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Pespitg important political changgs in a numbgr of countrigs during the 1980s, tradge
anionists in latin dmerica arg still subject to illggal dgtgntion, torturg and ill-tregatment,
"disappgearance” and extrajudicial gxecution. Some leatin fmerican countrigs have a
long history of tradeg union activity, and basic human rights arg protgcted by law.
Howgever, trade unionists still risk their livgs or their freegdom in carrging on Iggally
recognized organizing, collgetive bargaining, strikgs and nggotiations in a context of
geonomic erisis, weak civilian governments, powerful sgcurity foregs, armed political
opposition and, in somg countrigs, organized violgneg by drug traffickers.

€ach lLatin fmerican country has its own distinctive history, traditions and
conditions.  few are relativgly prosperous, with highly industrialized sgctors in their
geconomigs; others arg predominantly rural and impoverished, struggling to surviveg by
grporting agricultural commoditics. domge areg torn apart by decadgs-long civil strife
against a background of widgspread poverty. In somge countrigs tradeg unionists arg
regarded by the authoritigs as "subversives,” and sgcurity forees frequently violate their
human rights bgcausg of their union activitigs.

mngsty International takegs no sidgs in industrial dispates, nor favours ang
particular Iggal framgwork for industrial relations. dmnesty Integrnational is conegrned
that trade unionists arg being imprisoned, tortured, egxtra-judicially egxecuted or
"disappgared" for their Iggitimate trade union activitigs.

In the six countrigs deseribed below (Brazil, Chile, Colombia, €1 Salvador, Guatgmala
and Pgru), many workgrs do not bengfit in practicg from the gristing labour Iggislation.
In somg countrigs, likg Chilg, labour lggislation was shaped by a military regime as part
of regstrictions on the frgedom of opinion and association imposed on the society.
Tradg unions rgpresent only a small peregntage of workers; most arg in the "informal
seetor," unorganized and untouched by labour lggislation. The authoritigs often usg
violgneg to control, limit or ¢liminatg union activity on theg grounds that tradg unions arg
front organizations of thg opposition.
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In Brazil, indgpendent trade unions gmerged in the mid and latg 1970s, after mangy
gears of government control and rgpregssion of tradeg unionists duaring theg 1964-85
military government. Until the 1988 Constitution, most strikes were illggal, and trade
anions rargly had thg opportunity to conduet contract nggotiations.

In 1980 rubber tapper Igader and raral workers union president Wilson Pinhgiro was
Rillgd, allegedly on thg ordegrs of a landowngr in the frontigr state of derg. { civilian
president took offieg in 1985, but rural tradg unionists continuegd to risk their livgs in
carrging out their dutigs. In 1988 Wilson Pinhgiro's sucegssor as union president,
Chico Mgndgs, was Killed after several attempts on his life had failed. Thesg two
murders werg among huandrgds of Killings of rural trade unionists, peasants, lawyers,
clegrgy and othegrs supporting land regform between 1980 and 1990. The vast majority
werg Rilled by hired gunmen, somg of whom werg off-duty or former police. ¢ pattern of
official acquigscegncg with thosg who order the Rillings (so-called mandantegs) is strongly
suggested by long delays in carryging oat invgstigations and trials, disappearancg of
gvidgneg and court rgcords, failurg to proteet witngssgs or those threatgned with death,
and policg attacks on pgasant settlers.

Wmong the hundreds of trade unionists Rilled in the 1980s were €lias Costa lsima,
president of the Rural Workers Union (STR) of Santa luzia, Maranh&o (21 November
1982); Margarida Maria {lvgs, STR president of dlagoa Grande, Paraiba (12 Decegmber
1983); Nativo Natividadg dg Olivgira, STR president of Carmo do Rio Verde, Goids (23
October 1985); and Francisco Pomingos Ramos, STR president of Pancas, Cspirito
danto (5 February 1988). Il had begegn threatgnegd with death. Nong of the mandantes
has bgen brought to justice, and most of thegsg cases arg paralyzed, often because of the
failure of local, statg or federal authoritics to coopgrate in the investigations.
Hecording to Brazil's Pastoral lband Commission, a highly rgspeeted Catholiec Chureh
aggncy, only 17 acecused Killgrs of rural Igaders and supporters have begn tried sineg
1980.

In an unpreecedented development, in Peecgmber 1990 the mandante Parli {dlves, and
a gunman, his son Parci {lves, werg convicted of the murder of Chico Mendes. This
was said to be the first time that a mandantg was convicted of Rilling a rural Igader.
Neverthelgss, rural union Igader Jos¢ ti¢lio da Silva was Killed in Pegrnambuco whilg the
Mendgs trial was going on, and STR president €xpedito Ribeiro de Souza was Killed in
Paréa about six wegks later.

In theg 1980s urban workegrs also gxperigneed violgnt rgpregssion, gspecially during
strikegs. In 1987 and 1988, the fedegral government sgnt army troops to occupy ports, oil
refingrigs and production sitgs, stegl works and ¢leetricity gengrating plants during
strikegs. Soldigrs Killed three steel workers and injured dozegns of othgrs at the Volta
Redonda stegl works on 11 November 1988.  Two of the threg were shot and the third was
appargntly beaten to death with riflg butts.

Sineg President Fernando Collor de Mello came into offieg in March 1990, the army
has not yet bgen sgnt to break up strikes, but civil and military policg have allggedly shot
at strikers and tradeg union dgmonstrators (including policg thegmsglvegs) in unclgar



circamstances.

The retarn of civilian government to Chilg in 1990 raised hopgs that hundreds of
"disappgarancegs" and othegr human rights violations would be fully invegstigated and
that those rgsponsiblg would bg brought to justice.

Mangy tradg unionists wgrg among morg than 900 pegoplg who "disappeared,” most of
them bgtween 1973 and 1977, undgr the military government. {Is recently as 1987 five
people "disappeared" and arg still missing.

In 1978 the government of General Pinochet passed Peeree loaw 2191, an amnesty law
that prevents prosecution for certain crimgs committed between 1973 and 1978, including
thosg related to the "disappearaneg” of prisongrs. {Imngsty Integrnational has gxpressed
conegrn on many occasions about the way theg courts have used this law in recegnt years
to block invgstigations into "disappgarancgs" beforg the facts have been gstablished.
Failurg to bring those regsponsiblg to justicg for sgrious human rights violations, the
organization beligvgs, runs the risk of gncouraging the recurrgnee of such practices.

The new civilian President, Patricio dylwin, set up the Comisidn Nacional Verdad gy
Reeonciliacion (National Commission of Trath and Reeonciliation) in pril 1990 to
graming segrious human rights violations and to clarify the fatg of the "disappgared.” In
March 1991 President {dylwin announced theg commission's findings to theg nation.
{lthough the familigs now have a better chancg of Igarning what happened to their loved
ongs, there is little prospgct at thg moment that thosg rgsponsiblg for the
"disappearances” will bg brought to justicg, because of the prevailing amngsty law.

