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Milestone
Morocco

for

King Orders Release of Hundreds of Political

Prisoners

WAMNESTY  International  has
welecomed the relgase of morg than
400 political prisongrs after Ring
Hassan Il declared it was time to
turn the page on "what arg known
as political prisonegrs".

In a speech to mark theg oceasion
of Morocecan National Jouth Pay
on July 8, the Ring announced that
he had instructed the official
human rights body, CCPH, to
submit a list of prisoners, to which
he would put his royal seal, and all
on that list would bg relgased.

Ring flassan Il stated that he
wanted to put an end to what was
intgrnally "a situation of
gmbarrassment and doubt", and
"the tendgntious eriticisms of
malgvolgnt persons or gngmiegs
abroad". tig added that Floroccans
would then bg ergdiblg when they
claimed that Moroceo was a state
wherg the

rulg of law was regspected.

Many of the relgased political
prisongrs have spent morg than 10
gears in prison, after having been
sgntegneed in unfair trials sineg the
1980s.

"This amngsty is a milgstong for
Moroeco in thg procgss of
redrgssing the injustice of past
unfair trials", dmnesty said. The
organisation stated, howgver, that
scorgs of othgr prisongrs of
conscigneg and political prisongrs
regmain imprisonegd. Hundreds who
have ‘"disappgared” sincg the
1960s, most of them Sahrawis, also
rgmain unaccounted for.

In 1993, the Urgent glction
network segnt thousands of appeals
on behalf of fIbdelhag Rouissi,
ong of the long-term "disappgared”
in  Morocco. HNong of the
"disappgared"”, howgver, have bgen
includegd on the list of thoseg
amngstied. cont'd page 2

This is still, ngverthelgss, ong of
the most positive developments in
Moroceo sinceg 1l was founded.

The UM Network has appealed in
1994 for prisongrs of conscigneg
on trial in Foroceco who werg than
relgased after U pressurg was
applied.
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NEWS in BRIEF

UNITED
KINGDOM

SIRH  asylum-sggker Raramjit
Singh Chahal (photo), under
threat of refoulgment from the UR
to India, wherg he would be at
risk of torturg or degath, was the
subject of U appeals in 1993.
On 2 March 1994, the tHousg of
lcords decided not to aceept
Chahal's petition for further
revigw of his casg, but the
following day the Htlome Office
stated that hg would not be
expelled until adjudication of his
casg in the €uropgan Court.
Howgver, Chahal will rgmain in
custody, despite having alrgady
begen administratively detained
for nearly four years. Given the
lgngthy Iggal procegsses involved
at thg €uropegan Court, it is
possible hg could be detaingd
without charge for sgveral more
years.

SUDAN

AT a press conferenee in Toronto to
launch theg 1994 ¢l fInnual Report,
gr-prisongr  Taisier ~ Mohamed
Hhmed i, a Sudangsg political
scigneg profgssor, now living in gxileg
in Canada, told rgporters: "Had it not
been for the urgent action appeals of
HAmnesty, | would not be here todag."
He is still a peace activist dedicated
to gnding the civil war in Sudan.

SOUTH KOREA

"THANR gou for gverything gou
havg dong conegrning our casg.
| am surg it was dug to gour
¢fforts that | was relgased garly.”

Rim Un-ju (photo) and her
brother Rim Sam-sok, detained
undgr the National &¢geurity loaw,
werg foregd to confgss to
gspionage  charggs. Rim
Sam-sok has bgen givgn a
$gvgn-gear segnigneg.

TADZHIKISTA
N

FOUR days after a UW was
issugd on fears that paramilitary
foregs had begun sytematically
egmptying unofficial prison
camps by Rilling detaingges, it was
rgported that the Government of
Tadzhikistan intgnded to protest
"in integrnational courts" over Hl's
allggations.

dt a news conference, Tajik
legader  Imamali  Rakhmonov
stated, "our gxperts arg working
on this subject”, but gave no
further details of any Ilggal
procegedings. loater, a
government  statement  said
annamed foregs werg using I to
spread ligs. The authoritics have
invited UN rgpresentatives in
Tadzhikistan to investigate the




allggations.

A New Start for a
17-year-old. A New Start for
South Africa?

