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@THE PEITH PEN{LTY
LIST OF YBOLITIORIST AN RETENTIONIST COUNTRIES

M record-bregaking number of countrigs abolished the degath pegnalty in 1990. Segven countrigs -
Namibia, the Czech and Slovak Federative Republic (formerly Czgchoslovakia), Irgland, {Indorra, S&o
Tom¢ and Prineipe, Mozambique and Hungary - abolished the death penalty for all offencegs. Ong
country, Ngpal, abolished the degath pegnalty for ordinary offegnces.

Following the gstablishment of the South West {frica Peoples' Organization (SWHUPO) as the
majority party of government in Namibia, a draft constitution was drawn up for discussion by the
Constitugnt dssembly in which the death penalty was abolished. The final draft was approved
ananimously by the Constitugnt dssgmbly on 9 Pebruary. rticle 6 (Chapter 3) of the constitution
statgs: "The right to lifg shall be respeeted and protected. No law mag preseribe death as a competent
sentegneeg. No Couart or Tribunal shall have the power to impose a sentgneg of dgath upon ang person.
No grecutions shall takeg placg in Namibia."

On 3 May, the Czegchoslovakian parliament adopted an amendment to the penal codg abolishing
the death penalty for all offences. This law took gffect on 1 July.

In Irgland the parliament voted to abolish thg dgath pegnalty for the three erimes for which it was
still retaingd. {Ibolition came into foreg in July.

1 spokegsperson of the Negpalgse loaw and Justicg Ministry announced in July that the death
penalty had been abolished in Nepal for marder. The dgath penalty had previously been abolished for
murdgr in 1946 but was rgintrodueed in 1985 after sgveral people werg Rilled in bomb gxplosions.
Organizations in the country had called for abolition. Ngpal now retains the death penalty only for
gregptional erimes (gspionage and violgnt attacks on the rogal family).

{Indorra's first written penal codg, which makgs no provision for the death pegnalty, camg into
foreg on 1 Sgptember.

S80 Tom¢ and Principe's ngw constitution, which had been approved by the National People's
Wssembly in Mareh, was approved by a majority of voters in a refergndum held on 22 dugust. The
constitution camg into foreg on 20 Segptember, - Articlg 21 stategs: "1. Human lifg is inviolablg. 2.In no
casg will there be the death penalty".

The death penalty was abolished in Mozambique under its ngw constitution which was adopted
by the People's dssgmbly on 2 November and camg into foreg at the gnd of November. {rticlg 70.2 of
the constitution states: "In the Republic of Mozambiqug therg is no death penalty.”

In Hungary the Constitational Court abolished the death penalty, raling that its provision under
the penal code violated the country's constitation.  The court found that the death penalty violates the
"inhegrent right to life and human dignity" as provided ander {rticlg 54 of the constitution.



Wmnesty International's latgst information shows that 44 countrigs have abolished the death
penalty for all offences, whilg 17 have dong so for all but gxegptional erimgs such as wartimg erimes.
Twenty-five countrigs can be considered abolitionist de facto: they retain the death penalty in law bat
havg not carrigd out any gxegcutions for thg past 10 gears or morg. Ningty-two countrigs retain and usg
the death penalty.

ttached is a list of countrigs, indicating whether or not their laws provide for the death
penalty. FTor abolitionist countrigs, information is also given, where availablg, on theg datg of abolition
and the dateg of the last gxegcution carrigd out; and for countrigs which have abolished the death penalty
for all erimes, the datg when it was abolished for ordinary offgnegs if this was dong before. (The date
given for abolition is normally the datg when the decision to abolish the dgath penalty was taken, but if
that decision only camg into ¢ffect sgveral years later, the latter date is given.)

Hlso attached is a list of countrigs which have abolished the death penalty in law sineg 1976. It
shows that in reegnt gears, at lgast ong country a year on average has abolished the death penalty in
law or, having dong so for ordinary offencgs, has gong on to abolish it for all offences.

The lists have begn compiled on the basis of information availablg to fimngsty Intgrnational as
of January 1991. Iny changgs or corrgctions will bg issugd as ngegssary.



