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M SUMMARY OF €VENTS ON THE DEUTH PENHLTY AN MOVES TOWHARDS WORLDPWIDE WBOLITION

'UNPRECEPENTED HUMBER OF COUNTRIES ABOLISH OR SUSPENP THE e TH
PERQITY' ~ UN 1995 Quinquennial Report (s¢e story on page 5)

MORATORIA ON €XeCUTIONS IN
ALBMANIG ANP MOLPOVH

Preparatory to joining the 34-nation Council of
curopg, {llbania and PMoldova have committed
themsglvegs to ceasg gxecutions and to ratify the
Sixth Protocol to thg €uropgan Convention on
Human Rights concegrning theg abolition of theg
death pegnalty. In a declaration signegd on 29 Jung,
Pjeter  @rbnori, President of the ibanian
Parliamegnt, said heg was willing to commit his
country to "sign, ratify and apply Protoeol No. 6
of the €uropgan Convention on Human Rights on
the abolition of the dgath penalty in time of peace
within three gears of accegssion [to the €uropean
Convention on Human Rights], and to pat into
placg a moratorium on grgcutions until [the] total
abolition of capital punishment". Moldova
committed itself on 27 Jung to "sign and ratify
Protocol No. 6... in timg of peace within three
years of acegssion, and to uphold thg moratorium
on greeutions until the total abolition of capital
punishment".

POLAND - ABOLITIORIST Bllsls PRUAFTED

The Polish Government has agreed on the text of a
bill to abolish the dgath penalty. The bill must be
approved by theg parliamegnt and signed by
President lsgech Walgsa beforg becoming law. The
govgrnment's decision followed a votg in the lower
housg of parliament (Sg/m) on 9 Jung to introduce
a formal fivg-ygar moratorium on gxecutions.
Ministry of Justice spokgsman {Indrzej Cubala
was quoted by Reuters ngws agegncy as sayging his
government wanted to abolish the death penalty

beforg thg country's planngd gntry into the
€uropgan Union.

MAURITIUS ABOLISHES PedTH
PENALTY, BUT PRESIPENT REFUSES TO
SIGH Bllsls

On 3 {Jugust 1995 the National {Issembly by a
largeg majority passed a bill which abolished the
death pegnalty for all offences, replacing it with a
mandatory sgntgneg of 20 yegars' imprisonment.
However, President Casgem Uteem has returned
the bill to the parliament, which regconvengs in late
Octobegr, for further discussion. g is seeking an
inergasg in the mandatory prison segntgneg.  Until
the President signs the bill the death penalty
rgmains in law, but it is beligved that the delay is
only tgmporary.

SRl k@NR{W - HO FIRM PECISION TO
IMPlL.EMENT PEHTH PEN{LTY

In a letter replying to {Imnegsty International's
conegrns that on 9 Jung theg parliament had
unanimously passed a private megmber's motion to
implgment the death penalty, specifically in
extrgme casgs of murder which shocek the public
conscigneg, Minister of Justice Profgssor @ Lo
Peiris wrotg: "l wish to statg catggorically that
therg has bgen no firm deeision to reintroduce
gxeeutions.” The Minister claimed the bill was in
rgsponsg to "agitation on the part of the publie in
rgeegnt years against...carly relgases” of prisongrs
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segrving life sgntgnces after death sentences
imposgd on thegm had begegn commated; ong
prisongr had beggn reglgased as garly as six years
after conviction. The death penalty is retaingd in
the country's penal law, but therg have bgegn no
judicial gregcutions in ori lbanka sincg 1976.

JUVENILe €XeCUTIONS - (I STUPY

M new {Imngsty Intgrnational study gives details
of juvenilg offenders rgported to have beegn
greeuted in gight countrigs sineg 1985. The gight
countrigs arg Bangladgsh, Iran, Irag, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Saudi {rabia, Yemen and USW. The
grecution of juvenilg offenders - peopleg sgntenced
to death for crimegs committed when they were
ander 18 years old - is prohibited under
intgrnational human rights instruments including
the International Covegnant on Civil and Political
Rights, the UN Convgntion on thg Rights of the
Child and the fmerican Convention on Human
Rights. Morg than 100 countrigs whose laws still
providg for the degath penalty have Iggal
provisions which gxclude the usg of the degath
penalty against juvenile offenders or can be
presumed to grelude such usg by virtug of having
beecome partigs to ong or morg of theg above
treatics without making a regsegrvation to the
relgvant article. ("Juvenilgs and the Peath
Penalty, Worldwide €xecutions sineg 1985", Al
Index: ACT 50/05/95, August 1995)