TO NAME BUT A FEW.....

Hundreds and hundreds of names have appeared in Urgent Actions on
South Africa over the years of apartheid rule: Children, trade unionists,
women, doctors, journalists, political activists, hunger-strikers, death
row inmates, religious leaders, mothers, fathers, students, lawyers,
community workers and human rights activists from all parts of South
Africa. In response the UA Network sent many hundreds of thousands

of appeals on bebhalf of these individuals.
of the last Urgent etions issued
beforg theg national glgctions in
Mpril sgrves as such a rgminder.
from latg March to garly May

WITH the ending of apartheid 1994 the UW Network appealed
and theg ¢lection of a new on  bghalf of 17-ggar-old
govegrnment, therg is a new detaingg, Michagl Mathe,
feeling of hope for South {Ifrica's

futurg.

If the eyeleg of impunity is to
bg broken and a rgpetition of
sgrious human rights abusgs
prevented, thosg rgsponsiblg for
the violations so oftgn featured
in s of the past must be
brought to justice. The urgegncy
to confront this issug s
highlighted by reports of abuses
still coming out of South frica.

Buat now is a good timeg to
rgmind gou of thg mang times
ovgr the ggars that thosg
struggling for justice inside
South frica have egxpressed
their thanks for gour tirglgss
¢fforts on their behalf, and for
the pregssurg that gour appeals
maintaingd on the apartheid
authoritigs. 1 rgsponsg to ong



this  prgssurg, Michagl was
transferred to hospital  from

about whosg physical and mental policg custody and
health  there was  sgrious then
conegrn.  Following relgasgd on bail to continug

treatment for his post-traumatie
stress  symptoms.

Sally Sealey, figldworker with
the Indgpendent Board of Inquiry
in Johanngsburg, wrote to {l:

"l would likg to take this
opportunity  to  thank  the
Amngsty Intgrnational network
for all the lgtters of support for
Michagl Mathg. [ beligvg that the
number of letters  sent by
Amngsty International members
helped in gnsuring that Michagl
reegived argent medical
treatment and that he was finallg
rglgasgd on bail after five
months.

Michagl still needs
counsglling to help him comg to
terms with the trauma heg went
through whilg hg was detained. |
know the hundreds of Igtters kept
his spirits up and madg him
realisg just how many people
cared.

Michagl specifically asked me
to write a lgtter thanking
gvgrgong who participated in the
Urgent {etions."

Their courage

“In work to stop
violations of human
rights, you find strength



you did not know you
had. In Colombia we all
know that defending
human rights puts us
personally at risk. But
we have lo take up the
challenge.”

Pr Rafael Barrios.

IN Colombia, to defend human
rights is to put gour life on the
ling. {Is human rights abusgs
haveg bgecome gndegmic there, the
sgeurity foregs have inergasingly
taken to  threatgning and
attacking such dgfenders. These
attacks uncover the very heart of
a violgnt statg attgmpting to
camouflagg its trug self behind a
skilful public relations campaign.

In recent months the U(
Network has appealed on behalf
of two human rights lawyers
threatgnegd becausg of their work.
Pespite theseg appeals, both
lsourdegs Castro @Garcia and Pr
Rafagl Barrios Mendivil were
foreed to Igave Colombia in fear
for their lives.

Whilg in lcondon, both lawyers
visited  Imnesty's
Intgrnational  Seergtariat  and

spokg about fImngsty's work.
lourdgs Castro: "Those of us,
committed to human rights in
Colombia rgly so much on the
support of the international
community in our work. Theg

Colombian government is
inergasingly sensitive to
intgrnational opinion, and

campaigns such as {Imnesty's

arg verg important. | think the
Urgent detion Network is useful
in  preventing ang immingnt
abusg.

Pr Barrios: "l think that UHs arg
an ¢fficient mechanism for the
pregvention of sgrious human
rights violations. Countrigs with
dgmocratic or appargntly
democratic  governments, such
as Colombia, who wish to sell an
image to theg outside world, arg
sgnsitive  to  appeals  from
intgrnational non-govegrnmental
organizations.

S0 without the support and
regcognition of the intgrnational
commanity, it would bg hard for
the defenders of fregdom, justicg,
and trug degmocracy to protect
themselvgs  from the State's
eriminal activitigs.