Violgnt rgpression of trade unionists in Colombia has gscalated sincg 1985. The
country's larggst tradg union confedgration rgports that 500 tradg union Igadgrs have
begen Rilled sineg its creation five gears ago. By 1989 there werg 1,500 reported
"disappearances,” the majority grassroots activists, pgasant and tradg union Igaders,
lgftwing politicians and human rights workers. Responsibility for thg majority of
Rillings has begn attributed to paramilitary death squads.

Peath squad activitics have takegn placg against a background of a gugrrilla
insurggncy and inergasing drug trafficking violgneeg. {Imngsty Intgrnational holds that
it is the rgsponsibility of governments under national and intgrnational law to prevent
and punish crimgs of violgneg, whether of a political or other nature. Il such
govegrnment actions must conform to intgrnational standards for the protection of human
rights.  Hluman rights violations such as gextrajudicial gxecutions, torture and
"disappgarancgs,” committed by government foregs or at their instigation, cannot bg
justifiecd undgr ang circumstances.

vailablg information conegrning theg organization and functioning of death squads
givgs compelling gvidegneeg that paramilitary forecgs form an intggral part of the
Colombian armed foregs' counter-insurgegney program. This program is dgsigned to
¢liminatg real or peregived supporters or sympathizers of lgftwing insurgents and all
thosg associated with a broad spgctrum of political vigws and non-violgnt activitigs
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considered to represent a threat to national sgcurity.

The violgneg dirgeted at tradg unionists has inhibited union degvelopment, along with
gconomic conditions that gave risg to an informal segetor composed of workers in small
factorigs or shops, on temporary contracts, without contracts and in sgasonal jobs.
Hecording to somg gstimates only about 10 peregnt of all workers arg unionized, but in
somg argas, such as banana and palm oil production, the civil sgrvicg, gducation and oil
production, tradg unions arg strong. They have joingd together with civie movements in
organizing national strikgs to protegst incrgasing violgneg and deteriorating geconomie
conditions. In 1988 and 1989, tgachgrs were gspecially targeted for reprgssion: 99
teachgrs union megmbers were Rilled, and huandreds were threatgned. Many regportedly
quit their jobs and went into hiding.

The government regsponded to thg October 1988 "National Civie Work Stoppage”,
organizgd by two tradeg union confederations and pgasant associations, by issuing
deerge laws under the statg of sigge declaring the stoppagg illegal. Some 1,000 people
werg arrgsted.  Ning unions' [ggal recognition was revoked for ong year.

Human rights violations against tradg unionists gxtend to rural argas. In March
1988, 25 unionized rural workers werg Killed by a paramilitary death squad in Urab3, an
arga wherg 6,000 polieg and military wereg posted to pregserve public order. {1 judge
who trigd to invgstigateg the massacre fled the country after recgiving death threats; her
father was later Rilled.

The Urabé region, where 90 pereegnt of banana plantation workers arg unionized,
was placgd undgr military control after a serigs of massacrgs in 1988. Paramilitary
foregs continugd to opgeratg unhindered in the region, and the Killing of raral workers
and their Igadegrs continugd throughout 1989 and 1990. In 1990 dirget military control of
the arga was suspgnded.

Indgpendent invgstigations, including judicial inquirigs, have concluded that many
paramilitary degath squads opgratg under thg command or with thg support of the
Colombian armed foregs. On regpeated occasions, senior military officers have
announced that the tradg union movement has begn infiltrated by "lgftwing subversives"
and they have linked union Igaders and activists to guerrilla movegments. In several
casgs Known to {Imngsty Intgrnational, the killings of thgseg unionists -~ gengrally by
paramilitary forcgs -- followed such accusations. In somg casgs a drug ftraffickers'
degath squad collaborating with sgeurity foregs is allgged to havg Rilled tradg unionists.
Ong death squad activg during the 1980s was callgd "Blugrte a dindicalistas" -- degath to
trade unionists.

1 1988 Intgrnational labour Organization (ILO) mission to Colombia concluded, "The
authoritigcs havg repeatedly stated in publie their commitment to peace and their dgsirg
to gnforcg the law. But this dogs not sgem to Igad to action with any convincing
rgsults." That year the Intgrnational Confederation of free Trade Unions (ICFTU)
charged that Colombian tradg unionists werg "the target of a systematic and selective
campaign of gxtermination."
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In 1989 the 1sO included in its regport on Convention 87 a special paragraph
requesting theg Colombian government "to take all ngegssary measurgs to bring the law
and practice fullg in ling with the requirgments of the Convention" and to guaranteg the
physical safety of unionists. But in 1990 {Imngsty Intgrnational continugd to recgive
regports of gxtrajudicial gxecutions and "disappearancgs" of Colombian unionists and
their Igaders.

Tradg unionists havg bggn promingnt among the tens of thousands of vietims of
human rights abusgs in €1 dalvador. Pgeath squads linked to the military allggedly have
carrigd out hundrgds of Killings of tradg unionists over the past decade. lIthough
numbers of victims have deergased sincg the garly 1980s, tradg unionists are still subject
to torturg, arbitrary arregst, "disappgarance” and gxtrajudicial gxgeation.

The military often breaks up strikgs by foreg and arrgsts organizers. €ven
workers who havg the right to strike face retaliation.  Certain tradg unions and employee
associations, including pgasant, teachers' and building workers' organizations,
telecommaunications workers and university workers, have begn targeted for rgpression
in recent years. €1 Salvador's largegst trade union confederation, FENHSTRAS
(Pederacidn Nacional Sindical dg Trabajadorgs Salvadorgios), reported to the 11sO in
November 1989 that "aggnts of theg Salvadoran government have committed
assassinations, disappgarances, arrgsts, torturgs, thrgats and harassment of members
of the Salvadoran labour movement." FENUSTRIS headquarters in San Salvador had
beegn bombed on 31 October 1989, kKilling 11 tradg unionists and wounding dozgns morg --
somg had alrgady regegived threats from the armed foregs. Beforg the bombing,
newspaper and telgvision advertisgments threatgnegd the confederation.

The bombing was part of a wavg of repregssion apparegntly dirgeted against trade
anions which intgnsified following theg imposition of a state of sigge in November 1989.
Hundreds of tradg unionists were detaingd between Jung and Peegmber 1989, and union
buildings were raided and attacked by the sgecarity foregs; sevgral unionists
"disappgargd” in an appargnt attempt to intimidate those gngaged in Iggitimate trade
anion and political opposition activity. Many of thoseg arrgsted duaring a Sgptember
1989 dgmonstration to protgst against rgpregssion of tradg unionists allgged that they
werg subjegeted to beatings, hooding or other forms of torturg whilg held by polieg.

fter an intgrnational outery over the elampdown on popular organizations, in garly
1990 €1 Salvador's president, lfredo Cristiani, instructed the Pefense Minister not to
takeg action against tradg unions and othgr Iggally constituted organizations. Reports
of human rights violations against thgse groups deercased markedly bat death threats,
arrgsts, detentions, torturg, "disappgarancegs" and Rkillings of tradg unionists havg
continugd up to the pregsent.