CANAPA - SLIGHT PROP IN SUPPORT
FOR P TH PENALTY

Forty-four per egnt of Canadians would strongly
support the rgturn of the death penalty, according
to a National fIngus Reid Poll conducted among a
rgpregsentative  cross-sgetion  of 1300  adult
Canadians betwegen 26 and 30 Jung 1995. The
figure is slightly lower than theg 46 per cegnt who
gxpressed strong support for theg return of the
death penalty in Marech 1987 when a votg on the
issug was about to bg held in the Canadian
parliamgnt.

Twenty-five per cent of thosg polled
gxpressed modgerate support for the return of the
death pgnalty compared with 27 per cgnt in 1987.
€lgven per egnt werg modgerately opposed to the
return of the death penalty (up from six per cent in
1987) and 18 per cent werg strongly opposed, the
samg peregntage as in 1987.

Canada abolished the degath penalty
for capital murder in 1976. 1 movg by the
Progressive Consgrvative Party to restorg the
death pgnalty for marder was dgfeated by the

Canadian Housg of Commons on 30 Jung 1987 by
148 votgs to 127.

CHIN{ - MULTIPLE €XeCUTIONS PRIOR
TO UN CONFERENCe

The Chingsg authorities carried out multiple
greeutions as part of a "clgan-up" of Beijing, the
capital, beforg the UN Pourth World Confergnce
on Women, held therg from 4 to 15 Sgptember.
Beijing Paily ngwspaper rgported on 10 Hugust
that 10 pgoplg convicted of murder, robbery,
"hooliganism" and other erimgs had been gxecuted
to gnsare "pablic order". Six moreg werg gxecuted
on 16 {Jugust immediately after sentencing,
according to the Beijing Evegning News
ngwspaper. The impending arrival of an
gstimated 20,000 forgign visitors for the
confergneg lgd the aathoritigs to strengthen
sgeurity measurgs in the capital. In a press
brigfing in Beijing on 10 ugust Imnesty
International Sgergtary Gengral Pigrre  Sang
commented: "To welecome the world to Beijing,
must peoplg dig?"
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€arligr, in Jung, multiplg gxgcutions werg
carried out in conngetion with thg UN-dgeclared
Intgrnational Pay against Prug Wbusg and lllicit
Trafficking (26 Jung), as has happened gach year
sincg 1991. On 23 Jung 34 prisongrs convicted of
drug offences were gxecuted in Guangxi provineg
after their sgntgncgs were announcegd at public
ralligs throughout thg provineg.

RAZARHSTAN - (I PROTEST OVER
TELEVISED €XECUTION

I has writtegn to government officials and to the
Chairman of the Razakhstan Telgvision and Radio
Company  protgsting about the televised
broadeasting of an grecution carrigd out in Jung.
In the film, the camgra follows a handcuffed
prisongr as hg is marched into a small room and
shot in thg back of thg hegad. The film was
rgbroadcast to wmillions of vigwers in the
Curopgan part of the former Sovigt Union in July.
In its letter [l said: "€xecuting people to punish
sgrious violgnt erimg only serves to perpetuate a
cyelg of violgneg. Telgvising such gxecutions
gxtends that cyclg of violgneg by taking it into
peopleg's homes."

