion
Organigntion, dates from 1962 and conbrizes both urbnan trade unions nnd sone
26 of the ligas agrarias, thoe rural CoUAPETIIo  CO=0 oncratives, with o total
membership of some 3000, The C.CL.1. 1o Affiliated with bho CUHLLQL“”CLOﬁ
Latinamericono do Sindicalismo Cristlisno (CL&SC), the Lotin American Confod-

A T S T A N M SN R SRy ~fPi1i~ted with the Confoedoracion
crntion of Chrizstian Trade Unions, ond 1z als ~f{n tod with the Confoedoracion

Mondial de Trobajadores  (CuM,T.), the World L bour Organisation.
m._——--*—-m-m

Although the C.C.T. hing complicd with all the requircmente of Law 729 of the
Codigo de Trabajo, tho Lobour Code, which regulates the establishment of |
Trade Unions, it continuca to bo denicd legal stntus, dug 1tz MLM?U*E C?ﬂtlﬂﬂ&
to be persccuted by the zuthoritics. On derch 7thh of this yoar, Efigenio -
Fornandez, the Secretﬁry General af the C.C. T1,H1$ arrosted in Carayao during 2
mecting with members of o lign agrarlfie tle was benten up ag@ ?rought to
Asuncion, where he wos hblu in thL Oficina tecnica of the Ministry O? the
Interior, in a filthy, damp cell infcs tod with cockroaches and mﬂasuflng 10
metres by 6 netreos, togocther with scven other political prisoners. He was

relensed after over a month's do otoentloNe
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althouph these lipns core ris incorporite oo ponll udnority of the popuination,
they are hervily UCTLdetLI by the sovernnoent under the Llmket l-bel
'Communisn's In fret, the wmthord L1f= toar thit
Democrat Party Activity
merbers of 11 partieao,
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AWy are o cover for Christion
Ll Clulpesines, cand Ly r“«v ~re conpoescd of
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Every village in Pavapuny 1o unler

- | .

‘ thrce-pronged nuthority structure - the

police chict, the local leader of the ruling Colorado Party -nd the Mayor; all
arc appointnents ninde from Asuncion. Thore is also ~ militnry Harrimmﬁ ig évﬁry
village, which is ptteched to the police etation. ’

Ear this recason, meetinegs of the ligas Apraring often toke place at nisht and
in secrcet; “itznurn in areas like Quindy, Concepeion snd San Juan Bautista
where they are strong, this precrution is no Longer necessnry. Government’
repression of the ligns sgrarias  tokae che forn of mrrestine local lenders
although sit-down strikes by lLiurge nuwibers of campesino ma5b$r$ outoide tﬁg
local police ctation hns often sceurced their rolonse Ln SONC APCO T o
heaviest repression in recent tines apainst the licoo agraring took placc
n?ound the town of Coreonel OVlUﬂO tn May 1970, when U.S.~trained Major Boaen
Pinanez ~nd Cpt, Apuril lcd an army regiment in o round-=up of over 200 faid
who werc takoen off Lo militory 1nstallations, wherce they received Lﬁcturca 8!
'the dangers of Communisn'.

THE PRESS

There are three dally newspspers in aAsuncion. Two of these, Lo

5 P .
. Lribunn
(27,000) ~nd ABC Color  (%2,000) nre independently owncd, but rolrain coli-

pletely from political comment, There is Aalso an QE11011J dnily, Lo Patria,
which is paid for by o compulsory deduction from the salarics of all nublic
eriployces, Thore are four weekly nowspe wpers, of wilceh one,  El Colorado, is

officials The others are El Radical, organ of the Liberal Radieal Yarty, and

the most widely rcal of the four., It contincs its criticism of tho sovernnent

to a superficial and diffuse level. This is truc to =n even greater extent of

El knano, organ of the old Liberals, and Politics /3, organ of the Levi Liberals.

El Pueblo, organ of the Febreristn Poarty, which took n nore positive left-wing

stance, was closed down in March of this year.

The most important and widely read opposition newspaper, however, was the
weekly Comunidad, published by the Jesuits. Until its closure by the govern-
ment i1n October ¢969} 1t wﬁﬁ the only effective mouthpiece of the Oopposition,

and 1ts circulation renched 5,000, It represented a thorough, critical analysis
of the cxisting political and social structurc, Its closure wrs the best
indication of its success, coming tmmediately after an  article in praise of
the so-cnlled 'rovolutionary! military sovernment of Valasco in Peru, which
Strocssner interpreted as an attompt to incite insubordination within +he

ranks cf the Paraguayan armed forcoes.

The continued ex1ﬂtewcm of opposition wecklies, such as Kl Radical and Politica
mé give o false impression of press liberty within Parapuay. 1t gt be borne
in mind that fhe r circulation is very small, and that their criticism of the




sresont moverargnt Lo ool lodireet. Thev would nev oy, for nstoncee, daroe to
rivne the roncernl. who run tho multl-nidllion contrabrria browe LT irags, wiiiolky
~nd EiEHTétﬁﬁﬂg nor to nwne thooe who control the torture of Paraguyan cltizens.
In bricf, the opposition nroos in Jorapuay hos the 1L riy to donounce the
cxistence of injustice, but Llacke the liberty dircectiy to ~ttribute roocponsib-
ility for this injustice. In July of this year, an nttoapt by . rRodicalto
nublich tho nemes of wilitary chicfs behind the swupggling of heroin froi Par-
;guay to the United Strtes resulted in the seizure of the cdition by the

