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UA 247/91 Fear for Physical Safety 19 July 1991

GUATEMALA: Otto PERALTA, student leader
Carmen REYNA, (f) student leader

Amnesty International is concerned for the safety of Otto Peralta and Carmen
Reyna, two leaders of the Asociacidén de Estudiantes Universitarios (AEU),
University Students Association, of the University of San Carlos (USAC)
following three incidents in which men who identified themselves as members
of the National Police called on their homes and interrogated their families.
The men questioned the families about the participation of Otto Peralta and
Carmen Reyna in February 1991 at the 47th General Assembly of the United Nations
(UN) Human Rights Commission in Geneva, Switzerland, where they both gave
evidence to the Human Rights Commission on the human rights situation in
Guatemala.

On 29 June 1991, a man dressed in plain clothes called at the Guatemala
City home of AEU leader Carmen Reyna. Carmen Reyna was not at home. The caller
showed the family a police badge and said he was a member of the Departamento

de Investigaciones Criminoldgicas de la Policia Nacional (Criminal
Investigations Department of the National Police). He asked the family
detailed questions about Carmen Reyna's visit to Geneva to attend the UN.
He wanted to know who had sponsored the visit of the AEU delegation, why the
delegation went there and what they did there. The family stated that the
man filled in what seemed like an official police questionnaire. He also had
details of the flights the delegation had taken to Geneva and how long they
had stayed there. When the family asked why the police needed this information,
they were told it was for Carmen Reyna's protection.

Following the incident, Otto Peralta, Secretary General of the AEU, as
well as USAC Rector Alfonso Fuentes met on 12 July 1991 with the Minister of
the Interior, Fernando Hurtado Prem. The Minister assured them that no
investigation had been ordered by the National Police. On that same day, a
man answering the same description as the one who went to Carmen Reyna's house
visited the home of Otto Peralta. He was not at home at the time, but the
caller again identified himself as being from the National Police and asked
similar questions of Otto Peralta's family. On the following day, 13 July 1991,
the same man called again at Carmen Reyna's house, this time in the company
of three other men dressed in plain-clothes and driving a four wheel drive
vehicle with foreign plates. They again asked the same questions of the family,
and again insisted that the investigation was being carried out for the
protection of Carmen Reyna and Otto Peralta. Amnesty International is
concerned for the safety of Carmen Reyna and Otto Peralta and is calling on
the government to investigate these incidents.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The AEU leadership and membership has been continually targeted under successive
regimes in Guatemala. Amnesty International has documented scores of cases
of students and their leaders who have been extrajudicially executed or
"disappeared" under military and civilian governments over the past 30 years.
In August and September 1989, at least 12 students and staff from the USAC
were "disappeared", seven of whom were subsequently found dead. A number of
the victims were reportedly leaders of the AEU. (See Guatemala: Human Rights
Violations Directed against Student Leaders, AI Index: AMR 34/52/89 of September



1989).

Since the new government of President Jorge Serrano Elias came to power
in January 1991, Amnesty International has learned of increasing numbers of
trade union leaders and members of popular movements, including the AEU, who
have been subjected to threats, harassment, attempted abduction and possible
extrajudicial execution. (See Guatemala: Trade Unionists and Political
Activists Targeted under the New Government of June 1991, AI Index: AMR
34/28/91). The choice of the victim and the manner in

which these abuses have been carried out suggest the involvement of the security
forces in the guise of the so-called "death squads". Many trade unionists
and members of popular movements have been forced to leave the country.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Telegrams/telexes/faxes/express and airmail letters:

- expressing concern that individuals apparently posing as members of the
National Police have been harassing Otto Peralta and Carmen Reyna in
circumstances which raise fears for their safety;

- also expressing concern that these visits were made because of their legitimate
work in monitoring the human rights situation in Guatemala;

- asking for an investigation into the incidents mentioned above, and that
those found responsible be brought to justice.

APPEALS TO:

S.E. Jorge Serrano Elias

(Salutation: Excelentisimo Sr. Presidente)
Presidente de la Republica de Guatemala

Palacio Nacional

Guatemala, Guatemala

Telegrams: Presidente Serrano, Guatemala, Guatemala

Telexes: 5331 CAPRES GU
Faxes: + 502 2 537472; + 502 2 519702
Tel No: + 502 2 21212; + 502 2 22266

Lic. Fernando Hurtado Prem

(Salutation: Sefior Ministro)

Ministro de Gobernacidn

Despacho Ministerial

Oficina No. 8, Primer Nivel

Palacio Nacional

Guatemala, Guatemala

Telegrams: Ministro Gobernacién, Guatemala, Guatemala

Telexes: 5085 MINGOB GU
Faxes: + 502 2 518105
Tel No: + 502 2 21212, ext 500; 518105-6

Cnel. Julio Enrique Paiz Bolafios

(Salutation: Sefior Director)

Director General de la Policia Nacional

6 Avenida 13-71

Zzona 1, Guatemala, Guatemala

Telegrams: Director Policia, Guatemala, Guatemala
Tel No: + 502 (2) 20221; 515158

Sra. Maria Luisa Beltranena de Padilla
(Salutation: Sefiora Ministra)



Ministro de Educacién

Ministerio de Educacidn

Palacio Nacional

Guatemala, Guatemala

Telegrams: Ministra Educacion Beltranena
Guatemala, Guatemala

Tel No: + 502 2 21212; + 502 2 20162



COPIES TO:

Lic. Ramiro de Ledén Carpio
Procurador de Derechos Humanos
Avenida Simedén Cafias 10-61
Zona 2,

Guatemala, Guatemala

Lic. Alfonso Fuentes

Rector

Universidad de San Carlos de Guatemala (USAC)
Ciudad Universitaria

zZona 12, Guatemala, Guatemala

Sefiores

Asociacidén de Estudiantes Universitarios (AEU)
Ciudad Universitaria

Zzona 12, Guatemala, Guatemala

Diario Siglo XXI

7a Avenida 11-79

Edificio Galerias Espafia, 60 piso
Zzona 9, Guatemala, Guatemala

and to diplomatic representatives of Guatemala in your country

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 30 August 1991.