HIGERIA - PUBLIC €XECUTIONS

Forty-thrgg prisongrs were gxecuted by firing
squad in the capital lagos on 22 July. The
grecutions werg carrigd out in batchgs over a
two-and-a-half hour period bgforg a crowd of a
thousand peoplg at Ririkiri Magimum &ecurity
Prison  gxrecution  ground. Three doctors
regportedly certified that all the prisongrs were
dead following the gxecutions. Theg 43 prisongrs
had bgen convicted of armed robbery by Robbery
and Firearms Tribunals, special courts outside the
normal judicial systgm which cannot guarantege
fair trials and allow no right of appgal to a higher,
indgpendent jurisdiction. On 25 July a
government official announced that six prisongrs,
regportedly reprigved, had actually been gxecuted
garligr; the date of their gregeuation is unknown. In
damawa State in gastern Nigeria, five prisongrs
werg grecutegd on 26 July, also convieted by a
Robbery and Pirgarms Tribunal. Three others

arg awaiting the outcomg of their appeals to the
loagos otate Militarg ddministrator.

dineg thg restoration of civilian
government was halted in Novgmber 1993 by a
military coup, mass public gregcutions have begn
rgsumed in the aauthoritics' regsponsg to an
upsurgg in violgnt crimg. The reegnt gxrecutions
took placg at a timg of sgrious concern in Nigeria
and intgrnationally that hasty gxecutions could
follow a sgeret treason trial. Over 40 prisongrs
including former hegad of state retired Gengral
Olusggun Obasanjo
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were convicted in sgergt trgason trials beforg a
militarg tribunal in Jung and July. Unofficial
sourcgs say somg 14 of them werg sgntgneed to
death. {Imngsty Intgrnational beligves many of
the convictgd prisongrs arg prisonegrs of
conscigneg,  convicted  bgcausg  of  their
pro-dgmocracy activitigs.

SAUPI ARMUBIM - €EXECUTIONS PROVORE
PROTESTS IN TURREY

In Saudi {Irabia, four Turkish men convicted of
smuggling amphgetamings into theg country were
beghgaded on 11 and 14 Hugust. On 14 Hugust the
Turkish forgign ministry issugd a statgment
saying that the Saudi ambassador to Turkey had
bggn summongd to give an gxplanation of the
gxecations, which had bgen carried out despite
high-~lgvel attempts by Turkey to have the lives of
the four men spared. Tarkish newspapers
published photographs of angry friends and
relativegs of the four beghgaded prisongrs burning
Saudi flags and shouting offensive slogans.

Al has called on thg daudi authoritigs to
cgasg gxrecudtions, which havg begen carrigd out at
an alarming ratg under judicial proegdurgs in
which intgrnationally agreed safeguards for
prisongrs facing theg death penalty arg ignored.
s of mid-Sgptember I had Igarned of 171
grecutions sineg the beginning of the year, a
figure several timgs higher than the 53 known
greeations in 1994.

GUMBIA REINTROPUCES PEeHTH PENNITY - The ruling drmed Foregs Provisional Ruling Council
(@PPRO issued a deerge on 12 dugust reinstating the death penalty, abolished in Wpril 1993. Al urged the
authoritigs, who camg to power in a militarg coup in July 1994, to regconsider their decision.

Cartoon from the Gambian
Paily Observer 23 Hugust 1995
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BACKRLASH FOllOWS SOUTH (WFRICAN
RULING

The Constitational Court Ruling of 6 Jung that
capital punishment undgr the Criminal Procgdure
et is unconstitutional (sge Peath Penalty News
Jung 1995) has provoked a backlash in the form of
ngwspaper articlgs, gditorials and letters to South
Hfrican ngwspapers. Public concgrn over violgnt
crimg has bggn translatgd into calls for the
rgtention of the degath pegnalty for reasons of both
deterrgneg and retribation.  Some writers have
qugstioned the "right" of the Constitutional Court
judges to order an gnd to the death pegnalty in the
face of public support for it. The National Party,
supported by somg other partigs, has callgd for a
referendum on the death penalty, bat this degmand
was rgjected by the National ssembly. The
Constitation is in the proegss of beging revised by
the Constitational {ssegmbly, which must adopt
the final version by Magy 1996.