police, following which the Chief of Police, General Britez, threatoncd it
cditor, Juan Cnrlos Znldiver, with denth Lf he cver tricd to do it ngnine st
the sane time, the one weokly half-hour Liborel Hodlicoal radio pro raiimc, in
ohich Sra,. Lora Coctro concstantly denounced the situstion of politicol pris-

oners, wos suspendeda

Tor tihe romaons outlined above, most inforantion that peopl. in Asuncion obtaln
~hout, what is poing on in the higher civcles of the ruling military clite, or
in the interior wwiong the composinos, concs from word of couth rumour or from
the availabitity of the cceasional nrticle about Porsguay 1o forolfn newspapoers
which cscape the ban on 'subversive'! foreign literazturc. 1t 1s often 3ald 1n
Poraguay thot 'people outside the country know nore about what 1is happening
ineide than the people inside do themsclves, '

Paraguay remains onc of the least known countrice in the world. There 1o no
doubt th-ot Parapuny's iunpe in the outside world is very important Lo Presldont
Strocsenar, and offorts nre wade to cnsurc that Paraguay doces not become o
Vtalking-point ' in the world press lilte Hadti. For this roeason, nll the
forcign press agencics working in Coraguay are controlled by weon who arc cither
high-ranking Colorados or personal fricnds of Prosident Strocsoner:  Reuters
(N. Rojn=), EFE (Atilio Fernander), Fronce Pressce (Caceres Alinada)s When
infornntion of 2 prejudicial n-ture to the government is sont by telex, the

state communicnations orpanisation (adTELCO) mercly refuses to tronsmit it.
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THE LEGaL SYSTEM IN PaRLGUAY
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The lecal systow in Parapuay is strongly influcnced by the ruling Coloraao

J

Party. The hend of the Supreme Court, Dr. Moroles, ona thirce of its olx members,

nre active leaders of thewColorndo Prrtye. Lt is accopted that lowyers rust
join the Colorado Party if they wish Lo nractice their vrofegsion with any

SULCCLG

Almoet all the writs oresented to the Suprcome Court scoking hebgas corpus for
political prisoncrs remain uwnanswercd. In fnct, only two politicmllyriﬂonera
in Pornguay have ever bcer tried. Antonio raldana was arrested on august 12th,
1958, ~nd wis sentenced to two yenrs ninc wonths imprigsonment under law 294,
'Tn Defence of Democracy'. In Ochober 1961, Judge Dr. Tomas Garbaring ordered
his rclease on completion of sentence. He was not relensed, and has becn 1in
the same cell in the 'third! police station ever since. sallredo alcorta was
arrestod on 15th November 1958, nnd sentenced to one yeor's lmprisonmcent under
the same lawe His fate was similar to that of antonio Maldana.

According to the suthorities, the suspension of human rights in this fashion 1s
upheld by Article 79 of the 1907 Consitution, which stntoes tlint when o Tstate
of cnicrgencey! is in force, citizens may be detalned unaer the personal o?der

of the President of the Republic. This is intcrproted as @varridingpﬂrtlcle
59, which states that citizens may not be detaincd for lonpser than 46 hau?ﬂ_
without being charged.s It is thercefore accepted in Paraguay that the decisions
on the fate of politieal prisoners lic exclusively with Progident oStrocssnel.

On 19th March of this year, auring an intervicw with o visiliing: deleration of
Chilenn parliamentarians and brs ] e : Sl T e

- - ke A - b AL g c1fif t e 4 Y =3 v AL I A R - : : '
S bar wi;:_if Lang 1 trade unisnists, who had co e o Cnrasuay in order
O dlead 1or political prisoners and to offe- noylurt Lo Chiley Toreiry Minloberp
S;ineif}.a p;l{1t011 ;,_;tr : . _ ,i _ . 1i. . N . ! . . ’ ) % ) | “_1._? -y = A ':"""L.. 3 il L i 07 Y
: 1j'r ;;f y ?tfd JLUhuljjtﬁut Qﬁi;t¢adl prisoners do not exiost in Puraguayb.
e dismlissed the prisoners detained in the vorious nolice ot b

T ions of Asuncior
) : | " 3 oAl i, L i
a5 fcommon deiinquents who have placed bounbs or |
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why they had not been tried if it was Lhe case Leat they were erely cownon
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{i;LL%quentwu wapena Fastor stated thinl Lthis war beecsuse 'tho various political
rarties and Intercsted bodics had not Lo en ar interest Ln theiy rj?ﬂ?t '
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In fa§t, ac ia% ?ack'aﬂ April 27th 1962, the Human Rishts Comnittee of the
. ﬂagi%iﬁ¢on Ol Anerican States asked the Caraguayan sovernment for nermiscsion
S0 Vi Lry in order e b e b e ety O
Hum Q%ﬁ ?i Cguﬂeiy Lnoorder to investipate accucations of infrinrements of the
: an —w,!,}-- - 1‘13 Lo #1 1 ¥ - gt f‘~" RS N ET I - " =, * .ﬁ:r-
rpranted Eb : t;frotra wiilen has been sipgned by Paraguay. Permisoion was not
it L _ £ ] 3 1 Ol v . . o - : T . L ™3 = 3 "
Ehi ] ut | ¢ UefA,8. has not pursued the mattoer S1NCes  Lhelr behaviour in

15 respect has le Tdeenro: SR L . . . ‘

p as led to widespread criticisn of the O.4.5. ac an ineffective

body within Pararuyan circles.

