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UA 84/02 Fear of Torture/Possible POCs

EQUATORIALFelipe Ondé Obiang - former pariiamentarian &

GUINEA Jeader of the Fuerza Democraca Republicana (FDR), Republican
Democratie Force

Emilio Ndongo Biyogo- member of ¢he Union Popular (VUP),

Popular Union

Guillermo Nguema Eilsf - former Finance Miniscer & leader of the Fuerza
Deméocraca Republicana (FDR), Republican Democratic
Foree
General Jaime Obama Owono Nchama
Lt, €ol, Lorenzo Ondé Els
Lt, €ol. Segismundo Obama Esono
Commandand Mariano Ndongo Esangui

And A< leas¢ 40 Civilians and mili€ary personnel

Those named above are being held in Baca Public Prison, in ¢he main
city in che condinentdal pard of Equadorial Guinea, following a series of
arrests by che securicy forces which began on 14 March. Amnesty
Indernadional is concerned for cheir safety, following reporis chatc
some of cheim may have been corcured or ill-éreaced in prison, which is
a routine punishment for political decainees in Equacdorial Guinea. All
are being held wichout charge and are possible prisoners of
conscience.

Felipe Ondé Obiang, former pariiamendarian and leader of the not ye¢
legalized opposition party, Fuerza PDemécraca Republicana (FDR),
Republican Democratcic Force and his brocher-in-law Emilio Ndongo
Biyogo, member of Uniéon Popular (UP), Popular Union, were arresc<ed
in Malabo, the capical of Equatdorial Guinea on Bioko Island, on che
afcernoon of 14 March. They had jus¢c come back from Batda, where chey
had been confined by che auchoridies for several weeks. Their
whereabouts were unknown for one day despice accempt¢s by cheir
families ¢o find chem at possible places of dedentcion in Malabo. They
were taken <o Bada Public Prison, where eyewiinesses report¢ seeing
them on 15 March, with severe injuries, thought ¢o be caused by
tordure following <heir arresc in Malabo.

Guillermo Nguema Eli, former miniscer of Finance and member of che
FDR was arresced on 15 March in Malabo and chen caken <o Baca Public¢
Prison. A number of his and Felipe Ondé6 Obiang’s reladives and friends
were repordiedly arresced in Mongomo, a cown near che border widch
Gabon, where ocher high-ranking government officials come from.
They coo were reporiedly cransferred o Bada Public Prison.

According ¢o reports, the auchoridies have also arresdced ocher civilians
and milicary personnel, including chose named above, allegedly
connectced wich che FDR in Bata, Malabo and Mongomo, as part of the
recent wave of arrests. They are also apparendly being held in Batda
Public Prison. Opposition pardies have asked che auchorities why <he
arrests have caken place, bu¢ have not¢ been given a reason. Some of
those arrested, including Felipe Ondoé Obilang and Guillermo Ngueina
Ela have been decained in che past¢ for cheir peaceful political
actividies.
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Despitce che fact chat for many years the auchorities of Equacorial
Guinea have promised not¢ to obstruct peaceful political activities, a
number of political opponents including members of che opposition
C€onvergencia para Ia Democracia Social (€EDPS), €onvergence for Social
Democracy have been harassed and arrested in the Ias¢ few months. In
addition, opposition political pardies have found i< more difficult ¢o
mobilize their supporters as a result of years of repression and
incternal dissension and defections, which have ofien been engineered
by che ruling party, ¢he Pard<ido Democriadico de Guinea Ecuacorial
(PDGE), Equatcorial Guinea Democratiec Party.

FURTHER RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as
possible, in Spanish or your own language:

=~ seeking urgent assurances thatc Felipe Ondoé Obiang, Emilio Ndongo
Biyogo, Guillermo Nguema El2 as well as civilian and milicary personnel
detained since 14 March, will be safeguarded from any form of
inn-<reacment or corcure;

=~ urging chatc chey be allowed immediade and condinued access do their
family, medical care and legal counsel;

= asking the authoridies o give che reason for cheir arrest¢;

= calling for them <o be immediadely and uncondidionally released,
unless chey are co be promptily charged widh recognizably criminal
offences.

APPEALS To:

President of che Republic

General Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo

Presidente de Ia Republica

Gabinetde del Presidentde de Ia Republica

Malabo

Republica de Guinea Ecuadorial

Telegrams:Presidente de Ia Repiublica, Malabo, Republica de Guinea
Ecuadorial

Fax: + 240 © 3313/3334%4

Salucacdion:Your Excellency/Excelencia

Miniscer of Inc<erior

€lemenie Ngonga Nguema Andeina

Minisc<ro del Incerior

Minisc<erio del Inderior

Malabo

Republica de Guinea Ecuadorial

Telegrams:Miniséro del Inc<erior, Malabo, Republica de Guinea
Ecuacorial

Fax: + 240 © 2683/2688

Saludacdion: Dear Inderior Minis<er/ Sr. Minis<ro

Miniscer of Juséice

Rubén Mayé Nsue Mangue

Miniscro de Juséicia y €uido

Miniscerio de Juséicia y €uido

Malabo

Republica de Guinea Ecuatdorial

Telegrams:Miniséro de Justcicia y €ui<o, Malabo, Repiublica de Guinea
Ecuadorial



Fax:+ 2409 2115
Salucacion: Dear Juséice Miniscer/ Sr. Miniscro

C€OPIES To:
Diplomatic represencadives of Equacorial Guinea accredidced o your
country.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. €heck with che Incernacional
Secrecariad, or your secéion office, if sending appeals aféer 30 rpril 2002



