










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































issued in 1991 and repealed in May 1992.

In early May at least 39 pcp inmates and
two policemen were killed during a police
operation to regain control of two wings of
the Castro Castro Prison in Lima, the cap-
ital. The authorities claimed the inmates
died as a result of an armed confrontation
or were deliberately killed by fellow
inmates to prevent them from surrender-
ing. pcP inmates subsequently claimed that
at least 10 of the victims were killed after
surrendering to the police.

Peter Cérdenas, of the MrTA, and Victor
Polay, its leader, were arrested in May and
June respectively. In September pcp leader
Abimael Guzmdan and members of the orga-
Nization's central committee were arrested
and charged with treason; scores of other
PCP activists were detained in the following
months. President Fujimori stated repeat-
edly that he favoured the death penalty for
those convicted of treason.

From mid-September the government
refused the International Committee of the
Red Cross (icrc) access to all prisons.

In response to international pressure for
areturn to democratic rule, elections were
hEId in November for an 80-member leg-
Islative Congress charged with reforming
the Constitution. The party political
alliance Nueva Mayoria-Cambio 90, New
Majority-Change 90, backed by President
Fujimori, achieved an outright majority.
Three major opposition parties refused to
Participate in the elections.

Of the 178 people known to have “dis-
appeared” after detention by the security
forces, 139 remained unaccounted for, 22
Were later found dead, 16 had their deten-
tion acknowledged or were released, and
one said he had escaped. Among the

disappeared” were 10 peasants from the
department of junin, who were detained in
February by a civil defence patrol acting
with the support of the army. The victims,
seven men and three boys from the Paccha
Community in the province of Huancayo,
Were reportedly beaten, tied up and taken
away by the patrol.

Between April and July Amnesty Inter-
National documented 23 “disappearances”
and three extrajudicial executions in the
department of San Martin, most of which
Were attributed to soldiers stationed at the
Mariscal Céceres military base in Tarapoto
City.

Lecturer Hugo Mufioz Sénchez and nine
Students “disappeared” on 18 July after

PERU

reportedly being detained by soldiers on
the army-controlled campus of the Enrique
Guzmdn y Valle Education University on
the outskirts of Lima. The authorities
claimed to have investigated the case and
concluded that the 10 victims had not been
detained. However, their whereabouts
remained unknown.

In May, five police officers were charged
with “violating personal freedom and
abuse of authority” in connection with the
1991 detention and transfer into army
custody of three officials and a peasant
from Chuschi, Ayacucho department (see
Amnesty International Report 1992). How-
ever, the authorities failed to initiate pro-
ceedings against soldiers alleged to have
been responsible for their subsequent “dis-
appearance”.

A judge decided in August to close the
case against four police officers charged
with abuse of authority in connection with
the “disappearance” in 1990 of Ernesto
Castillo Pdez (see Amnesty International
Reports 1991 and 1992). An appeal against
the decision remained pending.

Scores of people were reported to have
been extrajudicially executed by the se-
curity forces. On 8 February, five peas-
ants were killed when police opened fire
on some 200 unarmed peasants as they
marched to a small police station in the
district of Chavin, Huari province, Ancash
department.

On 17 March, three members of the
Alianza Politica Izquierda Unida (UNIR),
Political Alliance of the United Left, were
reportedly extrajudicially executed by
hanging in the presence of witnesses.
According to reports, they were detained
in the village of Para, Lucanas province,
Ayacucho department, by hooded men in
civilian clothing acting under the orders of
the military stationed at the Chavifias mili-
tary base. The victims were apparently
accused of “subversion” and ill-treated
before being killed.

Between August and October at least 19
university students in the city of Huan-
cayo, Junin department, were found dead
in circumstances suggesting they had been
extrajudicially executed. A further seven
students were reported to have “disap-
peared” during this period. All had
allegedly been detained by the security
forces in or near the city. In October the
Attorney General appointed an ad hoc
prosecutor to investigate the “disappear-
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ances” and the circumstances and manner
in which eight of the students had died.

With few exceptions, the courts failed
to bring to justice those responsible for
human rights violations. In February a
civilian court contested the jurisdiction of
the military justice system over the trial of
soldiers accused of murdering 14 peasants
from the community of Santa Bérbara,
Huancavelica department, in 1991 (see
Amnesty International Report 1992). A
decision on jurisdiction by the Supreme
Court remained pending.

In March it was reported that a military
tribunal had sentenced an officer to six
years’ imprisonment for the death of 30
of the 69 peasants killed in Accomarca,
Ayacucho department, in 1985 (see
Amnesty International Reports 1986 and
1990). The officer was said to have been
conditionally freed pending an appeal
against conviction. In September a sergeant
accused of the massacre of 18 peasants
from San Pedro de Cachi, Ayacucho
department, was reportedly absolved by
the Supreme Council of Military Justice of
responsibility for the killings (see Amnesty
International Reports 1991 and 1992). In
December the Army Command published a
communique claiming that a document
publicly circulated by former vice-presi-
dent Madximo San Romdn was forged: the
document stated that soldiers had carried
out the massacre of 16 people in Lima in
1991 (see Amnesty International Report
1992). However, Si, a national magazine,
subsequently published the testimony of
an officer attached to the Army Intelligence
Service confirming the army’s involvement
in the killings.

Torture and ill-treatment were fre-
quently reported. In April, 15-year-old
Olivia Pérez, who was seven months preg-
nant, was reportedly beaten by soldiers
stationed at the Mariscal Caceres military
base in San Martin department. She subse-
quently lost her baby. In November mem-
bers of the Lima Bar Association voted
unanimously to condemn the “proven”
police torture of a pcp leader and lawyer, Dr
Martha Huatay, before her military trial on
treason charges. Relatives and lawyers rep-
resenting four active and retired army
officers detained with 13 others following a
coup attempt on 13 November against Pres-
ident Fujimori's emergency government
claimed that the four had been tortured
while in the custody of the army.

The systematic ill-treatment of hun-
dreds of political detainees was reported
from several prisons. In May, after the
authorities regained control of two wings

- of the Castro Castro Prison, hundreds of

men and women were transferred to other
prisons and some 300 men kept in Castro
Castro Prison. These and the transferred
prisoners alleged that they were subse-
quently denied adequate clothing, food and
medical attention. Those held in Castro
Castro Prison also alleged that they were
kept lying down in the prison yard for
nearly two weeks and that many of them
were severely beaten by armed guards on
22 May.

The procedures under which members
of armed opposition groups were tried for
treason by secret military tribunals fell
short of international fair trial standards.
Some 70 alleged pcP and MRTA activists,
many of them leading members, were
reported to have been sentenced to life
imprisonment by such tribunals.

The authorities incarcerated two prison-
ers of conscience on false terrorism-related
charges. In March Michael Soto Rodriguez,
a medical student, was detained and
charged with being a member of Socorro
Popular, a welfare organization attached to
the pcP. Amnesty International believes he
was detained solely for giving medical
attention to an alleged pcP member wound-
ed in an armed confrontation with the
police. In September Ayacucho-based jour-
nalist Magno Sosa was detained by the
police and charged with having links to the
pcP. Amnesty International believes Magno
Sosa was detained for no other reason than
his newspaper articles drawing attention to
human rights violations by the security
forces (see Amnesty International Report
1992). At least 16 other people were
imprisoned during the year who appeared
to be possible prisoners of conscience.

The pcp carried out scores of deliberate
and arbitrary executions of civilians. Many
of those killed had been previously tor-
tured. Among the unarmed civilians killed
were members of local authorities, aid
workers, community leaders, peasants and
town dwellers. On 15 February Maria
Elena Moyano, a deputy mayor, was
gunned down by members of the pcp and
her body dynamited in Villa El Salvador, a
Lima shanty town. Men, women and chil-
dren were killed by pcp car bomb attacks on
civilian targets in Lima. For instance, 25




People were killed in separate attacks on
the headquarters of a television station and
a residential street in June and July respec-
tively. On the night of 10 October a pcp unit
attacked the community of Huayllao,
Ayacucho department, and massacred 47
peasants, including 14 children aged four
to 15. The community had reportedly
established a civil defence patrol but was
said to have been armed with no more than
five shotguns. On 18 December Pedro
Huillca, Secretary General of the Confed-
eracion General de Trabajadores del Peru,
General Confederation of Workers of Peru,
was shot dead in Lima. E! Diario, a clan-
destine newspaper sympathetic to the pce,
claimed the pcp had carried out the killing,

Amnesty International condemned such
arbitrary and deliberate killings by the pcp
In numerous publications, letters to the
Peruvian authorities and in statements to
the Peruvian press and on radio stations.

Amnesty  International  repeatedly
appealed to the government to thoroughly
and impartially investigate cases of “disap-
Pearance”, extrajudicial execution, and tor-
ture and ill-treatment, and to bring the
perpetrators to justice. The authorities re-
plied on several cases, in most denying the
allegations, but failed to investigate thor-
Oughly thousands of past human rights vio-
lations or bring the perpetrators to justice.

In April Amnesty International ex-
Pressed its deep concern to the President at
measures taken by his emergency govern-
ment which seriously undermined the pro-
tection of human rights. The organization
called for the unconditional release of pris-
oners of conscience and investigated the
Cases of possible prisoners of conscience.

In May Amnesty International wrote to
the President requesting a full and impar-
h.al inquiry into the deaths of pcp prisoners
killed in Castro Castro Prison. The govern-
ment replied that it had made public a
complete list of the prisoners killed, and of
those transferred to hospitals and other
prisons. However, the government failed to
initiate a full and independent inquiry into
the killings and to supply information
Amnesty International had requested on
the fate of up to 130 pcp prisoners appar-
ently unaccounted for after the operation.

. In October Amnesty International pub-
lished Human rights violations against
the indigenous peoples of the Americas,
Which included concerns in Peru.

In October Amnesty International urged

PERU/PHILIPPINES

the President to ensure that the trial of pcp
leader Abimael Guzmén would be con-
ducted according to standards enshrined in
international human rights law. In Novem-
ber the organization urged the President
not to extend the death penalty, but to
abolish it for all crimes. Also in November
the organization publicly appealed to the
government requesting guarantees for the
physical safety of army officers detained
after the coup attempt. In December
Amnesty International stated publicly that
it was concerned that procedures for the
trials of alleged members of armed oppo-
sition groups fell short of international
standards.

Amnesty International included refer-
ence to its concerns in Peru in oral state-
ments to the United Nations (UN) Commis-
sion on Human Rights in February; to the
UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis-
crimination and Protection of Minorities in
August; and to the Sub-Commission’s
Working Group on Indigenous Populations
in July. In April Amnesty International
submitted information about its concerns
in Peru for UN review under a procedure,
established by Economic and Social Coun-
cil Resolutions 728r/1503, for confidential
consideration of communications about
human rights violations.

PHILIPPINES

Scores of people were believed to have
been extrajudicially executed and at least
16 people reportedly “disappeared” in
police or military custody. At least 11
prisoners of conscience remained in
detention throughout the year and poss-
ible prisoners of conscience were among
around 475 other political prisoners.
Some political detainees were reportedly
tortured or ill-treated. Legislation propos-
ing the restoration of the death penalty
was debated by Congress but no vote was
taken before the end of the year.

The government continued to face
armed opposition from the New People’s
Army (NPA), the armed wing of the Com-
munist Party of the Philippines (cpp); the
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF); and
other groups seeking independence for pre-
dominantly Muslim areas of Mindanao.
The authorities publicly accused members
of lawful political and social organizations
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of being members of armed opposition
groups and labelled their organizations as
“fronts” for the cPp/NPA. Armed opposition
groups, particularly the NPA, committed
abuses, including arbitrary killings, torture
and hostage-taking.

Fidel Ramos, a former Secretary of
National Defense, was elected President in
May general elections. He announced plans
to restore political stability and introduced
a series of peace initiatives. In August the
new government issued guidelines for the
bail, release or pardon of people detained
or convicted on political charges. A num-
ber of high-ranking members of the cpp
were temporarily released from prison.
One alleged Npa leader, Rodolfo Salas, was
granted an absolute pardon by the Presi-
dent in September. The offences covered
by the guidelines included rebellion and
illegal possession of firearms in furtherance
of rebellion. In September the government
repealed the Anti-Subversion Law (Repub-
lic Act 1700) which had outlawed the cpp,
and in December the President announced
that political suspects charged with com-
mon crimes would qualify for the amnesty.
The government claimed that 349 sus-
pected cpp/NPA members had been re-
leased by the end of December. However,
independent human rights groups claimed
that only 237 had been freed, the majority
after dismissal of their cases or the granting
of bail. Scores of military officers, who
had been jailed for involvement in coup
attempts against the previous government,
were also provisionally released.

In September government representa-
tives and leaders of the National Democrat-
ic Front (NDF), the umbrella political
organization which includes the cpp,
signed a declaration calling for a negotiated

political settlement of the armed conflict.
The same month rebel military officers
agreed to participate in separate peace
negotiations with the government. In Octo-
ber the MNLF indicated that it was open to
negotiations if these were based on the
1976 Tripoli Agreement, which granted
full autonomy to 13 Muslim provinces in
Mindanao.

The Citizen Armed Force Geographical
Unit (caFcu) as well as unofficial vigilante
groups engaged in counter-insurgency
operations with the support or acquies-
cence of security forces. Despite consider-
able evidence of cafFGu involvement in
human rights violations, a leading military
official said in August that military training
of caAFGU members had “corrected” this
problem and the government proposed a
substantial budgetary increase for the
CAFGU in 1993.

Effective investigation of alleged human
rights violations and related prosecutions
continued to be obstructed by the security
forces. Obstuction included intimidating
judges, lawyers, witnesses and com-
plainants; and refusing access to informa-
tion, personnel or military premises.
Investigations by the official Commission
on Human Rights (cHR) continued to be
impeded by cumbersome, lengthy proce-
dures and by the cHr practice of placing the
burden of proof on complainants, despite
the risk of reprisals or the lack of resources
at their disposal. )

At least 60 people were victims of
apparent extrajudicial executions by gov-
ernment and government-backed forces,
many after being publicly accused of sup-
porting the NPA. Those killed were mem-
bers of farmers’ or peasants’ organizations,
church workers, community workers, trade
unionists and civilians living in zones of
armed conflict.

In Zamboanga del Sur, human rights
advocate Demetria Pedrano and her 63-
year-old mother, Basilia, were shot and
stabbed to death on 15 February by armed
men believed to be members of a military-
backed vigilante group. Demetria Pedran0
was a church worker who had spoken out
against human rights violations by pro-
government vigilantes. Cosme Remontar, a
farmers’ organization member, was shot
dead on 13 July in Guihulngan, Negros Ori-
ental. According to witnesses, 11 members
of the carcu and the Philippine National |
Police (pNp) arrived at his farm and said '




they were searching for his brother, an
alleged NpA member. The witnesses re-
ported that cAFGu members forced Cosme
Remontar to kneel down before shooting
him, and then hacked his body with a
machete as he lay dying.

The cHR reported in March that an
investigation into the killing of Edilberto
Bensen (see Amnesty International Report
1992) had been suspended and the case
dossier “archived”. Edilberto Bensen, a
trade unionist in Negros Occidental, had
been killed in August 1991 along with his
wife and daughter by armed men believed
to be members of the Philippine Army. The
CHR appeared to have accepted military
claims that Edilberto Bensen was an insur-

ent rebel who had been killed by the Npa.
he cHrR provided no evidence to sub-
stantiate this claim and friends of the vic-
tims maintained that Edilberto Bensen was
not an NPA member and suggested that he
had been killed because he had resisted
military pressure to join a militia group
€ngaged in counter-insurgency activities.

Harassment of human rights advocates
and others critical of government policy
was widespread. Members of farmers’ and
fishermen's organizations were also partic-
ularly vulnerable, as were staff members of
non-governmental organizations. Methods
used included death threats, beatings and
Interrogation by military and military-
backed forces.

Marcelo Fakilang, an outspoken critic of
military human rights violations and an
active member of the Cordillera People’s
Alliance, an organization working in
defence of indigenous people’s rights in
the region, was threatened by a group of
armed soldiers on 26 January at his home
N Mountain Province. The soldiers fired
8uns in the air and reportedly threatened to
blow up his house. The soldiers returned
On 31 January and took Marcelo Fakilang
lo a village centre where he was beaten.
The military had previously accused him
of being a communist sympathizer and
had alleged that he received a monthly
allowance from the underground NDF, an
allegation he vigorously denied.

At least 16 people reportedly “disap-
Peared” after abduction or arrest by gov-
€nment or government-backed security
forces. Domingo Limbangan, the vice-

Chail‘man of an indigenous people’s asso-
Clation, and Ernesto Kalan, a community
health worker, “disappeared” after arrest

PHILIPPINES

on 4 August. They were reportedly woken
at 6am by members of the 3rd Infantry Bat-
talion of the Philippine Army, beaten
and then questioned about their alleged
involvement with the NpA for three hours
before being taken to a local police station.
Community workers were told at the police
station that both men had been released at
2pm the same day, but neither was seen
again.

Three people who reportedly “disap-
peared” during 1991 were found dead in
early 1992. The bodies of Norberto Melanes
and Julian Lingbawan were recovered from
a pit in Tabuk, Kalinga-Apayao on 2 Janu-
ary. Both had been arrested by cAFGu mem-
bers on 26 December 1991. In February
relatives of Jerry Sabal, who “disappeared”
in November 1991, were informed that his
body had been found buried near the place
where he was arrested.

At least 11 prisoners of conscience
remained in prison in Cebu City. A twelfth,
Rogelio Cinco, was released in July after
serving more than four years in prison. The
12 were among a group of 25 farmers from
Leyte who had been charged with rebellion
in 1988 (see Amnesty International Reports
1989, 1991 and 1992). Despite a number of
court hearings, no final verdict had been
reached by the end of the year.

Over 100 people were arrested for sus-
pected political offences, the majority
under provisions of a July 1990 Supreme
Court decision authorizing the arrest with-
out warrant of suspects in crimes of
rebellion or subversion (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1991). Most were released
after brief periods in detention. About 475
suspected and convicted NPA members
remained in detention, among them possi-
ble prisoners of conscience. Most were
accused of supporting the armed opposi-
tion and charged with illegal possession of
firearms in furtherance of rebellion, or
other criminal offences.

There were continued reports of torture
or ill-treatment of political detainees. Pag-
nas Marcos, a farmer from Dupax del
Norte, Nueva Vizcaya, reportedly died after
being arrested and tortured by military per-
sonnel. According to reports, he and some
friends were abducted by soldiers on 15
April and taken to a military detachment in
Oyao district. They were accused of being
NPA members and beaten severely. All were
later released and Pagnas Marcos was
taken, unconscious, to the local hospital
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where he died on 18 April. Military officers
reportedly persuaded his relatives not to
file formal charges against them and in
May paid compensation to the family.

In July President Ramos called for the
restoration of the death penalty. Several
bills introducing the death penalty for
“heinous crimes” such as murder, rape and
drug-trafficking were filed in Congress.
However, no vote had been taken by the
end of the year.

Deliberate and arbitrary killings by the
NPA continued to be reported. In March NPA
members claimed responsibility for the kill-
ing of Eddie Villegas, a member of a vigil-
ante group facing murder charges for the
extrajudicial execution of Father Narciso
Pico in 1991 (see Amnesty International
Report 1992). In Cagayan, NPA members
also claimed responsibility for the April
killing of Leonardo Mamba, a congress-
ional candidate in the general elections.

Military officials alleged that NPA mem-
bers had tortured wounded soldiers after
an ambush in Marihatag, Surigao del Sur,
in February. An investigation team, com-
posed of Department of Justice officials,
members of the cHR and non-governmental
human rights groups, concluded that the
majority of the 38 soldiers killed had died
of gunshot wounds. Exhumations revealed,
however, that two of the soldiers had been
shot and stabbed repeatedly, indicating
that they had been killed after capture and
that torture may have occurred.

Several people, including government
officials and civilians, were reportedly
taken hostage by the NPA and some
hostages were released after negotiations
with local authorities.

In Zamboanga, Mindanao, Muslim
opposition groups were believed to have
been responsible for the August bombing of
a Roman Catholic shrine, which killed four
people, and for shooting dead a Christian
broadcaster and two others in September.

Throughout the year Amnesty Inter-
national appealed to the government to
conduct independent and impartial inves-
tigations of all reported extrajudicial execu-
tions and “disappearances” and called for
those responsible to be brought to justice. It
called for the release of all prisoners of
conscience and for all other political pris-
oners to be given fair trials or released. It
urged the government to dismantle militia
forces, prohibit the use of vigilante groups
in counter-insurgency operations and stop

the practice of political labelling of real or
suspected political opponents. It appealed
to the government and members of Con-
gress not to reinstate the death penalty.
‘Amnesty International appealed to the NPA
to cease the deliberate and arbitrary
killings of non-combatants and to respect
the principles of international humani-
tarian law.

An Amnesty International report,
Philippines: The Killing Goes On, was pub-
lished in February. It described a pattern
of extrajudicial execution and provided
details of 85 people believed to have been
killed by government or government-
backed forces between 1988 and 1992. The
report also described a number of arbitrary
killings apparently committed by NPA
members. An international campaign was
launched simultaneously to draw attention
to the killings. During the same month an
Amnesty International delegation visited
the Philippines and met the Minister of
Justice and other government officials. In
May the Presidential Human Rights Com-
mittee, presided over by the Department of
Justice, emphasized the positive aspects of
government human rights initiatives but
acknowledged continuing violations. In 2
June response to Amnesty International.
the Department of Labor and Employment
(DoLE) referred to government and military
failure to provide accurate, timely informa-
tion about reported human rights viola-
tions. The DOLE report also noted that
judicial proceedings in human rights cases
were subject to long delays and that con-
victions were rarely obtained.

In an oral statement to the United
Nations (UN) Commission on Human Rights
in February, Amnesty International includ-
ed reference to abuses of human rights:
including hostage-taking, by armed oppos!”
tion groups in the Philippines. In August
Amnesty International expressed concern
about the extrajudicial execution by the
security forces of members of tribal com-
munities in an oral statement to the UN
Sub-Commission ~Working Group ©On
Indigenous Populations.

In February Amnesty International
wrote to the NDF to request information
about arbitrary killings allegedly commit-
ted by NpA members. In a reply, the NDF
expressed its determination to protect
human rights and stated that Npa combat®
ants are required to study the principles of |
international humanitarian law.
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A conscientious objector to military ser-
vice who began serving a prison sentence
in July was considered a prisoner of con-
Science. Two people were sentenced to
death.

The lower house of parliament, the
Sejm, adopted constitutional amendments
In QOctober. These gave the President a
Breater role in forming a government but
Testricted the President's authority to dis-
miss it. The amendments also empowered
the government to make economic policy
decisions by decree. The amendments
Came into force in November after Pres-
Ident Lech Walesa signed them.

Roman Gatuszka, a Roman Catholic con-
Scientious objector to military service,
Degan serving an 18-month prison sentence
In July. His application to serve alternative
Civilian service was rejected on the
grounds that the Roman Catholic Church
does not support conscientious objection to
Military service. In September the Military
Chamber of the Supreme Court rejected
an extraordinary appeal filed on Roman
Gatuszka's behalf by the Minister of Justice.

One person was sentenced to death for
murder in March and another in Novem-
er. During the year information came to
light concerning a death sentence passed in
December 1991 for murder and rape and
death sentences passed on four people dur-
Ing 1989. All these people were still on
death row at the end of the year.

Amnesty International called for the
Pglease of Roman Gatuszka. The organiza-
Flpn continued to call on the Polish author-
lties to commute all death sentences and to
abolish the death penalty.

.

POLAND/PORTUGAL

PORTUGAL

There were allegations of torture and ill-
treatment by police and prison officers.
Judicial and administrative inquiries into
these allegations were frequently slow
and inconclusive.

Allegations of ill-treatment were made
by criminal suspects and by people who
were subsequently released without
charge. They cited prison officers, officers
in all branches of the police and in
the Guarda Nacional Republicana (GNR),
Republican National Guard. Some of the
allegations referred to incidents in previ-
ous years.

José Paulo Ferreira Portugal was arrest-
ed by GNR officers on a street near Almada
in August 1991. He had queried the action
of a GNR officer who had fined him for a
traffic offence. He claimed that approxi-
mately nine officers seized him, threw him
head first against their jeep and assaulted
him before taking him to their station and
beating him once again. He was then taken
in handcuffs to a hospital where a
certificate was issued describing injuries
to his head, jaw, eyes and back. He was
subsequently charged with disobeying GNR
orders and assaulting an officer. He made a
formal complaint against the officers.