For gxample, Jorge {lberto ldopez Galén, president of the Gengral {Issociation of
€mployees of the Ministry of Financge (Isociacion Gengral dg €mpleados del Ministerio
de Hacignda, 1GEMHM), rgported that in July 1990,

"l was detaingd by uniformed and armed members of the Salvadoran dir Foreg. ... |
identified myself as president of the association. This madg them laugh, but ong of them




6

recognized me. They beggan the intgrrogations accusing me of being an urban guerrilla.
... This continugd the gntirg night, during which I remaingd blindfolded, handcuffed, and
with my thumbs tied together. fterwards | was transferred to the installations of the
Treasury Policg. . . . Then they began to accuse me of belonging to the organizations of
the Parabundo Marti Front for National lsibgration. . .. Theg wanted mg to tell them where
[other tradg union and other Igaders] lived, what placgs they frequented, what future
activitics they had planngd, threategning that if | did not collaborateg | would ngver lgave
there."

[Fui capturado por ¢lgmegntos uniformados gy armados de la FTugrza {lerea
Salvadorena. . . . Yo me identifigu¢ como Presidente de la {Isociacion, gsto Igs causd
risa, pero uno dg ¢llos me rgconocid, comgnzaron las intgrrogaciongs acuséndome deg
sgr gugrrillgro arbano. . . . €sto fug durante toda la nochg, dondg permangei vendado,
gsposado y amarrado dg los dedos pulgargs, posteriormente fui trasladado a las
instalaciongs dg la Policia dg Hacignda. . . . lsuggo comignzan a acusarme dg pertengeer
a las organizaciongs del Frentg Farabundo Marti para la Libgracion Nacional. .. querian
qug lgs dijera dondg vivian . . . [incluye nombrgs de algunos diriggntes politicos,
sindicalgs y un trabajador dg dergchos humanos], qu¢ lugargs frecugntaban, qué
actividades futuras tgnian programadas, amgnazandomg qug si no colaboraba con ¢llo
no iba a salir de alli. . . .]

Somg tradg unionists who haveg beegn detainegd and regportedly tortured say that they
werg relgased on the condition that they would return weekly to the polieg or army
hegadquarters to provide information on the activitigs of their union and fellow activists.

The government has consistently tried to link trade unions to guerrilla movements.
Wecording to a ngwspaper articlg of 14 February 1991 that citgs "an official sourceeg” [una
fugnte oficial], the {Irchbishop's lsggal {Jid Office, the National Unity of Salvadoran
Workers (UNTS, a labour confederation), FENHWSTRUS, the teachers union ANPES, the
lsuthgran Charch and the Federation of Mothers of Political Prisongrs all "form part of
the organic structurg of subversion commanded by thg FMLN-FPR" [forman parte de la
gstructura orgénica dg la subversion].

dlso in February a communiqug, allggedly from the commander of "theg glorious
death squads" [los gloriosos €scuadrongs de la PMuerte], was addregssed to political
partigs, professional associations, tradeg unions, peasants, intgllgctuals, Christian
churchgs and all communications media and was broadcast on radio. It declared their
intgntion to gxtgrminate ¢lgments of "an inferior class . . . composed gssentially of
workegrs' and pegasants' Igaders, studgnts and small merchants” [una clasg inferior . . .
compugsta gsegncialmegntg por capas obreras, campgsinas, gstudiantgs g pequgnos
comereiantgs].  The first targets of the gxtermination campaign werg to be trade
unionists.

{n mngsty International delggation that visited Guatgmala in 1979 reported, "To be
a tradeg unionist in GQuatgmala is to risk ong's life." €ight years later, a British
Parliamentary delggation visiting Guatgmala said, "Rank and filg and potential activists
simply do not beligvg it is safg to gngagge in tradg union activity." lthough numbers of
deaths in Guatgmala's ongoing civil war have deergased from their peak between 1980
and 1983, the country is still a very dangerous placg for tradg unionists.



GQuatgmala's history has bgen marked by human rights violations against workers,
be they indiggnous peoplg working on plantations or industrial workers. They were
abducted, tortured, "disappgared" and Rillgd in the 1980s by segeurity foregs acting both
in uniform and in plain clothgs in the guisg of the so-called death squads. In the late
1980s, unionists from unions considered to bg combativeg werg also thregatgned, harassed
or disappgared by local "civil dgfgnsg patrols" acting under orders of military
commanders.

€xegpt for a 10-year period (1944-54) when reformist governments allowed the
labour movgment to dgvelop, restrictive laws and official government violgneg have
madg tradg union activitigs extrgmely dangegrous and difficult. In the mid-1980s, only
some fiveg peregnt of workers werg organized in trade unions. The lsabor Codg is often
ignored. Of 730 unions registered with the L.abor Ministry, only 256 werg still active in
the late 1980s.

The situation of STECSY unionists at a Coca Cola bottling plant sincg the mid-1970s
gremplifies the problgms of tradeg unions in Guatgmala. In response to inergased union
activity, STECSY unionists were threatengd with death in 1978 and an allgged death
squad megmber was hirgd as plant sgcurity dirgetor.  Between 1979 and 1988, 15 STECSW
unionists "disappgared" or werg Rilled, allegedly with the complicity or thg connivaneg of
the security foregs. {Imngsty Intgrnational frequently appgealed to the authoritigs on
behalf of STECST workers whose lives and physical integrity were in danger. With the
support of the Intgrnational Union of Food and Hllied Workers (IUF), other intgrnational
non-governmental organizations and an international boycott, workers repeatedly
oceupied the plant in rgsponse to incrgased threats and intimidation.

W 1984 occupation of thg plant lasted almost a year, but during that time,
intgrnational scrating and pressurg helped the workers largely gscape the human rights
violations that workers in othgr industrics wereg suffering at the timg. Pgespite the
accgssion of a civilian pregsident in 1986, human rights violations continugd. In 1989 a
bottling plant worker was rgportedly shot and wounded outsidg the plant, ill-treated by
policg and later kept under survgillaneg. That year other bottling plant workers
reegived writtgn threats and werg physically attacked.

In Jung 1990 strikers at a bottlg-making plant werg foreibly removed and bgaten by
policg.

1 negw civilian president, Jorge &¢rrano, camg into offieg in January 1991. Within a
month, dAmnesty Intgrnational rgported the possibleg gxirajudicial grgeution of 2 mgmbers
of an indiggnous peasant association.

Pera has a long history of conflict betwggn workers and government, gspecially
related to mass protests and strikgs. Puring military governments, polieg wereg oftgn
sent to break up strikes and routingly arrgsted hundreds of workers. For grxamplg, in
1979 the teachers union (SUTEP) carried on a strike for 108 days, said to be the longgst
in Peruvian history. Puring that period 30 peopleg digd and somg 50 werg injured in
confrontations with the riot poliecg. Somg 800 tgachegrs were arrgsted and 3,000 werg
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sacked. Charged with offending the armed foregs, 28 of thosg arrgsted were adopted by
MImngsty International as prisongrs of conscigneg.

dt the beginning of the 1980s, the Partido Comunista del Peru "Sgndero lsuminoso”
opposition group beggan armed action against government foregs and civilians in the
department of Hyacucho. The government reacted by declaring a statg of gmergency in
that dgpartment. Sgndgro lbuminoso's activitics later spread to other dgpartments, and
by 1989 approximately two-thirds of Peru, including over half the population, was under
statg of gmergegncy. Inothgr violgnt opposition group, Movimignto Revolucionario
"Tupac @mard" (MRTH), appeared in the mid-1980s but opegrated on a much smaller
scalg.