The latest of 2 long list of repressive laws was passodby Parliasment on 10+th
S§pt@mber 1970, It is called '"The Law for the Defenﬂb ﬂ% the Fﬁbiic P@mcehagd
legrty ?f Persong, ' Its text iz reproduced in appeméix B, The law provoked
an immediate reaction [rowm the Catholic Church. It should however be pointed
out thatrtheae Laws serve a purely superficial function., It ie hiﬁhly'unlikely
that anybody will actually be tried under this new 117w, ;

Simi}arlgiﬁthe fact that a ctate of ellersency has been in force over since
iggsiii;;r;tizeaiiggrcgﬁﬁlzidgiierain %EE: ?n fhe capitﬁl and thxﬂﬁDepgrtmenta of

' \ hioler My &3, 1n practice, the lack of human richts
applies equally to the rest of the country, where, in theory, there is ;0 such
?tate of emergency. The state of elierrency 1tself is rﬁnewéd cvery éO dav; and
1s officially justified by & supposed Communist threat. o
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POLITICAL PRISCHERS IN
PARAGUAY

There are at least 150 long-term political vrisoners detained without trial in
Pa?aguay, on twenty five of whom Amnesty International has detailed case hNist-
ories and on another ninety, basic information. The vast majority oi these 150
political prisoners (of whown at least ten are worten ) wust be claésified a5 NON-
v%cl&nt 'vrisoners of conscience!'. Anyone suspected of involvement in acts of
violence against Stroessner's regiuge usually disappear. for this reason, it is
very rare to find ‘guerrillas' among the political prisoners detained ié |
Earaguay. another factor which leads one to bolieve that very few of the polite-
1callpri50ner5 are 1n fact 'guerrillas' is that the authorities never publicise
details of the 'violent acts' which these prisoners are said to have committed,
If these 'violent acts! really hapuwened, onc would have cxpected the governuent
to have made political capital from their publication. ’

MGEF pf the political prisoners in Paraguay are of campesino or WwOrkKing class
soclal oripgin. Tho extensive systen of corruption and autual friendships within
the ruling elite ensures that political ~pponents of Stroessner who have o nigh
sa?ial status do not remain in prison for a loug time, but are usually sent into
exlle or put under house arrest. Three of the pollitical prisoners {(Antonio Maid-
and, Julio Rojas and Alfredo Alcortua) have been detained for over thirteer years
icat of the time in the same tiny cell., '
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Tn addition to the abovo-riontroned nolitical prizoncers, there 15 a Tluctuating
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the result of the wlmost daily arbitrary aryest, torture and release of Parapge
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wayan citizens over scincoe Htroc oy cane L0 Dower in 1054,

I+ 19 unusual i Faramaesy to seot o fanityveof 2oy political »ercuasion, at leas
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one of whooe menbers, whether in the poverning party or in the opuosition, has
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not been detained by Stroessner's police at somne Uine or other,

PRIGON CONOITIONS LI cAaRAGUAY
Political wrisoners are held in rroups of between five and fifteen in small and
overcrowded cells in numerous police stations, called comlsarias, throughout
Asuncion and its suburbse. Tin cans are used for ablutionsy lights are kept on
all night, and, in most cases, outside exercise is completely probibiteds For
this reason, the only time that most urisoners leave thelr cells 1s when they
rocelve a visit., Such visits are, however, restricted to parents, wives and
children under ocighteen, and norwally last for {ive rinutes cncoe a weeks Visits
are now stagegered so that relatives of different prisoners 1n the same cell do
not meet each other when contoring or Lleaving the police station. The conver-
sation during the visit is held in the presence of armed yuards, and the topics of
conversation are expressly rostricted to family matlters. 1In mogst police stations,
prisoners ore forbidden to receive literature, and in none of the police statliong
can they reccive letters. In many, the nractice of chaining »riconers by the
ankles to a rail-bar iz still a common form of punishment, |

In the sweltering heat of Asunclon's swaser, tenveratures inside the celle reach
L) degrees centigrade. In the short but cold winter, the prisoncrs recelve no
special clothing from the authorities, ond are 2s usuval conpletely dependent upon
p L 1

cifts of blankets and vitaming frow relatives. ledical attention is prohibited,

but in an emergency, such as a prolonged hunger strike. or in the case of lmminent
+

death, prisoners have bocn transferred to the police hospital, Peliclinico
Rigoberto Caballero, which is situasted nextdoor to the United Stales mnbassye.
Priests are not allowed to visit political prisoners, and even the Archbilshop
of Asuncion, bkons. Ismael Rolor has been reiusedo

Prigoners slecp on uattresses on the stone floor., In very crowded cells, they
arrange a rota system for standing awake at nisht, due to the lack of flioor space
for sleeping., All personal belonpings are hung from the ceiling at mght in order
to maximise floor space. The uiscrable food supplied to prisoncrs 1s the most
common complaint in letters smugpled out of the cclls. Thore iw no food alloc-
ation for political prisoners as such. The local police station authorities
therefore fecd them on watery soup, hard biscuits and beans. For this reason,
aid to prisoners in the forn of a steady supply of food is luportant. Relatives
are allowed to bring food to prisoners Auring the weekly visits - usually, they
bring sugar, bread, fruit and yerba mate, a natlonal beveragc.