In December 1991 an officer of the Poli-
cia de Seguranga Publica (psp), Public
Security Police, in Setibal stopped Alexan-
dre Luis Marques Pires Gravanita, a Por-
tuguese citizen born in Angola, and asked
for his identity card. After examining the
card, the officer ordered Luis Gravanita to
accompany him to the police station where
the officer allegedly kicked him, punched
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him, and racially abused him. Eventually,
details of his identity were taken and he
was released without charge. He subse-
quently received hospital treatment for
general cuts and bruising, especially to his
face and right eye. He made a formal coin-
plaint against the officer.

Orlando Correia, a French citizen of
Portuguese parentage, was arrested and
imprisoned in September. On 9 September
officers of the Policia Judicidria (p)), Judi-
ciary Police, went to Guarda Prison to take
a statement from him but he refused to
comply unless his lawyer and an inter-
preter were present, as provided for by law.
The officers then reportedly assaulted him
before witnesses. He was later taken to the
p] offices where he claimed that he was
verbally abused and beaten by Ppj officers;
a pistol was inserted in his mouth and he
was tied, spread-eagled, to a railing. He
was admitted unconscious to Guarda Hos-
pital that afternoon. The hospital recorded
bruising and scratches to his chest and
back but a sworn statement from an eye-
witness reported in the press alleged that
there were noticeable injuries all over his
body, that his lips were black and very
swollen and that he had a large bruise over
his left eye. On 14 September Orlando Cor-
reia made a formal complaint to the Public
Prosecutor accusing the pj officers of beat-
ing him, insulting him and threatening his
life. The officers were reported as saying
that these were self-inflicted injuries. His
lawyer applied to the court on four occa-
sions for a full forensic medical examina-
tion of his client but this was not carried
out until 1 October. A disciplinary investi-
gation was opened into his allegations.

Judicial inquiries, complemented by
internal police and prison inquiries, were
usually opened into allegations of ill-
treatment. However, inquiries opened in
previous years were often excessively long
and inconclusive.

Isidro Albuquerque Rodrigues made a
formal complaint in October 1990 alleging
that pj officers had beaten him, whipped
him with a metal hose-pipe and forced a
bottle into his anus (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1992). Over two years later he
had received no news regarding the inquiry
into his allegations.

An inquiry into the alleged ill-treatment
by the psp in Sintra in July 1991 of Pedro
Mariz Pires Neves Martins had not con-
cluded by the end of the year (see Amnesty

International Report 1992).

There were also long delays in inquiries
conducted by Military Tribunals. Domin-
gos do Couto died in hospital in Chaves in

-August 1984. Four days earlier he had been

arrested following an altercation with a GNR
officer. He alleged that he was kicked,
punched and beaten with truncheons in
custody. The autopsy showed he had four
fractured ribs, weals in the heart region
and extensive bruising of the chest, appar-
ently caused by blows from a truncheon. A
complaint made to the Public Prosecutor
by his family was passed to the GNR in
November 1984 for action by the relevant
Military Tribunal. After eight years there
was still no result.

Anténio Rodriguez Louro, a seaman,
alleged that he was severely beaten by non-
commissioned officers with a rubber hose-
pipe in the Naval Prison of Alfeite in April
1991 (see Amnesty International Report
1992). At the end of the year there was
still no news as to whether an inquiry, re-
quested by his father, had ever been
opened by the Naval Tribunal.

In June a court in Oporto convicted a PSP
officer of causing bodily harm to a youth in
October 1990 (see Amnesty International
Reports 1991 and 1992). The youth had
been thrown through a plate-glass door and
required 59 stitches for injuries to his right
arm. The officer was given a suspended
sentence of six months’ imprisonment and
later amnestied. A second officer was
acquitted.

A criminal judicial inquiry was still
open into allegations that prisoners in the
security wing of Linhé Prison had been ill-
treated (see Amnesty International Reports
1990, 1991 and 1992). An internal inquiry
into allegations of ill-treatment made by
prison inmate José Paulo Santos Silva in
September 1991 said that his complaint
was ill-founded (see Amnesty Internationa
Report 1992).

In April the Minister of ‘Justice I‘eplied
to Amnesty International about cases ©
alleged ill-treatment involving P} an
prison officers which the organization had
raised with the authorities in April 1991
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
The Director General of Prison Services
also replied on several occasions giving
information on individual cases.

Amnesty International called on the
authorities to establish serious and prompt
inquiries into allegations of torture and ill-




treatment and asked to be informed about
the progress of such inquiries already
under way.

QATAR

Four advocates of multi-party democracy
were detained for periods of between five
days and three months. All were believed
to be prisoners of conscience.

‘Issa Shahin al-Ghanim and Mohammad
Salih al-Kowari were arrested in July and
held in incommunicado detention, appar-
ently without charge or trial, in Doha
Central Prison. They were released in Sept-
ember and October respectively. They were
among a group of 53 people who had
signed a petition to the Amir of Qatar, al-
Shaikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad Al-Thani, in
late December 1991 seeking free parliamen-
tary elections, a written constitution and
the expansion of personal and political
freedoms. Two other signatories were also
held: ‘Abd al-Latif Mohammad al-Nu‘aymi,
an official in the Ministry of Oil and
Finance, was detained for five days in
March; and Rashed Lamloum al-Musaifri
Was detained for 14 days in April.

Prior to their arrest in July, Mohammad
Salih al-Kowari and ‘Issa Shahin al-
Ghanim were reportedly prevented from
leaving the country and had their passports
Confiscated in May. They were arrested
after sending a petition of protest to the
authorities. Both had also reportedly
Tefused to withdraw their signature from
the December 1991 petition.

Amnesty International expressed con-
ern about the arrests to the Amir of Qatar
and called for the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of the prisoners of con-
Science.

PORTUGAL/QATAR/ROMANIA

ROMANIA

Soldiers from a military police unit al-
legedly tortured and otherwise ill-treated
members of the Roma community. There
were also allegations of torture and ill-
treatment by the police. The authorities
failed to clarify a “disappearance” case.
There was no apparent progress in the
investigation into the killing of two dem-
onstrators in September 1991.

In June a parliamentary commission of
inquiry set up to investigate anti-govern-
ment protests in September 1991 in
Bucharest published its report (see
Amnesty International Report 1992). It
held the leaders of the Jiu Valley Miners’
Free Trade Unions responsible for starting
the events which led to violent clashes
with the police authorities, during which
at least four people died. Three members of
the commission, representing the opposi-
tion parties, voiced a dissenting opinion.

After a new electoral law was adopted
in July, presidential and parliamentary
elections were held in September and
October. President Ion Iliescu was re-
elected and the Democratic National Salva-
tion Front formed a minority government.

In July soldiers of a military police unit
allegedly tortured and otherwise ill-treated
members of the Roma community in Piata
Rahova, in Bucharest, the capital. Follow-
ing a dispute between a Rom and a soldier
based in Rahova, 40 to 50 soldiers report-
edly went to the market in this predomi-
nantly Roma suburb of Bucharest. They
wore black masks and were armed with
truncheons, nunchakus (weapons used in
martial arts), chair legs and pick-axes and
reportedly indiscriminately attacked Roma
people. Mircea Gheorghe was allegedly hit
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with a stick on the head which made him
lose consciousness. The soldiers continued
to beat him despite bleeding from his head.
Ion Constantin was hit with a rubber trun-
cheon on the head and the back of the
neck. Anigeara Duman and her child were
beaten. According to one report, 13 people
were injured in this apparently unpro-
voked attack.

There were also allegations of torture
and ill-treatment by the police. For exam-
ple, in May a civilian and two police
officers broke into the home of Béla Tanké
and allegedly beat him until he fell to the
floor unconscious. Also in the house at the
time was Filip Péra, whom the police
reportedly beat after beating Béla Tanké.

In June Alexandru Tatulea was stopped
near a Metro station in Bucharest by a
police officer and a soldier. Alexandru Tat-
ulea could not show them his identity card
and was reportedly beaten by the police
officer. When, as a result, Alexandru Tat-
ulea fell to the ground the police officer
took out a pistol and pointed it at his tem-
ple. Alexandru Tatulea moved his head
and the police officer fired at point-blank
range; the bullet entered beneath his left
eye and exited behind his right ear. He sur-
vived the shooting but suffered paralysis of
the left side of his face, a permanent dis-
ability with grave neurological complica-
tions. In October the police officer
responsible went, together with four fellow
officers, to Alexandru Tatulea’s home and
threatened him with bodily harm if he did
not withdraw all accusations.

The whereabouts of Viorel Horia, a
school pupil who was reportedly arrested
and tortured following demonstrations in
June 1990 in Bucharest, remained unknown
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
Natalia Horia, Viorel’s mother, reportedly
came under pressure from police and other
authorities while attempting to gain more
information on the “disappearance” of her
son. On one occasion, she was told in the
Bucharest Police Department that Viorel
had died on 15 October 1990 in Busteni,
but that the body had already been buried.
Her request to bring in an independent
forensic expert to identify Viorel was
rejected and this “discovery” was not men-
tioned again. During a meeting with an
official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
June 1991 it was suggested that she was
damaging the international reputation of
Romania by maintaining contacts with

international human rights organizations.
In the Bucharest Police Department, in
February 1992, she was told by the officer
who interviewed her that “if Viorel is not

“abroad and if he is not in a hospital with

amnesia then maybe you have conspired in
his disappearance”.

No charges were brought in connection
with the killing of Andrei Frumusanu and
Aurica Cr#iniceanu during the demonstra-
tions at Piata Victoriei in September 1991
A witness to the shooting of Andrei
Frumusanu reported seeing a military
officer standing on the central balcony of
the Government Building aiming a hand-
gun at the demonstrators in the square-
Andrei Frumusanu was shot in the chest
with a flare rocket and he died as a result
of internal injuries. At approximately the
same time Aurica Crainiceanu was also
shot in front of the Government Building
She died in the municipal hospital. An
investigation into the deaths of Andre:
Frumusanu and Aurica Crdiniceanu was
initiated. The Military Prosecutor reported-
ly told Andrei Frumusanu’s father that the
identity of the officer who shot Andrei had
been established and that he was of high
military rank.

In July Amnesty International reiterated
its appeal to the authorities to investigate
fully and impartially the “disappearance”
of Viorel Horia and to make public 1tS
findings. The organization also called on
the authorities to ensure that Natalia Horia
and others seeking to clarify the where-
abouts of Viorel Horia were protected from
harassment and intimidation.

In October Amnesty International called
on the government to initiate an indepen
dent, impartial inquiry into the alleged tor
ture and ill-treatment of members of the
Roma community in Piata Rahova, to make
public its findings and to bring to justice al
those found responsible.

Amnesty International also called for
full and impartial investigations into the
deaths of Andrei Frumusanu and Aurica
Criiniceanu. It urged the authorities to
carry out an investigation into the torture
and maiming of Alexandru Tatulea and to
protect him from further harassment and
intimidation.

In August the General Prosecutor
informed Amnesty International that the
police continued to investigate the “disaP"
pearance” of Viorel Horia. No other replies
were received from the authorities.

_



There were at least two prisoners of con-
science, both conscientious objectors to
military service. One possible prisoner of
conscience was acquitted and released. At
least 95 people were sentenced to death,
Sixty death sentences were commuted
and one execution was carried out. There
were reports of inadequate legal protec-
tion for asylum-seekers arriving at
Moscow airport.

Following the break-up of the Soviet
Union, Russia gained international recogni-
tion as an independent state under Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin and took over the seat of
the former ussr at the United Nations.

Work continued throughout the year on
a8 new criminal code, with a draft in Octo-
ber envisaging a reduction in the scope of
the death penalty from 15 peacetime
offences to six, but it had not received par-
liamentary approval by the end of the year.
In February a new law on the Procuracy
Provided for a stay on a death sentence if
the Procurator General or his or her deputy
lodged a protest against it. Previously, a
death sentence, although suspended during
an appeal, could legally be carried out

fore a judicial review of a protested sen-
tence had been carried out. In May legal
changes granted suspects the right to con-
tact a lawyer from the moment they are
detained, arrested or charged, a provision
made under USSR law in 1989, and for the
first time granted a person subject to arrest
the right to challenge the legality of his or
her detention before a court.

No legal provisions for a civilian alter-
Native to military service had been intro-
duced by the end of the year. At least two
People, both Jehovah’s Witnesses, served
Sentences for refusing their call-up papers.

mitry Sokolov, sentenced to two years’
COmpulsory labour in May 1991, was
8ranted conditional early release in June
1992, He had previously been imprisoned

RUSSIA

between 1988 and 1990 on the same
charge. Each time his refusal had been
because his religious beliefs forbade him to
bear arms for a secular power or swear an
oath of military allegiance. Oleg Lepin, also
sentenced in 1991, ended his two-year
term of compulsory labour in March.

Vladimir Mironov, a possible prisoner
of conscience who had been sentenced to
three years’ imprisonment by a Moscow
court in May 1991 for his homosexual
activity (see Amnesty International Report
1992), had his sentence quashed on appeal
in March. He had been sentenced under
Article 121 of the criminal code, which
punishes sodomy between adult males
even if consensual, but a reinvestigation of
his case found that his acts did not consti-
tute sodomy. According to official statis-
tics, 10 people were sentenced under this
article in the first six months of the year,
but stigmatization of offenders continued
to make it difficult to obtain details on
individuals or the circumstances in which
the acts took place.

In May the Clemency Commission
released death penalty statistics for 1991,
reporting that 144 people had been sen-
tenced to death. Of these 37 had their
sentences commuted, 37 were granted
clemency and 70 were executed. At that
time the commission, which reviews all
death sentences, had 308 such cases pend-
ing before it. In September the Ministry of
Justice announced that 95 sentences had
been passed in the first six months of 1992:
one for an attempt on the life of a militia-
man and the rest for premeditated, aggra-
vated murder. According to the Clemency
Commission, 60 death sentences were com-
muted during the year and one person was
executed. A parliamentary proposal to in-
clude commutation of all pending death
sentences in an amnesty in June was voted
down.

Reports were received that Iraqi and
Somali asylum-seekers who arrived at
Moscow airport were not granted effective
protection against being forcibly returned
to their countries of origin. For example,
Nabil Ali Hussain, an Iraqi, arrived in
Moscow on 3 April after leaving Iraq with-
out official authorization. He was detained
at Moscow airport on 10 July as he tried to
board a plane to the United Kingdom. Two
other Iraqis, Samiya al-Khudri and her hus-
band, Hasan, arrived in Moscow on 21
September from Jordan but were refused
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entry. They returned to Jordan where they
were also refused entry and were sent back
on 2 October to Moscow, where they were
detained. All three had connections with
the Iraqi opposition and risked falling vic-
tim to human rights violations if returned
to Iraq. They were believed to be still held
at the airport at the end of the year.
Amnesty International called on the
government to release all people impris-
oned for their conscientious objection to
compulsory military service, and urged the
introduction of a civilian alternative of
non-punitive length. It also sought from the
authorities further information on possible
prisoners of conscience said to be impris-
oned for consenting homosexual activity
between adults in private, and urged that
the criminal code be amended so that such
acts were no longer punishable.
Throughout the year Amnesty Interna-
tional urged the authorities to commute all
death sentences and to impose a morator-
ium on death sentences and executions
pending the review of the criminal code.
The organization urged that asylum-
seekers at risk of human rights violations

in their own countries, including the three
Iraqis, be granted effective and durable pro-
tection against forcible return.

Several journalists and others were
imprisoned as prisoners of conscience:
most had been released by the end of the
year. Dozens of other political prisoners
arrested in the previous two years were
also released. There were new reports of
torture and ill-treatment of detainees.
Extrajudicial executions by members of
the security forces and armed groups of

civilians who supported them continued
to be reported. Dozens of cases of “disap-
pearance” from previous years remained

unresolved.

In April, after mass opposition dem-
onstrations, Dismas Nsengiyaremye, the
leader of the opposition Mouvement
démocratique  républicain, Republican
Democratic Movement, was appointed as
Prime Minister by President Juvénal Hab-
yarimana. The new Prime Minister estab-
lished a transitional government of
national unity, comprising members of
Rwanda’s five main political parties.
Stanislas Mbonampeka, a lawyer who had
received death threats in early 1991 when
he represented political prisoners, became
the new Minister of Justice, but resigned in
November in protest at what he said was
lack of co-operation by members of the
security forces with his ministry. The Pres-
ident’s Mouvement républicain national
pour la démocratie et le développement
(MRND), Republican National Movement for
Democracy and Development, retained
control of other key ministries.

Armed conflict continued in the north
between government troops, drawn pre-
dominantly from the majority Hutu popu-
lation, and the Front patriotique rwandais
(FPR), Rwandese Patriotic Front, an armed
opposition group dominated by members
of the Tutsi minority. A number of bomb
explosions in the capital, Kigali, and other
parts of the country killed several dozen
people and injured many others, but it was
not clear who was responsible. Nearly 30
civilians were killed and others injured by
mutinous soldiers in the northwestern
towns of Gisenyi and Ruhengeri; it was not
clear whether any action was taken against
the soldiers by the authorities. A new
cease-fire between government and FPR
forces was agreed in July but the state of
siege declared in 1990 remained in force.
Following the cease-fire, the government
handed back 23 captured rebels to the Fpr
and the FPr released 11 captured govern-
ment soldiers. In August a peace accord
was agreed which provided for further
negotiations leading to the formation of an
all-party interim government in which the
FPR would be represented. It provided also
for the integration of Fpr fighters into the
national army, for the country’s judicial
and governmental institutions to be over-
hauled, and for the creation of a watchdog
body to monitor human rights violations.




An agreement between the government and
the FeR over the composition of an interim
government and legislative body was con-
cluded in December, but it was rejected by
the mMrND.

In February the government announced
an amnesty for all those accused of politi-
cal offences, which led to the release of 20
Political prisoners and dozens of untried
detainees. In September the government
said that it would allow an international
commission of inquiry to investigate
human rights violations which occurred
after an FPrR attack in October 1990 (see
Amnesty International Report 1991); this
was due to take place in January 1993. The
Violations were believed to have included
the extrajudicial execution of more than
1,000 Tutsi by government forces and
armed civilians supporting them. The gov-
ernment also announced that there had

€en judicial investigations into mass
killings committed since October 1990 by
Members of the security forces and groups
of armed Hutu civilians.

_ Several journalists arrested after the mil-
tary authorities issued a communique crit-
Icizing Rwanda’s press in December 1991
Were still held at the beginning of 1992.
Most were released untried, but Jean-Pierre
Mugabe, editor-in-chief of Le Tribun du
Peuple newspaper, was sentenced in Feb-
Tuary to four years’ imprisonment by the
High Court in Kigali. A prisoner of con-
Science, he was found guilty of publish-
Ing articles and cartoons which insulted
the head of state. He was provisionally
Teleased in April pending an appeal hear-
Ing which had not taken place by the end
of the year.

Two other independent newspaper jour-
Nalists, André Kameya, editor-in-chief of
Rwanda Rushya, and Théoneste Muberant-
wari, editor-in-chief of Nyabarongo, were
arrested in February and accused of defam-
Ing the head of state. They also were provi-
Slonally released in April and had not been
tried by the end of the year. Several jour-
nalists, one of whom remained in custody
untried at the end of the year, were
detained between September and Novem-
ber on charges of insulting the head of
State. Janvier Africa of Umurava newspaper
was arrested in September after he wrote
an article which claimed that death squads
Were responsible for assassinations. He was
Still held at the end of 1992. Two of his col-
€agues were detained for five days in

RWANDA

October. Hassan Ngeze, editor of Kangura
newspaper, was detained in November in
connection with an article he published in
mid-1992 accusing the Burundi authorities
of perpetrating human rights violations
against the Hutu in Burundi. He was
released in November after reportedly
being charged with insulting a foreign head
of state. Another journalist and former pris-
oner of conscience, Vincent Rwabukwisi,
editor of Kanguka newspaper, was due to
be tried on state security charges (see
Amnesty International Report 1992). How-
ever, the charges against him were appar-
ently dropped as a result of the February
amnesty.

Fidéle Kanyabugoyi, a Ministry of Pub-
lic Works employee and member of a hu-
man rights group known as KANYARWANDA,
was arrested in March. He had signed a
statement on behalf of kANYARWANDA
protesting against killings of Tutsi in
Kanzenze district, south of Kigali, and had
been compiling information about killings
of members of the Bagogwe, a Tutsi clan, in
1991 (see Amnesty International Report
1992). A prisoner of conscience, he was
charged with endangering the security of
the state but was provisionally released in
early April with restrictions placed on his
movements. He was again interrogated in
August but had not been tried by the end of
the year. In August his wife and several
other people were injured when his home
was attacked by a group of armed men, one
of whom was in military uniform.

At least two detainees who appeared to
be prisoners of conscience were among
nine Tutsi still held at the beginning of the
year, apparently without charge or trial.
They had been arrested in October 1991 in
Kanzenze district by order of local officials,
and were reportedly severely beaten at the
time of their arrest. The authorities stated
in December 1991 that Gisagara and
Mushimire had been arrested for defaming
the head of state. At the end of 1992 it was
unclear whether they were still held.

There were new arrests of Tutsi sus-
pected of supporting the FPrR. They in-
cluded Shabani Gasigwa and Evariste Sissi,
a well-known businessman, who were
arrested with six others during June: all
eight were held without charge or trial for
about three weeks during which they were
beaten in a gendarmerie interrogation cen-
tre in Kigali. Evariste Sissi had previously
been detained uncharged from October
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1990 to early 1991. Shabani Gasigwa
alleged that he had been beaten in deten-
tion to force him to make a false statement
implicating Evariste Sissi. A third man,
Ali Hitimana, reportedly needed intensive
hospital treatment as a result of injuries
sustained during interrogation.

At least 20 political prisoners who were
serving sentences imposed after unfair
trials in 1991 (see Amnesty International
Report 1992) were released in the February
amnesty together with untried political
detainees. The 20 included Donatien Ruge-
ma and Charles Mukuralinda, who had
been tortured under interrogation in 1990
and sentenced to death in early 1991.

There were new reports of extrajudicial
executions by the security forces and
armed groups of civilians who supported
them. The latter reportedly included sup-
porters of the MRND and a Hutu-based polit-
ical party, the Coalition pour la défense de
la République, Coalition for the Defence of
the Republic. The victims were virtually all
Tutsi who belonged to political parties
which advocated negotiations between the
government and the FPR. At least 150 Tutsi
were reported to have been killed and
many others injured by pro-government
groups of armed Hutu in early March in
Kanzenze district and surrounding areas.
Among those killed was Antonia Locatelli,
an Italian missionary, who was shot dead
by a soldier on 9 March at Nyamata Roman
Catholic church while trying to protect
some Tutsi villagers. The authorities
acknowledged that the missionary had
been killed by a soldier but said she had
been killed by mistake during a search for
armed men and apparently took no action
against the perpetrator. Nor was any offi-
cial inquiry initiated into the other killings,
although dozens of Hutu suspected of
attacks on Tutsi were arrested.

The authorities failed to clarify the fate
of dozens of people who “disappeared”
from custody in previous years. They
included eight Tutsi arrested in Kanzenze
district in October 1991 (see Amnesty
International Report 1992).

The FPr was also reportedly responsible
for gross human rights abuses, including
deliberate and arbitrary killings of civil-
ians, particularly civilians displaced by the
fighting. In February Fpr fighters reportedly
killed an 87-year-old French nun and some
eight other civilians during an attack on a
Roman Catholic convent and a health

centre in Rushaki district. The Fpr also

shelled camps of displaced civilians.
Amnesty International appealed for the

release of prisoners of conscience and for

‘the fair trial or release of other political

prisoners. It continued to press for infor-
mation about the fate of prisoners who
“disappeared” between 1990 and 1992, for
impartial investigations into alleged extra-
judicial executions and other human rights
violations and for the introduction of safe-
guards to prevent their recurrence. It wel-
comed the government’s decision to set up
an international commission of inquiry to
investigate the violations.

In May Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Rwanda: Persecution o,
Tutsi minority and repression of govern-
ment critics, 1990 to 1992, and appealed t0
the new government of national unity to
end the widespread persecution of the
Tutsi. It welcomed the releases of political
prisoners in February, but was concerned
that those responsible for human rights
violations continued to be able to act with
impunity. Amnesty International urged the
new government to take positive steps tO
prevent further human rights violations.

In an oral statement to the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights in
February, Amnesty International included
reference to its concerns about human
rights violations during internal armed
conflict in Rwanda.

ST CHRISTOPHER
AND NEVIS
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Two prisoners scheduled to be hanged in
what would have been the first executions
since 1985 were granted stays of execu-
tion.