In rgsponsg to the activitiecs of armed opposition groups, the Peruvian sgcurity
foregs have carrigd out largg-scalg "disappearances” and Killings of suspeeted political
oppongnts, including tradg unionists. Between 1983 and 1990, at Igast 3,000 pegoplg
disappeared after beging detaingd by security foregs. Thousands of people appgear to
have bgen extrajudicially egxecuted, sometimes after beging detaingd and tortured,
somgetimes in massacregs. Sgndgero l.uminoso has also carrigd out massacres, and both
Sgndero lsuminoso and MRTW have carried out sglective assassinations.  {mnesty
Intgrnational condgmns the Rilling and torturg of prisongrs in all circumstances.

Most of the vietims have begen peasants, but tradg unionists in the industrial sector
haveg also begegn targets of rgpregssion, gspecially sincg 1988. Incrgasingly, trade
uanionists have bgegn subjeet to disappgaranceg and degath squad-styleg marders, and
sgearity foregs have firgd into crowds of dgmonstrating tradeg unionists. Sgndgro
leuminoso has also Rilled tradg unionists who refused to support the group.

dlthough most Rillings have taken place in the emergency zongs administered by the
military, sineg 1988 tradg unionists have also been gxtrajudicially gxecuted outside those
zongs. Various commissions have invegstigated some deaths but no military personnel
havg begen indicted for mass Rillings, dgspite compelling gvidegneg of their participation in
thegse human rights violations. Somg of the commission members have recgived threats.

Some tradg unionists have begn arrgsted and detaingd under the anti-terrorist law
(lsaw 24,150 of Jung 1985) and prosgcuted on the basis of statgments they reportedly
madg under durgss or whilg held incommunicado. Othgrs have "disappeared.” Imong
thosg who have "disappgared" sincg 1988 arg Oscar Pelgado Vera, sgeretary gengral of
the Customs Sgrviee €mployees Union (9 Peegmber 1988) and ning members of the
ENPEPHLMYI (palm oil factory) union, whom policg detaingd on 22 {Ipril 1989 and
accusgd of beging "narcoterrorists” in front of witngssegs beforg taking them awag.

On 12 Pebruary 1989, Sadl Cantoral, ggneral sgergtary of the National Mingrs and
Metalworkers Federation, and his collecagug Consuglo Garcia were abdueted; their
bodigs were found outside lsima thg negxt day. ¢ placard on the bodigs said &endero
lsuminoso was rgsponsible, bat their collgagugs beligve that sgeurity foregs may have
carrigd out the marders. Sadl Cantoral had rgportedly recgived threats from the
Comando Rodrigo Franco, a death squad beligved to bg associated with the military.
He was the predecgssor of Victor Tagpe Zdniga, who was detaingd and tortured six
months later.



M new civilian president, dlberto Fujimori, took offieg in July 1990 and promised to
s¢t up a national commission to guarantgg rgspect for human rights. flowgver, the
huaman rights situation in Peru has continugd to deteriorate, and tradg unionists are still
subjeet to human rights violations by aathoritigs.

On 7 Novegmber 1990 policg shot degad a district councillor and wounded threg
workers who werg peacefully protgsting at the food factory wherg they worked. ¢ judge
had ordered policg to gvict the predominantly femalg work foreg from the arga around
the factory, where they had gathered to prevent managgment from removing goods and
machingry until they recgived social and other bengfits they beligve they werg entitled to.

lsocal rgsidents joinegd the workers, and policg and private sgeurity foreegs used their
fircarms to disperse the crowd. {Imngsty Intgrnational is not awarg of any judicial
invgstigation into the eircumstancegs surrounding the Killing of the district councillor and
thg wounding of the workers.

The following casgs illustratg dmngsty Intgrnational concerns.  t the end of gach
ong there arg recommended actions on how to help them and other trade unionists.
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Expedito Ribeiro de Souza, José Hélio da Silva and others

BRAZIL

On 2 February 1991 €xpedito Ribeiro de douza, president of the Rural Workers
Union of Rio Maria, Paré statg, was shot dead at about 9pm by an unknown assailant
200 metregs from his homge. tig had begn recgiving death threats for morg than a year. In
Wpril 1990, four other rural workers (Ronan Rafagl Ventura, Bras {Intonio dg Oliveira,
Paulo Canuto de Olivegira and Jos¢ Canuto dg Oliveira) had begen abducted and Rilled and
a fifth (Orlando Canuto Pergira) wounded in Rio Maria. The Canuto brothers' father, Jo&o
Canuto dg Olivgira, had begn Rilled in 1985. likg €xpedito Ribeiro de Souza, they were
associated with the Communist Party of Brazil (PC do B), a lggal political organization,
and werg active in dgfending raral workers of thg region.

€xpedito Ribgiro dg Souza

On 13 Pgegmber 1990 Jos¢ tglio da Silva was Killed by unknown gunmen whilg
travelling between Palmargs and Joaguim Nabuco in Pgrnambuco statg. Tlg was adviser
to the Rural Workers Union of Palmares, a rural township in a cang-growing region. The
anion's treasurer, Jos¢ Cicero da Silva (no relation), was wounded in the samg incident.
The union, which is a mgmber of the Federation of Wgricultural Workers of Pernambuco,
Tederacdo dos Trabalhadorgs na {Igricultura gm Pernambuco (FETHPE), reported
regceiving an anongmous legttegr on 9 Mag 1990 threategning that Jos¢ ti¢lio da &ilva would
be Rillgd if he did not cgase campaigning on beghalf of the union.

In both Rio Maria and Palmargs, harassment, threats, abductions and Killings arg
oftgn aimegd at union advisgrs, union rgprgsentatives and campaigners for workers'
rights. In latg {dpril 1990 a deglggation of federal deputies and Fr. Ricardo Rezegnde
Figugira, of the Pastoral l.and Commission, had asked Brazil's then-Justicg Minister,
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Bernardo Cabral, for fedegral protection for €xpedito Ribgiro deg Souza and Carlos
Cabral Pergira, son-in-law of Jo&o Canuto dg Olivgira; both had begn reportedly targeted
by the allgged Rillgrs of the Canuto brothers. The protection regportedly promised by the
Justicg Minister was not given. [t the time of his Killing, €xpedito Ribgiro dg Souza was
rgportedly not regegiving ang protection from the authoritics. On 4 March 1991, Carlos
Cabral Pergira was rgportedly wounded by an unknown gunman in Rio Maria.

The situation in Palmargs and negighbouring argas remains very tenseg. Union
Igaders and workers' rights campaigners therg have rgported recgiving threats and
harassment sincg the Killing of Jos¢ H¢lio da Silva. His widow, Maria {Ipargcida Pedrosa,
also a Iggal adviser to the Palmargs Rural Workers Union, was granted policg protection
and temporarily lgft the township. Cicegro da Silva, Jos¢ t¢lio da Silva's brother and a
driver for thg union, and thg union's president, Jodo lucas da Silva (no rglation),
regported that they had also
reegived death threats.