NGOs have the lggal, moral
and political duty to accompany
us in this struggle, through the
use of urgent actions."

our solidarity

"l am sincerely grateful for
the appeals you have sent to
the national authorities. Your
support in our tragedy...
strengthens the defence of
human rights and encourages
our daily struggle.”

(letter from Amelia Molina Enciso in
response to appeals on UA 17/94 on the
killing of three members of her family)

Uds cannot always be issued
in timg to save an individual's
life.  Often abusgs oceur in
regmote argas wherg contact with
the outside world is slow. Not
all Rillings areg precegded by
specific threats which give the

intgrnational  community a
convenignt signal to stgp in and
confront the perpetrators.

But when a pattern of
unpunished political murder
gmerges, the threat to others at
risk is aceentuated by gach ngw
Rilling. Impunity itself becomes
the threat - another method of
spreading terror, just as fear is
spread by a notg pushed
through a door inviting the
addrgssege to their own funeral.

In Marech, (I launched its
Campaign on Colombia aiming
to bring to world attention the
reality of the human rights
erisis in Colombia.

The UN Network negeds no
gducation about this reality.
Por gyears the Colombian
authoritigs havg begegn ong of the
prime targets of the Network's
gfforts.

&0 far, the Colombian
government has reacted
defensively to theg Campaign. In
May, Fernando Prito, the head
of Colombia's internal seeurity
segrvieg (PMS) threatenegd to sug
Al over its allggations. Ong Uy
featured specifically in his
threat, namely U 82/94, which
regported the Rilling of €varisto
dmaga Moralgs, and the
conegrn that his murder raised



for the
individuals

safety

of

whosg names also regportedly
appeargd on a list held by the
P7S and armed civilians.

At a press confergnce, Brito
announcgd that he planned to
initiate  lggal  proegedings
against {1l in the United Nations,
so that "somg Rind of sanction
can be placed (on ) for the
irrgsponsible way in which it
has bgegn lgvelling accusations
against theg Colombian state and
in this caseg against thg PS."
Fernando Brito  specifically
referred to letters sent to him by
UA participants in Germany and
the United Ringdom.

At the samg timg the
Colombian  government  was
regported to beg planning a public
relations strategy to clgan up its
imagg in €urope.

It sgems that the joint gfforts
of thg Campaign and the U
Network have at Igast bgen
sucegssful in  rattling the
Colombian government's
complacgney and in
qugstioning the ecredibility of
thg myths it has perpetuated
about its human rights record.

Mganwhilg the abusegs go on,
and the UM Network is as busy
as gver on Colombia. The work
sometimegs sgems fruitless, but
the importancg activists in
Colombia attach to gyour
appeals can no morg gloquently
be put than in the message sent
by the <ssociation of the
Families of the Pisappeared
(ASTHADDES) after (I issued an
€XTRY in July which attempted
to get outgoing President
Gaviria to promulgate a draft
law to criminalizg
"disappgarancgs".

In reaction to President
GQavira's  failurg to
promulgate the law,
ASFADPES expressed
their deegp frustration :

"This is extremely painful for us;
as if it has not been
enough to snuff out the
lives of our Joved ones,
not enough that we live
every day without
knowing where they are,
not enough the suffering
we have been through on
finding them tortured
and killed, not enough to
keep knocking on door
after door, day after day,
demanding answers we
are never given. There
is no limit to the indignity
suffered in this country
and we are not as strong
as we would wish. Only
by thinking about the
solidarity and  moral
support of people like
yourselves can we find
the strength to carry on
dreaming in spite of
blows like this."”

"No More War"- gryjjiti
of hopg in Colombia




Urgent

THE natarg of UW coneerns
means that the latgst technology
is used to speed up the
distribution of casg~sheets and
the sending of appeals. Both
fax and ¢leetronic mail arg
carrgntly used to send Ufls
from the 18 to U Coordinators
around theg world, many of
whom then distributg Uds by the
samg mgethods to Igtter-writers
in their ngtworks.

Uds arg also placed on
closed computer ngtworks such
as @regenNet and Pegacenet. This
articlg discussegs another way of
using today's technology to
distributg Ufds, USEHET.