Two men sentenced to death in 1991 for



murder were scheduled to be executed on
7 February. The day before, on 6 February,
Bernard Richards and Ronald Browne were
Eranted stays of execution. An appeal had
een lodged against the dismissal of a con-
stitutional motion that their rights under
Article 7 of the Constitution (forbidding
torture or inhuman or degrading punish-
ment) would be violated if they were exe-
Cuted. The appeal was dismissed by the
Court of Appeal in September. An appeal
lodged in March in the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council (jcpc) in London, the
final court of appeal for St Christopher and
Nevis, was pending a hearing at the end of
the year.

Amnesty International wrote to the Gov-
ernor General, Sir Clement Arrindell, and
the Prime Minister, Dr Kennedy Sim-
monds, in January. It stressed that the
resumption of executions after seven years
would be a retrograde step for human
Tights and urged the government to com-
Mmute all death sentences. It urged the gov-
ernment to provide maximum safeguards
for all prisoners facing possible death sen-
tences. It expressed concern that the two
men had not had the opportunity to submit
their cases to the jcpc. It feared that they may
have been unaware that they could appeal
to the jcpc or that they could request finan-
cial assistance to pursue such an appeal.

Amnesty International welcomed the
Stays of execution and reiterated its call for
the commutation of all death sentences.
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SAUDI ARABIA

Over 50 people, many of them possible
prisoners of conscience, were arrested
and detained briefly for their religious or
Political activities: at least four were still
held at the end of the year. Seventeen gov-
€rnment opponents arrested in previous
Years, including six prisoners of con-
Science, were held without charge or trial
throughout 1992, and at least five others
Continued to serve prison sentences
Imposed after unfair trials. New reports
of torture were received and at least
three detainees died allegedly as a result
f’f torture or ill-treatment. Judicial pun-
'?llments of flogging and amputation con-
linued to be imposed. Sixty-six people
Were executed.

ST CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS/SAUDI ARABIA

In March King Fahd bin ‘Abdul-‘Aziz
issued decrees as part of his promised
political reforms (see Amnesty Internation-
al Report 1992). One decree established a
60-member Consultative Council, the prin-
cipal functions of which were to be advis-
ory. Its members were to be appointed by
the King, but this had not been done by the
end of the year. Another decree envisaged
the creation of local consultative councils
in the Kingdom’s 14 provinces. The King
stressed that all the proposed changes were
based on Shari‘a (Islamic law as inter-
preted in Saudi Arabia) and that human
rights would be respected.

In September over 100 prominent reli-
gious scholars and university professors
submitted a memorandum to the King en-
titled al-Nasiha (the Advice). The docu-
ment criticized the Kingdom’s foreign and
economic policies as well as the alleged
corruption of members of the royal family.
It called for press freedom and meaningful
political reforms. Several of the signatories
were later prevented from travelling abroad
by the authorities.

In January over 30 suspected opponents
of the government, including possible pris-
oners of conscience, were arrested, prin-
cipally in Riyadh and Qaseem. All were
Sunni Muslims and suspected followers of
Salafiyya, a fundamentalist Sunni Muslim
doctrine. Among them was Ahmad al-
‘Abdani, a Mu’athin (caller to prayers in a
mosque) from Riyadh. Most were released
uncharged after being held for questioning
for several days, but it was still not clear at
the end of the year whether they had all
been freed.

Between January and October, at least
six other suspected opponents of the gov-
ernment, including possible prisoners of
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conscience, were arrested in al-Qatif and
other cities in Eastern Province. All were
Shi‘a Muslims suspected of being support-
ers of the Organization of Islamic Revolu-
tion in the Arabian Peninsula (oIRAP).
Three were released uncharged, but the
others remained in detention, apparently
without charge or trial, at the end of the
year. Among those still held were Abdul-
Khaliq al-Janbi and Mulla Turki Ahmad al-
Turki, both students at King Abdul-‘Aziz
University in Jeddah. They were arrested
in October following an argument with a
lecturer over texts which they perceived to
be insulting to the Shi‘a faith. They were
believed to be held in al-Mabahith al-
‘Amma Prison in al-Dammam.

In October at least 18 Korean and Indian
Christians were arrested following a raid
on their place of worship in Riyadh by
members of the Committee for the Propaga-
tion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice, an
official body which supervises the obser-
vance of Shari‘a. They were initially held
at Suedi police station but were later trans-
ferred to Malaz prison in Riyadh. Among
them was Sun-Keon Park, a Korean em-
ployee of the Saudi Ministry of Telecom-
munications. It was not clear whether any
of the 18 had been released by the end of
the year.

At least 17 government opponents
arrested in previous years remained in
detention, apparently without charge or
trial. Six were prisoners of conscience: five
students from King Sa‘ud University in
Riyadh arrested in 1989 and one suspected
OIRAP supporter arrested in 1990. Eleven
were alleged supporters of Hizbullah fil
Hijaz, Party of God in Hijaz, arrested in
1988 (see Amnesty International Report
1992).

Four other suspected Hizbullah fil Hijaz
supporters continued to serve prison terms
imposed after unfair trials in late 1989
or early 1990 (see Amnesty International
Reports 1989 to 1992). Zuhair al-Safwani, a
student and freelance journalist arrested in
January 1991 and reportedly sentenced to
four years’ imprisonment and 300 lashes,
also remained in prison.

Muhammad al-Fasi, a Saudi Arabian
businessman, remained in unacknowl-
edged detention at the end of the year. He
had been arrested in Amman, Jordan, by
Jordanian security forces in October 1991,
apparently for speaking in support of Iraq

! during the Gulf War, and was later handed

over to Saudi Arabian authorities (see

Amnesty International Report 1992).
Information was received during 1992

about the release in 1991 of three prisoners

" of conscience, all OIRAP supporters arrested

in 1990 (see Amnesty International Reports
1991 and 1992). At least two other prison-
ers of conscience who had been arrested in
March 1991 were released uncharged in
April 1991 and February 1992. They were
among a group of six Shi‘a Muslims arrest-
ed between January and July 1991. At the
end of the year, confirmation was being
sought of the release of the remaining
members of this group.

New reports of torture and ill-treatment
of detainees were received. Among meth-
ods allegedly used were beatings, includ-
ing falaqga (beatings on the soles of the feet)
and sleep deprivation. Muhammad bin
Fahd al-Mutayr, a bank employee, died in
custody in April, allegedly as a result of
severe beatings. He had been arrested a few
days earlier following a robbery at his
workplace in Riyadh. Zuhair Ibrahim al-
‘Awami, aged 18, died in mid-November:
one week after his arrest. His body alleged-
ly bore marks of severe beatings. ‘Abdullah
‘Abbas, a Ghanaian national, died in King
Fahd Hospital in Jeddah in April several
hours after his transfer from a deportation
centre in the city where he had been
detained for two weeks. Other detainees
held with him at the deportation centre
said that his legs and other parts of his
body were swollen as a result of beatings
by guards and that his urine was blood-
stained. No investigation by the authorities
into his death was known to have taken
place.

New information was received during
the year suggesting that scores of Iraq!
refugees had been tortured or ill-treated
while held in Rafha refugee camp an
Artawiyya camp in 1991. The alleged vic-
tims were people who had fled from Irad
during and after the Gulf War or who had
been captured and held as prisoners ©
war. The torture methods allegedly used
included beatings, public floggings an
rape. Reports of deaths as a result of torturé
were also received. Among the reporté
victims was Muhammad Khidhayer, who
died in Artawiyya in September 1991
shortly after his arrest on suspicion ©
organizing a protest against camp cond!”
tions the previous month. In November |
and December the authorities transferre




inmates from the Artawiyya camp to new
facilities in Rafha, and by the end of the
Year almost all inmates had been trans-
ferred.

Between April and October, eight judi-
cial amputations were carried out in Jed-
dah, Jizan and other cities. Among the
victims were Filipino, Yemeni and Indian
nationals. All had their right hands severed
at the wrist after being convicted of theft.

During the year, 66 men were publicly
executed by beheading. The victims were
Filipino, Pakistani, Saudi Arabian, Sudan-
ese and Yemeni nationals who had been
convicted of murder, drug-trafficking, apos-
tasy, kidnapping and sexual offences.
Among them was Saddiq Malallah, a Saudi
Arabian Shi‘a Muslim who was reportedly
beheaded in September after being convict-
ed of apostasy. However, the details of the
charges against him were unknown.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern to the authorities about the arrests of
Christians and Sunni and Shi‘a Muslims
for the peaceful expression of their relig-
ious beliefs and called for the immediate,
unconditional release of all prisoners of
conscience, including those arrested in
Previous years. Amnesty International also
urged the government to investigate deaths
in custody and all torture allegations, and
reiterated its opposition to the continued
imposition of the death penalty and of the
cruel, inhuman or degrading punishments
of flogging and amputations. No response
was received.

In July Amnesty International again
indicated its wish to send a delegation to
Saudi Arabia to discuss human rights vio-
lations with the government, but without
Tesponse.

|
SENEGAL

Government forces were alleged to have
Committed extrajudicial executions fol-
lowing an upsurge of violence in the
Casamance region. Armed separatists in
the region also reportedly committed seri-
Ous abuses.

There was renewed fighting in
Casamance during the last months of the
Year between government forces and armed
separatists belonging to the Mouvement
des forces démocratiques de Casamance

SAUDI ARABIA/SENEGAL |
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(Mrpc), Democratic Forces of Casamance
Movement.

Fighting broke out after the government
of President Abdou Diouf announced in
September that presidential and parliamen-
tary elections would take place in early
1993 throughout the country, including in
Casamance.

Government forces were alleged to have
beaten and killed civilians and suspected
supporters of the MFDC during counter-
insurgency operations in Casamance but
few details were available. The victims
were said to include villagers in the
Diouloulou area, who were briefly detained
and beaten during army searches in Octo-
ber, and civilians at Bissiné village, five of
whom were reportedly killed when sol-
diers attacked their village in late Sept-
ember or early October. The dead were said
to include two children.

There were also reports of arrests of sus-
pected MFDC supporters but none was
known to have been brought to trial. There
was concern that two suspected MFDC sup-
porters apparently “disappeared” after they
were detained in September. The two, Ibou
Sagna and Famara Bodian, a Gambian
national, were said to have been detained
after an armed clash between government
soldiers and MFDC separatists at Kaguitt. In
other cases, suspected MFDC supporters
were alleged to have been tortured while in
military custody in Casamance. In several
cases detainees reportedly had molten
plastic dripped on to their skin.

Other suspected MFDC supporters were
forcibly returned from Guinea-Bissau in
October and detained. The exact number
was unclear. Some were reported to have
“disappeared” in custody and others to
have been referred to the procuracy, but the
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charges against them were not known.
More than 50 were held in Ziguinchor
prison at the end of the year. More than 10
other suspected MFDC supporters were also
held in Ziguinchor prison, apparently after
being referred to the procuracy. None had
been brought to trial by the end of the year.

The government took no steps to inves-
tigate past human rights violations related
to the Casamance conflict. Despite a state-
ment in October before the un Human
Rights Committee, a body of experts which
monitors implementation of the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, that a law of amnesty was not in-
tended to absolve officials of responsibility
for human rights violations, the authorities
have continued to interpret the amnesty
which it had granted in 1991 (see Amnesty
International Report 1992) as conferring
immunity from prosecution on members of
the security forces and others who in the
past perpetrated human rights violations.

The MFDC was also responsible for seri-
ous abuses, including deliberate killings of
civilians, some of them because of their
ethnic origin. More than 30 civilians,
including children, were reported to have
been deliberately killed by Mroc forces at
Cap Skirring in October and at Pointe
Saint-Georges in November, in some cases
apparently because they came from outside
Casamance. Boubacar Mané, head of the
village of Bissiné, was said to have been
executed by MFDC separatists in September
or October after they accused him of assist-
ing government forces.

When violence restarted in Casamance,
Amnesty International began investigating
reports of detentions, to establish if
detainees were being dealt with in accor-
dance with the law. It also investigated
allegations that some prisoners or unarmed
civilians had been executed extrajudicially.
Confirmation, however, was not available
by the end of the year.

SIERRA LEONE

After a coup in April, more than 150
people associated with the former gov-
ernment or suspected government oppo-
nents were detained without charge or
trial: among them were prisoners of con-
science. Most were still held at the end of
the year. Torture and ill-treatment by the

security forces were reported before and
after the coup, and about 300 Liberian
nationals detained in 1991 were reported
to have died in custody as a result of tor-
ture or neglect. Suspected rebels and peo-
ple accused of supporting them in areas
affected by armed conflict were tortured
and extrajudicially executed by soldiers.
Nine people were sentenced to death for
murder. In December, 26 people accused
of involvement in alleged coup attempts
were executed after grossly unfair and
hasty trials carried out in secret before a
special court, and at least three others
were extrajudicially executed.

Armed conflict between the army and
rebel forces in southeastern Sierra Leon€
persisted throughout the year. In mid-1992
the government estimated that more than
8,000 civilians and 125 soldiers had died
since March 1991 when an invasion force
from Liberia, led by members of the
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL):
captured villages and towns in Southern
and Eastern Provinces. The rebel forces —
principally Sierra Leoneans belonging t©
the Revolutionary United Front, a group 11
armed opposition to the government —
were pushed back towards the Liberian
border but again seized control of parts of
Eastern Province from September. Govern
ment troops tortured and executed people
suspected of supporting or assisting rebe
forces and the rebels, for their part, tor
tured and killed unarmed civilians who
refused to support them. Thousands ©
people fled as refugees to neighbouring
Guinea or Liberia or sought refuge in other
parts of Sierra Leone.

On 29 April the government of Major
General Joseph Saidu Momoh was over
thrown in a military coup led by officers




from the war front, who were subsequently
joined by the security forces in the capital,
Freetown. They proclaimed a National Pro-
visional Ruling Council (Nerc), headed by
Captain Valentine E.M. Strasser. The new
military government suspended the Octo-
ber 1991 Constitution and declared a state
of emergency. New and emergency legisla-
tion was introduced, giving the security
forces unlimited powers of administrative
detention without charge or trial, and spec-
ifically preventing challenges against such
detentions in the courts.

On 7 December the NPRC promulgated
the Treason and Other Offences (Special
Military Tribunal) Decree, No. 12 of 1992,
which established a special military court
with the power to try any person involved
in an attempt to overthrow the NPrc. The
court comprised four army or police
officers presided over by a senior armed
forces officer, all appointed by the NPrRC. No
Judicial appeal was allowed and all sen-
tences had to be confirmed by the NpRrc.
The decree provided for a High Court judge
to act as legal adviser to the special tri-
bunal and for defendants to be represented
by lawyers of their own choice. However, it
specifically barred all other courts from
questioning any decision of the tribunal or
the confirming authority.

After the April coup more than 50 for-
Mmer government ministers and officials
were detained. Former President Momoh
Sought refuge in neighbouring Guinea. Also
arrested were people who appeared to have
been detained solely because they were
associated with or related to members of
the former government. Some of the
detainees were prisoners of conscience. All
were held at Pademba Road Prison in Free-
town and initially denied access to families
and lawyers. Most were subsequently inter-
Togated by a judicial commission of inquiry
Into the assets of former government minis-
ters. Six were released uncharged in
NOVember and a further six in December,
Including three brothers of former Presi-
dent Momoh, although some were immedi-
ately restricted under house arrest and
forbidden from communicating with other
People. Many others had not been charged
or brought to trial by the end of the year,
although in a number of cases the commis-
sion had apparently found no evidence of
Corruption.

About 100 others were detained without
Charge or trial between May and December,

SIERRA LEONE

and were believed to be still held at the
end of the year. The reasons for their
detention were not made known but they
were believed to be held because of sus-
pected opposition to the government.

Torture and ill-treatment of suspected
rebels and their supporters, both by sol-
diers in the war zone and by security
police, was common. Captives often had
their arms bound tightly behind their backs
with the result that many reportedly were
paralysed and lost the use of their hands
and arms. Of six captured suspects taken to
Kenema in mid-March, for example, four
were later released with burns and bruises
on their bodies and serious injuries to their
arms from being tied too tightly.

After the April coup there were further
reports of soldiers beating, ill-treating and
in some cases killing civilians accused of
supporting the rebels. In one reported
case in Koidu, Kono District, a boy was
detained and badly beaten on 25 August
and his mother later detained and beaten
when she made inquiries about him. The
new government reportedly punished
some soldiers in such cases. In a well-
publicized case, the government dismissed
from office the Resident Minister for
Southern Province, a senior army officer,
after he ordered soldiers to beat a church
minister unconscious in front of the An-
glican Bishop of Bo on 29 August.

About 300 Liberian prisoners died in
Pademba Road Prison as a result of torture
or neglect in 1991 and 1992, according to
27 Liberians released from the prison in
September. Nine of the 27 had been so
badly treated in custody that they died in
hospital in Liberia within a few days of
their release. The Liberians had been
arrested in March and April 1991 after the
NPFL-supported invasion. Some were NPFL
fighters captured in the war zone; others
were Liberian nationals living in Sierra
Leone. Survivors said they had been held
in appalling conditions, in total darkness
for the first four months, and denied ade-
quate food and all medical attention. The
security police reportedly tortured to death
many of the 300, while the others died
from malnutrition and disease. It was not
clear whether Sierra Leoneans and other
nationals also held at Pademba Road
Prison since 1991 after being denounced as
rebels — sometimes by personal or business
rivals — were released in September. Their

| detentions, like those of the Liberians, had
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been without any basis in law. They in-
cluded Ishmael Mansaray, who reportedly
died in detention in February, Ben Koni
from Bonthe, Dauda Kamara and Santibi

Kamara from Freetown, and two Ghana- |

ians, Bruce Alphonso and Robert Cleur.

Government troops fighting rebel forces
in the southeast were reported to have exe-
cuted suspected rebels and their supporters
after only the most perfunctory investi-
gation and without any legal authority.
Executions took place in public, in grave-
yards, on river banks and sometimes in the
streets. Some of those executed were
unarmed civilians, and all were denied the
right to defend themselves in a court of
law. In some cases, detainees were shot
after they had been unable to prove that
they were not rebels before unofficial
investigation panels comprising military
officers and local officials. None of the
large number of rebels claimed to have
been captured by the military authorities
appeared to be held in detention centres or
prisons: it was feared that they too had
been executed extrajudicially.

Shortly after it came to power, the new
military government offered an amnesty to
all rebels who surrendered but, after rebel
forces attacked Kono District, Eastern
Province, in September, soldiers reportedly
killed civilians accused of supporting the
rebels. On 31 October, Sahr Songu-Mbriwa,
a traditional ruler and former government
minister, was reportedly flogged in public
in Koidu before being tortured and killed
by soldiers. Soldiers were reported to have
carried out extrajudicial executions in pub-
lic of two rebel suspects in Bo, Southern
Province, in late October and of a rebel sus-
pect in Koidu in early November.

On 18 February five men were sen-
tenced to death after being convicted of
murder. On 23 November three men were
sentenced to death for aggravated robbery.
All eight had been convicted by the High
Court, Freetown, and appeals lodged with
the Court of Appeal had not been heard by
the end of the year. On 18 November a sol-
dier was sentenced to death, without right
of appeal, by a military court in Freetown.
He had been convicted of an aggravated
robbery in Koidu in September.

In December, 26 people were executed
and at least three extrajudicially executed
on suspicion of involvement in alleged
coup attempts. On 21 November, 19 people

! had been detained on suspicion of plotting

to overthrow the government. On 29
December the NPRC announced that a sec-
ond coup attempt had been foiled the night
before and the perpetrators arrested. On 31
December it announced that three alleged
conspirators had been shot in cross-fire on
28 December and that 26 others had been
sentenced to death: 16 men and a woman
in connection with the alleged November
coup attempt; and nine men for the alleged
December coup attempt. It stated that the
26 had been convicted of treason by a Spe-
cial Military Tribunal and their sentences
confirmed. However, it later emerged that
the sentences had been carried out on 29
December within hours of being confirmed
and that the main evidence against them
was their confessions and the testimony of
an alleged co-conspirator. Those executed
included nine civilians and 17 military and
police officers.

Unoffical sources alleged that there had
been no coup attempts, that no shooting or
unrest had been heard in the area of Free-
town where the government said the
arrests took place, that some of those exe-
cuted had not been tried at all, and that
some had been tortured before being killed-
At least two were alleged to have been
killed before 28 December: James Bambay
Kamara, a former Inspector General O
Police and Minister of State, and Lieu-
tenant-Colonel James Yayah Kanu, a former
war commander. Both had been detained
without charge or trial in Pademba Road
Prison since the April coup. Those who
were brought before the Special Military
Tribunal received a hurried, secret an
grossly unfair trial in which they wer®
denied all rights of defence — neither
defence lawyers nor the court’s legal ad-
viser were present. The homes and prop’
erty of those executed were seized an
plundered by the military.

Rebel forces were also responsible fof
gross human rights abuses. They torture
and killed suspected government support”
ers and the inhabitants of towns and Vil
lages which they attacked. Among t_he
victims were traditional chiefs and Muslim
businessmen. At Bunti, Kenema District, !
mid-March rebels killed at least 20 an
possibly as many as 50 people as they fl
their houses, in one case setting fire to @
house and burning alive a woman and he*
two children. Further rebel attacks on V*
lagers were reported from Kailahun Distr ict
in March and from Kono District late in th®



year. In October the rebels took control of
Koidu, killing civilians who resisted and
looting the diamond mines. In late October
they took prisoner a foreign Red Cross
worker and two Liberian nationals, who
were held for over a month. In late Novem-
ber rebels beheaded a soldier they had
taken prisoner near Koidu and cut off the
hands of a civilian with him who was
accused of assisting government forces.

In March Amnesty International repre-

Sentatives visited Sierra Leone and dis-
cussed the organization's concerns with
Bovernment officials and others in Free-
town and in Southern and Eastern
Provinces. Amnesty International urged the
government to halt extrajudicial executions
and to order an immediate impartial
inquiry into all reports of torture and
killings by government forces. In April
Amnesty International published a report,
Sierra Leone: The extrajudicial execution
of suspected rebels and collaborators,
which described killings of prisoners, tor-
ture and illegal detentions by government
forces and torture and killings by rebel
and nprL forces. The report called for the
prompt introduction of measures to regu-
late and record the detention and inter-
Togation of suspected rebels and their
Supporters.
_ After the April coup, Amnesty Interna-
tional called on the new government to
release immediately any prisoners of con-
science and to give all other detainees a
Prompt and fair trial or release them. It also
Called for all detainees to be allowed access
to their families and lawyers and to be
given medical care. In a response in Sept-
ember the government denied that the
security forces had been responsible for
extrajudicial executions or torture. It said
that rebels who had responded to the gov-
ernment’s amnesty had been screened at
detention centres and released if found to
have been coerced into joining the rebels.
Detained former government officials
found to be corrupt by the commission of
inquiry would, it said, be “treated in accor-
dance with the law” and, if found inno-
cent, be released.

Following the December executions
Amnpesty International urged the govern-
Ment to give any other suspects fair and
Open trials and to commute any further
death sentences.

In an oral statement to the United

Nations Sub-Commission on Prevention of |
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Discrimination and Protection of Minor-
ities in August, Amnesty International
included reference to its concerns about
indefinite detention without charge or trial
in Sierra Leone.

SINGAPORE

Three former prisoners of conscience con-
tinued to be subject to government orders
restricting their freedom of expression
and association. Criminal offenders were
sentenced to caning. At least seven people
were sentenced to death and three were
executed.

The restriction order on Chia Thye Poh,
a former member of parliament detained
without charge or trial under the Internal
Security Act (1sA) from 1966 to 1989, con-
fining him at night to an offshore island
(see Amnesty International Reports 1991
and 1992) was amended in November to
allow him to live on the main island of
Singapore. Restrictions on his freedom of
association and expression continued to be
imposed.

Restriction orders on two other former
prisoners of conscience, Vincent Cheng
and Teo Soh Lung, limiting their free-
dom of expression and association, were
renewed in June. Vincent Cheng's order
was renewed for a further two years and
Teo Soh Lung's for one year. Similar
restrictions on three other former prisoners
of conscience were not renewed (see
Amnesty International Report 1992).

Caning, which constitutes a cruel, inhu-
man or degrading form of punishment,
remained a mandatory punishment for
some 30 crimes, including armed robbery,
attempted murder, drug-trafficking, illegal
immigration and rape. In July Lee Seck
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Hing, a car tyre dealer, was sentenced to |

three strokes of the cane and one year'’s
imprisonment after being convicted of
breaking the arm of another motorist. There
was no information about the damages
claim made in court in March 1991 by
Qwek Kee Chong, a convicted prisoner, for
“grievous injury” caused by caning (see
Amnesty International Report 1992).