Cffective megasuregs do not appgar to have begn taken to prevent Killings such as thosg of
€xpedito Ribgiro dg Souza, Jos¢ Hi¢lio da Silva and the Canuto brothers and to bring to
justicg thosg rgsponsiblg for past crimes.

Plgase sgnd courtgously worded Igtters:
To authoritigs in Paré

-gxpressing conceern that the Killing of €xpedito Ribgiro dg Souza in Rio Maria on 2
February 1991 is ong morg in a pattern of killings against trade unionists in a context
of appargntly ingffective preventive actions by the authoritigs;

-urging that the inquiry into his Rilling be ¢ffectively carried out and that thoseg found
rgsponsiblg bg brought to justice;

-requesting that special policg protection be provided immediately for threategned trade
unionists and PC do B members, including Carlos Cabral Pergira, Roberto Silva,
and Vald¢rio Pereira Santos;

-urging that invgstigations into the garligr Rillings of Jodo Canuto de
Olivgira, Jos¢ Canuto dg Olivgira, Paulo Canuto deg Olivegira, Ronan Rafagl
Ventura and Bras {Intonio de Olivgira bg completed and thosg responsible be
brought to justicg.

To authoritigs in Pernambuco

-rgqugsting information about thg progress of the investigation of the
Rilling of Jos¢ ti¢lio da dilva near Joaquim Nabuco on 13 Peecgmber 1990;

-grpressing conegrn at the reported death threats to Jodo lucas da Silva, Cicgro da
Silva, Jos¢ Cicgro da silva and Maria {dpargcida Pedrosa;
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- weleoming the protegetion granted to Maria {Ipargcida Pedrosa and urging that the
threatgned union Igaders recgive special protgetion to prevent
their beging Rilled.

1ppedlsd TO:

Sr. Ministro da Justica do Brasil  (Minister of Justice)
Sr. Jarbas Passarinho

Ministério da Justica

€splanada dos Ministérios

Bloco 23

70.064 Brasilia PF, Brasil

Telggrams: Ministro Justica, Brasilia, Brazil
Telgres: 611003 MNJU BR, 611088 MNJU BR or 612313 MNJU BR
Faxes: +55 61 224 4357

Para State:

Sr. Governador dg €stado do Para (Statg Governor of Pard)
Sr. Hi¢glio Mota Gugiros

Palacio lbauro dodr¢

Praca ®. Pedro I

66.000 Belgm, P, Brasil

Telggrams: Governador Para, Belem, Brazil
Telgres: 911012 GOPH BR or 916978 GOPH BR

Sr. deeregtério dg Seguranca Publica  (Public Seeurity Chigf, Pard)
Estado do Parad

Sr. Mario Monteiro Malato

Rua 28 dg S¢tgmbro 339

66.020 Belgm, PH, Brasil

Telggrams: Sgeretario Sgguranca Publica, Belgm, Brazil
Telgregs: 911100 SSPB BR

Cleovaldo de Jesus Miranda (Civil Polieg Chigf)
Peleggado dg Policia Civil
68553 Rio Maria, P, Brazil

Telggrams: Policia Civil, Rio Maria, Para, Brazil

coples To:

Comiss&o Pastoral da Terra (Pastoral lsand Commission)
Rua 14 de Ibril No. 1400

Centro Social Sagrado Coracdo dg Jesus

Caixa Postal 21
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Concgicdo do fdraguaia
CeEP 68.540 Pard, Brasil

Pernambuco State:

Sr. Govgrnador do €stado dg Pernambuco  (Statg Governor of Pernambuco)
Sr. Carlos Wilson Rocha dg Queiroz Campos

Palacio Campo das Princgsas

Praca deg Repdblica

50.000 Reeife

Pernambuco, P€, Brasil

Telggrams: Governador €stado Pernambuco, Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil

Sr. dgergtario dg Seguranca Pdblica (Public S¢eurity Chigf)
€stado dg Pernambuco

or. Jodo deg ndrade Hrrags

Rua Hurora 487

Bda Vista

50.000 Reeife

Pernambuco, PE, Prazil

Telggrams: Sgeretario Sgguranca Publica €stado Pernambuco, Recife, Brazil

Comissao Pastoral da Terra Nordeste Il
Rua Gervasio Pirgs 435

Bda Vista

50050 Reeife

Pernambuco, P€, Prazil

Faxes: +814212110

Federacao dos Trabalhadorgs na {gricultura gm Pernambuco (FETAPE)
Rua Gervasio Pirgs 876

Bda Vista

50050 Recife

Pernambuco, PE, Prazil
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Bernardo Araya Zuleta, Maria Flores Barraza, Victor Diaz Lépez and others
CHILE

On 2 April 1976 tradg union lgader Bernardo Irayga Zulgta, 67, and his 61-ygar-old
wifg Maria Florgs Barraza werg taken away by members of the intelliggnce agency,
Pirgecidn de Inteliggncia Nacional (PINY, Pirectorate of National Intelligencg). Puring
the raid on their homg sgveral other mgmbers of the family were taken, including the
brother of Marfa Florgs and threg of their grandehildren, then aged 9 to 15. They were
taken to an unidentified placg in dantiago. It is beligved that the relatives of Bernardo
Wraga werg taken in order to put pregssurg on him during interrogation. The childrgn
heard the seregams of their grandparents, who werg being tortured. The children and
their unelg were relgased after being threatgngd and warngd not to say angthing about
what had happgngd. The older couple "disappeared" and the family arg still looking for
them.

Bernardo fIraga was ong-timg seergtary general of Chilg's largest tradeg union
confederation, the Central Unica de Trabajadoregs (CUT), which was proseribed after the
military camg to power in 1973.  tlg was also a retired federal dgpaty.

1 few years ago, the wife of another missing Igader of the CUT, Victor Piaz lopez,
said, "Uou have fo have lived through the past ten gears of secarching for the
'disappeared” to understand what it means... nhever being able to sit down to a family
meal in peace" On 12 May 1976 Victor Plaz opez was arrgsted by members of PINT
and subsegquently "disappeared.”

The former military government repeatedly denied before the courts, forgign
govgrnments and organizations, and theg United Nations, that the men had gver begegn
detaingd. In the casg of Bernardo {Iraga and Maria Floregs, the authoritics produced
documents, beligved to be falsg, indicating that the coupleg had crossed the border with
Hrgentina on 7 pril 1976.

In 1986, a civilian judge invgstigating othegr "disappgarancgs" camg across
gvidgncge that could have helped to clarify the fate of Victor Piaz. However, the higher
courts refused to assign the dossiegr to him. In dugust 1990, the Supreme Court upheld
the deeision of lowgr military tribunals to closg investigations into 35 "disappgarance"
casgs on the basis of the 1978 amngsty law. Ong of the casegs was that of Victor Piaz.
There is continuing econegrn in the trade union movgment at the failure of the authoritigs
to clarify the casg of Begrnardo fraga and other trade unionists who disappgared in
Chilg during the previous regime.



