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UA         Death penalty   
 
SUDAN              Abdelrhman Zakaria Mohamed (m), aged 16  
                                      Ahmed Abdullah Suleiman (m), aged 16  
 

 
 
Abdelrhman Zakaria Mohamed and Ahmed Abdullah Suleiman, both aged 16 were sentenced to death by 
the Criminal Court in Nyala the capital of South Darfur on 3 May.  Sudan ratified the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on 3 August 1990 and is party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR). Under the terms of these treaties, Sudan has undertaken not to execute anyone for an offence 
committed whilst under 18 years of age. 
 
Abdelrhman Zakaria Mohamed was found guilty of ‘murder’, ‘causing injury intentionally’ and ‘robbery’. 
Ahmed Abdullah Suleiman was found guilty of ‘being an accomplice’. The boys’ lawyer will submit an appeal 
against the sentence to the court of appeal in Nyala on 15 May.   
 
On 28 February 2007 Abdelrhman Zakaria Mohamed is accused of breaking into a house in the Alwhad area 
in Nyala, armed with a knife. A man living in the house raised the alarm and three male members of the 
family rushed to the scene.  A scuffle ensued between the family members and  Abdelrhman Zakaria 
Mohamed. Whilst the family members attempted to restrain him, Abdelrhman Zakaria Mohamed stabbed two 
of the men leaving one fatally wounded.    
 
Once the family members had managed to restrain the intruder they took him to a police station. At this point 
Abdelrhman Zakaria Mohamed alleged to the police that his friend Ahmed Abdullah Suleiman had also been 
involved in the crime.  Ahmed Abdullah Suleiman was then arrested and charged as an accomplice. He was 
found guilty and sentenced to death.  
 
On 6 May the two boys were transferred to Shalla Prison in Al Fashir the capital of North Darfur. This transfer 
is likely to affect their ability to communicate with their lawyer who is based in Nyala, South Darfur.   

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in English or Arabic 
or your own language: 
 
-  expressing concern for Abdelrhman Zakaria Mohamed and Ahmed Abdullah Suleiman; 

- stating that children detained should only be held in juvenile offenders’ institutions and only tried in a 
juvenile court with full protection of their rights as children; 

- remind the government of Sudan that the use of death penalty against child offenders - people who were 
under 18 at the time of the crime - is prohibited under international law.  The Geneva Conventions, the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC), all have provisions exempting this age group from execution; 
 
- expressing opposition to the death penalty which is a violation of the right to life and has been shown to 
have no deterrent effect. 
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APPEALS TO: 
 
Mr Muhammad Ali al-Maradhi  
Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
Ministry of Justice  
PO Box 302, Khartoum, Sudan  
Fax:       + 249 183 780796 (Please mark, "FAO Minister of Justice")  
Email: info@sudanjudiciary.org  
Salutation:  Dear Minister  
 
Mr Alhaj Atta Almannan 
Governor of South Darfur 
Fax:           + 249 711 832535 
Salutation:   Dear Governor 
 

COPIES TO: 
Dr Abdel Moneim Osman Taha 
Rapporteur, Advisory Council for Human Rights  
Khartoum  
Sudan 
Email: human_rights_sudan@hotmail.com 
 
and to diplomatic representatives of Sudan accredited to your country. 
 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the International Secretariat, or your section office, if 
sending appeals after 26 June 2007 