1. {UBOLITIORIST FOR (llls CRIMES

(Countrigs whosg laws do not providg for the death penalty for ang erimg)

Pate of Pate of

Pate of Mbolition for loast
Country Hbolition Ordinary Crimes Execution
HANPORRA 1990 1943
AUSTRA LI 1985 1984 1967
AUSTRIA 1968 1950 1950
CAMBOPIA 1989
Cape VerRpe 1981 1835
COLOMBIA 1910 1909
COSTH RICH 1877
CzeCH NP SIsOVHR FEPERATIVE REPUBLIC 1990 1988
PENMARK 1978 1933 1950
POMINICHN REPUBLIC 1966
eCUdPOR 1906
PINIsIND 1972 1949 1944
FRUNCE 1981 1977
FepeRl REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 1949/1987*** 19497
HAITI 1987 1972*
HONDURMS 1956 1940
HUNGERY 1990 1988
ICelsdND 1928 1830
IRClAIND 1990 1954
RIRIBATI o
LICCHTENSTEIN 1987 1785
LUXEeMBOURG 1979 1949
MARSHLols ISLINDS o
MICRONESIH (Federated States) o
MON{CO 1962 1847
MOZAMBIQUE 1990 1986
NAMIBIA 1990 1988*
NETHERILANDS 1982 1870 1952
NEW ZedL{AND 1989 1961 1957
RICARAGUH 1979 1930
NORWHY 1979 1905 1948
PANEAMA 1903*
PHILIPPINES 1987 1976
PORTUGHIs 1976 1867 1849*
ROMANIA 1989 1989
STUN MARINO 1865 1848 1468*
SHO TOME NP PRINCIPE 1990 o
SOLOMON ISLTANDS 1966 o
SWEPEN 1972 1921 1910
TUVALU o
URUGUAY 1907
VANUAETU o
VATICAN CITY STATE 1969
VeNezUueld 1863

TOTHls: 44 countrigs
* Pate of last kKnown gxrecution
** No gxecutions sineg indgpendegnce

*** The death penalty was abolished in the Federal Republic of Germang (FRG) in 1949 and in thg German
Pemocratic Republic (@PR) in 1987. The last gregcution in the PRG was in 1949; the date of the last grecution in the



GPR is not known. The PRG and the GPR were unified in October 1990. The name of the unified country is the
Federal Republic of Gegrmany.



2. (ABOLITIONIST FOR ORPINARY CRIMES ONIY

(Countrigs whosg laws providg for the death penalty only for gxegptional erimes such as erimes under
military law or erimgs committed in gxegptional circumstances such as wartimg)

Pate of Pate of
Country bolition loast €xecution
ARGENTING 1984
BRAZIs 1979 1855
CHANAPH 1976 1962
CYPRUS 1983 1962
€lo SALVAPOR 1983 1973*
Fll 1979 1964
ISR 1954 1962
[Ty 1947 1947
MALTA 1971 1943
MEXICO 1937
Nepdls 1990 1979
PAPUA NEW GUINEH 1974 1950
perd 1979 1979
SEYCHELIES -
SPHIN 1978 1975
SWITZERIAND 1942 1944
UNITED RINGDOM 1973 1964

TOT(ls: 17 countrigs

* Pate of last Known gxecution

** No grecutions sincg indgpendgnege



3. ABOLITIONIST P€ FHCTO

(Countrigs and territorigs which retain the death penalty for ordinarg erimes but have not gxgcuted
anyong during the past 10 years or morg)

Pate of
Country loast €xecution
WNGUIslsd 1820s
BAHRAIN 1977
Bel-alum 1950
BERMUPA 1977
BHUTAHN 1964*
BOLIVId 1974
BRITISH VIRGIN ISls(ANDS
BRUNEI PARUSSUIHIM 1957
CAYMAN [SleINDS 1928
COMOROS .
CoTe P'IVOIRE
PJIBOUTI .
GqRreecCe 1972
HONG RONG 1966
MADHEHESCAR 1958*
MALPIVES 1952*
MONTSERRAT 1961
N@URU .
NIGeR 1976*
PARAGUAY 1928
SUMOH, WESTERN .
SeNeadls 1967
SRI lsINRA 1976
TOGO

TURRS {IND CHICOS ISLUANDS

TOT(ls: 25 countrigs and territorigs

* Pate of last Known gxecution
** No grecutions sincg indgpendgnege

(In kegping with the system of classification used by the United Nations in its quingugnnial rgports on
capital punishment, all of thegse countrigs and territorigs can bg considered abolitionist de facto in that
they have not carrigd out grgeutions for the past 10 gegars or more. Hlowgver, dgath sgntgnees have
continued to beg imposed in a number of thgse countrigs and territorigs, and not all of them have a
policy of regularly commuting sgntegnees.)