At least seven people were sentenced to
death. They included Tan Chee Kwee and
Joseph Soon Kim Liang who were sen-
tenced to death in July by the High Court
after being convicted of murder and rob-
bery, and Mazlan Maidin whose death sen-
tence imposed for murder was upheld by
the Court of Criminal Appeal in October.
At least three people were executed: all
had been convicted of drugs offences. Tan
Toon Hock was executed in February. Lim
Joo Yin and Tan Chong Ngee were ex-
ecuted in April. Sim Ah Cheoh, a woman
under sentence of death for the same drug-
trafficking offence as Lim Joo Yin and Tan
Chong Ngee, was granted clemency by
President Wee Kim Wee in March and her
sentence was commuted to life imprison-
ment. This was only the fourth such com-
mutation in 30 years.

Amnesty International urged the author-
ities to lift the restrictions on the three for-
mer prisoners of conscience, to end caning
and to commute all death sentences.

Thousands of unarmed civilians were
deliberately killed by political groups
fighting in the civil war which had
destroyed central government and frag-
mented the country since early 1991. Vic-
tims were apparently targeted on account

of their membership of a particular clan.
Most captives were summarily executed.
At least two political armed groups tor-
tured and mutilated prisoners. Some of

" the other armed groups imprisoned civil-

ian opponents.

The civil wars which began in early
1991, shortly after the overthrow by the
United Somali Congress (usc) of former
president Mohamed Siad Barre's 21-year
dictatorship (see Amnesty International
Report 1992), continued throughout 1992.
Fighting was widespread throughout most
of the country as different armed groups:
generally based on particular clans or sub-
clans of the Somali ethnic group, disputed
control of different areas. Civilians not
involved in the fighting, including chil-
dren, were often deliberately killed
because they belonged to an opposing clan.
In the capital, Mogadishu, hundreds died
and thousands were wounded in the first
three months of the year during artillery
shelling by two rival usc factions based on
Hawiye clan sub-divisions, one loyal to Ali
Mahdi, named in 1991 as interim Presi-
dent, and the other to General Mohamed
Farah Aideed. The daily bombardment
subsided in April 1992 when the United
Nations (UN) negotiated a cease-fire. The
city remained divided into areas held by
these and other armed groups. In the
absence of a recognized government or any
central authority able to impose law an
order, a high level of violence persisted
throughout the year with killings, rape and
looting committed by heavily armed gun”
men belonging to these groups. Much ©
the killing was arbitrary and impossible t0
attribute to any organized force. )

At least 300,000 people, mostly chil-
dren, died of starvation caused by the fight-
ing, breakdown of government, famine and
obstruction of the flow of international
relief aid. Nearly a quarter of the six mil-
lion population fled the country. A largé
part of the famine relief supplies brought
into the country was stolen at gunpoint by
armed groups, some linked to clan-based
political groups, who killed anyone Pre
sumed to be opposing them, including
relief agency workers. )

During 1992 the UN Security GCouncil
passed several resolutions on the situatiol
in Somalia and sent 50 unarmed cease-fir®
monitors to Mogadishu in July, and 500
troops later to protect the distribution ©
relief food and medicines. Successive UN

|




Special Representatives for Somalia met
the warring groups to try to secure relief
channels and to seek political reconcilia-
tion. As the situation deteriorated, on 3
December the UN Security Council autho-
rized a United States-led military operation
to “establish a secure environment for
humanitarian relief operations”. The reso-
lution referred to the threat posed by the
Crisis to international peace and security,
and widespread violations of international
humanitarian law, for which individuals
who were responsible would be held
accountable. “Operation Restore Hope”
began the next day, with 28,000 us troops
moving into Somalia and contingents from
other countries following. It appeared to
achieve its aim of reducing levels of viol-
ence by the end of December, and was due
to give way to a UN peace-keeping opera-
tion when its objectives had been achieved.

In other parts of the south outside
Mogadishu, there was fighting between dif-
ferent forces. In April the Somali National
Front (snf), comprising soldiers from for-
mer President Mohamed Siad Barre's army
and members of his Marehan clan,
advanced from Gedo region in the south-
west towards Mogadishu. They were
pushed back by General Aideed’s forces
and most fled to Kenya together with the
former President. By October, however, the
SNF had recaptured most of Gedo region.
Both the sNF and usc forces killed, tortured
and mutilated civilians of opposing clans.
The sNr killed and committed gross human
Tights abuses against members of the
Hawiye and Rahanwein clans. In the town
of Bulohawo on the border with Kenya,
General Aideed’s forces rounded up mem-
Oers of the Darod clan-family (which
Included the Marehan and other clans) in
April, and executed dozens of people,
including children. They also publicly tor-
tured and mutilated many civilians and
Taped women. Similar abuses were perpe-
trated by the SNF as it pushed the usc forces
back. In a rare exception to this pattern of
fevenge killings, General Aideed’s forces
transferred to Mogadishu 300 Marehan
Clan members, including soldiers and civil-
lans, whom they had taken prisoner, and
allowed the International Committee of the
Red Cross (icrc) access to them.

In the southwest, control of the port of
Kismayu fluctuated between opposed
alliances centred on the usc and SNF
respectively. Forces of the Somali Patriotic

Movement under Colonel Omar Jess, part
of General Aideed’s forces, reportedly
killed over 100 Darod clan members in
Kismayu in April in reprisal for a defeat in
Gedo region. In August they abducted at
gunpoint 11 Darod clan members whom
the IcRc was protecting in Kismayu, includ-
ing five Somali 1cRc employees. They were
never seen again and were believed to have
been executed. Later, in early December, as
us forces were about to take control of
Kismayu, Colonel Omar Jess’ forces massa-
cred at least 100 and possibly many more
members of Darod clans opposed to Gen-
eral Aideed. Those killed included clan
elders, women and children.

The northeast, inhabited mainly by
members of the Darod clan-family, was
controlled for most of the year by the
Somali Salvation Democratic Front (SSDF).
A new political group, the Islamic Union,
attacked Bosasso and Garowe in June, cap-
turing many ssDF leaders. After brief but
heavy fighting in which hundreds of fight-
ers and civilian opponents were killed by
both forces, sspF forces regained control,
defeating the Islamic Union force and free-
ing the imprisoned sspr leaders. They
reportedly pardoned captured Islamic
Union fighters and allowed their leaders to
leave the region.

In the northwest, the Somali National
Movement (SNM), centred on the Issaq clan,
headed a coalition of other clan-based
groups in the former British Somaliland,
which the sNnM had unilaterally declared
independent in May 1991 as the Soma-
liland Republic, although it did not gain
international recognition. In January 1992
there were hundreds of casualties in fight-
ing between armed groups belonging to
two opposed Issaq sub-clans in the towns
of Berbera and Burao. Political tensions
and general insecurity and violence, erupt-
ing at times into sustained fighting, held
back moves to establish a central govern-
ment authority in the self-declared territory
and obstructed development and relief
activities.

Amnesty International was deeply con-
cerned at the continuation during 1992 of a
pattern of apparently uncontrollable gross
human rights abuses. It was generally diffi-
cult to document specific cases, owing to
the fragmentation of the country, the
absence of public order and communica-
tions, and the general economic break-
down. It was often impossible to determine

SOMALIA |
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who was responsible for the abuses, partic-
ularly since gunmen often appeared to
operate independently of the main political
factions.

After receiving details of killings of pris-
oners in the southwest, Amnesty Inter-
national published a report, Somalia: A
human rights disaster, in August. The orga-
nization appealed to all Somali armed
political groups to halt the spiral of abuses
and build respect for human rights. It
called on their leaders and supporters alike
to work to end the deliberate and arbitrary
killings. It urged all forces to observe mini-
mum humane standards, as set out in the
Geneva Conventions, in particular to treat
civilians and wounded or captured com-
batants humanely, and to prevent and pun-
ish extrajudicial executions, mutilation or
torture. It also appealed to the international
community to help in the search for effec-
tive solutions to end the horrendous cycle
of human rights abuses in Somalia.

SOUTH AFRICA
T

Hundreds of government opponents were
victims of politically motivated killings
carried out by the security forces or with
their acquiescence. Some were assassin-
ated, others killed in mass attacks on res-
idents of black townships and squatter
camps. The authorities announced vari-
ous inquiries into these killings but rarely
brought those responsible to justice. Some
500 people were detained under security
legislation. There were new reports of tor-
ture and ill-treatment of prisoners, with
at least 121 deaths in custody in suspi-
cious circumstances. Over 400 prisoners
remained under sentence of death but
there were no executions.

A whites-only referendum in March
resulted in a majority vote in favour of the
reform process initiated by state President
F.W. de Klerk's National Party government.
However, the government and the African
National Congress (aNc) failed to reach
agreement at the Convention for a Democ-
ratic South Africa (CODESA) summit in May-
In June the ANC withdrew from negotiations
following the Boipatong massacre (see
below), and launched a series of mass
protest actions against the government, but
direct talks between the government and
the ANC were resumed in December.

There was a continued high level of
political violence, particularly in Natal.
More than 3,000 people were killed, many
of them victims of security force action Of
fighting between supporters of the Inkatha
Freedom Party (iFp), headed by KwaZulu
“homeland” Chief Minister, Mangosuthu
Buthelezi, and the anc. The worst single
incident occurred at Boipatong on 17 June
when 49 people, including children, were
massacred, apparently by IFp support
ers. Following this, the United Nations
(uN) Security Council authorized the uN
Secretary-General to deploy international
observers to reinforce mechanisms estab-
lished by the September 1991 National
Peace Accord (see Amnesty International
Report 1992). By December about 100
observers from the N, the Commonwealth.
the European Community and the Organi-
zation of African Unity were operating il
South Africa.

The judicial commission chaired by
Appeal Court Judge Richard Goldston®
continued to conduct inquiries into inCl-
dents of political violence, ranging from
armed attacks on black train commuters t0
the operations of covert military intelli-
gence units (see Amnesty Internationd
Report 1992). However, in November Pres-
ident de Klerk rejected a request from
Judge Goldstone for additional powers and
resources to investigate the security forces.

Throughout the year new evidence ©
covert security force involvement 11
killings and other unlawful acts against
opposition organizations came to light. The
evidence implicated senior officers in the
security forces and government ministers:
However, the government enacted an
amnesty law in November, effectively pro-
viding immunity from prosecution foF
human rights violators.

Some of those killed were victims of




attacks on black train commuters or on
ANC-supporting communities by armed
men believed to be operating from Fp-
Controlled hostels and acting with the
acquiescence of the police. Others, includ-
Ing middle-level leaders of the aNc, the
South African Communist Party (sacp) and
the trade unions, members of the ANC's mil-
itary wing and other returned exiles, were
assassinated by hit squads composed of
elements within the security forces or men
acting with their acquiescence. In other
Incidents, local IFp leaders, members of
the police force and white civilians were
believed to have been killed by members of
the military wings of the aNc and the Pan
Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC).

Clear evidence emerged of direct secur-
ity force involvement in extrajudicial exe-
Cutions. On 7 September, for example, 29
ANC supporters were shot dead and hun-
dreds of others injured when members of
the Ciskei Defence Force opened fire with-
out warning on a peaceful demonstration.
The Goldstone Commission’s inquiry into
the incident concluded that the conduct of
the Ciskei soldiers was “morally and legal-
ly indefensible...[and] deliberately aimed at
Causing as many deaths and injuries as
Possible”.

Further evidence implicating the mili-
tary in assassinations and attempted as-
Sassinations emerged through inquest
hearings. The inquest into the death of a

Uman rights lawyer, Bheki Mlangeni, who
had been killed in 1991 by an explosive
device apparently intended for Dirk Coet-
2ee, a former member of a covert police hit
$quad, revealed evidence of military intel-
ligence and security police involvement in
a further assassination attempt against Dirk
Coetzee in 1992. Other evidence suggested
that the police investigating Bheki Mlan-
geni’'s death had attempted to cover up
police involvement.

In May newspapers published a secret
Military document which implicated the

ead of Military Intelligence and cabinet
Ministers in the 1985 assassinations of
Matthew Goniwe and three other Eastern
Cap‘e political activists (see Amnesty Inter-
National Report 1986).

During the judicial inquest into the
1989 assassination of human rights activist

avid Webster, evidence from former oper-
atives of the covert military unit, the Civil
Co-operation Bureau (ccB), and other wit-
Nesses appeared to implicate a former CCB

SOUTH AFRICA

member. In November the Goldstone Com-
mission seized documents from a secret
military intelligence base. These revealed
that the Chief of Staff of Military Intel-
ligence had authorized the hiring in 1991
of the same man, a convicted double-
murderer, to run a task force aimed at de-
stabilizing the aNc and its military wing.
Despite the commission’s request for addi-
tional resources and powers to pursue its
inquiries, President de Klerk ordered a mil-
itary and a police general to lead the inves-
tigation. The police general, however, had
been implicated in a previous cover-up of
police and ccB involvement in hit squads.
On 19 December President de Klerk
announced that he had ordered the suspen-
sion or early retirement of 23 military offi-
cers for alleged involvement in illicit
political activities, including murder. The
list did not include key senior officers
implicated in covert activities.

A member of a military battalion
appeared in court charged with the mur-
ders of an IFp leader and four members of
his family, who had been shot dead at their
Natal home on 23 August by six men wear-
ing security force uniforms. In November
the Goldstone Commission released a
report on East Rand violence, in which it
concluded that the killing of 18 IFp sup-
porters in Thokoza on 8 September 1991
had been planned and carried out by a
police informer operating a “self-defence
unit” in Phola Park, an ANc-supporting
squatter camp.

In April the Natal Supreme Court found
five police officers responsible for the 1988
murder of 11 people in Trust Feed, Natal.
The presiding judge concluded that the
main accused, a police captain then in
charge of New Hanover police station, had
ordered the killings at the behest of certain
IFp officials and had himself shot two of the
victims. The case also revealed an extens-
ive senior police cover-up of the officers’
involvement in the murders. The court
sentenced the police captain to death and
four “special police constables”, who were
found to have acted on his orders, to 15
years’ imprisonment.

Witnesses, including a police constable,
who testified to the Goldstone Commission
about the Boipatong massacre said that
they had seen security force armoured
vehicles escorting and transporting the
attackers, among whom were white men in
camouflage uniforms. The majority of the
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attackers came from a nearby IFP-controlled
hostel, Kwa-Madala. The police denied
that they had been forewarned of the attack
or that their vehicles were present during
the attack. However, the Commission had
not produced its final report by the end of
the year because it was still awaiting addi-
tional forensic analysis of the tapes of radio
and telephone messages made in the police
control room on the night of the massacre.

Approximately 500 people were
detained for varying periods under security
legislation. They included about 70 people
held under the Ciskei National Security
Act as the security forces sought out ANC
supporters after the 7 September shooting
of unarmed demonstrators. More than 100
people were detained under the Public
Safety Act's emergency regulations follow-
ing the 17 June massacre in Boipatong.
In Bophuthatswana, over 100 students of
the University of Bophuthatswana were
detained on 18 September for refusing to
disclose information relating to disturb-
ances at the university. Most were released
the same day, but seven were held for
almost a month. After lawyers challenged
their detention in court, the seven were
charged under security legislation and
released on bail.

Most detainees were not held for long
periods. However, during the year a pattern
emerged of prolonged detention without
charge for months under “unrest areas”
regulations declared in various parts of the
country under the Public Safety Act. In one
such case, Japie Maphalala was detained in
June and held without charge until he was
released, following intervention by his
lawyers, in November.

At least 121 people died in police cus-
tody in suspicious circumstances. Some
had been arrested for political reasons;
others were criminal suspects. Jonas Kgo-
sietsile, a mineworker, died on 20 January
while held in indefinite, incommunicado
detention at Phokeng police station,
Bophuthatswana. He had been assaulted
and tortured with electric shocks at the
same police station two months earlier.
According to an official post-mortem, he
died as a result of a broken neck and inter-
nal bleeding. The police gave contradictory
versions of the circumstances leading to
his death. By the end of the year no inquest
had been held.

In another case, Simon Mthimkulu was
found dead on 16 July, two days after his

arrest by police in Sebokeng township. A
fellow detainee said the police had beaten
and kicked Simon Mthimkulu during inter-
rogation at Sebokeng police station and
dropped a large stone on his ribs. The find-
ings of a post-mortem by an independent
forensic pathologist, Dr Jonathan Gluck-
man, were consistent with the witness's
account.

In July Dr Gluckman told the press he
had details of scores of deaths in police
custody since the mid-1980s. Ninety per
cent of these, he said, contained evidence
that the police had killed people in their
custody. The Minister of Law and Order
responded to these allegations with an
internal police investigation, the results of
which were announced in November
The Minister dismissed the allegations as
unsubstantiated. Following the publication
of his concerns, Dr Gluckman was sub-
jected to death threats and his office was
placed under surveillance, apparently by
the security authorities.

In October the government agreed for
the first time to allow the Internationd
Committee of the Red Cross access to all
detainees in police custody to examin®
conditions of detention and recommend
possible improvements. Similar agre€
ments had been negotiated earlier with at
least three of the nominally independent
“homelands”.

While the authorities, in general, Sti!l
failed to act effectively against police offi-
cers implicated in deaths in custody, there
were several prosecutions arising from
cases in previous years. In September, for
example, the Pretoria Supreme Court co™
victed a police officer for the murder O
Michael Nkabinde, who died in custody 1?
November 1990. The police officer had
continued to assault Michael Nkabinde
even after he became unconscious. He wa$
sentenced to nine years' imprisonmef‘t'
Another police officer was charged wit
murder, after a 1991 inquest court found
him criminally liable for the death ©
“Bongi” Nyokong, a schoolboy. In October
another inquest court decided that the
same police officer, together with on€
other, had unlawfully killed anothe’
detainee in 1990. Despite this, the polic®
officer remained on active duty.

There were no executions during the
year. In March the government turn€
down clemency appeals from 17 prison€rs
sentenced to death. However, five day$




later the Minister of Justice announced
that all executions would be suspended
pending agreement on an “interim bill
of rights”. At the end of the year at least
300 prisoners remained on death row in
Pretoria Central Prison. Twelve prisoners
remained on death row in the Bophuthat-
swana “homeland”. Lawyers won a last-
minute stay of execution for three of these
prisoners, who were scheduled to be exe-
Cuted in November. Eighty-nine prisoners
femained under sentence of death in the
Transkei “homeland” where a moratorium
on executions continued.

The Minister of Justice announced in
March that the tribunal appointed to
review death sentences imposed before
July 1990 (see Amnesty International
Report 1992) had completed its work in
November 1991. The majority of the cases
had been referred back to the Appeal
Court. Amnesty International was not
aware of how many of these resulted in
commutations of the death sentences.

Throughout the year Amnesty Interna-
tional expressed its concern to the authori-
ties about individual cases of human rights
violations, including the torture and killing
of detainees and extrajudicial executions
by members of the security forces. In their
fesponses, government officials denied that
state agents had been negligent or respons-
ible for political killings or other human
rights violations and accused Amnesty
International of bias. In June Amnesty
International published South Africa: State
of Fear - security force complicity in tor-
ture and political killings, 1990-1992. The
feport documented continuing security
force involvement in extrajudicial execu-
tions and other serious human rights viola-
tions, and the authorities’ failure in most
Cases to hold the perpetrators accountable
or bring them to justice.

In an oral statement to the uN Commis-
sion on Human Rights in January, Amnesty

| International described its concerns in
South Africa.

In August an Amnesty International
observer attended part of the proceedings
of an ANC commission of inquiry into

| Teports of torture in its camps, in particular
In Angola, during the 1980s. In November
Amnesty International published South
Africa: Torture, illtreatment and execu-
tions in African National Congress camps,
which documented evidence of torture and
executions committed by anc officials at

SOUTH AFRICA/SPAIN

military and prison camps, notably in
Angola, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia,
on occasions with the active collaboration
of agents.of the governments concerned.
Amnesty International urged the ANC to
implement the recommendations of its
own commission, which were made public
in October, in particular by establishing
a further and independent commission
to establish the full truth of what had
occurred and by compensating the victims.
Amnesty International said that those
responsible for torturing and killing prison-
ers should be brought to justice and never
again be permitted to hold posts with
responsibility for prisoners. The ANC
announced that it had appointed an inde-
pendent tribunal and would take Amnesty
International’s report into account in draw-
ing up the tribunal’s terms of reference.

There were allegations of torture and ill-
treatment by the security forces. Several
inquiries opened into such allegations in
previous years remained unresolved.
Inquiries continued into killings in dis-
puted circumstances of members of an
armed Basque group by security forces. A
conscript imprisoned for his conscien-
tious objection to further military service
was a prisoner of conscience.

Attacks by the armed Basque group,
Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA), Basque
Homeland and Liberty, on the security
forces and civilians continued throughout
the year. Twenty-six people, including
seven civilians, were killed in the attacks.

People suspected of belonging to an
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armned group could still be held incom-
municado for up to five days by judicial
order — 48 hours longer than the legal limit
for other suspects. They also continued to
be denied the right to designate lawyers
of their own choice.

Allegations of torture and ill-treatment
were made following the arrest of approxi-
mately 50 people in a major security forces
operation in the Basque province of Viz-
caya between January and mid-May. Those
arrested were suspected of belonging to or
collaborating with the “Bizkaia” comman-
do of ETA, which was accused of attacks on
security forces and civilians. Thirty-two of
them were held in extended incommuni-
cado detention before appearing in the
National Court in Madrid. Nearly all of
them reportedly complained to the court
that they had been hooded, blindfolded
and forced to do exercises. Some detainees
said they had been beaten and kicked and
two alleged that they had been given elec-
tric shocks. Most of the women com-
plained that they had been forced to strip
and suffered persistent sexual insults and
humiliations. Many of the detainees had
visible cuts, bruises and other injuries
when they appeared in court. Investiga-
tions were opened into some of the com-
plaints.

Kepa Urra Guridi, arrested in January on
suspicion of belonging to the “Bizkaia”
commando, alleged he was beaten, kicked
and punched by the Civil Guards on three
separate occasions. A court doctor told the
judicial inquiry that, on the day of Kepa
Urra’s arrest, he saw him lying uncon-
scious on the floor of his cell, breathing
very rapidly, and that he had marks on his
face, eyes and wrists and was bleeding at
the throat, nose and mouth. He was imme-
diately transferred to hospital. Kepa Urra
alleged that officers hit him in hospital and
during his subsequent transfer to prison;
forensic examinations recorded new
injuries after his transfer to hospital. Nine
| Civil Guard officers were formally accused

in connection with his complaint.
| Allegations of torture and ill-treatment
were also made by non-political suspects.
In May eight members of a multinational
rugby team were arrested in Benidorm.
They alleged that officers of the Municipal
Police had carried out a serious and unpro-
voked assault on them. The police claimed
that the players were drunk, violent and
had been vandalizing cars. The players

denied the charges and said they had been
punched, kicked, hit with truncheons and
menaced with firearns by the police. Two
of them alleged that they had been beaten
with truncheons while they were hand-
cuffed and on the ground. The team’s alle-
gations were supported by photographic
and medical evidence. An inquiry into
their case was opened in court the day of
their arrest.

In April, after a two-year judicial inves-
tigation, charges of ill-treatment were
brought against 16 guards of the Modelo
prison in Barcelona (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1991).

In October five Civil Guards were found
guilty of torturing Joaquin Olano in 1983
(see Amnesty International Report 1984).
They were sentenced to between two and
seven months’ imprisonment, plus varying
terms of up to seven years’ disqualification |
from holding public office. The court found
that the prisoner had been punched.
kicked, hit with a telephone directory:
hooded, partially asphyxiated with a plas-
tic bag, submerged in water and given elec-
tric shocks. Two of the officers had been
convicted in 1986 of torturing another pris-
oner. However, they did not serve their
sentences, remained on active service an
were pardoned in February 1991.

In September the Ombudsman urged the
introduction of temporary, administrative
suspension, during judicial inquiries, of
officers accused of torture or ill-treatment.
During the year officers sentenced on such
charges remained on active service pend-
ing appeals and in some cases did not
serve their sentences even after they had
been made final. Some officers convicted
of torture and ill-treatment were pardoned.
Instances of recidivism occurred.

In July the Minister of the Interior
released figures showing an increase in the
number of Civil Guards and police accusé
of ill-treatment. In 1991, 171 judicial pre
ceedings had been opened involving 392
officers accused of ill-treatment, 132 moré
than the previous year. According to the
Ministry, two judicial proceedings, involV-
ing a total of seven officers, were als®
opened into accusations of torture during
1991.

In February Amnesty International sent
an observer to the trial of Rafael Navarro
Vacas, a police officer charged with the
1990 homicide of an ETA member, Mike
Castill6 (see Amnesty International Report




1992). He was acquitted. The court ac-
cepted that there was no forensic evidence
to show that Mikel Castill6 had been
unarmed and also accepted police state-
ments that he had been armed. The prose-
cution entered an appeal.