The very few prisoners with more wealthy relatives recelve food daily from out-
side. The majority of prisoncrs, however, with relatives cither too poor or too
diatant to he able to visit them with any repularity, are completelely dependent
on the goodwill of fellow-prisoners. who are better off than they in terms of
food supply.

The variation of conditions from police station to police station reflects the
arbitrary nature of imprisonment in Par:iguay. The local police chiefs enforco
the harshest conditionas possible, since they are aware that they cach bear full
responsibility in the event of a prisoner escaping from thelr police stallon.
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(The information tm e S RTed e | | |
oncontained in this section is basced on interviews with over
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The Parasuavan sirned ven dmdL iy e . o

; 3tPL ';;;:?ﬂ fjrw§f?fGT¢Eu Lﬁtu% sotie 204200 wen, in addition to which thore -ro
anotaer ©, 00 paranlliitary securlty forcos.  The police foree rtoelid L Oar X
R : S O L A P ~opuLLOe loreo Sl LD o parse
Li.,}.lltr,{_l‘y E}Gd&‘f’ and 1ts chiled 1s an arny seneral callod [y i

anied | s Tnter s M A Yenn e LT e

Ministry of the Interior is neaded by o civilian eql led

L
. A 20N Aurusto., who
recelves orders direct from the ruling nilitary elite, ” ’

AAICLAaco DBriter.  The

Ihe system of civil repression ic centred on the Investiration Departient. De
?rtameﬂta de Investipaciones, of the Minlstry of the 1nt;;igr whi;ﬁ fi 3’ :??-
in a building oprosite The Parliament in the ity contre. It ie home frog oo
nevly arrested people oro brought. AQuestioning i fOILGWQd4h?ubé:t§ﬁéd;itﬁOUt
ﬂt%ﬂkﬁ 1n Ord&? ?Gfxtract talse confessions.  The two Floor:s a;d ﬁélla;ﬂ ofltﬁiw
??l}dlﬂ% aF?'d}V1ded into many suail cells called calabozos where HD;%mlﬂﬂTﬂ;G;ﬁ
zilizﬁfg Eﬁllﬁlﬁﬁl prisoners are nlso detadined. Thz_g;gfggged beating fﬁr-;eriaég
Sub b WO nours non-stop with whips and sticks. burnine af cered b4 e .
of the body with cigarettes, and thcpremoval of finﬁziiiirﬁjf ie?f;tlve parts
forms of torture used, SLIiallo are all common

More brutal formge of torturec take pluce one block

by the Departamento de Delitors Jigilancia (Department of Crines and Vigil

nnce?.} Here, the torture consicts of appljiug giactric uhbck‘t;é;t;ent igl i

;iﬁgizijebpaitf ?f the body with o prod-like iﬁatrument called i pic;ﬁ; electrica,

Tet) 1 el W ' ¥ ‘ YL ) h2d | ' ] ] § N mmm;

‘the bath', Thic fakos [1.co in o tmali ress o D ol At R e

o o 3 | t | small roou che sround fiaor ol the building.
e radio 1s turned on full, and, in daytine, troffic iz diverted in the street

outslde so that the prisoner's ccreancs connot be heard. The nvi~oﬂﬁr'fﬂ*f'ziﬁ

are tied behind his back. He is then nade to sit on the f-wnréfunéﬁirgzﬁ;%t;

containing water filled with filth -md cxereniont.,  He i; wﬁ;nhud Eéa?ill ;% gh

stomach in*order Lo wind hin, whilst other pFUards ralsc hiﬁ f;et ﬂbové ﬁh;n ’

graund,unnd his bead is then forced brclkwards rnd down under the ;utﬁr He 1s

held under until near drowned, and forced to swallow the filtﬁva¥£ﬁ; ' H;“ B

hea@ 13 then removed from the watery, ~nd he 1o runched ﬁnrg oéufé; tt;Mﬁc;ﬂ

again until he vomits the liguid bneck into the %ﬁth. Hiﬁ nend i;*#:@nﬁ;ewlfced

1n  the b?th, after more punching, and the process is rop&utéd ﬁ;végwl fiﬁ&:

?n the'oplnion of several people who have received thio tréntmeﬁ£ fi;u ;u;hu.

immersions are beyond the limits of human endur~ance., Thig form of#ia t;re nas

resulted in many deaths over tiie vost five years.  Durding 1G6§, there wos onzu

docunente a86e 5 oy o , ity s
nented case,the Farias casce (see below), =nd in 1970, there was one doc-

4 - | et e \ ,
T;?tbd case ol attempted suicide ns a result of this torture, thnt of a prisoner
2 1 ; | . - 9y . ) |
;L e? miglionico, of Uruguayan nationality. In 1971, in the Monzon cnse (zee
elow) there was 1 well decumented Cample of the use of this form of torture
- i ey »

cwey wn the bullding occupied

gum.ng there torture se:':aa;:%.orz;-:-a, ori the bLasis of the reports of

In addition, a constant spectabor ot the . oond bolman {all in civilian dress).
C y & stant gpectator nt these essions is Humberto Dominguez Dib

the 25-year-old son-in-l uw ol President Strocssner, A police doctor Cﬂlledi

Francisco Gomez do | “ -
ez do la Fuente, emploved at Lhe 10T 5 re lrmeoad o *
. y clipioyed at tne police hospital nlso nttends thees

veople who have
attend - Generals

IFt?O?la $e¢m+t?at with the exception of Putrick Contric, = former SS man, ~nd
with the possible cxception of Jogef Hlengele in an ndvigory coapacity, Noazis

q.r:ﬁ 1 - J_T ~ . - - fy e
are 1o longer actively engnpred in the Paragunysn system of internal repression.