URRAINE - STATISTICS RELEWSCD
Figures relgased by the Ministry of Justieg in May
show that 60 people were gxecuted in 1994, giving
Ukraing ong of the highest ratgs of judicial
grecution in thg world. Ong hundred forty-three
peopleg wereg sgntgnced to degath in 1994; only two
commutations werg granted. Sincg then URranian
authoritics have informed the Parliamentary
Wssembly of the Council of €urope that 74 dgath
sgntegncegs werg passed in the first six months of
1995; no figures for grgcutions werg given.
Revigwing URraing's fourth periodie rgport
submitted under the Intgrnational Covgnant on
Civil and Political Rights, the Human Rights
Committeg set up under the Covenant issued a
comment on 26 July grpressing "its degp conegrn
about the eurrgnt tregnd in UKraing to imposeg and
carry out an incrgasing number of dgath
segntgnegs, and about inhumang circumstancgs in
which thosg sentgncegs arg carrigd out”. The
Committeg recommended "that Ukraing study
measargs to limit the categgorigs of crimes
punishablg by degath to the most serious offences,
in conformity with articlg 6 of the Covgnant, with a
vigw to its prospective abolition and to make when
appropriatg morg gxtgnsivg usg of the rights of
commutation or pardon." Ukraing has sincg
inergased by two thg number of sgparatg military
offences that carry a possiblg death sgntence.

Hews FROM THe UsH

Pennsylvania - Stay of €xecation Granted
Wesley Cook, better known as Mumia {Ibu-Jamal,
was granted an indgfinite stay of gxecution on 7
Hugust by the same judgg who sentgnced him to
death for the Rilling of a policg officer in 1981.
former megmber of thg Black Panther political
group, Mumia {bu-Jamal was dug to beg gxecuted
in  Pennsyglvania  on 17 {ugust. The
award-winning journalist and author of a current
best-selling book gntitled Live from Peath Row
maintains his trial in 1982 was unfair. Over the
past years, Imngsty Intgrnational has writtgn to
the authoritigs in Pegnnsylvania expressing
conegrn over the casg of dbu-Jamal. His claim has
also attracted support from forgign political
lgaders and activists. {ppgeals for clgmeney have
begn sgnt by President Jacques Chirae of France,
the German Minister of Forgign (ffairs Klaus
Rinkel and Italian mgmbers of parliament. PBritish
writer dalman Rushdig and Freneh philosopher
Jaequgs Perrida arg among thg many promingnt
figurgs who have also appgaled to Governor Tom
Ridge on Mumia {Ibu-Jamal's behalf.

Missouri - Poctors and gxegcutions

On 5 July Missouri bgcamg the first Us state to
rgseind its statutory requirgment that a physician
assist in greeutions. The laws of 27 other states
allow or invitg doctors to play at Igast somg rolg
in gxecuations, according to the Journal of the
{merican Medical {ssociaton (16 Hugust 1995).
duch participation may beg as a witngss, as the
person rgsponsiblg for pronouncing dgath, or
gvgn, as in lllinois (see Peath Penalty News Jung
1995), to administer the lgthal dosg to prisongrs
awaiting grecation. Standards of medical
gthical conduct in relation to the death penalty
have beggn gstablished by the {Imerican Medical
Wssociation (AM), the merican Collgge of
Physicians, the World Medical {ssociation, the
HAmerican Public Health Wssociation and other
health profgssional organisations. {Jll of the
abovg acts could bg considered to violatg ong or
another of thegse standards.
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NEW UN QUINQUENRIf REPORT ON CAPITAL
PURISHMENT

Cvery five ygears the UN Sgeretary-General is
mandated to produecg a regport on capital
punishment. These regports arg a unique soureg
of information bgcausg they arg basgd on
information suppligd by governments, as well as
non-govgrnmental  organizations and  expert
studigs.

The Sgergtary~General's latest
quingugnnial report, the fifth in the serigs, was
issugd on 8 Jung 1995, with additions on 29 Jung
and 6 July. Sixty-three governments regsponded
to the Sgergtary-Gengral's request for information,
ap from theg 55 which supplied information for the
previous regport in 1990.

Pacg of dbolition Quickens

The report compargs reegnt information with that
from previous periods and concludgs that "an
unpreegdented  number  of  countrigs  have
abolished or suspegnded the usg of the dgath
penalty." 1t gogs on to statg that "the pace of
changg may beg sggn to have begen quite
rgmarKablg. In the years sincg 1989, 24 countrigs
havg abolished the degath pegnalty, 22 of them for
all erimegs whether in peacgtimeg or in war-time."
But four countrigs haveg reintroduced the death
penalty sineg 1989, two countrigs that were
formerly considered abolitionist de facto have
rgsumed gxecations, and "sgveral countrigs have
gxpanded theg scopg of the death penalty as a
regaction to peregived upsurges in crime.”