In June the National Court in Madrid
Sentenced two ETA members — Germdn
Rubenach and Juan José Zubieta — to 57
and 23 years' imprisonment respectively
for the murder of a Civil Guard and the
wounding of another in an exchange of
gunfire in the Foz de Lumbier in 1990 (see
Amnesty International Reports 1991 and
1992). The judicial inquiry into allegations
of unlawful killing by the Civil Guard of
two other ETA members was still open.

José Antonio Escalada, a conscientious
objector to military service, was impris-
oned while awaiting trial for desertion. He
and fellow conscientious objector Manuel
B]élquez Solis had spent three months
In pre-trial detention during 1991 (see
Amnesty International Report 1992). They
Nad been charged with desertion after leav-
Ing the navy at the outbreak of the Gulf
conflict. They applied for conscientious
objector status on moral and philosophical
ﬁrounds although the law allows the right
O conscientious objection to be exercised
9111}' “until the moment of incorporation”
Into the armed forces. Hours before their
Telease into provisional liberty in 1991
tbey had confirmed to the military authori-
ties that they refused all further military
Service. Within a week new arrest warrants
Were issued against them. Both conscripts
lived clandestinely while appeals against
th'e warrants, including appeals to the Con-
Stitutional Court, continued. However, in
une José Antonio Escalada was arrested
during a routine identity check. In July the
Constitutional Court ordered that the pro-
Ceedings against Manuel Bldzquez be sus-
Pended, pending its final decision on his
8ppeal. José Antonio Escalada’s release
INto  provisional liberty in July was
3pparently a consequence of the court’s
Tuling,

Amnesty International urged that all
allegations of torture, ill-treatment and dis-
Puted killings be thoroughly and impar-
tially investigated, and those responsible
e bl‘ought to justice. The organization,
€mphasizing that individuals should be
able to claim conscientious objector status

| atany time, appealed for the release of José

Antonio Escalada and for all criminal pro-
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ceedings to be dropped against him and
Manuel Bldzquez.

In an oral statement to the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights in
February, Amnesty International included
reference to its concerns about torture and
ill-treatment and killings by security forces
in circumstances which were disputed or
inadequately investigated in Spain.

SRI LANKA

“Disappearances” and extrajudicial exe-
cutions continued to be committed by gov-
ernment forces in the northeast, but at a
lower rate than in the previous two years.
In the south, human rights lawyers, trade
unionists and others continued to be
subject to intimidation, including death
threats. Torture and ill-treatment of polit-
ical and criminal prisoners appeared to
be routine. Some 4,456 detainees were
released, but at least 4,823 others contin-
ued to be detained without charge or trial
under Emergency Regulations and the
Prevention of Terrorism Act (rra). Official
investigations continued into a few cases
of “disappearance” but no action was
taken by the government to clarify the
fate of tens of thousands who “disap-
peared” in the period up to January 1991.
The secessionist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) committed gross abus-
es of human rights.

Armed conflict between government
forces and the LTTE continued in the north-
east with heavy casualties reported on
both sides. Control of much of the north-
east remained uncertain: the government
retained control of towns and most main

| roads, but fighting continued intermittently
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in rural areas. The Jaffna peninsula largely
remained in LTTE hands, but government
forces took over part of the peninsula and
access was closed. Heightened tensions
between the Tamil, Muslim and Sinhalese
communities in the east were manifest in a
series of communal attacks and counter-
attacks.

The government of President Rana-
singhe Premadasa took steps to implement
some of the Amnesty International recom-
mendations for human rights safeguards
which it had accepted in December 1991
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
However, crucial procedural safeguards for
the protection of prisoners had not been
implemented by the end of the year and
the state of emergency remained in force
island-wide.

The mandate of the Presidential Com-
mission of Inquiry into the Involuntary
Removal of Persons was extended for one
year, enabling it to investigate “disappear-
ances” occurring from 11 January 1991 to

11 January 1993, and regional officers |

were appointed to transmit complaints of
“disappearances” to the Commission. The
Human Rights Task Force, established in
1991 to maintain a register of detainees
and monitor their rights, opened several
regional offices and established a 24-hour
information service in the capital, Col-
ombo. The United Nations (UN) Working
Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disap-
pearances visited Sri Lanka for the second
time in October at the government’s invita-
tion.

Draft legislation to amend the funda-
mental rights chapter of the Constitution,
to create a new Human Rights Commission
and to provide temporary death certificates
to relatives of the “disappeared” as a basis
for compensation payments, continued to
be discussed. However, none of these pro-
posals had been approved or implemented
by the end of the year.

The LTTE committed numerous gross
abuses of human rights, including the
deliberate killing of hundreds of non-
combatant Muslim and Sinhalese civilians,
the arbitrary killing of civilians in bomb
attacks on buses and trains, the torture and
killing of prisoners, and abductions for ran-
som. The LTTE executed several prisoners
accused of being informers.

Extrajudicial executions were commit-
ted in the northeast by military and an-
cillary forces, police and home guards.

At Mandur, Batticaloa District, in April,
a family of seven were among eight people
killed by soldiers and members of
the Tamil Eelam Liberation Organization
(TeLo), which operates alongside the army
in the east. This followed the killing by the
LTTE of two TELO members. The day after 10
senior army and navy officers had been
killed by the LTTE on Kayts island in
August, soldiers from Poonani camp killed
39 Tamil men, women and children at
Mailanthanai, Batticaloa District, over 180
miles away, apparently in reprisal. At least
16 soldiers were remanded in custody fol-
lowing an identity parade, but they had not
been charged by the end of the year. Fol-
lowing the extrajudicial execution of someé
10 Tamil civilians by government soldiers
at Velaveli, Batticaloa District, in October,
the government said it would mount an
inquiry, but no findings had been pub-
lished by the end of the year.

In April, following an attack by the LTTE
on Alanchipotana, a Muslim village 11
Polonnaruwa District, during which 54
Muslims were shot and stabbed to death
Muslim home guards retaliated by attack-
ing Tamil villages, killing more than 80
Tamils. Police personnel did not attempt t0
prevent the reprisal attack. A committee of
inquiry recommended a review of the
home guard system - which had not been
completed by the end of the year — a.nd
three home guards were charged with
murder.

An inquiry into the reprisal killings of
67 civilians in June 1991 in Kokkadich-
cholai (see Amnesty International Report
1992) found that the deaths had not res-
ulted from cross-fire, as the military
claimed, but from *“deliberate retaliatory
action” by the army. Twenty military per”
sonnel were tried by a military tribunal:
None was found guilty of murder. The
lieutenant in charge was convicted of fail-
ing to control his troops and disposing of
bodies illegally at the site of the massacre:
he was dismissed from the army. The 19
other military personnel were acquitted.

Scores of “disappearances” in military
custody were reported from Batticaloa Dis"
trict, and three in Amparai District from
the custody of the Special Task Force (STF):
a police commando unit. After 25 youn8
men had been detained by the army in th®
Kiran area, Batticaloa District, in January
and February, 11 were released and the
military denied that it had detained the




femaining 14. Two of the 14 were later
found to be in detention and two more
were released, but 10 boys and young men
= including 12-year-old Manikkam Siven-
thiran — were not accounted for.

“Disappearances” were also reported
following detention by Muslim home
Buards in Batticaloa District. Home guards
detained 13 Tamil men, women and chil-
dren near Thiyavaddavan in April. One
boy escaped: the other 12 prisoners “disap-
Peared”.

In the south, several imprisoned Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (jvp), People’s Libera-
tion Front, suspects were said by the police
to have been shot dead during escape
attempts or to have committed suicide.
Emergency Regulations do not require that
full, independent investigations be held
into deaths in custody.

In the south, human rights lawyers, wit-
nesses to human rights violations, journal-
Ists and trade unionists received death
threats which they believed were made by
government forces. Some lawyers refused
to accept cases against security force per-
sonnel for fear of retaliatory action. Jour-
nalists critical of government policy were
intimidated and attacked, including
Yoonus, a newspaper cartoonist, who was
Physically injured and repeatedly threat-
ened by people he identified as associates
of a senior government minister.

Torture and ill-treatment of political
detainees appeared to be routine in mili-
tary, str and police custody in both the
Northeast and the south. Members of TELO
and the People’s Liberation Organization of
Tamil Eelam (pLOTE), both ancillary forces
operating alongside the army, were also
said to have tortured prisoners in the east.
In Badulla and Nuwara Eliya Districts, tor-
ture of Tamil prisoners of Indian origin
was reported in both military and police
Custody. Methods of torture included elec-
tric shocks; pouring petrol into prisoners’
Nostrils and then placing a plastic bag over
their heads; suspending prisoners by their
thumbs and beating them; beating with
barbed wire; repeatedly submerging prison-
ers’ heads in water while they were sus-
pPended by their ankles; and rape of
women. Criminal suspects were also tor-
tured: for example, a gem miner suspected
of theft was beaten on the soles of his feet,
Suspended by his thumbs and beaten with
clubs by Lunugala police in September.
Prisoners were subjected to other forms
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of ill-treatment. For example, prisoners,
including a 73-year-old man apparently
detained in place of his son, were held in
chains at Pioneer Road police camp in Bat-
ticaloa. Severe overcrowding was reported
from the sixth floor of Police Headquarters
in Colombo, where political detainees had
been held for more than a year in the cus-
tody of the Crime Detection Bureau.
According to official figures, 4,456
people detained in the south in connection
with the activities of the jvp since their
arrest in 1989 or 1990 had been released by
the end of September. However, over 4,800
suspected insurgents remained in deten-
tion without charge or trial, including
some who had been held for over three
years. Emergency Regulations empower the
authorities to hold suspects indefinitely
under administrative orders; the pra per-
mits up to 18 months’ administrative
detention. In at least 120 cases, the
Supreme Court awarded compensation to
detainees who had been illegally detained.
According to official figures, in October
4,823 political detainees were being held
under Emergency Regulations or the pra:
1,523 in detention camps, 1,113 in prisons,
569 in police custody and 1,618 in rehabil-
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itation camps, to which detainees deemed |

to have had minor connection with insur-
gent activity were referred. The number of
prisoners held in army camps was not
revealed. Of those held in prisons, 826
were said to be held in connection with the
conflict in the northeast and 287 in connec-
tion with the southern jvp insurgency of
1988 to 1990. The majority of prisoners in
detention and rehabilitation camps were
Sinhalese.

In the south, hundreds of Tamil people
were periodically rounded up in Colombo
and screened for connections with the
LTTE. These arrests were made by the police
and by members of the Eelam People’s
Democratic Party (EPDP), an ancillary group
which sometimes detained prisoners itself
instead of handing them over to police cus-
tody. The EPDP has no known legal power
to arrest and detain prisoners but has not
been prevented from doing so by the
authorities. Following the assassination by
an LTTE suicide bomber of the Commander
of the Navy in Colombo in November, over
3,000 Tamils were rounded up for ques-
tioning and hundreds were kept in de-
tention. In Badulla and Nuwara Eliya
Districts, dozens of Tamils of Indian origin
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were detained without trial on account of
their alleged connections with the LTTE.
Hundreds of Sinhalese people suspected of
connections with the jvp were also arrested
and detained in the south.

The Commission of Inquiry into Invol-
untary Removals had completed hearings
into six individual cases of “disappear-
ance” in the two years of its existence; no
decision was announced as to whether
security forces personnel believed respon-
sible for some of these “disappearances”
would be prosecuted. Trials of several
security forces personnel accused of
human rights violations continued, but
most had not reached any conclusion by
the end of the year.

The LTTE also committed gross abuses of
human rights. Among the thousands of
prisoners believed to be held by the LTTE
were police and military personnel, Tamils
perceived as opponents by the LTTE, and
Tamils and Muslims who were held as
hostages for ransom. Some prisoners were
reportedly tortured by the LTTE, which only
rarely disclosed information about the
whereabouts or fate of its political prison-
ers to their relatives. Those held for ransom
included an 84-year-old Tamil man who
was abducted by the LTTE in September,
apparently because he had relatives living
abroad who were presumed to be wealthy.
In March, 12 of the 32 Muslim business-
men who had been held in Jaffna since
1990 were released, but the fate of the
others was not known.

Executions of alleged informers by the
LTTE continued to be reported. Prisoners
sentenced to death in Jaffna were said to
have been paraded in public before their
execution. One witness described public
executions of alleged informers carried out
by the LTTE near Vavuniya.

Hundreds of non-combatant civilians in
the east, particularly Muslims, were killed
by LTTE forces. For example, in September,
22 people, most of them Muslims, were
killed when a bomb exploded in a crowded
market place at Sainthamaruthu. In Octo-
ber over 200 Muslim villagers were killed
in an early morning attack on four adjacent
villages in Polonnaruwa District. Sinhalese
civilians were also killed in LTTE attacks in
the east, such as at Kohongaswewa in Weli
Oya, where 15 civilians were killed in
October.

Muslims in the east continued to receive
death threats from the LTTE, apparently in

an effort to force them to evacuate their
homes. Residents of Kattankudi, Batticaloa
District, received such threats in Novem-
ber, for example.

Amnesty International expressed con-
cern to the government that the Presiden-
tial Commission of Inquiry into the Juné
1991 extrajudicial executions at Kokka-
dichcholai would not subject the military
suspects to cross-examination, and subse-
quently expressed concern that the sus
pects were to be tried by a military tribunal
and not a civilian court. The government
responded by sending Amnesty Interna-
tional a copy of the Commission’s interim
report. It also said it intended to establish a
Human Rights Commission. The trial pro-
ceeded before a military tribunal (see
above).

In April Amnesty International asked
the government whether inquiries had
been held following the discovery of 72
bodies on Mandaitivu island, Jaffna Dis-
trict. The victims were believed to have
been prisoners, killed in the custody of the
armed forces. The government later told
Amnesty International that it had not been
possible to investigate these deaths because
of the security situation in the area.

In June Amnesty International pub-
lished Sri Lanka: Deliberate killings of
Muslim and Tamil villagers in Polin-
naruwa, and asked the government for
comments. The government sent Amnesty
International a summary of the findings of
the inquiry team it had appointed.

Amnesty International appealed to the
LTTE to halt the killing of civilians. It also
repeated its earlier appeals for prisoners to
be protected against ill-treatment and
hostages to be released.

In October, two Amnesty International
representatives visited Sri Lanka to discuss
with government officials, local human
rights activists and others the implementa-
tion of the organization’s recommendations
for human rights safeguards and the cur-
rent human rights situation in the north-
east and south.

In an oral statement to the un Com-
mission on Human Rights in February:
Amnesty International included referenc®
to its concerns in Sri Lanka.




Hundreds of suspected opponents of the
government, including dozens of prison-
ers of conscience, were imprisoned at any
one time. Most were detained without
charge or trial for weeks or months. Many
political detainees were tortured, often in
secret detention centres. Prisoners con-
victed of criminal offences were flogged.
Hundreds of prisoners “disappeared” or
were extrajudicially executed in the war-
affected areas of southern and western
Sudan. At least three prisoners were exe-
cuted and at least four others sentenced to
death. Both factions of the armed opposi-
tion Sudan People’s Liberation Army
(srLA) were responsible for deliberate and
arbitrary killings.

Gross human rights violations were
committed in the context of continuing
armed conflict in southern and western
Sudan between the ruling National Salva-
tion Revolution Command Council (NSRcc),
headed by President Omar Hassan al-
Bashir, and the spLA. In the Nuba moun-
tains of South Kordofan tens of thousands
of Nuba civilians were displaced after their
villages were deliberately destroyed by
government forces. Between March and
May, the government captured several
towns held by the spLA in southern Sudan,
displacing tens of thousands of civilians. In
July, after spLA assaults on the government-
Controlled city of Juba, government forces
demolished densely populated suburbs,
rendering thousands of people homeless.

Outside the war zones, the authorities
Continued to detain and torture suspected
opponents including members of banned
Political parties, trade unionists, civil ser-
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vants, students, and people from southern
Sudan and the Fur and Nuba communities.
A state of emergency remained in force,
effectively allowing indefinite administra-
tive detention without charge or trial
There were fewer cases of long-term
administrative detention in civil prisons,
but hundreds of instances of detention
without charge for periods of a few weeks
to several months in secret detention cen-
tres known as “ghost houses”. Many of the
detainees were tortured and ill-treated.
Although the government had said that
detainees would be routinely referred to
the judiciary, in practice most detainees
were held exclusively on the authority of
security agencies. In July, 110 prisoners
were released in a presidential amnesty.
More than half were military officers con-
victed of treason after unfair military trials
over the previous three years.

At any one time hundreds of suspected
opponents of the government, including
dozens of prisoners of conscience, were
in prison. Among the prisoners released
during the year was Ahmad Osman Siraj,
a prisoner of conscience and prominent
critic of the government who had been
arrested in 1990. He was released in July
under the presidential amnesty. Eleven
others convicted of treason with him after
an unfair trial in December 1990 were also
released. However, the fate of 28 soldiers
arrested at the same time was unknown
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).

Other prisoners of conscience arrested
in previous years remained in prison
throughout 1992. Among them was
Mokhtar Abdullah Ahmad, a trade unionist
and Communist Party member, detained
without charge since August 1990. Also
still held was ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abdallah
Nugdallah, a former government minister
and member of the Umma Party, who was
sentenced to life imprisonment for treason
after an unfair trial in October 1991 (see
Amnesty International Report 1992). In
July his sentence was commuted to 10
years’ imprisonment.

Hundreds of members of banned politi-
cal parties were arrested during the year.
Tirab Tindal Sultan, a member of the
Umma Party, was arrested in January with
two other men and held uncharged until
September. Members of the Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP) detained in “ghost
houses” included Mirghani Abdel Rahman
Suleiman, a former government minister
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who was arrested in March and released in
November. Hassan Osman and two other
men, all apparently suspected communists,
were arrested in April for distributing a
banned newspaper. They were still in
detention at the end of the year. Thirteen
members of the Ba’ath Arab Socialist Party
were arrested in Khartoum in May; four
were released in July, but the journalist
Mohamed Sid Ahmlad Atiq and eight
others were held without charge or trial
in a “ghost house” until their release in
December.

Scores of trade unionists were arrested
before elections to trade unions’ councils
in September. At least five were still held
incommunicado at the end of the year. The
majority, however, were released within
three or four days. The authorities then
made them report daily to security offices,
where they were generally required to
remain all day. This practice became com-
mon during 1992; hundreds of suspected
government opponents were restricted in
this way.

Hundreds of people suspected of sup-
porting the spLA were detained in western
and southern Sudan, including scores of
men from the Dilling area of the Nuba
mountains. Ahmad Adlan Ibrahim, a
teacher, was among at least five men who
reportedly remained in detention at el-
Obeid Prison at the end of the year, seven
months after their arrest. In the south, at
least 15 civil servants and local politicians
were arrested in October in the govern-
ment-controlled town of Malakal. Criminal
charges were brought against five of them,
eight were reportedly released uncharged
in December, and two remained unaccoun-
ted for at the end of the year.

Torture and ill-treatment of political
detainees was common in “ghost houses”,
in the security headquarters in Khartoum
and in provincial security offices. Prisoners
were beaten, whipped and forced to stand
for long periods. Some were shackled and
suspended from cell walls, sometimes
upside-down, and then beaten on their
testicles or kidneys. There were reports
of prisoners being subjected to electric
shocks.

Suspected government opponents
arrested in the war zones were at particular
risk of torture in military detention centres.
For example, seven wounded spLA soldiers
captured in Juba in June were bound, sus-
pended from the ceiling, beaten and had

| chilli pepper rubbed into their wounds

before they were shot dead.

Cruel, inhuman and degrading punish-
ments were imposed by the courts in
northern Sudan. Unlicensed street vendors

“or people caught brewing alcohol — many

of them displaced people from war zones -
were frequently flogged in public after
summary trials by Public Order Courts. In
October eight men, including a former
High Court judge, were publicly given 20
lashes in Khartoum for drinking alcohol.

At least one possible extrajudicial exe-
cution took place in Khartoum. In October
Abu Bakr Mohy al-Din Rasikh, a known
opponent of the government, was shot
dead by a security officer in an apparently
targeted assassination. The security officer
was arrested by police but at the end of the
year it was unclear whether he remained in
custody.

There were dozens of reports of extraju-
dicial executions and “disappearances” Of
suspected SPLA supporters in the war
zones. In February the government
announced that Daoud Yahya Bolad, an
spLA commander from the Fur community
who was captured in January, had been
shot in Darfur while trying to escape. There
were allegations that he had been extraju-
dicially executed. There were also many
extrajudicial executions in the Nuba moun-
tains. For example, in July troops were
reported to have extrajudicially executed
five men and a woman following an attack
on the village of Oma.

After spLA assaults on Juba in June and
July, government troops arrested hundreds
of southern Sudanese civilians, soldiers
policemen and paramilitary agents. Many
of those arrested “disappeared”: the major-
ity were believed to have been extrajudici-
ally executed. Following the first assault
in June, 40 soldiers were extrajudicially
executed after their commanding officer
and several colleagues defected to the SPLA-
After the second assault in July, around
200 unarmed civilians were reportedly
killed by government soldiers during a
house-to-house search of a densely popu-
lated suburb.

By the end of the year the government
had failed to provide any information on
the whereabouts of most of those arrested
in Juba. However, officials admitted that
Andrew Tombe, a Sudanese employee of
the United States Agency for International
Development, and Mark Laboke Jenner,




who worked for the European Commission,
had been executed in Juba in mid-August.
Officials said they had been sentenced to
death by a military court for treason, but
there was no independent confirmation
that they had received a trial, let alone a
fair trial. In November the government
established a committee chaired by a High
Court judge to investigate the incidents in
Juba in June and July. It had not made any
findings public by the end of the year.

At least one man was executed for a
criminal offence. Colonel ‘Abd al-Rahim
Mohamed Salih was executed by firing-
squad in March after being sentenced to
death in 1990 for embezzling funds from
the army.

At least four people were sentenced to
death for politically motivated offences.
Nasr Hassan Bashir Nasr was sentenced to
death for espionage by a military court
in May. In September three men were
sentenced to death by a criminal court in
ad-Daien after being convicted of waging
war against the state and illegal possession
of firearms. One of the three, Zo al-Noon
al-Tigani, was additionally sentenced to
public crucifixion after death. It was not
known whether they were executed, nor
whether any death sentences were passed
for ordinary criminal offences.

Both factions of the spLa, which had
split in two in August 1991, were responsi-
ble for gross abuses of human rights. In Jan-
uary, 40 prisoners arrested after disputes
within the spLA in previous years were
released by the Torit faction, led by John
Garang de Mabior, but at least 21 other
Prisoners were still held in June. In Sept-
ember, five of them were released after a
mutiny: one, Malath Joseph Luath, was
Shot dead but the others escaped into
Uganda where they were detained by the
Ugandan authorities. The spLA's Nasir fac-
tion, led by Riek Machar, was reported to
be holding prisoners suspected of loyalty
to the Torit faction but few details were
available.

Both factions were responsible for delib-
erate and arbitrary killings and executions
of prisoners. In January forces loyal to the
Nasir faction raided the village of Pagarau
in Bahr al-Ghazal and killed at least 87
civilians, including patients at a leprosy
hospital. In May there were reports that
Torit faction forces were responsible for
the arbitrary killing of civilians of Toposa
ethnic origin in villages around Kapoeta. In
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September spLa soldiers deliberately and
arbitrarily killed four foreign citizens: three
aid workers and a journalist. The Torit fac-
tion blamed mutineers but reports suggest-
ed that forces loyal to the leadership were
responsible.

spLA leaders of both factions executed
their own soldiers. For example, in July the
Torit faction was reported to have executed
at least seven soldiers in lkotos in Eastern
Equatoria.

Amnesty  International  repeatedly
appealed to the Sudanese government on
behalf of prisoners of conscience, politi-
cal detainees denied the right to a fair
trial, victims of torture, “disappearance”
and extrajudicial executions, and those
sentenced to death. In some instances the
government responded to Amnesty Interna-
tional’s appeals, but not in a substantive
manner.

In public statements in August the secu-
rity authorities denied the existence of
“ghost houses”. In the same month an army
spokesman denied that torture was taking
place and said that any detainee was free to
complain to the courts but that none had
done so.

Amnesty International urged both fac-
tions of the SPLA to respect human rights. In
June representatives of the spLa Nasir fac-
tion visited the organization’s International
Secretariat and were urged to investigate
allegations that their troops had committed
deliberate and arbitrary killings and exe-
cuted prisoners.