UseNeT is a worldwide,
public collgetion of glgetronie
bullgtin boards, called
ngwsgroups, with a readership
of millions of people. These
ngwsgroups carrg information
on gvergthing from computer
programming to how to look
after gour ecat. Several arg
conegrngd with human rights,
the main ongs of which arg
soc.righis.human, misc.

Actions &
U S E N ET by Ray Mitchell

activism.progressive, and
alt.activism.desath-penaity. The
strange namgs arg a regsult of
thg naming convgntions usegd by
USEeNeT.

Monthly statistics revegal how
many peoplg eonsalt gach
ngwsgroup. In  (pril 1994,
alt.activism.dgath-pegnalty
attracted 120,000  readers,
soc.rights.human, 93,000, and
misc.activism.progressive,
58,000 readgrs.

€vegn assuming that mang
individuals regad morg than ong
ngwsgroup, the statistics still
show that over 90,000 pegople
read thg main human rights
ngwsgroup, approximately as
many peoplg as participatg in
the U Network worldwide.

&0, should I distribute Ugs
to thgsg ngwsgroups, thergby
inergasing the rgsponse to gach
Urd? There arg pros and cons
to this suggestion. The average
Ud gengratgs 3,500 - 5,000
appeals. If Uds were distribated
to USENET ngwsgroups, gach
Ud would bg read by an
gxtra 90,000

people, the great majority of
whom, however, arg
conegntrated in Western
countrigs. fllso many arg
students, who have free accgss
to USENET. Therefore, appeals
would prgdominantly ecomg from
US studegnts. Po weg want to
inergasg the number of appeals
at the expensg of the
intgrnational mix of thoseg
appeals?

Many of the 90,000+ readers
arg not {1 megmbers and may
not bg awarg of {I's econegrns.
Somg may disagree
with {l's staneg and mag usg
thg information for thgir own
gnds. For gxamplg, the
information in a US death
penalty Ud may be used to segnd
lgtters to the relgvant governor
in support of an gxeeution.

Should I distribute  Ufls
indiseriminately? {1 compromise
may be to distribute Ufls to the
newsgroups  for  information
only, without the addressgs or
recommended actions.

This important issug is ong
which | hopg the U Working
@Group will soon tacklg, to gnablg
U coordinators to haveg greater
coordination of thegir on-ling
campaigning.

* Ray Mitchell is the British
Section UA Coordinator. He
will present a paper on this
subject at the September
meeting of the International
Computer Communications
Working Group. For more
information, write to
rmitchellai@gn.apc.org, or
Ray Mitchell, Al British
Section, 99-119 Rosebery
Avenue, London EC1R 4RE.




Mexico

In January, Amnesly International arrived in Chiapas, Mexico to investigate reports of
gross human rights violations by the Mexican security forces. A member of the UA
team speaks to Morris Tidball-Binz, researcher for Mexico, who led the mission....

"JOU can't just plan for a
revolution” says Morris
Tidball-Binz rugfully, sitting in
his small office at {Imnegsty's
International Sgeretariat. "This
was New Ugar - the last thing we
negeded was an uprising in the
state of Chiapas!"

{ng hint of humour in
Tidball-Binz's voieg is
immediately  dispelled as he
rgachegs over to a photo-album
on thg corngr of his desk. te
opgns it at page ong and | am
foreed to catch my breath at the
gallery of horror displaged
beforg me. In ong picture, five
gugrillas lig, facg-down, their
hands tightly bound with string.
Il have bgegn shot through the
hegad. In anothgr photo, a man is
captured in a moment of purg
grigf, bending over the corpses
of two blood-soaked bodigs.

The uprising by the armed
opposition group, the Zapatista
National lsibgration {Irmy, on 1
January in  Chiapas  sent
shock-wavegs through [Fexico's
ruling elite, regsulting in a brutal
quashing of the rebellion by the
Mgxican sgcurity forees.

Within the first two wegks of
fighting, Amnesty was
invgstigating regports of gross
human rights violations by the
Mexican army, with accounts of
the torturg and gxgcution of
detainggs soon bging confirmed.

Buat what could fAmngsty do in
such a timg of erisis? The Mexico
tcam at the [ was bging
bombarded with constant

requgsts from the pregss asking
for clarification of the situation.

