PUBLI C Al I ndex: AFR 62/008/2002

UA 159/ 02 "Di sappearance" / fear of torture 30 May 2002
or ill-treatnent

DEMOCRATI C Zélote FARINI LUENDO SHANDVE (m)

REPUBLI C OF KI KANDI SHANDWE (), aged 27, cousin of above

CONGO' RWANDA Ber nard BAFULWA BARANGA (n), aged 25

In the early hours of 27 May, the three nen named above "di sappeared" after
bei ng detai ned by soldiers of the Rwandese Patriotic Arny (RPA) at a house
they shared in the city of Gonma in the Ranandese-controll ed zone of eastern
Denocratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

The men were tied up and blindfol ded by the soldiers before being driven
off in ared 4x4 vehicle to an unknown destination. According to sone
reports they may be held at a private house in the city, belonging to a
Rwandese commander. Detainees are particularly vulnerable to torture and
ill-treatnment in such unofficial |ocations.

The reason for the nmen’s detention is not known, although nay relate to
suspi cions that they were in contact with a Congol ese arned political
group, the mayi mayi, which is opposed to the Rwandese presence in the DRC

Zélote Farini Luendo Shandwe is a nmenber of a local children's

organi zation, Centre de Réhabilitation et d Encadrenent des Enfants

O phelins (CERAO, Centre for the Rehabilitation and Training of O phan
Children. He al so worked as a driver for an inportant devel opment non-
governnental organisation (NG in the region, Goupe d Etudes et d' Actions
pour un Dével oppenent bien défini (GEAD), Study and Action Goup for a

wel | - defi ned Devel opnent.

On 28 May anot her GEAD wor ker, Del phine |Itongwa, was detai ned for several
hours before being rel eased. Her house, and the offices of GEAD and an

associ ated NGO, Bureau d’' Etudes pour |e Dével oppenent (BED), Devel opnent
St udy Bureau, have since been searched by RPA soldiers, and records and

conput er equi pnent sei zed.

On the sanme day a prom nent human rights lawer in Goma, Maitre Joseph
Duni a Ruyenzi, was detained after he nmade enquiries to Rnandese nilitary
authorities about the three "di sappeared". He was rel eased unharnmed after
several hours.

BACKGROUND | NFORMATI ON

Large areas of eastern DRC are controlled by Rmandese forces and an allied
Congol ese armed political novenent, the Rassenbl ement congolais pour la
dénocrati e (RCD Gonm), Congol ese Rally for Denocracy, which has its
headquarters in Gona.

Tension in the region is rising, largely as a result of internal divisions
within the RCD-Gona. Earlier this nonth nore than 100 people were
reportedly killed as a nutiny by RCD-Gona troops in the city of Kisangani
was suppressed. Many were civilians who were unlawfully killed. A nunber
of peopl e suspected of supporting the nutiny were extrajudicially executed.
Hurman rights activists throughout the regi on have been increasingly nenaced
by the authorities in recent weeks, and sone have been forced i nto hiding.
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A nunmber of people, including civil society activists, have been detained
in recent days in Gonma and Bukavu. Ammesty International is actively
pursuing their cases. On 25 May, Pierre Ruyange, president of the Congol ese
Hutu comunity in Goma, and his son Lovis, were shot dead by unidentified
assailants on the road between Goma and Sake in what is believed to have
been a political killing.

Torture and ill-treatnent are common in Rwandese and RCD-Gona nmilitary
detention. Those suspected of involvenent in arnmed political groups opposed
to Rwmandese and RCD- GCona rul e are especially vul nerable. Amesty
International has al so docunented cases of deaths in mlitary detention

The use of the private residences of mlitary officers to hold suspects is
frequently reported. In other cases, Congol ese detai nees have been secretly
and illegally transferred to detention sites inside Rnanda, making the task
of tracing themall the nore difficult.

RECOMMENDED ACTI ON: Pl ease send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible
in English, French or your own | anguage:

- calling on the authorities to i mMmedi ately nmake public the whereabouts of
Zélote Farini Luendo Shandwe, Kikandi Shandwe and Bernard Baful wa Baranga
who "di sappeared" on 27 My;

- calling for the nen to be protected fromtorture or ill-treatnent while
t hey are detai ned;

- calling for the nmen to be allowed i medi ate access to human rights and
humani tari an organi zations, to visits by famly nenbers and | ega
representatives;

- calling for the nen to be released if they are not to be charged with a
recogni zably crimnal offence

- calling for themto be held in a publicly-recognized official detention
centre, if their detention is to continue;

- calling on the authorities to end the harassnent and detention wi thout
charge of human rights activists as they pursue their legitimte work.

APPEALS TO

Presi dent of Rwanda

Presi dent Paul KAGAME

O fice of the President

PO Box 15, Kigali, Rwanda

Fax: + 250 84390

e-mail: presirep@wandal. com
Sal utation: Your Excellency

Arny Chief of Staff Rwanda

Bri gadi er CGeneral Janes KABAREBE
Acting Chief of Staff

Rwandese Patriotic Arny

RPA Headquarters

Kigali, Rwanda

Fax: + 250 72863/ 77992
Sal utation: Dear Chief of Staff

(These fax nunbers may be difficult to get through to, but please keep
trying.)



RCD- GComa: Ammesty I nternational does not have working fax nunmbers for RCD
Gorma. Pl ease send an e-mail to rcdcongo@otnail.com or
rcd congo@ahoo. co. uk and ask for your concerns to be forwarded to:

RCD Head of Justice and Hunan Ri ghts

MaTtre Mi se NYARUGABO

Chef du Départenent de Justice, Droits Humains et Réglenent de Conflits
Rassenbl enent congol ai s pour |a dénocratie - Gona

Sal utation: Dear Chef du Départenent

RCD Head of Interior

Dr Bizi ma KARAHA

Chef du Départenent de |’ Intérieur

Rassenbl enent congol ai s pour |a dénocratie - Gona
Sal utation: Dear Chef du Départenent

COPIES TO Diplomatic representatives of Rwanda accredited to your country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS | MVEDI ATELY. Check with the International Secretariat,
or your section office, if sending appeals after 11 July 2002.