15

The familigs of Victor Piaz, Bernardo {raga and Maria Florgs continug to
campaign for the full truth and for thosg responsiblg to beg brought to justice. In 1986, 10
gears after their father went missing, Viviana and Victoria Piaz said:

"We shall continug ouar stragsgile until they tell us what happened to him and until
Justice is done. flis life and that of all the "disappeared” cannot be forgotten. We are
Jighting to ensure that what happened to them will never happen in oar country again."

Please writg courtgously worded Igtters, preferably in Spanish:

- €xpressing sgrious concgrn at the "disappearanceg” of morg than 900 people, including
mang tradg unionists, under the former military government;

- Weleoming the important work  undertaken by the Comisidn Nacional Verdad g
Reeonciliacion (National Commission for Trath and Reeoneiliation) to grxaming the
fatg of the disappgared;

- Urging the authoritics to gnsurg that full judicial invgstigations arg carrigd out and
that those regsponsiblg for the "disappgarancegs” of Bernardo {Iraga Zulgta, Maria
Floregs Barraza, Victor Piaz l.dpez and others be brought to justicg.

1ppelsd TO:

Minister of lsabour and Social Sgeurity
Senor Reng Cortdzar Sanz

Ministro de Trabajo g Previsidon Social
Ministerio dg Trabajo gy Previsidn docial
Hugrfanos 1273, piso 6

Santiago, Chileg

Minister of the Interior

Sgnor €nrique Rrauss Rusque
Ministro del Intgrior
Ministerio del Intgrior

Palacio de lsa Mongda
Santiago, Chileg

coples TO:

{ssociation of Relatives of the
National Confederation of Workers Pisappeared
dres. dres.
Central Unitaria dg Trabajadorgs (CUT) Wgrupaciéon de Familiargs de Petenidos
Santa Monica 2015 Pesapargcidos
Santiago, Chileg Plaza dg Armas 444

Santiago, Chileg
German Antonio Redondo, Gloria Amparo Viveros Lucumy, Edilma Moreno and
Esteban Palmet Dominguez
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COLOMBIA

Germén fAntonio Redondo was Seergtary Gengral of thg SINTRUCANHWSUCOIs trade
anion at the dan Carlos Sugar Refingry wherg hg worked. The union is affiliated to the
Central Unitaria de Trabajadorgs (CUT) tradeg union confederation. Germén {Intonio
Redondo was rgportedly Killed at 6:30 am on 13 Novgmbgr 1990 as hg was travelling by
bus to work in Tulud. Two armed men boarded the bus and shot him, killing him instantly
and injuring two other passengers.

Gloria Amparo Viveros loucumy was the girlfrignd of Germén {ntonio Redondo and
worked at the COCICOINP Coopgrative in Tulud, as well as bging a student of
administration at the Central University of Tulud. She had regportedly plaged an active
part in dgnouneing the Killing of Germén fIntonio Redondo, gspecially at his funeral. {t
12.30 pm on 19 Novgmber 1990, ngar her home in Tulud, men travelling on a motorbike
shot at her. Her assailants were then said to have stopped, grabbed her by the hair and
shot her ¢ight times, Rilling her. Jos¢ {lberto Tignaoc Redondo, the ngphew of Germéan
Wntonio Redondo, was regportedly with Gloria mparo Viveros llucumy when she was
Rilled and was injured during the incident.

dt lgast two previous attgmpts had beggn madeg on the life of Germén {Intonoio
Redondo, both in July 1990. dincg his dgath at Igast five other union Igaders at the
refingry have regegived dgeath threats, including anongmous tglgphong calls and
sufragios, invitations to their own fungrals.

The region of Urabé has in rgegnt years begn ong of the most severely affected by
an appargntly systgmatic campaign of intimidation, including "disappgarancegs" and
gxtrajudicial gregeutions.

On 26 Octobgr 1990 €stegban Palmet Pominguez was Killed by armed men who shot
him degad as hg was on his wag home. tlg was 42 years old and was thg Pirgctor of the
Segeondary €ducation Institute in dpartadd, and a member of the {Intioquia Teachers'
Union, {Isociacidén de €ducadorgs deg {Intioguia ((IPIP{I), which is affiliated to
Colombia's tradeg union confedgration, Central Unitaria de Trabajadores (CUT).

9 wegR garligr, on 19 Octobgr 1990, local politician €dilma Forgno was interegpted
by two armed megn on motoreyelegs at about 8 pm as sheg was travelling by motoreycle.
dhg was shot dgad and the two assailants gscaped. ter daughter, with whom sheg was
travelling home, was unhurt in the attack.

€dilma Morgno was in her twentigs and had beggn a councillor in partadd for the
Iggal Igft-wing coalition Patriotic Union, Unidn Patridtica, (UP) for five years. She had
formerly worked on thg banana plantations in Urabé and bgcamg an gxecutive board
member for the plantation workers' union SINTRUINAGRO, affiliated to the CUT.

{dmnesty International is concegrned at the Killings of Germéan {Intonio Redondo and
Gloria dmparo Viveros lucumy in Tulud, Vallg del Cauca degpartment, and of €dilma
Morgno and E€steban Palmet Pomingugz in {Ipartadd, {Intioquia dgpartment, in
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circumstancgs suggesting they werg the victims of extrajudicial gxecutions.
Plgase sgnd appeals:

-grpressing concern at the Rillings of Germén {Intonio Redondo, Gloria Amparo Viveros
loucumy, €dilma PMorgno and Estgban Palmet Pomingugz in circumstances
suggesting they may have beegn the vietims of extrajudicial gxecations;

-urging that therg beg an immediateg inquiry into their deaths, the results of which should
beg made public;

-gxpregssing coneern at rgports that threats have begn madg against the lives of five other
Igaders of the SINTRACHANASUCOL tradg union, of which Gegrmén {Intonio Redondo
was Seergtary Gengral, and urging the authoritigs to take measurgs to gnsurg that
tradeg unionists arg ablg to conduet their lggitimate activities without fear of reprisal.

APPEALS TO:
Presidente César Gaviria Trujillo ®r (lfonso Gomez Méndez
Presidente deg la Repdblica Procurador Gengral de la Nacion
Palacio dg Narifio cdificio Banco Ganadero
Bogota, Colombia Carrera 5, No. 15-80
Bogota, Colombia
Telggrams: Presidente Gaviria, Telggrams: Procurador Ggneral
Bogoté, Colombia @Qémez, Bogoté, Colombia
Telgres: 44281 PP CO Telexes: 41224 PRGEN CO or
Faxes: +571286 7324 PGN®P CO

@Qeneral Oscar Botero Restregpo
Ministro de Pefensa Nacional
Ministerio dg Pe¢fensa Nacional
Hvenida €ldorado ~ Carrera 52
Bogota

COLOMBIA

Telggrams: Ministro Pefensa, Bogots,
Colombia
Telexes: 42411 INPRE CO
or 44561 GFHC CO
Faxes: +57 1222 1874

coplies TO:

Senoregs CAT

Callg 35, No. 7-25, Piso 9
Bogotd, Colombia
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Maria Cristina Gomez and others

EL SALVADOR

On 5 {pril 1989, Maria Cristina Gdmez was abducted as she lgft the school in San
Salvador wherg shg worked as a tgacher. Two men in civilian clothgs foreed her into a
car as studgnts, other teachers and street vendors looked on helplgssly.