T?etﬁhlefa of the_torture teams who actually carry ovt the torture on the orders
3‘ : e Shezg~mumt19ned acuy geilerals, are Ralmundi, Budi dellmon, FErasmo Candia
1¢ r ' el ALl AU S N r 1713 Ay H o N -’

Or fartinez, aupustc Moreno and Comisario Lovoera {(who recently erodunted as

a Dogtor in law at the Catholic University)e Their teams are conposed of certan




mentr1ly deficient nnd sexunlly dinturbed emnloyces of the Ministry of the
Lo | ) SRR & S T

Interior, of whow tno nwoot oy e cioollbo 0antoCIUE ai JUNDL Gl L0
Hermoone

Two other inctitutions nre uced by the ruling wilitary clite um_pirt of 1ts )
cyvatem of civil reprocslon.  The Deprrtomento Tecnico (Tmch;iﬁnl ﬂayTrﬁm&nt) ol
th& Ministry of the Interior cffectively functions ng o ~UTONOLIOUS 2ﬂ§¥ zpart
from the Minictry itoelfs From itc buildiny in the city ﬂg;trﬁ L ?ELLE nd
Jejuy Street n11 espionag work nppninst p@litic;l Ggycnaﬂﬁm, soth wLFglﬂ gmd
outside the country, io carricd out under the 1nbel of 'tho rov eﬂ?iﬁﬂ of )
Communism'e The two chiefs nre Dr antonio Cainpos Aduu, wn cxpert L ‘(,:'1’15:3‘ o 0l
psycholopicnl torture who spont seversl  yenrs ig tberUnltad StﬂFQﬂ_?t E;G i
Internationnl Police Ac-demy in Washinpgtorn, ~nd DPudi dellmn, 8 E?rnguaynﬂ Gi.
German oxtraction who ir esnecially femred for his brutad Popresslon of warkgra
~t the 8an Antonio nent alant, owned by the Internationnl troaducts Cﬁrpﬂ?ﬁtlﬁﬂ
of New Jersey, These two men, together with Dr Hipuel ﬁ§§;} Restrrd, roeolatant
~oeretory of the Hinistry of the T.terior, control the vital cyotem ?f commu;m
icntiOHELbetweﬁﬂ the political section of the United stotes Embnﬁﬁy in Asuncion
and the ruliny military elite. All information ~hout ;Dliti;al pPrisoners 1nr
Paraguay is forwarded to the C.leA. via Fhiﬁ foéﬂe. For thlﬂ.fﬁiiéﬂt thftﬁiftw
repeated claim by the U.S, Bnbrssy officinals in Paraggmy to the Gligct Fhm _ze}
are irnorant of the cxilstence of polliticnl prisoners in Parnpuay SCCho doubtful.

The Finnl branch of the system of repression uscd by t?ﬁ m%litmry clite 15 th?ﬁ
~morphous collection of pyragues (secret police), moaintained by Lhe %tﬁt?}V$m
the Ministry of the Interior. Thoir numbers arc hard.ta gn§¥e ﬁ?¢§rntgly ﬂf?t
hnve in the past been grontly exﬁggﬂrﬁted.” Thgy*c;nlhe divided %HF?Ht%?eegﬁzln
types. Firstly, there is o full-time stﬁfi L. czv11}mn dfeﬂﬁtﬂﬁd Lu%u%d Wi .
specinl Jrmes Bond=-type identity cords which gran# tirem Auperor chrtug a?e? Iﬁe
police, They number about 300, Secondly, thereil; R pﬂft—tlﬂﬂﬂﬁt?ff of informe
ation gntherers (public cmployces, students, tnxi-drivers, hotel mﬁ?ff ~nd pros-
titutes) who nre pnid only by results, numbering ot lenst zqoo_ Trhirdly, therc
i5 n smnall proup of ~bout 100 poor people WOTKINg ;n the city cegtrﬁ S ﬂt?eetu
vendors, bootblacks, newspaper secllers. and silndl-tane C@§irabnnd15t;%t T?Gbe
only rewsard for thelr services appears to be the freec dolly m;al ghlch U??y_ |
receive from the Ministry. The headguarters ol thoe secrcet police 18 2 bu%mdlng
opposite the U.S, Rmbassy bohind the Police Hospital Rigab?rtc ?abal}grf}ln
ﬁvénida Kubischok. The chicf of the secret police, which 1s unacr the direct
control of President Strocssner, is ctlled arnsho Conding

Telephone tapping occurs widely in Asuncion. It is carricd out frﬁm thg
Vigilancio Civil v Policinl Department of the main statbe telephone 5ervlc%
LHTEICO) in General BrugeﬁLﬁnd M. Dominguez Street in asuncion, over 6O o?h
the 1,200 (1968) cmployees of ANTELCO nre part-tine pol}ce. Tﬂgﬁlﬂg‘lﬁ car?}ed
out by a modern system of 12-trock ~ssctte-=type recording mﬁﬂhlﬁﬁﬂ1lﬂﬂt&lluq i
by a team from Sicmens in 1965, ind it is considered to be the nost modern systen
of its kind in Lotin dmcrice today.