In March Amnesty International submit-
ted information about its concerns in
Sudan for United Nations (UN) review
under a procedure, established by Eco-
nomic and Social Council Resolutions
728r/1503, for confidential consideration
of communications about human rights
violations. In oral statements to the UN
Commission on Human Rights in February
and to its Sub-Commission on Prevention
of Discrimination and Protection of Minori-
ties in August, Amnesty International
included reference to its concerns in
Sudan. In March and October Amnesty
International submitted information about
violations of human rights guaranteed by
the African Charter on Human and Peo-
ples’ Rights to the African Commission
established under the Charter. In December
the uUN General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion expressing deep concern at serious
human rights violations in the Sudan and
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called on the government fully to respect
human rights. President Omar Hassan al-
Bashir responded by dismissing allegations
of human rights violations as “baseless”.

SURINAME

An amnesty was granted to members of
the military responsible for past viola-
tions of human rights and to members of
armed opposition groups.

A review of the 1987 Constitution was
in progress. In March the National Assem-
bly approved amendments to restrict the
role of the army to national defence and to
combating “organized subversion”. As a
consequence, members of the armed forces
could no longer stand for public office.

Lieutenant-Colonel Desi Bouterse re-
signed from his post as Army Commander
in November. He had effectively ruled
Suriname from 1980 to 1987, when he was
defeated in a general election, and had par-
ticipated in a bloodless coup in 1990 (see
Amnesty International Report 1991).

A peace accord was signed in August
between the government of President
Ronald Venetiaan and armed opposition
groups. The main armed opposition group
- the Jungle Commando - started operating
in 1986 in eastern Suriname with the aim
of overthrowing the military government
then in power. Later, other armed groups
emerged, some allegedly backed by the
military. The conflict continued after the
return to an elected government in 1988.
Several previous attempts to end the armed
| conflict formally had failed.

A vital element of the August peace
accord was the granting of an amnesty to
the military and members of opposition
groups for past actions. The amnesty cov-

ered human rights violations by the mili-
tary, including extrajudicial executions
torture and detention without charge or
trial, and abuses by opposition groups.
There had been no thorough, independent

" investigation into human rights violations

by the armed forces (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Reports 1983 to 1989 and 1991).

Amnesty International wrote to all
members of the National Assembly in June
about their review of the Constitution. The
organization made a number of recommen-
dations aimed at contributing to respect for
fundamental human rights in Suriname.
Amnesty International called for the Con-
stitution to guarantee the rights to freedom
of expression, conscience and religion. It
urged National Assembly members tO
include safeguards prohibiting extrajudi-
cial executions, torture and ill-treatment.
Amnesty International pointed out that
amnesties should not affect the investiga-
tion of past human rights violations and
the bringing to justice of those responsible.
The organization also called for the Consti-
tution to incorporate the abolition of the
death penalty, which had not been used for
over 50 years under ordinary law.

e SSes

The government announced that it intend-
ed to execute prisoners for the first time
since 1983. At least six prisoners were
believed to be under sentence of death at
the end of the year, but no executions
were carried out. A former prisoner O
conscience was subjected to harassment.
There was continuing pressuré
for reform of the tinkhundla system of ind}-
rectly elected government. Although politi®
cal power remained in the hands of the




| monarchy, political parties, all of which
were technically illegal, became increas-
| ingly active during the year.

In September the Minister of Justice
announced that for the first time since 1983
prisoners who had been sentenced to death
would be executed. At least six prisoners
were believed to be under sentence of
death at the end of the year, all of them
convicted of murder, including at least two
people sentenced in 1992. However, no
executions were reported.

Ray Russon, a university lecturer and
former prisoner of conscience, was arrested
in April on charges of theft and released on
bail. In September he was acquitted of at
least one charge but reportedly faced fur-
ther charges. These charges, as well as
other harassment of Ray Russon and his
family, appeared to be related to his advo-
cacy of political change. In 1990 and 1991
he had been repeatedly arrested and either

I charged with treason or detained without
| charge.

The report of a judicial commission of
inquiry into events at the University of
Swaziland campus in November 1990,
when at least 80 students required hospital
treatment as a result of beatings by police
and soldiers (see Amnesty International
Reports 1991 and 1992), was submitted to
the government but had not been made
public by the end of the year.

Amnesty International called on the
government of King Mswati II to commute
the sentences of all those awaiting execu-
tion as a first step towards abolishing the

| death penalty.

L= =S
. SWITZERLAND

Scores of conscientious objectors to mili-
tary service served sentences of imprison-
ment or compulsory work imposed by
military tribunals. The death penalty was
abolished for all offences.
A national referendum held in May
approved a proposal to amend the Federal
| Constitution to introduce a civilian alterna-
tive to military service. However, civilian
service was not available to conscientious
objectors during the year as the text of a
law establishing its nature and length was
still being drawn up.
In June Switzerland acceded to the

SWAZILAND/SWITZERLAND

International Covenants on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights and on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights. In September an amend-
ment to the Military Penal Code came into
force, eliminating the death penalty from
the Code and thus for all offences.

Scores of conscientious objectors were
imprisoned although in several cantons
there was a moratorium on implementing
prison sentences imposed for refusing mili-
tary service. Those sentenced during the
year were tried under the amended Mili-
tary Penal Code introduced in July 1991
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
Under its provisions refusal of military ser-
vice remained a criminal offence. However,
when a military tribunal concluded that a
conscript was unable to reconcile military
service with his conscience because of
“fundamental ethical values”, he was sen-
tenced to a period of work in the public
interest, and did not acquire a criminal
record. The law provided for sentences of
compulsory work ranging from one and a
half times the total length of military ser-
vice refused to two years. Sentences of
compulsory work were not carried out
until after 15 July when the relevant
enabling legislation came into force.

However, a number of conscientious
objectors announced during their trials that
they would not serve sentences of com-
pulsory work. They did not consider that
a sentence imposed by a military tribu-
nal, following a trial for a criminal offence,
constituted a genuine alternative civilian
service.

For example, in February a military tri-
bunal concluded that the sincerity of Nico-
las Carron’s Christian faith and non-violent
philosophy was without question and that

his refusal of military service was based on |
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“fundamental ethical values”. Nicolas Car-
ron, who had refused military service after
completing initial military service training
and seven refresher courses, rejected a sen-
tence of compulsory work and started a
two-month prison sentence in June.

Some tribunals apparently used a rather
narrow interpretation of what constituted
“fundamental ethical values” irreconcil-
able with military service. Conscientious
objectors who failed to convince the tri-
bunals that they qualified for a sentence of
compulsory work and those who declared
that they would not carry out such a sen-
tence were liable to up to three years’
imprisonment. In practice, sentences of up
to 10 months' imprisonment were passed.

Some imprisoned conscientious objec-
tors had been tried before the introduction
of the amended Military Penal Code in July
1991. During the year Stefan Hasinger, who
had refused military service on ethical and
pacifist grounds but declared his willing-
ness to carry out an alternative civilian
service, served a seven-month sentence
imposed in September 1989. The military
tribunal had acknowledged the presence of
certain ethical considerations, but had con-
cluded that his reasons for refusing mili-
tary service were predominantly egoistic
and political.

Amnesty International appealed for the
release of prisoners of conscience and
expressed concern that under the July 1991
amendment to the Military Penal Code
people continued to be punished for refus-
ing military service on grounds of con-
science. The organization welcomed the
constitutional amendment establishing the
principle of a civilian alternative to com-
pulsory military service. It said this was a
first essential step towards the introduction
of a genuine alternative civilian service,
outside the military system and of a non-
punitive nature, available to conscripts
objecting to military service on all grounds
of conscience.

SYRIA

New arrests of political prisoners were
reported and thousands of others, includ-
ing prisoners of conscience, remained
held. Some were serving prison sentences
but the majority were held without charge
or trial under state of emergency legisla-

tion in force since 1963. Other political
prisoners were held beyond the expiry
of their sentences. Up to 1,500 political
prisoners, including prisoners of con-

science, were released. Torture was re-

ported and two political detainees were
alleged to have died as a result of torture
and lack of medical care. Six people were

executed.
B
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Hundreds of political detainees, includ-
ing prisoners of conscience, were reported
to have been transferred to prisons in or
near Damascus in preparation for trial
before the Supreme State Security Court.
More than 150 appeared before the court.
This apparently represented a shift in the
policy of President Hafez al-Assad’s gov-
ernment towards ending the long-standing
practice of holding political suspects
indefinitely without charge or trial. The
Supreme State Security Court is a special
court which does not conform to Syrian
law relating to criminal procedure or inter-
national human rights standards for fair
trial. By the end of the year, only one trial
had been concluded.

Scores of new arrests of political sus-
pects were reported and several thousand
political prisoners, including at least 199
prisoners of conscience, remained held-
More than 200 Syrian Kurds were report-
edly arrested in October and November
after the joint leadership of three Kurdish
political groups in Syria issued a leaflet on
5 October to mark the 30th anniversary of a
law which stripped tens of thousands of
Kurds of their Syrian nationality. At least
30 of them remained in detention at the en
of the year, including ‘Ala‘uddin Hamam
Ahmad and Ibrahim Wiso Buzan. Most of
the others were released after interrogation-

Ten of the 195 prisoners of conscienc®



were serving prison sentences of between
five and 10 years, but the overwhelming
majority of political prisoners, including
prisoners of conscience, were detained
without charge or trial.

The 10 sentenced prisoners of con-
science were among at least 17 people
arrested between December 1991 and
January 1992 in connection with the Com-
mittees for the Defence of Democratic Free-
doms and Human Rights in Syria (cDF), a
banned voluntary organization (see
Amnesty International Report 1992). The
17 were tried by the Supreme State Secur-
ity Court between 29 February and 17
March. The trial was held mainly in cam-
era and defence lawyers were reportedly
denied prior consultation with the defen-
dants. The evidence produced by the pros-
ecution consisted mainly of confessions,
said to have been extracted under torture,
and copies of a cDF leaflet issued in 1991.
Three of the 17 were acquitted and
released. Four were convicted of withhold-
ing information by failing to inform the
authorities about cDF activities. They were
sentenced to three years’ imprisonment,
but were released in May. The remaining
10 were convicted of disseminating false
information (in a cpF leaflet which criti-
cized the government's human rights
record and the procedure used for re-
electing President al-Assad) and of receiv-
ing funds from abroad (reportedly referring
to money sent to one of the defendants,
Aktham Nu‘aysa, by a brother in Europe).
They were sentenced to between five and
10 years’ imprisonment with deprivation of
civil rights. No appeal was allowed as the
Supreme State Security Court’s decisions
are final.

The several thousand other political
Prisoners included suspected members and
sympathizers of prohibited organizations,
members of professional associations and
former government officials and their sup-
porters. Virtually all were held without
charge or trial. Some were arrested in 1992
but most had been held for many years.

Fourteen prisoners of conscience, all
former members of the official Ba‘th Party,
including government ministers, continued
to be detained without charge or trial (see
previous Amnesty International Reports).
All were reported to be in poor health.
However, three others from this group of
detainees, including Dr Nour al-Din al-
Atassi, a former head of state, were

SYRIA

released during the year, reportedly
because they were seriously ill. Dr al-
Atassi died of cancer in December, three
months after his release. Up to 40 other
supporters of the official Ba‘th Party, as
well as members of Hizb al-Ba‘th al-
Dimugqrati al-Ishtiraki al-‘Arabi, the Arab
Socialist Democratic Ba‘th Party, a prohib-
ited political organization, remained in
prison without trial. One of them, Ahmad
Suwaidani, has been held since 1969 (see
Amnesty International Report 1990). The
others were arrested in the 1970s and
1980s.

At least 250 members and sympathizers
of Hizb al-Amal al-Shuyu'i, Party for Com-
munist Action (pca), including prisoners of
conscience, remained in detention: they
had been arrested at various times between
1980 and 1992 (see previous Amnesty
International Reports). More than 150 of
them were charged with membership of or
links with a secret organization, the pca,
and brought before the Supreme State
Security Court between July and December.
They were represented by 12 lawyers cho-
sen by their relatives, but the lawyers were
said to have been denied access to the
defendants before the trial. Access to the
hearings was apparently limited to one
family member per defendant. Some of the
defendants were reported to have protested
against their long-term detention without
trial, their appearance before a special
court, and the denial of their right to a fair
trial. The hearings had not been concluded
by the end of the year and were scheduled
to continue in 1993 and to include the
defendants in the case who had not yet
appeared before the court.

About 12 other suspected pcA members
were arrested during 1992, including Rozit
‘Isa, who was arrested in February. She
was held in incommunicado detention and
her whereabouts were unknown. She had
previously been detained between 1978
and 1980 in connection with the pca.
Her husband, Akram al-Bunni, has been
detained without charge or trial since 1987.

At least seven members of Nasserist
groups were imprisoned. Ahmed Ma‘tuq,
an employee of Damascus City Council,
and Marwan Ghazi, owner of a publishing
house, were arrested in March reportedly
in connection with al-Tanzim al-Sha'bi al-
Dimugrati al-Nasiri, the Nasserist Democ-
ratic Popular Organization (NDP0), and held
incommunicado. The others were believed
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to be held in ‘Adra Civil Prison. They had
been arrested between 1981 and 1987 in
connection with Hizb al-Ittihad al-Arabi
al-Ishtiraki fi-Suriya, the Arab Socialist
Union Party in Syria, and the NDPO.

Some 35 members of al-Hizb al-Shuyu'i
al-Maktab al-Siyassi, Communist Party
Political Bureau (cppB), and dozens of
members of professional associations were
believed to be still held without trial. It
was reported that some of these detainees
were being interrogated in preparation for
trial before the Supreme State Security
Court, but none was known to have been
tried by the end of the year. The cppB mem-
bers held included many of the party’s
leaders, including the First Secretary, Riad
al-Turk, who has been held incommuni-
cado since 1980. Detained members of pro-
fessional associations were mainly doctors
and engineers arrested in 1980 and 1981
following a one-day strike by various pro-
fessional associations calling for political
reforms (see previous Amnesty Internation-
al Reports). The whereabouts of most of
them were unknown.

Several thousand suspected members of
the banned Muslim Brotherhood, al-
‘Ikhwan al-Muslimun, remained held. Most
were arrested in the 1970s and early 1980s
following violent clashes between the orga-
nization’s armed wing and government
forces (see previous Amnesty International
Reports). Many were apparently not
involved in violent activities and were
arrested solely as suspected members or
sympathizers of the organization. Others
were said to have been arrested because of
their family links to active members of the
Muslim Brotherhood. All were believed to
be held without charge or trial, and most of
them were apparently denied access to the
outside world. The fate and whereabouts
of many remained unknown. For example,
al-Hakam Karkoukli, a former student ar-
rested in 1977, had not been seen by his
family since 1979, when he was in al-
Mezze Military Prison. Until 1990, when
his family was told by former prisoners
that he was being held in Saidnaya Prison,
they had no knowledge of his whereabouts.

Scores of Lebanese and Palestinians
arrested in Lebanon or Syria as suspected
members of Lebanese and Palestinian orga-
nizations were held. Some were arrested in
1992, but the majority had been detained
for years, some since the mid-1970s. The
Lebanese detainees included Samih ‘Abd

al-Rahman Muneymana, a businessman
who was reportedly abducted from West
Beirut in June 1976. His whereabouts
remained unknown until April 1992, when

.a former detainee informed his family that

he was in a prison in Damascus. He was
apparently suspected of having links with
the pro-Iraq wing of the Ba‘'th Party in
Lebanon. Among the Palestinian detainees
was a 65-year-old woman, Shaykha Salim
‘Abd al-Khaliq al-Hayek, and her daughter
Yusra, held since 1986. They were arrested
in Damascus reportedly on suspicion of
having links with the Palestine Liberation
Organization.

Other political prisoners continued to
be held beyond the expiry of their sen-
tences. Among them was Khalil Brayez, a
former captain and intelligence officer in
the Syrian army whose 15-year prison sen-
tence expired in 1985. He was believed to
be held in al-Mezze Military Prison.

Up to 1,500 long-term detainees, includ-
ing some prisoners of conscience, were
released during the year. Hundreds were
released at the beginning of the year as a
result of a presidential amnesty in Decem-
ber 1991 (see Amnesty International Report
1992) and 1,154 were released in April and
December following two presidential
amnesties. Among those released were
Palestinians, Lebanese, and members and
sympathizers of the pca, cppB, the pro-Iraq
wing of the Ba‘th Party and the Muslim
Brotherhood. Also released were two Jew-
ish brothers, Eli and Selim Swed, who
were serving prison sentences (see
Amnesty International Report 1992).

Torture of political detainees in incom-
municado detention was reported. For
example, two of those sentenced in early
1992 in connection with the cpr, Aktham
Nu‘aysa and Nizar Nayyuf, were reported
to have been tortured in pre-trial incommu-
nicado detention: as a result Aktham
Nu‘aysa was admitted to hospital. Indepen-
dent observers at the trial said Aktham
Nu‘aysa was unable to walk into the court-
room unaided.

Two political detainees were alleged to
have died in custody as a result of torture
or ill-treatment combined with lack ©
medical care. Munir al-Ahmad, a poet an_d
writer aged 60, died in January after siX
months in detention. Rifat bin Ahma
Rajab, an electrician, reportedly died in
‘Adra Civil Prison in April of a heart condi-
tion brought on by torture and lack of med-




ical treatment. He had been detairted as a
suspected NDPO member since 1986. No
inquiries into the two deaths in custody or
other torture allegations were known to
have been carried out by the government.

Six people were executed by hanging:
four in April, one in August and one in
November. Two had been convicted of
murder and rape, three of murder, and one
of murder and armed robbery. No details
about their trials were available.

Amnesty International continued to call
for the immediate and unconditional
release of all prisoners of conscience, and
for the fair and prompt trial or release of all
political detainees. It welcomed the releas-
es of up to 1,500 political detainees under
presidential amnesties and asked the
authorities for details of those released, but
without response.

During the year Amnesty International
urged the government to end the use of the
death penalty and torture, and appealed for
urgent investigations into new allegations
of torture and the two deaths in custody.

Amnesty International made several
appeals to the government to respect
detainees’ rights, in accordance with inter-
national standards, and urged the immedi-
ate and unconditional release of all those
held solely for the non-violent expression
of their beliefs. In March the Office of the
Vice President told Amnesty International
that the 17 coF members tried before the
Supreme State Security Court were being
prosecuted not because they were members
of the cpr, “...but because of their
involvement with an underground organi-
zation that adopts violence and terrorism
as means to achieve its goals.” However, no
such charges were known to have been
brought against any of the defendants.

In February Amnesty International
sought authorization to send observers to
the trial of the cboF members, but this was
not granted. However, in December two
Amnesty International delegates visited
Damascus to observe the trials which were
taking place before the Supreme State
Security Court. The hearings were post-
Poned before the delegates arrived, but
they obtained information about the cases
from government officials, the court judges,
defence lawyers and relatives of some of
the defendants. At the end of December,
Amnesty International was studying the
delegates’ findings with a view to commu-
nicating its concerns and recommendations

SYRIA/TADZHIKISTAN

about the proceedings to the government.

In July Amnesty International published
a report, Syria: Long-Term Detention and
Torture of Political Prisoners, which
described the pattern of gross violations of
prisoners’ rights under state of emergency
legislation.

In oral statements to the United Nations
(UN) Commission on Human Rights in Feb-
ruary and to its Sub-Commission on Pre-
vention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities in August, Amnesty Internation-
al included reference to its concerns about
detention provisions under the State of
Emergency Law and the practice
of indefinite incommunicado detention in
Syria. In April Amnesty International sub-
mitted information about its concerns in
Syria for UN review under a procedure
established by Economic and Social Coun-
cil Resolutions 728r/1503, for confidential
consideration of communications about
human rights violations.

TADZHIKISTAN
- - N &

Unarmed civilians and Commonwealth of
Independent States (cis) military person-
nel were reportedly deliberately killed by
members of the security forces and armed
groups subordinate to the government. A
political prisoner was denied adequate
access to defence counsel.

Tadzhikistan’s independence, declared
in September 1991, was recognized inter-
nationally following the dissolution of the
Soviet Union. Tadzhikistan became a mem-
ber of the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe in January and the
United Nations in March.

In May, following protests in the capital,
Dushanbe, President Rakhmon Nabiyev
included opposition politicians in a coali-
tion government. In September President
Nabiyev was forced to resign and parlia-
mentary speaker Akbarsho Iskandarov
became acting Head of State. He was
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with Imamali
parliamentary

replaced in November,
Rakhmanov  becoming
speaker and Head of State.

In separate incidents in May, during
armed conflict between supporters and
opponents of President Nabiyev, nine
reportedly unarmed demonstrators and two
members of the cis armed forces were said
to have been deliberately shot dead in
Dushanbe by members of the security
forces loyal to the President. cis armed
forces were at that time maintaining a
declared position of neutrality.

Armed conflict continued for the rest of
the year, principally in the Kulyab and
Kurgan-Tyube regions of  southern
Tadzhikistan. Armed groups were divided
along both political and clan lines.
Officials estimated that up to 20,000 people
were killed and more than 420,000 people
fled their homes in the conflict zones.
There were reports of deliberate killings of
unarmed civilians by the rival armed
groups. In December, following the fall of
Dushanbe to forces loyal to the administra-
tion of Imamali Rakhmanov, there were
reports of the extrajudicial execution in the
city of dozens of unarmed civilians sus-
pected of supporting the opposition. Forces
subordinate to the Ministry of Internal
Affairs reportedly targeted for summary
execution people from the Pamir and Garm
regions of eastern Tadzhikistan as well as
independent journalists.

Political prisoner Maksud lkramov, a
former mayor of Dushanbe who was iden-
tified with the opposition to President
Nabiyev, was denied adequate access to
defence counsel in the weeks immediately
following his detention in March on cor-
ruption charges. Maksud Ikramov was
released in October and the charges against
him were dropped.

The death penalty remained in force for
18 peacetime offences. No death sentences
were known to have been passed. Figures
made available to Amnesty International
during the year by the cis Statistical Com-
mittee indicated that six death sentences
had been passed in 1990 in Tadzhikistan
and six in 1991. There had been one execu-
tion in 1990 and none in 1991. Execution
is by shooting.

In June Amnesty International ex-
pressed concern to the government about
the reportedly deliberate killing by mem-
bers of the security forces of unarmed
demonstrators and cis military personnel

in May, and welcomed the establishment
of an official commission to investigate
these and other killings in Dushanbe. In
December Amnesty International expressed

, concern about the reported extrajudicial

executions of people from the Pamir and
Garm regions and independent journalists.
The organization called on the government
to undertake a full and impartial investiga-
tion, and to take all measures necessary to
ensure that forces under government con-
trol were aware of and conformed to inter-
national standards on the use of force.
Amnesty International raised with the

authorities the issue of Maksud lkramov’s
access to defence counsel, and continued
to press for the abolition of the death
penalty.

TAIWAN

Ten prisoners of conscience and possible
prisoners of conscience were released fol-
lowing amendment of the Criminal Code:
At least 16 people were sentenced t0
death and five executions were known t0
have been carried out.

Article 100 of the Criminal Code, which
covers offences against the internal secur-
ity of the state, was amended in May with
the effect that it may now be used to pun-
ish only those who engage in violent activl-
ties. Twelve political prisoners, includin8
seven prisoners of conscience, Wwert
released as a result and over 240 other
pending cases were dropped.

The National Security Law was also
amended in July to provide that only thosé
citizens who have resorted to violence
against the state or travelled illegally to the
People’s Republic of China may in futuré




be refused entry into Taiwan. Subse-
quently, 277 government critics resident
abroad had restrictions on their return to
Taiwan lifted. In July provisions banning
the advocacy of communism or division of
the national territory were removed from
the Law on Organization of Civil Groups
and the Law on Assembly and Demonstra-
tions. Before the revision, it was an offence
for any political organization to advocate
the establishment of a Taiwanese state offi-
cially separate from China.

In February a regulation was introduced
to punish prosecutors responsible for
unlawful detentions. In April the Judicial
Yuan (Council) and the Ministry of Justice
ordered all judges and prosecutors to
resign from their posts in political parties
to safeguard judicial independence.

The Taiwan Garrison Command was
formally disbanded in August; from its for-
mation in 1958 until the lifting of martial
law in 1987 it had been responsible for
the arrest, interrogation and torture of
hundreds of political prisoners, including
prisoners of conscience; for conducting
prosecutions in many cases; and for carry-
ing out executions.

Four prisoners of conscience were
released in May following the amendment
of Article 100 of the Criminal Code provi-
sions on internal security: they were Huang
Hua, Kuo Pei-hung, Lee Ying-yuan and
Wang Kang-lu. Six possible prisoners of
conscience were also released following
the amendment: Chiang Kai-shih, Chou
Wu-chien and Hsu Lung-chun in May;
Chen Cheng-ran, Lin Yin-fu, Wang Hsiu-
hui in July. All had been arrested for sup-
porting the formation of an independent
Taiwanese state; three had also been con-
victed of illegally entering Taiwan in viola-
tion of a ban on their return (see Amnesty
International Report 1992).