4. RETENTIONIST

(Countrigs and territorigs which retain and usg the death pegnalty for ordinary crimes)*

Country

APGHANISTHN
WsBLINIH
Al@eRI(d
HANGEOLsd
ANTIGUA AN® BARBUPH
BAHEMAS
BANGLAPEeSH
BARBAPOS
bellze
BENIN
BOTOSWHNA
BULGHRIA
BURKRING PHU80
BURUNDI
CAMEROON
CeNTRdl APRICAN
REPUBLLIC
CH{P
CHllee
CHINY (People's
Republie)
CONGO
cuBd
POMINICH
eGYPT
€QUATORIWL GUINE(
eTHIOPIW
GIBON
QUMBId
GHANY
GRENAPH
QUATeM{lA
GqUINeH
GQUINE(-BlSSHU
GUYINA

TOT(ls: 92 countrigs and territorigs

INDIH

INPONESI{

IRWN

IRMQ

JAMAICH

JAPAN

JORPMN

ReNyd

ROREN (Pegmoecratic
People's Republic)
[North Rorgea]

ROREHA (Republic)
[South Rorga]

RUWAIT

108

l.cBUNON

ls&SOTHO

LIBERIA

LIBYH

MALAWI

MAL{AYSId

MLl

MAURITANIA

MAURITIUS

MONGOLI{

MOROCCO

MYLANMAR

NIGeRId

OMAN

PARISTAN

POLIND

QUTHR

RWARDH

SHUINT CHRISTOPHER {INP
NeVIs

SHUINT I,UCI(

SHUINT VINCENT AN® THE
GRENMAPINES

SUUPI ARMBIA

SIERRM .€ONE

SINGHUPORE

SOM sl

SOUTH WPRICH

SUPIN

SURINAME

SWHZIAND

SYRIA

TAIWAN (Republic of
China)

TANZANIA

THAAND

TONGEH

TRINIDUD AND TOBHGEO

TUNISIW

TURREY

UGHNDHA

UNION OF s0VIeT
SOCIHLIST REPUBLICS

UNITED ARMB €MIRATES

UNITED STUTES OF
AMERICH

VIeT NAM

yemen

yugosSL-{dvId

ZAIREe

ZAMBI(A

ZIMBABWE

* Most of thegsg countrigs and territorigs arg known to havg carrigd out gxecutions during the past 10
gears. On somg countrigs dmngsty Intgrnational has no record of gxecutions bat is unablg to
ascgrtain whether or not gxecutions have in fact been carrigd out.



LIST OF COUNTRIES WHICH HHUVE (IBO0LISHED THE PEATH PENULTY SINCE 1976

1976: PORTUGL abolished the death penalty for all offences.
CAN{PA abolished the death penalty for ordinary offences.
1978: PENMARRK abolished the death penalty for all offences.

SPAIN abolished the dgath penalty for ordinary offgnces.

1979:1.UXEMBOURG, RICHRHGUY and NORWHY abolished the death penalty for all offences.

BRUZIL, Tl and PERU abolished the death pegnalty for ordinary offences. (1)

198t: PRUNCE abolished the death penalty for all offences.
1982: The NETHERLANDS abolished the degath penalty for all offences.

1983:CYPRUS and €ls SULVAPOR abolished the death penalty for ordinary offences.

1984:ARGENTINY and HUSTRLIU abolished the death penalty for ordinary offences. (2) (3)

1985 AUSTRALIY abolished the death penalty for all offences. (3)

1987:The PHILIPPINES, HAITI, LIECHTENSTEIN and the GERMAIN PEMOCRUTIC
REPUBLIC abolished the death penalty for all offences.

1989:CAMBOPIY, NeW ZE{WLUINP and ROM{INIY abolished the death penalty for all offences.

1990:ANPORRY, the CZeCH NP SLOVHAR FEPERATIVE REPUBLIC, HUNGARY, [REl-(AND,
MOZAMBIQUE, NAMIBIM and SHO TOME AN PRINCIPE abolished the death penalty for all
offences.

RePdls abolished the death penalty for ordinary offgnces. (4)
Notgs:

1. Brazil had abolished theg death penalty in 1882 but regintroduced it in 1969 whilg under military
rulg.

2. {Irgentina had abolished the death pgnalty for all offences in 1921 and again in 1972 but
rgintrodueged it in 1976 following a military coup.

3. In 1984 the dgath penalty was abolished in Western {ustralia, the last Justralian state to retain
the death penalty for ordinary offfencegs. In 1985 it was abolished entirgly in Hustralia when the state of
New South Walgs abolished it for piracy, treason and arson at militarg and naval gstablishments - the only
rgmaining capital offences.

4. Ngpal had abolished the dgath pegnalty for marder in 1946 but reintroduced it in 1985 after
bomb gxplosions in which sgveral people werg Killed.