Viewcd 2s = whole, the security system of Stroessner's reginc mug? be ?o?ﬁidered
a clumsy ~nd unsophisticated onc from an Qrgaﬁigatienml and_techﬂLcal pOLﬁt gfﬁd
view, when compared with that of neighbouring 5?&21}, Yot it mug?hbe'recognlgu
that such 2 system is most efficient in a country like Poraguay with 1ts hlﬁtﬁiy
of dictatorship, low cducational level and smnll~town atinosphere, whcre rumours

sprend like wildfire. By employing = technique of masc random arrests of totally

innocent people, AND ESTPICIALLY THE AR.EST OF RELATIVES OF SQSP@CT ,ﬂhrute"
torturing nnd false accusations ond confessions, the vast ma;arlﬁy Oi‘the pogﬂ
ulation is inculcated with feare The fact that to date there Qﬁl?t% in P;#aguay
neither urban guerrilloe warfarce nor aeroplane highjacking nor pelitical Rldwlt
napping demonstrates the success of the 'Stroessncr met@md‘ ba;g@ ?nlf?ar.
should be pointed out that the penalty for such ﬁ§bv?rglve activities in
Paraguay, unlilke other South American countrics, is instant death.
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FATHS OF POLITICAL PRISONERS
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The death of political prisorors whitle in police cuglbody 1o an all~too common
occurrence in Farasuny. It ois lmpossible to be oxnct wout the number of such
denths becnuse the anternal operations of the pollce are still surrounded in
secrecy. for exonmple, ou Aupust 19th of last yeor, the newszpoper ARBC Color
announiced the arrest ol Junn Joge Avilna, Snlam lhrahim Hescond, Horaseio Marcos
Cano mnd Dario Alberto Goni. HMNotkbirve hes been heard of them since, One

night in August this yenr, - non escoped From the Denartamento de Investipgacione
e3 nnd climbed on to the roof of an adjacent building in the city centrec. -
According to some witnesses, he shouted: 'I prefer to die rather than to return
to the torturesdy snd then threw himsell to his denths. Nothing wns ever reported
in the press, yet eye-wltnesscs zoorn mode the incident common knowledige in
Asuncion the following dny,

The following are three well-documented crges of decths of politicnl prisoners
whilast in detentions

JUAN JOSE FARIAL 1=

On Morch 7th 1969, Faries, o thirty-cisht-veor-old cigerctte and sweet seller
in the streets of Asuncion wos arrested ~and talten to the Departmnmente de
Investimaclones on gusplcion of bringing secret ressages Irow argentinan. On
12th March, his body wns delivered to his wife by the police followingm & pron-
ounceunent Ly forensic Doctor lHernaon Godoy thot ne haod died ol o heart attock.
However, -~ lepel cutopsy the followilig doy revealed bloated lungs, fractured
ribs, blood-clotted nose. He hed been besten with lecother or rubber thongs
nd then subjected to the 'bath¥ torturce, which his body hnd not withetood,
There was no cvidence of heart follure. A protest by thce oppositon Iiberal
Radical Party clicited no responge nt all fron the government.

JUAN BAUTISTA BENITIA: -

Benitez, o campesino from Loma Pyta, wos arrested at his home in November
1967, He was tortured and then placed iu the seventh oolice station, where he
became 111l in August 19069, For ten dayc he romained seated on thoe floor, ns
his breathing becane wenker, and his body bopon to swell until he finally died
in that poegition, All dceas for medicel atiention by his fellow=-prisoners

were met with the, comments 'Let him die! from the prison guards. His body was

returmed to his wife and two deughters by the police, who even chargeal her for
the coffin,

CUMERCINDO GAMARRA: -

On February l4th 1968, Guanrra, o campesino from Toledo Canada, Copiata wacs
arrested 1in o bar in Asuncion with no explanation gliven, le was trnken to the
Departamento de Investipgaciones, where he was tortured and mede to confess to
being a Communist, ceven though he was o member of the ruling Colorado Party.

He was then placed in the gecond police stnation, where ne went on hunper strike
in March of this yecar, to plead his nnocence. Higs death in the police hosp-
ital, Rigoberto Caballero, was announced on Mny 20th, following a 33 day
hunger strike., His body was returned to his wife and scven children without

A medical certificate or explanation. wWith 1t came appreximately 25 dollars.
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THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRIGONERS
IN PARAGUAY

Throughout 1970 and so far this year, only threcParaguayan political prisoners
have been relecased from long-ferm imprisonnient. The nature oi thelr release
reflects the arbitrecr system under which they are held, based purcly on the
whims of the Fresident, and outside any Jjudicial process.




DR LADISLAQ PINKIRO: -

Dr Pineiro, n thirty-cipght-ycr-cld ceconomict ~nd wember of the ruling
Color~do Prarty wrs ~rrested on Junce 21st whilot driving in o strect rony hig

home in asuncion. He spent most of his imprisonnent in the 'Ywevonth! police
sthtion ~nd woes never tried, He stated: |

'Therce were five prisoncrs in our cell, which mecsurcd 10 fect squnre. The

food provided by thoe ~unrds wees inediblo. A5 I had rel-tives in agsuncion, 1
wns nble to hrove food brought to me drnily. Most of my comprnions wore 111lite

crnte urpesinos whose rel-tives were both too poor rand lived too {nr nwry to
bo nble to send them food., Most of these prisoners hrve no iden why they nre

imprisoned ~t ~ll.!