At least one political trial appeared to
fall short of international fair trial stand-
ards. Chang Tsan-hung, who was accused
of sedition and attempted murder, was sen-
tenced to 10 years’ imprisonment in June,
reduced to five years under a 1988 Clem-
ency Statute. The sole evidence against
him was the “confession” of an alleged ac-
complice who had been interrogated under
duress by the military authorities in 1977.
In September the Supreme Court upheld
Chang Tsan-hung’s appeal on the grounds
that there was no evidence to convict him
and returned the case to the High Court for

TAWAN/TANZANIA

retrial. There were reports that Chang
Tsan-hung did not receive adequate medi-
cal care in prison. The Taiwan High Court
released him on bail in October, citing
medical reasons.

The death penalty continued to be
applied for a wide range of criminal
offences. At least 16 death sentences were
imposed, five of which were known to
have been carried out. Amnesty Interna-
tional was concerned about ethical issues
raised by the use of organs from executed
prisoners for transplant operations, includ-
ing the risk that the need for such organs
might affect the timing of executions and
that death row prisoners might become an
accepted source of organs, which would
impede reform or abolition of the death
penalty laws. In June the legislative Yuan
(Council) amended the law on corruption
to remove the death penalty. In July it also
amended the law prohibiting the use, man-
ufacture and distribution of drugs and the
law prohibiting smuggling to make the
death penalty a discretionary rather than
mandatory punishment.

In April Amnesty International wrote to
Vice-Premier Shih Chi-yang urging him to
ensure that the planned revision of Article
100 of the Criminal Code guaranteed free-
dom of expression and association. In June
it wrote to the Minister of Justice express-
ing concern about the fairness of Chang
Tsan-hung’s trial and about his health. The
authorities responded in August that
Chang Tsan-hung’s trial had complied with
due process of law and that his applica-
tions for medical bail had been reviewed
by a court. In October Amnesty Interna-
tional wrote to the authorities seeking clari-
fication of the revisions of the laws under
which prisoners of conscience had been
detained and of the amended laws restrict-
ing the use of the death penalty. No
response had been received by the end of
the year.

TANZANIA

More than a dozen supporters of oppo-
sition political parties were briefly im-
prisoned as prisoners of conscience. A
prominent government opponent con-
tinued to face charges brought for pol-
itical reasons. At least one prisoner was
sentenced to death.

279




280

E
E
i

TANZANIA/THAILAND

In February a presidential commission
recommended the ending of the one-party
state. In May both Union and Zanzibar par-
liaments endorsed legislation amending
the Constitution to allow political parties
in addition to the ruling Chama cha
Mapinduzi (ccMm), Party of the Revolution.
Political activity continued to be restricted
by regulations governing the registration of
new political parties and the organization
of meetings. New political parties were
allowed to hold public meetings only if
they were licensed by local government
officials called Area Commissioners, the
majority of whom were ccM members
appointed by the central government. By
the end of the year over 20 political parties
had been registered.

Early in the year, before the constitu-
tional amendments approved in May, a
number of non-violent opponents of the
government were briefly detained, continu-
ing the pattern of harassment of multi-
party activists noted in previous years (see
Amnesty International Reports 1991 and
1992). In February, 15 men were detained
for 24 hours on Zanzibar, reportedly on
suspicion of holding an illegal meeting.
They included several men who were well-
known for their opposition to the ccwm,
some of whom had been detained without
charge or trial during 1990. The arrests fol-
lowed a public announcement by Salmin
Amour, the President of Zanzibar, that any-
one found “instigating” people against the
ccM would be arrested.

In July Christopher Mtikila and three
other men were sentenced to nine months’
imprisonment after holding a recruiting
meeting for the Democratic Party in
Dodoma. The meeting had been denied

| official permission and was illegal because

the party was not then registered. In mid-
September the four prisoners of conscience
were released on appeal.

Seif Shariff Hamad, a former chief min-

.ister of Zanzibar and a leading Zanzibari

nationalist, continued to face charges of
illegal possession of government docu-
ments (see Amnesty International Report
1992). The charges had been brought in
1989 and Seif Shariff Hamad had been
released on bail in December 1991. In
December 1992 he petitioned the appeal
court for the charges to be dropped. No
decision had been reached by the end of
the year.

At least one man was sentenced tO
death for murder. There were no reports of
executions.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment to release prisoners of conscience
and appealed for the commutation of all
death sentences.

THAILAND

Fifty-two unarmed demonstrators were
killed, hundreds injured and scores “dis-
appeared” when demonstrations were
violently suppressed by the security
forces in May; over 3,000 people, many of
them prisoners of conscience, were briefly
detained and many were tortured or ill-
treated. At least one prisoner of con-
science was held throughout the year.
Four Burmese nationals “disappeared”
from police custody. At least two people
were sentenced to death but no executions
were reported. '

Elections were held in March. In April
General Suchinda Khraprayun was ap-
pointed Prime Minister by the ruling coali-
tion of five pro-military political parties:
General Suchinda was Commander-in-
Chief of the army and one of the leaders of
the 1991 military coup that overthrew the
previous elected government.

Protests at the appointment of General
Suchinda, who was not an elected member
of parliament, began in April and gathered
strength through May. Major-General Cham-
long Srimuang, a member of parliament
and former governor of Bangkok, went 011 |
hunger-strike for several days and le
numerous peaceful protest rallies. There
were almost daily demonstrations of over




100,000 people in Bangkok between 4 and
10 May.

On 17 May an estimated 200,000 pro-
testers tried to march towards Government
House. They were met by armed security
forces who used water cannons and trun-
cheons in unsuccessful attempts to dis-
perse them. Early in the morning of 18 May
troops opened fire with automatic weapons
directly on the crowd, killing several
unarmed protesters and injuring dozens.
The violence continued throughout the
day; in the evening troops in full combat
gear were filmed shooting directly into the
crowd at head height. There were also
widespread reports of people being deliber-
ately shot by police and soldiers in side
streets near the demonstrations. Dozens of
people were killed, including possible vic-
tims of extrajudicial executions, and hun-
dreds were injured both by gunshot and
truncheon beatings. A state of emergency
was declared in Bangkok and surrounding
Provinces.

On the morning of 19 May troops
stormed the Royal Hotel where demonstra-
tors were seeking refuge. They kicked and
beat dozens of the protesters as they lay
prone on the ground. Between 2,500 and
3,000 people were arrested during the day,
many of whom were reportedly beaten
while being transported to detention
Centres. Peaceful anti-government protests
Spread to many other parts of Thailand.

On 20 May the constitutional monarch,
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, appealed on
television for General Suchinda and Major-
General Chamlong to negotiate a settlement
to the crisis. Major-General Chamlong and
Some 3,300 others were released from
detention. General Suchinda promised to
support a constitutional amendment

THAILAND

requiring the prime minister to be an
elected member of parliament and Major-
General Chamlong publicly appealed for a
halt to street demonstrations.

On 23 May General Suchinda an-
nounced a sweeping amnesty decree which
apparently exonerated not only demonstra-
tors but also members of the security forces
who had perpetrated human rights viola-
tions. The decree was ruled to be constitu-
tional by a Constitutional Tribunal in July.
In October the newly elected House of Rep-
resentatives unanimously overturned the
amnesty decree. However, the new govern-
ment again submitted the decree to the
Constitutional Tribunal, which ruled in
November that it was legally binding.

On 24 May General Suchinda resigned
as prime minister and the state of emer-
gency was lifted two days later. Compensa-
tion for victims of the violent suppression
was ordered in late May. Interim Prime
Minister Anand Panyarachan dissolved
parliament in June and called elections for
September. The elections were won by an
anti-military coalition and Chuan Leekpai,
leader of the Democrat Party, became
Prime Minister.

According to official reports, 52 people
were killed and 696 others were injured
during the suppression of the demonstra-
tions between 17 and 20 May, and 84
people “disappeared” after being detained.
Unofficial sources, however, suggested the
true number of “disappeared” was con-
siderably higher. Troops fired directly at
demonstrators on at least two occasions: at
4.15 am and at 10.30 pm on 18 May. Many
of those killed or injured were shot in the
back. There were also frequent reports of
individuals being shot by members of the
security forces in side streets in various
areas of Bangkok during the series of
demonstrations. Some of these reports
were corroborated by forensic evidence
showing that victims had been shot at
point-blank range, and indicated that many
of those killed may have been victims of
extrajudicial executions.

At least 3,300 demonstrators were
detained between 17 and 20 May, many of
whom appeared to have been prisoners of
conscience. Among the detainees were
Major-General Chamlong and other dem-
onstration leaders. Detainees were held
in Bangkhen Police Academy, where wit-
nesses saw prisoners being beaten by
police commandos, and at Lad Yao Prison.
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All were released uncharged by 21 May.

In the weeks after the military crack-
down in Bangkok, pro-democracy activists
received death threats and were harassed
in other ways. For example, demonstration
leader Prateep Ungsongtham Hata received
letters and telephone calls threatening that
her home and office would be bombed. An
army spokesman denied that military hit
squads were tracking the movements of
pro-democracy leaders, but the military did
not publicly condemn the death threats.

Two committees were set up by the gov-
ernment to investigate the events of 17 to
20 May and determine the whereabouts of
the “disappeared”. However, they were not
given the power to subpoena witnesses and
were therefore obliged to rely on the mili-
tary officials and others involved to co-
operate. Repeated but unconfirmed reports
alleged that troops had removed the bodies
of protesters and buried them at secret sites
in military installations and elsewhere.
Dr Pradit Charoenthaithawee, Rector of
Mahidol University, who chaired a sub-
committee to investigate the fate of missing
people, received death threats after saying
he had information about secret mass
graves at military installations. The threats
stopped once he resigned from the sub-
committee.

The parliamentary and government
committees found that military comman-
ders had exercised poor judgment and used
excessive force in controlling the demon-
strations. Another committee set up by the
Ministry of Defence to investigate the role
of military commanders submitted findings
to the interim Prime Minister in July. Sev-
eral senior military leaders were subse-
quently transferred from their posts, as
were commanders directly in charge of
troops in Bangkok in May.

At least one prisoner of conscience,
Chana Srikiatsak, was held throughout the
year (see Amnesty International Report
1992).

A warrant was still being pursued for
the arrest of prominent social critic Sulak
Sivaraksa on charges of lese-majesty after a
speech in 1991 in which he described
members of the Royal Family as “ordinary
people” (see Amnesty International Report
1992). He would be considered a prisoner
of conscience if arrested.

In August the Criminal Court acquitted
13 members of the Patiwat (Revolutionary)

! Council charged with inciting unrest in

1989, including Prasert Sapsunthorn (see
Amnesty International Reports 1991 and
1992).

Four Burmese nationals were reported
to have “disappeared” from police custody
in Ranong. Than Soe, Aung Kyaw and two
others were arrested by police in May on
suspicion of being illegal immigrants from
Myanmar (Burma). The bodies of two
unidentified people, believed to be those of
Than Soe and Aung Kyaw, were later
found outside Ranong: they bore marks of
violent injury. No official investigation was
known to have been carried out.

No further information came to light
about the “disappeared” labour leader
Thanong Po-arn (see Amnesty Internation-
al Report 1992). A government-appoirlted
committee concluded in August that there
was no evidence that he was still alive.

At least two death sentences were
imposed: one on a man convicted of mur-
der and another for drug-trafficking. The
death sentence on another man, Thonchal
Tikham, sentenced to death for murder in
1988, was upheld by the Supreme Court in
July: this was subsequently commuted to
life imprisonment by a Royal Pardon
Decree. Fifty other prisoners had thelr
death sentences commuted to life impris-
onment under a royal amnesty in August t0
mark the Queen's birthday. A total of 108
convicted prisoners were then reported t0
remain under sentence of death. No execu-
tions were known to have been carried out

Ten Chinese asylum-seekers were
detained and reported in August to be i
imminent danger of being forcibly returned
to China, where they would be at risk 0
serious human rights violations. Eight had
been arrested in April on charges of illega’
entry into Thailand. Li Maolong and Li
Suwen were detained by police in Bangkok
on 3 June as they prepared to hold a cere-
mony to commemorate thit third anniver-
sary of the Tiananmen Square massacre:
All 10 were members of a dissident politi-
cal group, the China Alliance for Demo
cracy (cap), and had been active in tl}e
pro-democracy movement in China I
1989. One of them, Lin Jingze, was forcibly
returned to China in September. At the end
of the year, Li Maolong and Li Suwenl
remained in detention but the fate of the
others was not known.

Amnesty International appealed on 18
May for the release of Major-General Cham”
long and other prisoners of conscience an




for the government to instruct the security
forces not to use unnecessary force against
unarmed demonstrators. It continued to
express its concern about the excessive use
of force in suppressing the demonstrations
and to appeal for prompt and thorough
investigations. On 27 May it welcomed the
release of some 3,000 people imprisoned
for their peaceful political activity during
the May demonstrations, and urged that no
amnesty should be granted which would
preclude the bringing to justice of those
responsible for human rights violations.
Amnesty International representatives
visited Thailand in June and met govern-
ment officials to express concern about
the human rights violations committed
by security forces during the May demon-
strations. Amnesty International urged the

government to bring to justice those
responsible for extrajudicial executions,
torture and “disappearances”, and to

ensure that the amnesty decree issued by
former Prime Minister Suchinda did not
allow human rights violators to evade jus-
tice. Amnesty International welcomed the
establishment of investigative committees,
but urged that they should be empowered
to subpoena witnesses, enter military
installations and other official premises,
and obtain all the information they
required.

In October Amnesty International pub-
lished Thailand: The Massacre in Bangkok,
which described the May events and subse-
quent related human rights developments.
It set out a series of recommendations for
Preventing such human rights violations in
the future.

Amnesty International also urged the
authorities to clarify the cases of “disap-
Pearance” of Burmese nationals; not to
feturn the 10 Chinese asylum-seekers to
China against their will; and to commute
all death sentences.

F e e 1
TOGO

The authorities failed to take any steps to
investigate past human rights violations
or to bring those responsible to justice.
Two urmed forces officers suspected of
opposition to the President were detained
without charge and reportedly tortured.
Opposition leaders were subjected to
assassination attempts in which the army
was implicated; two were killed.

THAILAND/TOGO

Political instability and violence in-
tensified, with continuing rivalry between
President Gnassingbé Eyadéma, backed by
the army, and Prime Minister Joseph
Kokou Koffigoh. Support for the Prime
Minister was strongest in the south, while
the President and the army were identified
principally with the north. Prime Minister
Koffigoh had been appointed by the
National Conference in 1991 to head a tran-
sitional government until elections sched-
uled for 1992. After initially surrendering
some of his power as a result of army
action against him in late 1991 (see
Amnesty International Report 1992), Prime
Minister Koffigoh’s authority was eroded
further during 1992, with President Eya-
déma regaining control of much of the
machinery of government. This process
culminated in an amendment to the draft
constitution allowing President Eyadéma
to stand for presidential election without
having first to resign from the army. The
transitional period was extended to the end
of the year when elections, originally
scheduled for early 1992, were again post-
poned.

A new Constitution was endorsed by
referendum in September. In October mem-
bers of the transitional executive body
were briefly taken hostage by the army
until they agreed to unfreeze assets of
the former ruling party led by President
Eyadéma. Two lieutenants were excluded
from the army, apparently for their role in
the hostage-taking. A general strike which
began in mid-November was continuing at
the end of the year: it was called by the
opposition to demand the resignation of
President Eyadéma following his refusal to
accept Prime Minister Koffigoh’s decision
to dismiss two ministers, both members of
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the former ruling party, from his govern-
ment.

Although substantial new evidence had
come to light during 1991 about violations
of human rights committed while President
Eyadéma had been in power (see Amnesty
International Report 1992), no steps were
taken to investigate further the reports of
arbitrary detention, torture and extrajudi-
cial executions or to bring those respons-
ible to justice. This lack of action, which
amounted to granting impunity to soldiers
and others responsible for human rights
violations, was a direct result of the pol-
itical situation, with supporters of the
Prime Minister expressing fear that further
investigations of reported violations might
provoke the army to seize power. Army
spokesmen described the reports of viola-
tions as fabrications and lies.

There were several reports of prisoners
being tortured in military custody. In July
Captain Esso Charles Pello, former head of
the military intelligence service, was arrest-
ed in the capital, Lomé. He was apparently
suspected of links with the President’s
political opponents and of having sensitive
information about the role of soldiers in
human rights violations. He was held
incommunicado at the gendarmerie head-
quarters in the northern town of Kara,
where he was reportedly beaten and tor-
tured with electric shocks, and deprived of
food until he went into a coma. Rumours
then circulated that he was dead. The Pres-
idency later circulated a letter signed by
Captain Pello which stated that reports of
his death were incorrect and that he had
simply been transferred to a new posting in
the army.

Another soldier, Corporal Nikabou Bik-
agni, was arrested in October by the gen-
darmerie in Aflao, on the border with
Ghana. The Presidency reported that he
had confessed to carrying weapons and
explosives with a view to bombing civilian
targets in Lomé. There were signs that his
confession was made as a result of torture
and that the real reason for his arrest was
his perceived support for Prime Minister
Koffigoh. A few days later his father and
brother were arrested; they remained held
without charge at a prison in Bassar, north-
ern Togo, at the end of the year. Corporal
Bikagni also remained in custody in Lomé.

Prominent members of the opposition
faced a new pattern of assassinations and
assassination attempts during the year, in

| which the armed forces appeared to be
involved. In May four people, including Dr
Marc Atipede, a leading government oppo-
nent, were killed, and another opponent,
Gilchrist Olympio, was seriously injured
when their motorcade was ambushed by
gunmen in northern Togo while they were
travelling to a political rally. Gilchrist
Olympio, the son of a former president
deposed by President Eyadéma and assassi-
nated, was president of the Union des
forces de changement (urc), Union of the
Forces for Change, a coalition of 10 opposi-
tion parties; Dr Atipede was the leader of

one of the coalition parties. An inquiry into I

the incident was conducted by the Paris-
based Fédération internationale des droits
de I'’homme (FiDH), International Federation
of Human Rights, at the request of Prime
Minister Koffigoh and a Togolese human
rights group. The FIDH, whose representat-
ives visited Togo in June, concluded that
the army had probably planned and carried
out the attack with the complicity of the
highest levels of the army command.
found circumstantial evidence of soldiers’
involvement in the incident, including the
use of a type of automatic weapon used
only by the army and the presence of cer-
tain senior officers in the area at the time.
The army rejected the findings as a “tissue
of lies”.

In July another opposition leader, Tavio
Amorin, was shot while walking in Lomé,
reportedly by two people in civilian
clothes. He died of his wounds two days
later. Tavio Amorin chaired a Committee
for Human Rights in the transitional execu”
tive body set up by the National Confer-
ence and was Secretary General of a new
opposition  coalition. Prime
Koffigoh's government suggested that 2
police identity card found near the scene O
the shooting was evidence of security force
involvement. |

In continuing political violence later 11
the year, opposition figures and members
of President Eyadéma’'s party were
attacked. None of the attacks was the sub-
ject of official or independent investiga
tions by the authorities. Although Prim€
Minister Koffigoh announced that the ev!”
dence gathered by the FIDH on the attempt”
ed assassination of Gilchrist Olympio wa$
being transmitted to the procuracy, no fur-
ther action was reported on the case. In
relation to acts of political violence an
reports of human rights violations in 1994

Minister |
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the procuracy appeared inactive and
unable or unwilling to pursue an indepen-
dent and impartial role.

In April Amnesty International pub-
lished Togo: Impunity for human rights
violators at a time of reform, which
described past human rights violations, in
particular those publicized during 1991.
The report stressed the importance of
impartial investigations of all reported
abuses in order to establish the facts and
provide appropriate remedies. It also urged
the authorities to introduce a series of safe-
guards for human rights and warned of the
dangers for human rights in the future if no
action was taken.

The President’s Office publicly denied
that the human rights violations described
in the report had occurred. Representatives
of President Eyadéma repeated the denials
during two visits to Amnesty Internation-
al’s International Secretariat and submitted
a 39-page document disputing the accuracy
of Amnesty International’s information.
This claimed that the findings of the
official inquiry by the National Commis-
sion of Human Rights into the killings in
1991 were inaccurate and biased, and
denied that officials were responsible for
deaths of prisoners at Kaza detention camp
in preceding years. However, its conclu-
sions were not based on independent or
impartial investigations. In September
Amnesty International responded in detail
to the document, observing that the contro-
versy over some of the facts re-emphasized
the need for a thorough and impartial
investigation into past human rights viola-
tions.

During the year Amnesty International
expressed concern at reports of torture and
urged that independent inquiries be carried
out into the cases of both Captain Pello and
Corporal Bikagni. It appealed for Corporal
Bikagni and his relatives to be released
unless they were to be charged with crimi-
nal offences. The organization also called
for investigations into the assassinations of
opposition leaders, urging that all evidence
implicating the army in extrajudicial exe-
cutions be examined independently and
impartially and that every attempt be made
to hold soldiers accountable for their
actions.

E
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TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

Three prisoners were scheduled to be
executed in November and two in Decem-
ber; the executions were suspended pen-
ding appeals. New death sentences were
passed and over 100 prisoners were
under sentence of death. A group of 114
people charged with treason were re-
leased. At least one person was sentenced
to be flogged.

The government of Prime Minister
Patrick Manning, elected in December
1991, was “considering in further detail”
the report of a Commission of Inquiry into
the effectiveness and status of the death
penalty. The report had been submitted to
President Noor Hassanali in 1990 and its
recommendations, which included execut-
ing prisoners who had exhausted their
appeals, had been accepted by the previous
government.

New death sentences were passed dur-
ing 1992 and over 100 prisoners were
under sentence of death at the end of the
year.

Gayman Jurisingh, Peter Matthews and
Faizal Mohammed were scheduled to be
executed on 10 November and Brian Fran-
cois and Lal Seeratan on 8 December.
These would have been the first executions
since 1979. Lawyers submitted constitu-
tional motions arguing that execution
would violate their constitutional rights.
The motion on the first three cases was dis-
missed by the High Court on 11 November.
An appeal against this decision was heard
by the Court of Appeal in December; a rul-
ing was pending at the end of the year.

Daniel Pinto was granted clemency by
President Hassanali in October on the rec-
ommendation of the Committee on the Pre-
rogative of Mercy. His death sentence was
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO/TUNISIA

commuted to life imprisonment. In 1990
the United Nations Human Rights Commit-
tee, which supervises implementation of
the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, had recommended that he
should be released (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1991).

Three men who had been sentenced to
death for murder in 1989 were released in
March. The Court of Appeal allowed their
appeal on the ground that the judge had
erred on various matters at their trial,
including failing to warn the jury against
over-reliance on identification evidence for
a conviction.

In March the High Court heard the case
of 114 people charged with treason, mur-
der and other offences. In December 1991
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Coun-
cil in London, the final court of appeal for
Trinidad and Tobago, had ruled that they
should have a new hearing in the local
courts (see Amnesty International Report
1992). The group was involved in an
attempt to overthrow the government in
1990 in which over 30 people had been
killed during five days of confrontations.
The group had taken 46 hostages, includ-
ing the Prime Minister, who were released
after the Acting President promised an
amnesty to their captors. If convicted as
charged, the defendants would have faced
a mandatory death sentence. The court
ruled in June that all 114 should be
released and paid damages; it held that the
amnesty negotiated with the group was
valid. They were released on 1 July. The
government appealed against the decision
in August but the appeal had not been
heard by the end of the year.

Corporal punishment (including flog-
ging), which constitutes cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment, remained in force
both as a penalty for criminal offences and
as a disciplinary measure for prisoners. In
May a man convicted of attempted murder
was sentenced to 39 years’ imprisonment
and 20 strokes with the cat-o™-nine-tails (a
device of nine knotted cords or hide thongs
attached to a handle). It was not known
whether this or other previous flogging sen-
tences had been carried out.

In August Amnesty International wrote
to Prime Minister Manning about the
recommendations of the Commission of
Inquiry into the death penalty. Amnesty
International criticized several of the Com-

! mission’s recommendations, noting testi-

mony at the public hearings in which it
was stressed that hanging is not a deterrent
to murder. Amnesty International urged
the government to commute all existing
death sentences as a first step towards abo-
lition. In September Amnesty International
received an acknowledgement from the
Prime Minister’s office but no substantial
reply had been received by the end of the
year.

In November Amnesty International
appealed to the government not to carry
out the scheduled executions and to com-
mute the death sentences. An Amnesty
International representative observed the
appeal hearing in December.