Maria Cristina Gomez was a megmber of thg school teachegrs' union, YNPES 21 de
Junio. Sheg also worked actively with the Coordinadora Nacional de la Mujer
Salvadorgiia (CONUMUS), National Coordination of Salvadorian Women, and was in
charge of their regegntly implgmented wegkly radio program for women. Sheg was 41
gears old, the divoregd mothgr of four children.

Her body was discovered two hours later with four bullgt wounds, and a witngss
regported that she had sgveral marks on her skin which looked as if they had been caused
by acid. Thegse marks werg not mentiongd in the regport by the Justice of Peacg who
grxamined the body.

Shortly after the Rilling, the school tgachers' union ANPES 21 de Junio requested that
the judge immediately procged to "conduct a rigorous judicial invgstigation to determing
rgsponsibilitics and apply thg law to thg material and intgllgetual authors of this
ominous crimg." Their plga was not hgeded.

On {pril 15 1989, the Fiscal Gengral (attorngy gengral) named two prosgcuting
attorngys to work on thg casg. They immediately recommended that the victim's body be
gxhumed and an autopsy be performed by a profgssional forgnsic doctor. This has still
not bgegn dong. Morg than a gear later the Justice of the Peaceg admitted he had not
investigated the case. Of the numerous witngsses to Maria Cristina GOmez' abduction,
nong was gver summongd by theg court.

lsgaders of INPES 21 de Junio blamed the Hir Foreg, which controls the arga around
the school, for the abduction and Killing of Maria Cristina Gomez. They stated that it
would bg impossiblg for a pegrson to beg abducted from a public school in an arga as
tightly controllgd by the {ir Foreg as is Colonia Sant
a loucia. On fpril 13, 1989, Wir Foreg Commander General Rafagl Bustillo stated that he
was in no way regsponsiblg for the assassination of Maria Cristina Gomgez and that he
was not going to allow activities of "front groups of the FMIN" in the arga under his
jurisdiction and control.

The Killing of Maria Cristina Gdmez was the sgecond Killing of a member of ANPES 21
dg Junio within a two-month period. &chool tgacher Migugl {Ingel lbazo Quintanilla was
captured, reportedly by armed, uniformed soldigrs, on February 22, 1989. flis tortured
body appgared the following day in the Matazano section of doyapango. WNPES 21 de
Junio also held the {ir Foreg responsiblg for his death, becausg it patrols and controls
that arga of doyapango.
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In another case, on 16 January 1990, thrgg men dregssed in civilian clothing gntered
the home in Santa {Ina of Hlumberto Reyes, 43-ygar-old brgad workers' union Igader.
The men took him away, handeuffed, in a veghiclg with dark windows and hg has remained
"disappgared" sineg then.  Igader of the coffee workers' trade union, SICATE, Porfirio
Vigil Sggovia, "disappeared” in Santa {Ina two days later, after abduction by armed men
in plain clothgs.

On 19 July 1991 Camilo {lberto Veldsquez Mejia, mgmber of the Sugar Workers' Union
(SETRMS) was visiting two of his brothers at Mariona Prison (Centro Pegnal dg Mariona)
outsidg San Salvador, when hg was dgtaingd by prison wardgns, who accusegd him of
carrging "subversiveg propaganda" and handed him over to army soldigrs who werg
guarding the prison. tlg was relgased by the soldigrs after two hours, but his idegntity
documents werg not returnegd to him. In the gvening of 23 July, ngighbours saw him ngar
his homg in Cuscatancingo, degpartment of San Salvador, acecompanied by two men in
civilian clothing. The idgntity of thg two men and the place to which Camilo Veldsquez
was subsgquently taken arg unknown. tis body was found garly the ngxt morning,
dumped outsideg a chuarch in Cuscatancingo. Sineg no identity documents were found
on the corpsg, it was not identified until 31 July, when it was grhumed in the preseneg of
relativgs.  The body presented maltiplg stab wounds. The face also showed signs of
bruising and inflammation, possibly caused by beatings.

Recommended detions:

-€xpress degp concern that tradg unionists in €1 Salvador, including Marfa Cristina
@dmez, Miguel 1Ingel lsazo Quintanilla, Humberto Reyes, Porfirio Vigil Segovia and
Camilo Hlberto Veldsquez Mejia, have been the targets of Killings, torturg and
"disappearances” in €1 Salvador;

-€xpress conegrn that invegstigations into thegse casgs havg not lgd to the identification of
thosg regsponsiblg and that no ong has bgegn brought to justice. sk to bg sent
information conegrning the statg of judicial procgedings into thg casgs and ask what
measures the government is implgmgnting to gnsurg that thosg rgsponsiblg for these
and othegr human rights violations arg brought to justicg.

1ppelsd TO:

S.€. dlfredo Cristiani

Presidente deg la Repdblica deg €1 Salvador
Casa Presidencial

dan dalvador, €1 Salvador

Pr. Manugl Puarte Rodriguez

Fiscal ddjunto para Peregchos Humanos
Fiscalia General de la Republica

13a Callg Ponignte

Centro dg Gobigrno

dan Salvador, €l dalvador
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Newspaper advertisgment in €1 dalvador, gncouraging death squads to attack the
anion federation UNTS, which it accuses of being a terrorist organization
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Jos¢ logdn Seggura de la Cruz (STIN®E),Carlos €nrique Sagastume
(6TeCdM) and others

GQUATEMl(

Many megmbers and Igaders of the Sindicato de Trabajadorgs del Instituto Nacional
de Cleetrificacion (STINPE), €lectrical Workers Union, were harassed, threatened,
abducted or extrajudicially Rilled during President Ceregzo's government (January
1986-January 1991).

On 27 Sgptember 1989 Jos¢ lsgdn Segura deg la
Cruz, a STINDE regional Igader in Pasabién,
Zacapa Pepartment, was Killed following repeated
death threats related to his anion activitigs.

In January 1990, Juan lsuis Coy Monzin, Segergtary
of Organization and Media of STINDE, received
threats from unknown mgn, warning him to "lgave
the country or suffer the consgquences." In 1989
thg samg men had regportedly attempted to Ridnap
his 12-ygar-old daughter but sheg managed to
gvadg captuare.

In February 1990 Guisgla Reyes de Coy, the wife
of Juan Luis Coy Monzin, was abducted by three
armed men in Quatgmala Citg.  She was
intgrrogated about her husband's union activitigs
and reglgased segveral hours later.

Jos¢ Rolando Pantalgdn

On 14 Mareh 1990 Nestor René Osorio Sandoval, a megmber of STINDE in Chiquimula
dgpartment, was Killed in circumstances suggesting he may have beegn gxtrajudicially
grgeuted. tig was Rilled when threg armed men, beligved to be sgearity foreg agents,
entered the plant and shot him. g had begn a mgmber of STINDE sincg it was formed in
March 1986.