Lt secems thnt Pincelro wos relensed nftor repernted requests from sn influentinsl
reintive who wrs cloge to the President.

GARCETE ASTixIO ROMAN: -

Romnn, » fifty-cipght-yenr-old frrmer snd member of the Liberal Party wos
rrreosted on 2nd July 1962 on the outskirts of Asuncion. Rouan had left the
country after the Revolution of 1947, but h-d returncd voluntorily from exile
in 1960, He spent r yesr in the notoriocus Tacumbu prison chmp, brenking stones.

From there, he wns tr-nsferred to the top security Ythird! police station, whero

he spent the next seven yenrs. He stated:

VI wns never -llowed to lenave tho cell in the whole soven yvenrs throt I wns
theres  There wos mbsolutely no rending w-terinl ~llowed nt nll, One dny, -
priest wne ~llowed in, ~nd he left » Bible for us to rend. 4 fow dnys loater,

when the gunrds found out, they renoved it. Some of my componions, like Antonio

Sotomayor, hnve never hod ~ vigit from o relntive for vears.!

Roman wns relecsed nfter his teennge daughter, toking advantoge of the Prege-
ident's birthdry on 3rd November, when thoussnds file post the Presidentinl
Palace to shrke honds with him, personsally asked Stroessner for her frther's
liberty., On relense, Rommn whs obviously under considernble ment-l strain,

LIVIO GONZALYZ SANTANDER: -

Semtander, a trode union lender, wis ~rrested on July 27th, 1961, On the night
of 12th June of this yenr, following » dny of nantionzl festivities, Alfredo
Stroessncr, the twenty-five-yenr-old son of the President, visited the top
securlty 'third! police station in the city centre. He was drunk, ~nd proceeded
to threnten the prisoners, ~ssuring them thot they would never leave their

cell ~live. Yet nt the snne time 1t ~ppears that he was shocked by the nppall-
ing physical coundition of Santander, who was in o otrte of temporary noralysis
from the woist down following mn unsuccessful hunger strike which he begron on
20th Sentember, 1970, nad ended months later when he was forcibly injected
with n liguid food scrum in the police hospital Rigoberto Cnbnllero, ~fter he
had lost consciousness,

On the day following the visit by Alfredo Stroessner, o womnnn doctor visited
the cell, =znd he was 1mmedintely tronsferred back to the police hospitaly where
he received V.l.P, trentment from o tenu of doctors. When sufficicntly
recovered to be able to walk, he was relensed on l2th August and driven by
military escort to the home of his aged mother in Asuncion. He had been under
arrest for 10 yenrs and 16 days without trinl. There is no doubt that he is
now A frec mon benuse of » combinntion of fate rnd the personal compnssion of
n very importsnt mnn.

in the ruling military elite,

Appendix Di. On 13th December. three of them entered the Chilean

TWO RECENT INCIDENTS IN PARAGUAY

The ﬁTbitTﬁ?ﬂ infriﬂ;@maﬁt Ol borie humqn rights by the —uthoritics io - willy
occurrenco 1n F#?fﬁuﬁy3 cnd cmly beeomes widely known cbout whern the form it
tralios 15 pnrticumﬂﬁ%Fhﬂrah, oy oW citizoens of nich zoclodl otrbus sre tiocted,
For eggmple, Er Juirne Codas Thoupson, o rorasuayan doctor and teading exnert
on_raalalggy 1l bﬂ?th Aneriecr. van expelled fron hio country in hig gyiamaé

last year after criticisine deficiencics in the state hospital '

dinn In J N cystem at o
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Tiven 24 hours' notice to lesve nis country aftenr
matt's '"Romulus the Grest! ot

the authorities as an indirect criticics of +the noYral

atteuipting to stape Durren-
IS A N Sy : -
1 cheatre in Asuncion. This was laterpreted b

. _1'-

y
aecadence prevalent with-

™ Y “ I T IS - _ L _ --. . . .
I'wo well documented examyles of the infrinzement of luninn richte this vear in
Paraguay are described below,

THE LOPEZ AFFAIR:w

On the night of 3rd December last vear, [ivec political orisoners escaped through
2 tunnel from the seventh police station of Asuncion. I'hey brought with them

a letter signed by 2all the prisoners detained there, which is reﬁrmduced 11

o . o M nt Imbassy in
Asuncion nnd werc granted political asylum on 17th December. They were Dr A
Goilburu, a MOPOCC lemder who had been kidnapred in arcentinisn waters on

2%rd Noventber, 19693 by Parsrusayan police whilst fiching with his son, Capta..
Maidana Arias, hero ol the Chaco Wrr and wilitary lecder, ond Cristobel Lopez,
an 1lliterste canpesino. The following week, the oolice oceuied sotel Hara,
which b cks on to the FEmbaszsy, On the nirhl of 2nd Jonuary, o younp wonan

was hired to lure one of the three, Crictobel Lovez, on to the mbassy wall,

whereupon ng was arrested by the police, His 'confescion' led to the immed-
late arrest of the remaining two srisoners ebill at loarse. The Chilean Coneul
1n pParaguay lodged o formal protest against what be described as 'kidnapping!
and 'a breach of diplomatic immunity'. The two prisoners <till in the mmbassy
were [lown to Suntiago, but insistent denande by the “hilean authorities tha
Lopez be returned to the Imbacsy were not met, and he is otill under arrest at
the Departamento de Investigaciones.