"We quickly decided to send a
rgsegarch mission to Pexico," said
Tidball-Binz. "From past
grperigneg, we Rngw that the visit
of an fmnegsty deleggation would
probably have a dissuasive ¢ffect
ovgr on-going human rights
violations in the arga. The
Mexican government is gxtremely
sgnsitive  about its  image
internationally. This was
definitely the time to act."

Tidball-Binz flew to Mexico on
Januargy 15, te met  with
indiggnous  communities  in
Chiapas, as well as Mexican
government officials, and
intervigwed around 70 detainges
in Cerro Hugeo prison (see UM
25/94). Most prisongrs had been
arrgsted on falsg chargegs and
subjected to bratal torturge.

Howgever, within days of



Wmnesty's arrival in Chiapas, the
situation was changing. The visit
was helping  publicisg  the
human rights  situation

worldwide and gnsuring the
acegss of human rights monitors
to prisons holding detainges.
Sgveral  Urgent {etions were
issugd, based on information
Morris  sgnt back to the
Intgrnational Sgergtariat. W week
after Morris visited the Cerro
Hugeo prison, morg than half the
detainges werg relgased.

Amngsty, howgver, beligves
that human rights violations have
begegn committed with impunity:
"Prosegcuting  human  rights
violators is ong of thg most
fundamental stgps the Mexican
government can takg if it wants to
end violations," states
Tidball-Binz.  flg closgs the
photo-album, and locks it away
in a filing cabingt. Is it too much
to hope, | ask beforg Igaving, that
the human rights situation magy
stabilizg in the country?

"This is Mexico", he says.
"lsgt's wait and see."

Network Updalte

UA Working
Group

THE International UH Working
Group is presently being set up

and should be in formation by
Segptember 1.

The group will econsist of 10 UM
coordinators, two from gach
world region. It will particularly

aim to assist U{] networks in negw
or small segctions by gxchanging
adviee and support or by
providing spgcified materials,
gquipment or services.



The Working Group would help
gnsurg that therg arg regular
intgr-section megtings on the d(
action form.

Projects that the group will
start working on arg the
organisation  of theg  next
intgrnational Uf  confergnce,
assistanceg to West {frican U
networks, and gxchanges of U(
coordinators begtween large and
small sgetions.

The next edition of U REWS
will econtain further information
on theg naturg of thesg projects,
as well as a list of all UW
Coordinators in the Working
@Qroup.

4l Index: ACT 60/02/94

Meeting in Ghana
PLANS arg underway for a
regional meeting of West Ifrican
Uy Coordinators. The three dag
confergnce will take placg in
Weera, Ghana on 7-9 October
and will bring toggther U(
Coordinators and @roup
Pevelopment Officgrs from  six
countrigs.

The objective of the megting is
to improve the capacity of West
Hfrican groups and sections to
rgspond to crisis situations. 7In
intggral part of the confergnce
will includg  training  on
word-procegssing and ¢lectronic
mail.

Uds in South frica
SOUTH Hfrica recently bgcame
the first country in {frica to
reeeive Ufs by gleetronic mail.
This means I groups and
individuals can regspond to
Amngsty's urgent concerns as
soon as a casg is issued.

If gyou would Ilikg wmorg
information by g-mail, contact
Christopher Merrett, on:
Chris@gn{merrett@Ilibrary.unp.a
c.za)

"To Save a Life"

MEeMBERS of the German
Seetion  distributed  Uds  at
showings of Stgven Spiglberg's
film Schindlers kist, the story of
a man who saved somg 1200 Jews
from almost egrtain death during
the tolocaust. flalf a century
on, thg world still ngeds activists
to intervgng on beghalf of
individuals  persgecuted  and
terrorized by agents of the state.

Special Hppeal

{Igainst €xtradition

IN Pebruary an EXTRY was
issued for Antonio Ti Lsuo, at risk
of gxtradition from the
Portugugse Territory of Macau
to China, where he faced possible
gxecution. The action was sgnt
with an I dglggate to a
Symposium of Human Rights
Organizations held in
Quinga-Bissau from 21-23
February. {4 special appeal was
faxed from all the delggates at the
confergncg to  theg relgvant
authoritigs.