UN dafeguards

This gear's report covers both the question of
capital  punishmegnt as such and the
implgmentation of the Safeguards Guaranteging
Protection of the Rights of Those Tacing the
Death Penalty, adopted by the UN €conomic and
Social Council (€COSOC) in 1984. It notes that,
contrary to the 1984 dafeguards, the death penalty
is used for "offencgs without intgntional Igthal
consgquences, various political offences and
offencgs related to military discipling." Fair trials
arg not always applied and another problem is
that "mandatory death sgntencgs, that provideg no
lgegway for mitigating circumstancegs exist in a

number of countrigs".  The rgport suggests
providing a clgargr definition of mental
retardation in ling

with the recommendation adopted by €COSOC in
1989 (in rgsolution 1989/64) that the death penalty
be ¢liminated for "persons suffering from mental
retardation  or  gxtremely  limited  mental
competence'.

dlternatives to the Peath Penalty

For the first time, the 1995 report inquirgd about
the penaltics which have replaced the death
penalty after abolition. "Sgveral trends emerged”,
the report statgs. "First, it was relatively rare for
the lgngth of imprisonment to be fixed mandatorily
by law. &geond, many countrigs gave the courts
the disergtion to pass a segntgnceg of gither
imprisonment for life or a determinate period in
prison that varigd among countrigs but was most
often for a period of betwgen 15 and 25 ygears,
although terms for gconomiec crimegs formerly
subject to the death pegnalty tended to be shorter.
Third, although at lgast ong country had no
provision for the remission of sgntegnce, most did
allow thg shortgning of thg period in custody
through various sytems of conditional relgase,
often after about two thirds of the penalty had
been served."

Hetion by €COSOC

fter considering the report, the €conomic and
Social Council adopted a resolution on 28 July
setting forth theg method to beg used in compiling
the negxt quinguennial rgport in the ygar 2000 and
requesting  the UN  Commission on  Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice to graming the
regport at its fifth sgssion in 1996.

(Capital Punishment; Report of the
Seeregtary-General, UN  document  number
€/1995/78, €©/1995/78/11dd.1 and
€/1995/78/ddd.i/Corr.i. Por information on the
fourth quingugnnial rgport, sge Peath Penalty
News November 1990.)
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NEWS IN BRIET

Two men dug to be gxecuted on 25 {lugust in
Belize wereg granted a last-minute stay of
grecution by the Judicial Committeg of the Privy
Couneil (JCPQ) in €ngland pending the outecome of
their appeal to the JCPC, which serves as the final
court of appeal for Belizg. No grgecutions have
takegn placg in Belizg for 10 years.

In Iran a former head of the police anti-drug
hegadquarters in Rhorasan provincg bordering
{fghanistan has bggn gxecuted, reportedly for
drug-trafficking. Hecording to thg Iranian
newspaper Raghan, Lt Col Razgm Parzangk was
gxecuted during the week beginning 22 July after
being sgntgnced to degath by the Islamic
Revolationary Court of Mashdad, capital of
Rhorasan. flg had been found guilty of
distributing illicit drugs, taking bribegs to relgase
drug addicts, illggal possgssion of arms, and
adultery, thg newspaper reported. PMorg than
2,900 peoplg accused of drug offences have been
grecuted sineg the ergation of the Islamic Regpublic
of Iran in 1979.

In Botswana five people were gxecuted by hanging
on 26 ugust at Gaborong Maximum Sgcurity
Prison in Gaborong. I had appgealed for
clgmgncy.

The 1994 law reinstating the death penalty in the
Philippings specifigs ¢lgctrocution as the method
of gxegcution until a gas chambgr can be built, but
according to Burgeau of Corrgctions ®Pirgctor
Vicgnte Vinarao the country lacks the funds gither
to buy an ¢lgetrie chair, dgstroyed by a bolt of
lightning somg years ago, or to build theg chamber.
At lgast 60 prisongrs have bggn segntgneegd to
death in the Philippings under theg negw law, bat no
ong has get beegn gxecuted.
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