THE MONZON CAZE:-

On 27th February of this year., a Uruguayan priest, P. Uberfil ilonzon, disappe
eared in Asuncion shortly after srriving from Fontevidee to take up 2 new
posting in Paraguay. On Znd March, following insistent enquirvies by the
Church hisrarchy, the ~uthorities adwmitted that he wns belng held by the police
¢n suspicion of being lirnked with the subversive "Tupamaru! movement of
Uruguay. Following international protest against such arbitrary arrest, Mons,
Andres Rubio, Auxilinry Bishop of Montevideo, and his secretary were sent to
plead for the release of 2. Monzon. On their arrival st Asuncion alrport on
March 8th, eggs and tomatoes were thrown at them by some thirty women police
who had been drugred and made drunk then driven to the airport, where, they
were told, two foreign subversives were due to arrive. Mons. Rubio was
punched, scratched on the face. had his glasses knocked off and his holy cross
ripped from his neck,

Monzon was tortured during the first ten days of his detention, after which
he was placed in the police hospital, Rigoberto Caballero, in order te allow
time for the more visible marks of torture to be erased, The forn af torturc
was the bath' (described above), in an attempt to wmake hicw confess that
Bishop Bogarin and Padre Giuenez, editor of the Cathcolic week®y Comunidad,

L

were subversiveg., He heard screams which, he was told, came from other priests

who were veing tortured, He was blindfolded and taken to the edpge of the River
Poraguay, and told he was poins to be drowned unless he confessed, Stones
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was beaten np geveral times during these ten days,

L.

e wng tinally releasad and Lown o nentevideo un 7th agril, where ne woas
1mm&diﬁtelv mterncd Ln o0 oanentod hL“1 tﬁ] sutfloring fron covere depression.
For wecks afterwnrds, no ﬂjmxlrl 1L Tood dntake - e offoccs of Lhe Tooth!
torture. NO charges were presso ngaiﬂﬁa ho hy Che Urupaoayon authoritlies on
his return, Uh.os wes deonite tho full.?xﬂﬂgth contession' to being o Tupamaru,
octensibly wade by monzon ~nd oubiished by the Pnrnc-usyan authoritics in
Asuncion newspanors.  In ooty fthis 'confassion' was o word for word transcript
taken from o reeent interviow vith o QCuprosru o wbich wes nublished in 1970 in

g m“-ﬂﬂw

Fie

book =sibout the Tu upanzrus. the cignoture of Monzon anneors to hove been obtained
by the use of druas, since he hos no recollection of ever signing such documents.

W L

19.

IHE DEFANCE OF HUMaN 1 IGATS WITHIN PARAGUAY

The only porson repeatedly to denounce in Parliament the situation of political
prisoners in Paraguay is Dona Carnen Casco e Lara Castro, o Iibernl Radical
Represcntative who organises a weckly food supply to the police station  where
prisoners are detained. Her status os Memwber of Parliament has not stopped the
authorities tram oersonally attacking her continually on the radio and in the
folslnl pregs. She 1s President of the Comision de Dufense de los Derechos
Humanos en ol Parapguay, which has unfortunately ceased to function ns an effect-
ive mobilising ferce for public opinion cver since 1tn Vice~President, Geronino
Irala Burgos, was expelled from the country in Decenber 1969, znd its young
Secretary, Sr. Rulz Arce, imprisoned.

On 10th December 1969, on the anniversary of the signing of the Human Rightso
Charter (of which the Paraguaysan Govermment ig also o sienatory), John Fox,
Resident Representative of the United Nations Develoowent CProgramme in Paraguay,
a U,5. citizen, opposed a planned street distributicn of conies of the Human
Riphts Charter on the pgrounds that 'it would be intervreted as o political act!,
On the =ame date the following —ear, Sra Lara Castro tried to have copies of a
list of «ll known political prisoners in Parapuay distributed to Representatives
and Senators whilst Conpgress wos in session,  However, the Speoker of the House,
Dr augusto Zaldivor, ordered all copiesz to be confiscated before they could be
distributed.

One of the firmest upholders of human rights in Parapguay, and o living legend in
his country, is Professor Luls Resclkk, a tescher and menber of the Christian
Denocrat Party and o firm believer in the G¢fic3cy of non=violent protest. He
is the Headmaster of Colegio Juan XX111, ¢ oinly seconuary school in the whole
country cspecinlly catering fOr the needs the working class, Some measure of
Resclt's courage can be gained from the fact that he has already been arrested
over Y0 times for denouncing 1in the classroom the disrespect of human -richts
shown by Strocssner!s Government., Resck ig sterile aos o result of one of the
multitude oi tortures tnat have been inflicted on him. Now well over fifty, the
1atest (at the time of writing) inprizonment in July 1971, when he apent three
weeks in 2 tiny cell in the Policia Central, and the wELectg of the hunger strike
which he then undgrtook to secure his reluau¢1 hove left him in oo stabe of
nervous collapse and with a dangerous stomach ulcer spxrtly after belng

roleased. His house 1s under constant survelllance, sples are sent to record
his lecturcs, yet he continues to teach in over ten differcent schools weekly,
both in Asuncion and the Interior, degpite his deliicate state of health,
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