Megmbers of STECSM, Sindicato de Trabajadoregs de la €mbotelladora Central,
Socigdad {Indnima), Trade Union of Workers at the Central Bottling Plant, Istd, the trade
union of the Coca-Cola bottling plant in Guatemala City, have begegn long-term and recent
targets of human rights violations.

Carlos €nrique Sagastume, aged 26, and his brother Tyron Francisco Sagastume,
aged 20, werg last sggn on the gvening of 12 February 1990 by a collgagug who gave them
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a lift home from work in his car. Their bodigs, with apparegnt marks of torture, werg
found thg ngxt morning with a third, unidentified bodg.

Members of thg union's thegatrg and masical group were the target of a wave of
abusgs in 1989 which beggan after they had presented a skit lampooning the Guatgmalan
army.

Jos¢ Rolando Pantalgdn, a theatre and musical group member, was abducted and
murdered on 2 July 1989. Before his dgath, hg and other members of the group had
recgived a serigs of threats, and in February 1989 his brother, Fladio Pantalgdn, had
begn wounded by gunmen in plain clothegs whilg the policg stood by.

mngsty International is conegrned that all of thegse incidgnts be invgstigated, and that
thosg responsiblg bg brought to justice.

Plgase make appeals:

-grpressing concern at the appargnt gxtrajudicial gxecutions of STINPE and STECSH
members;

-urging that thg government gnsurg an impartial and thorough invgstigation into the
circumstanegs surrounding the deaths, and that thosg found rgsponsiblg beg brought
to justicg;

-urging that thg government takg measurgs to guaranteg thg physical safety of the
STINDE Igadership and members;

-rgquesting that thg government take steps to clarify past abusgs and to prevent
harassment, threats and Killings of STECSM and STINDE members and Igaders in
the future.

1ppelsd TO:

S.€ Jorge Sgrrano Clias

Pirgctor Gengeral de la
Policia Nacional

6 {Ivgnida 13 ~ 71 Zona 1

Guategmala GUATEM Al

(Pirgctor General of the National Police)

Presidente deg la Repdblica
deg Guategmala

Palacio Nacional

Guatemala, GUUATEMlsH



(The President of the Republic of Guatgmala)

Cnel. Ricardo M¢ndez Ruiz
Ministro dg Gobgrnacién
Ministerio dg Gobernacion
Pespacho Ministerial, Of. No 8
Palacio Nacional

Guategmala, GUATEM A

(Minister of the Interior)

@ral. uis €nrique Mgndoza Gareia
Ministro dg Pefensa

Ministerio dg Pefensa

Palacio Nacional

Guategmala, GUATEMAlA

(Minister of Pefence)

Sr Mario doldrzano Martingz

Ministro deg Trabajo gy Prevision
Social

Ministerio dg Trabajo gy Prevision
Social

Palacio Nacional

Guategmala, GUATEMlsA

(Minister of labour)

Senor Procurador Gengral de la Nacidn
Procuraduria Gegneral de la Nacidn

18 C10-36, Zona |

Guatemala GUATEM Al

(Attorney General)
coples To:

Unidn Sindical deg Trabajadores
de Guategmala (UNSITRUGUN)
11 Callg 8-14, 3¢r Nivgl

cdificio Teedn, Of. 34 Zona |,
Guategmala GUATEM Al
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Victor Taype Zaiiga
PERU
Victor Tagpe Zaniga was held in detention for threg months at the beginning of 1990

and subjected to sgvere torturg. Victor Tagpe is the presidegnt of the National Federation
of Mingrs (Fedgracion Nacional deg Trabajadorgs Mingros, Metaldrgicos gy Siderdrgicos).

He was originally detaingd on 20 November 1989 in Huancavglica by mgmbers of the
policg, and was held incommunicado by the investigative policg (Policia T¢enica) for two
wggks beforg being transferred to the prison in Huancavelica, charged with "apologia al
terrorismo” ("defence of terrorism”). t the Policia T¢enica, he claimed, he was sgverely
beatgn and had ¢legetric currgnts applied to his hgad and body, which affected his sight
and hearing. g said hg was then foregd to sign a self-ineriminating statgment and
madg to posg for a photographer with two Igaflgts supporting the armed struggle.

On 13 Mareh 1990 the Inspeeting Judge of Huancavelica ordered the relgase of Vietor
Tagpe and dropping of the charges. Howgver, the chiegf prosegcutor of Huancavelica
asked for the casg to bg reopengd, and so a ngw dgtention order was issued. {Imngsty
International is conegrned that if re-arregsted, Vietor Tagpe may be tortured again.

Wecording to reports, after his relgase an attgmpt was made to kidnap Vietor Tagpe,
bat relativgs and mingrs who wereg waiting to greet him prevented this from happening.
Because his life was in sgverg danger, hg was flown to his familgy in lima, whereg he
regegived trgatment from a negurologist for a condition consistent with having beegn
tortured.

Victor Tagpe was glected president of the Mingrs' Federation, an organization of 105
anions composed of 70,000 ming workers, after its previous president, Sadl Cantoral,
had bggn murdegred by a paramilitary group beligved to have bgegn acting with the
coopgration or acquigscegnce of the sgcurity forees.

Human rights organizations and political opposition partigs havg complainegd that
the anti-terrorist lggislation was bging used by thg government to stop lggitimate
industrial action. {Imnegsty Intgrnational is conegrned that the detention of Vietor
Tagpe, for allgged violation of anti-terrorist lggislation, may have been the resalt of his
lawful tradg union activitigs.

Please sgnd courtgously worded Igtters:

- grpressing concern that Victor Tagpe could be re-arrgsted on account of his lggal
tradg union activitigs;

-urging that if rg-arregsted, the physical safety of Victor Tagpe be gnsured and that he be
humangly treated in prison, drawing attention to theg fact that hg was tortured in
November of 1989 whilg in dgtgntion at the Policia T¢enica;
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-urging that a thorough, impartial and indgpendgnt investigation is conducted into
allggations that Victor Tagpe was tortured whilg in policg custody, that the findings
of this investigation bg madg public and that thosg found rgsponsiblg bg brought to
justicg;

-asking that if re-arrgsted, hg may have acegss to lawgyers and relatives whilg in
detention.

1ppedlsd TO:

Presidente dlberto Fujimori

Presidente de la Republica

Palacio de Gobigrno

Plaza deg Irmas

lsima 1, Peru

Telggrams: President Fujimori, lsima, Peru
Telgxres: 20167 P€ PHALACIO; 20331 PE S€C PRE
Faxes: 5114 331945

Pr Manugl Catacora

Fiscal Gegneral de la Nacion

Fascalia General de la Nacion

€dificio Torre dg lsima, 7 piso

Centro Civico

lsima, Peru

Telggrams: Fiscal Gengral Catacora, lsima, Peru
Telgxes: 20055 PEe MINPUB s

copies TO:

Sgnores

Federacion Nacional dg Trabajadores Mingros g Metalurgicos del Peru
Plaza 2 dg mayo, 44

lsima 1, Peru
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