TUNISIA

Over 3,000 political prisoners, most of
them suspected members of the prohib-
ited Islamic al-Nahda organization, were
serving sentences imposed after unfair
trials in 1992 and previous years. Some€
were possible prisoners of conscience.
Many had been held in illegally pro-
longed incommunicado detention before
trial. Several government critics were
prisoners of conscience; four were
released before the end of the year
Reports of torture and ill-treatment of
political detainees in police and national
guard stations were widespread. One
detainee was reported to have died in
custody.

The Law on Associations was amended
by the National Assembly in March in such
a way that, among other things, individuals
occupying positions of responsibility 11
political parties may not at the same time
belong to organizations or associations con
sidered to have a “general” nature. This 1€
in May to the dissolution of the Ligu€
tunisienne des droits de I'homme (LTDH):
Tunisian Human Rights League, for failing
to amend its rules in accordance with the
change in the law. The League had been
critical of the government’s human rights
record.




In May President Zine El Abidine Ben
Ali announced that he had asked the com-
mission of inquiry into prolonged incom-
municado detention and torture to report
on the implementation of its earlier rec-
ommendations (see Amnesty International
Report 1992). In response, the commission
published a report in July: this stated that
directives drawing attention to Tunisian
law and international standards had been
posted in every police station and that 116
Police officers had been implicated in inci-
dents of torture or ill-treatment. Amnesty
International asked for further information,
including the dates and details of alleged
offences, but none was received.

Hundreds of suspected supporters of al-
Nahda and dozens of members of the
unauthorized Parti communiste des ouvri-
ers de Tunisie (pcoT), Tunisian Communist
Workers’ Party, and other left-wing groups
were arrested and held incommunicado in
Pre-trial (garde @ vue) detention. Many
were held for longer than the 10-day limit
allowed by Tunisian law. Some were
released uncharged, but hundreds, includ-
ing possible prisoners of conscience, were
sentenced to terms of imprisonment after
unfair trials. For example, Abderrazak
Hamzaoui, a student at Tunis University
and a suspected sympathizer of al-Nahda,
was arrested in September. He was held
incommunicado for several weeks in
Kasserine Police Station and inside the
Ministry of the Interior, where he was
allegedly ill-treated, and in Bouchoucha
Police Station. Twelve Tunisian nationals
who were arrested in Libya in January and
returned to Tunisia in March were held in
incommunicado detention for up to three
months. Two of them, including Habib
Khmila, were said to have been held in the
Ministry of the Interior and tortured there.

The trials of almost all political prison-
ers fell far short of internationally recog-
Nized standards for fair trial. In many
Cases, defence lawyers complained that

| defendants had been held beyond the legal

k.

limit and tortured. Their pleas were
ignored by the courts which failed to order
appropriate investigations and readily
accepted contested confessions as evidence
of guilt. Several convictions were secured
solely on the basis of procés-verbaux
(police statements) allegedly extracted
under torture during pre-trial detention
and later retracted by defendants.

For example, Touhami Ben Boubacr Ben

TUNISIA

Zeid, a pcoT sympathizer arrested in Feb-
ruary, was convicted of belonging to an
unauthorized organization and distributing
leaflets by the Court of First Instance in
Grombalia, despite complaints by his
lawyer that he had been held incommuni-
cado in garde @ vue detention beyond the
10-day limit and tortured. A prisoner of
conscience, he was sentenced to eight
months’ imprisonment. The sentence was
upheld by the Appeal Court in June. He
was released in October, on expiry of his
sentence.

A total of 279 alleged members of al-
Nahda, including 56 in absentia, were
defendants in two political trials which
began in July and ended in August. Both
trials took place before military courts and
were unfair. The defendants, who had been
arrested between October 1990 and Sep-
tember 1991, were accused of plotting to
overthrow the government and other
offences. They were divided, apparently
without reason, into two groups and tried
separately in the military camps of Bou-
choucha and Bab Saadoun. Charges were
imprecise and only a few of the defendants
were charged with specific acts. Weapons,
including guns and home-made hand
grenades, were displayed outside the court-
rooms but none of the defendants was con-
fronted with a specific weapon. Almost all
the defendants had been held incommuni-
cado for weeks or months after their arrest
and alleged that they had been tortured or
ill-treated to force them to sign police state-
ments in which they confessed to or impli-
cated others in offences. These statements,
which most of the accused retracted in
court, formed the basis of the prosecution
case. At least four of those arrested and
questioned in connection with the alleged
plot had died in 1991 in circumstances
that suggested that torture had caused or
hastened death. Some defendants still bore
marks, which they said had been caused by
torture, a year after their interrogation.
Arrest dates for most of the defendants had
been systematically falsified by police in
an attempt to conceal illegally prolonged
garde a vue detention. Many of the accused
had had no access to a lawyer during up to
18 months’ pre-trial detention. Lawyers did
not receive relevant documents or their
clients’ files until a few days before the
trial, and evidence which could have been
favourable to the accused was withheld by
the prosecution.
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The verdicts were given in August: 45
defendants, including 24 in absentia, were
sentenced to life imprisonment; 220,
including 32 in absentia, received prison
sentences of between one and 24 years; and
10 were acquitted. The charges against four
defendants were withdrawn. The sentences
were upheld by the Court of Cassation in
September.

One prisoner of conscience was held
throughout the year, but several others
were released. Moncef Ben Salem, a uni-
versity professor, continued to serve a
sentence imposed in 1990 (see Amnesty
International Report 1991). However,
Mohamed Nouri, a lawyer sentenced in
February 1991 for a newspaper article criti-
cizing military courts, was released in
March, seven months after completion of
his sentence. He was the only political
prisoner among 1,055 prisoners who were
freed in an amnesty that month. Hamadi
Jebali, who had received a one-year sen-
tence in 1991 in connection with the same
newspaper article, completed that sentence
but received a further 16-year prison term
in August after being convicted with others
on charges including plotting to overthrow
the government. Moncef Triki, a prisoner
of conscience sentenced to 15 months’
imprisonment in 1991, was released in
October 1992. Beshir Essid (see Amnesty
International Report 1992), who was serv-
ing a four-year sentence imposed in 1990
after he was convicted of defaming the
President and other offences, was freed in a
presidential amnesty in December.

There were numerous reports of torture
and ill-treatment of detainees suspected of
supporting al-Nahda and illegal left-wing
parties in police stations and national
guard centres throughout the country, as
well as in the cells at the Ministry of the
Interior. Torture methods used included
beatings, especially on the soles of the feet;
suspension by the ankles or in contorted
positions, usually accompanied by beat-
ings; electric shocks; and insertion of bot-
tles into the anus. Sexual abuse by male
guards was alleged by several women
detainees, and psychological torture and
the threat of sexual abuse to both men and
women were also reported.

Noureddine Mabrouk, a teacher, was
arrested in February in Bizerta and held in
garde a vue detention for over six weeks.
He was taken to Bouchoucha Police Station
and the Ministry of the Interior and tor-

tured by being beaten and suspended in
contorted positions. He was tried in April
and sentenced to a prison term of one year
and 16 days for membership of an illegal
organization and attending illegal meet-
ings. The sentence was confirmed on
appeal.

One detainee died in custody in circum-
stances where torture may have hastened
death. Mouldi Ben Amor was arrested in
December 1991 and held in prolonged
incommunicado detention in Tunis. In Jan-
uary the authorities informed his family
that he had died and allowed them to
receive the body for burial. However, no
medical certificate stating the cause of his
death was provided, no inquest was held
and the family were not allowed to exam-
ine the body.

The families of five supporters of al-
Nahda who died in custody in 1991,
reportedly after torture, were granted com-
pensation by the government. However, no
results of any inquiries into their deaths
were made public. Amnesty International
urged the reopening of inquiries into the
deaths in custody in October 1991 of Faisal
Barakat and Rachid Chammakhi. Eye-
witnesses had reported that both detainees
had been tortured in Nabeul Police Station
before their deaths. An expert medical
opinion was commissioned by Amnesty
International in February on the official
autopsy report on Faisal Barakat, said by
the Tunisian authorities to have died in a
road accident. This indicated that his death
most probably had been related to an
injury caused by the insertion of a foreign
object into the anus and through the wall
of the bowel. In response to this finding
the government stated in October that it
would reopen the investigation into his
death, but it was not known with what
result by the end of the year. The govern-
ment also stated that, at the request of
President Ben Ali, the authorities were
considering appointing an Ombudsman to
monitor police registers and detention
centres.

Amnesty continued to
express concern to the government about
the prolonged incommunicado detention
and alleged torture of suspected Islamic
activists and other political detainees. The
organization criticized the failure of the
government to open investigations into the
death in custody of Mouldi Ben Amor and
to reopen the inquiry into the death of
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Rachid Chammakhi. In March Amnesty
International published a report, Tunisia:
Prolonged Incommunicado Detention and
Torture, and publicly urged the govern-
ment to act immediately to end human
rights violations. In October Amnesty Inter-
national published a further report,
Tunisia: Heavy Sentences after Unfair
Trials, detailing the gross deficiencies of
the trials of alleged al-Nadha members in
July and August. Amnesty International
urged the government to ensure that they
were either retried in accordance with
international fair trial standards, or
released.

In late June an Amnesty International
delegation visited Tunisia and discussed
human rights with President Ben Ali and
members of the government. The President
assured Amnesty International of his own
commitment to human rights and that
alleged human rights violations would be
investigated and the perpetrators brought
to justice. Amnesty International also
expressed concern that the amendments
made to the Law on Associations were a
violation of the right of freedom of associa-
tion guaranteed in international human
rights treaties to which Tunisia is a party. It
also discussed recent difficulties experi-
enced by the Amnesty International
Tunisian Section. The President said that
the section could import and distribute
Amnesty International publications in
Tunisia in accordance with the formalities
required by Tunisian law.

In July and August Amnesty Interna-
tional observers attended the two mass
trials before military courts of suspected
members of al-Nadha.

In an oral statement to the United
Nations (UN) Commission on Human Rights
in February, Amnesty International in-
cluded reference to its concerns about pro-
longed incommunicado detention and
torture in Tunisia. In April Amnesty Inter-
national submitted information about its
concerns in Tunisia for UN review under a
procedure, established by Economic and
Social Council Resolutions 728F/1503, for
confidential consideration of communica-
tions about human rights violations.

TUNISIA/TURKEY
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TURKEY

Scores of prisoners of conscience were
detained briefly and several were sen-
tenced to prison terms. Torture of politi-
cal and criminal detainees continued to
be a common practice in police stations
and at least 13 detainees died in custody,
allegedly as a result of torture. At least
four people “disappeared”. The number
of alleged extrajudicial executions
increased: there were more than 200
killings in the mainly Kurdish provinces
of southeast Turkey in circumstances
which suggested security force involve-
ment. There were also allegations of
extrajudicial executions during police
raids on “safe houses” of armed political
organizations. At least 120 people were
killed in the southeast when police and
gendarmerie officers fired on apparently
unarmed civilians. There were more than
100 apparently deliberate and arbitrary
killings of prisoners and other non-
combatants by armed opposition groups.

State of emergency legislation was
in force throughout the year in 10 south-
eastern provinces, where the eight-year-
long conflict between security forces and
the secessionist guerrillas of the Partiya
Karkeren Kurdistan (pkk), Kurdish Work-
ers’ Party, grew fiercer in intensity. Over
2,000 people, including civilians, were
killed.

In November a number of amendments
were made to the Criminal Procedure Code
concerning detention and remand proce-
dures. The length of time during which
common criminal detainees can be held in
police custody before being brought before
a judge was reduced to eight days and
detainees were given the right to have a
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lawyer present during interrogation. How-
ever, the new measures do not apply to
detainees suspected of political offences —
those at most risk of torture — who may still
be held incommunicado for up to 15 days
(30 days in the Emergency Powers Region).

In December the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture (ECPT)
announced that during a series of visits to
Turkey over three years it had found exten-
sive proof that “torture and other forms of
severe ill-treatment of persons in police
custody remains widespread in Turkey and
that such methods are applied to both ordi-
nary criminal suspects and persons held
under anti-terrorism  provisions”. In
Ankara and Diyarbakir police headquarters
the ECPT discovered equipment apparently
used for torturing suspects.

Scores of prisoners of conscience were
held for hours or days after being taken
into custody at public meetings and
demonstrations. A few were sentenced to
prison terms under various articles of the
Turkish Penal Code (tpc). In May Omer
Okgu, who wrote under the pen-name
Hekimoglu ismail for the daily newspaper
Zaman, began serving three and a half
months in prison following his conviction
under Article 159 of the Tpc for “insulting
the armed forces”. Also in May Sinami
Orhan, editor of an Islamic political maga-
zine, began serving four months in prison
after being convicted under Law 5816 of
publishing an article insulting the memory
of Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk. In May Sekvan
Aytu, President of the Sirnak branch of the
independent Turkish Human Rights Asso-
ciation (THRA), was taken into custody. He
was held incommunicado for 15 days at
Sirnak Police Headquarters, where he was
reportedly beaten severely. He was charged
with making separatist propaganda and
membership of the pkx. However, he
appeared to be a prisoner of conscience,
imprisoned because of his work on behalf
of the THRA. At the end of the year he was
still in custody.

Torture by police continued to be
reported from all parts of Turkey, particu-
larly the major cities and the southeast.
Men, women and children were tortured.
Some were interrogated in connection with
ordinary criminal offences. For example,
Barbaros Goktag, a waiter, was detained on
suspicion of theft in January, and held
incommunicado for more than a week at
the Criminal Investigation Branch of Izmir

Police Headquarters. He testified that he
had been suspended by the arms, given
electric shocks, and hosed with water at
high pressure. He stated that police officers
had forced the hose into his throat and
turned the water on, squeezed his testicles
and kept him naked and soaked with water
in the cold for two days. When he com-
plained to a judge that he had been tor-
tured, the judge allegedly replied: “What
did you expect, sweets?”

Detainees suspected of links with illegal
armed political organizations were at par-
ticular risk of torture. Mehmet Polat, aged
15, was taken into custody when he took
food to his uncle in police detention in
Gaziantep Police Headquarters in February.
He was questioned about his relatives’
political activities. He said police blind-
folded him, kicked him, beat his feet with a
truncheon and applied electric shocks to
his penis and his big toe. Nazli Top, a
nurse, said she was tortured for four days
at the Anti-Terror Branch of Istanbul Police
Headquarters while three months pregnant.
She was detained in April on suspicion of
taking part in an attack on a police
minibus. She reported that during her
interrogation, police ignored her requests
to see a lawyer. She stated that they
suspended her with her arms tied behind
her and gave her electric shocks through
her fingers and toes, and then through her
nipples and sexual organs. They allegedly
punched her all over, especially in the
stomach, breasts and belly, raped her with
a truncheon, and tried to rape her with a
bottle. After 10 days in police custody, she
was released without charge. The Forensic
Medicine Institute issued a report stating
that she was not injured, although an
examination carried out by a doctor of
the Turkish Human Rights Foundation the
following day revealed injuries consistent
with the allegations of torture. Nazl1 Top
made a formal complaint, but no charges
had been brought by the end of the year.

During the year there were at least 13
deaths in custody allegedly as a result of
torture. Tahir Seyhan, a member of Halkin
Emek Partisi (HEP), People’s Labour Party,
died in April after four days’ interrogation
in incommunicado detention at Dargegit
Gendarmerie Battalion. The autopsy report
registered the cause of death as brain
trauma. A member of staff at the hospital
where Tahir Seyhan died reportedly stated |
that he had been brutally tortured and that '



his body “was all in pieces”. No prosecu-
tion had been initiated concerning his
death by the end of the year. Miktat Kutlu,
a bank clerk, was detained outside his
home in Bismil in April and died approxi-
mately 24 hours later of a brain haemor-
rhage. Witnesses reported seeing Miktat
Kutlu being beaten by the police both in
the street and during interrogation in Bis-
mil Police Headquarters. No one had been
prosecuted in connection with his death by
the end of the year.

There were also allegations of ill-treat-
ment in prison. In April a group of uncon-
victed political prisoners arriving at Elazig
E-type Prison were allegedly beaten on the
hands. When they resisted having their
hair forcibly cut, they were reportedly
taken into the exercise yard in groups of
three and again beaten, as a result of which
one prisoner had to be taken to hospital. In
September, at Buca Closed Prison in {zmir,
prisoners who protested against a reduc-
tion in exercise periods by refusing to leave
the exercise yard were reportedly beaten by
more than 100 gendarmes and prison
guards in the presence of the prison prose-
cutor and prison officials. More than 58
prisoners were injured, at least five ser-
iously.

At least four people suspected of
involvement with armed opposition groups
“disappeared”. One of them, Tugrul Ozbek,
“disappeared” in October after a police
raid on a house in Istanbul used by the
illegal armed organization Devrimci Sol,
Revolutionary Left. Three detainees testi-
fied that he had been detained and held at
the Anti-Terror Branch of Istanbul Police
Headquarters, but the police denied hold-
ing him. By the end of the year the authori-
ties had provided no information on the
whereabouts or fate of Tugrul Ozbek and it
was feared that he may have died under
torture.

The number of alleged extrajudicial exe-
Cutions increased. There were more than
260 “mysterious killings” in southeast
Turkey, many of which were attributed to
Hizbullah, (a local group apparently not
connected to the Lebanese group of the
same name). There was a striking degree of
coincidence between the targets of the

killings attributed to Hizbullah and the tar- |

gets of police harassment, arbitrary deten-
tion, torture and other ill-treatment. There
Wwas evidence that the security forces had
colluded in such killings, and may actually

TURKEY

have carried them out in some cases.
Ramazan Sat was detained in Batman in
March and interrogated for 12 days at Bat-
man Police Headquarters on suspicion of
harbouring members of the pkk. He later
made a complaint of torture to the public
prosecutor in Batman, and stated that the
police had told him: “The next time we
will not take you from your house. We
shall kill you in the street when nobody is
watching.” Exactly three months later,
Ramazan $at was shot dead in the street by
unknown assailants.

The targets of alleged extrajudicial exe-
cution included members of HEP, members
of the THRA, and journalists. During the
year 10 journalists were killed in southeast
Turkey in circumstances which provoked
allegations of extrajudicial execution. Musa
Anter, a prominent Kurdish writer and
journalist and founding member of the
HEP, was shot dead in Diyarbakir by an
unknown gunman in September. He had
been imprisoned for his political writings
and activities on numerous occasions over
the preceding 50 years. Musa Anter had
reportedly said that he was aware of being
observed by the police from the moment he
arrived in Diyarbakir a few days earlier to
participate in a cultural event. He was shot
in the outskirts of the city, not far from a
police station and a police traffic control
point. Three local newspaper reporters
who went to the scene shortly afterwards
were abducted at gunpoint, apparently by
plainclothes police, and driven to a spot
200 kilometres away where they were
released.

In Istanbul and Ankara there were alle-
gations of extrajudicial executions during a
series of police operations against “safe
houses” used by Devrimci Sol. In May
Songiil Karabulut and Fikri Keles were
killed when police surrounded and fired
on their apartment in Ankara. Witnesses
agreed that a large number of police
opened fire without adequate warning, that
no fire was returned from the apartment,
and that the suspects could have been
arrested without loss of life.

At least 120 people were killed during
the year in the southeast as a consequence
of police and gendarmerie firing on appar-
ently unarmed civilians. During distur-
bances in March on the occasion of the
Kurdish New Year, 16 demonstrators were
killed in the city of Sirnak when they
refused to permit male police officers to
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search female demonstrators, and 19
reportedly unarmed demonstrators were
killed by security forces in Nusaybin. In
Sirnak, 22 civilians were killed in March
and at least 15 in August when security
forces fired at random on residential areas
using tanks and mortars, apparently in
reprisal for earlier attacks by pkk guerrillas.

A number of Iranian refugees and
asylum-seekers in Turkey appeared to be
at risk of forcible return to Iran. A group
of 100 members and supporters of Iranian
political opposition groups were rounded
up by the Turkish authorities in January
and driven to the Iranian border. Their
forcible return was only prevented after the
intervention of the Office of the United
Nations (uN) High Commissioner for
Refugees and a local branch of the THRA.
Fears for the security of Iranian asylum-
seekers were heightened in September
when a protocol was concluded between
the Governments of Turkey and Iran
regarding border security and the activities
of opposition groups.

During the year there were more than
100 apparently deliberate and arbitrary
killings attributed to guerrillas of the pkk.
Many of the victims were civilians, killed
for allegedly assisting the security forces or
passing information to them. pkk guerrillas
also captured and then “executed” mem-
bers of the village guard corps (a paramili-
tary force organized by the government to
deny the pkk access to logistical support
from the rural population). According to
newspaper reports, in October pkk guerril-
las reportedly entered the village of Ceviz-
dali, Bitlis Province, and disarmed the
village guards. Shortly afterwards, a small
group of guerrillas on the far side of the vil-
lage exchanged fire with reinforcements
from a nearby security post. At the sound
of gunshots, the main party of guerrillas
reportedly opened fire on the assembled
villagers, killing 37 people including chil-
dren. Other armed opposition groups,
including Tiirkiye Ihtilalc: Komiinist Birligi
(TikB), Revolutionary Communist Union of
Turkey, and Devrimci Sol, carried out
deliberate and arbitrary killings of alleged
informers.

Amnesty  International  published
reports summarizing the organization’s
| concerns in May and November — Turkey:
Torture, extrajudicial executions, “disap-
pearances” and Turkey: Walls of Glass.
The organization appealed for the release

of prisoners of conscience. It called for
thoroughgoing reform of detention proce-
dures and repeatedly urged the government
to initiate full and impartial investigations

- into allegations of torture and extrajudicial

executions. An Amnesty International del-
egate observed a hearing of the trial of
Sekvan Aytu at Diyarbakir State Security
Court.

Amnesty International continued to
raise concerns about the protection of
Iranian refugees and asylum-seekers. The
organization also sought assurances from
the Turkish authorities that the new mea-
sures concerning refugees contained in the
protocol with the Iranian Government
would neither obstruct the individual’s
right to seek protection in Turkey, nor
allow for the refoulement (forcible return)
of any Iranian who risked serious human
rights violations in Iran.

In oral statements to the UN Commission
on Human Rights in February and to its
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrim-
ination and Protection of Minorities in
August Amnesty International included
reference to its concerns in Turkey. In
April the organization submitted informa-
tion about its concerns in Turkey for UN
review under a procedure, established by
Economic and Social Council Resolutions
728r/1503, for confidential consideration
of communications about human rights
violations.

TURKMENISTAN

-

At least 11 government opponents spent
short periods under house arrest; they
were prisoners of conscience. At least
four death sentences were passed and at
least four executions were carried out.
Turkmenistan’s independence, declared
in October 1991, was recognized interna-
tionally following the dissolution of the
Soviet Union. Headed by President
Saparmurad  Niyazov,  Turkmenistan




became a member of the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe in
January and the United Nations in March.
A new Constitution was adopted in May.

Eight members of the non-violent oppo-
sition Agzybirlik movement were placed
under house arrest during the last week of
October. All were prisoners of conscience.
Ak-Mukhammed Velsapar, Khudayberdi
Khalli, Nurberdi Nurmamedov, Klych
Yarmammedov, Yusup Kadyrov, Aman
Goshayev, Tuvak Takhatov and Akbabek
Atayeva were released without charge after
a few days. Sources suggested that they
were detained because of contacts with
Amnesty International representatives vis-
iting Turkmenistan and because the
authorities wished to prevent any possible
disruption by the opposition of official
celebrations of the first anniversary of
Turkmenistan’s independence declaration.
Ak-Mukhammed Velsapar, Khudayberdi
Khalli, Nurberdi Nurmamedov and Aman
Goshayev were again put under house
arrest briefly in early December, as were
several others: they included Mukhamed-
murat Salamatov, an independent newspa-
per editor; Amana Govshudova, a member
of the unregistered Party of Democratic
Development; and Shokhrat Kadyrov, a
political scientist. All were put under
house arrest to prevent them attending a
human rights conference in Kyrgyzstan,
and were released shortly after the confer-
ence ended.

The Turkmenistan Criminal Code
retained the death penalty for 18 peacetime
offences. At least four death sentences
were passed and at least four executions
were carried out.

Amnesty International called for the
immediate and unconditional release of all
those placed under house arrest. It con-
tinued to press for abolition of the death
penalty.

An Amnesty International delegation
which visited Turkmenistan in October
was held for questioning by police and
expelled from the country, officially
because their visas were invalid. Amnesty
International protested to the Turkmen
authorities about the expulsion of its dele-
gation, pointing out that the delegates’
Visas had been issued by the Embassy of
the Russian Federation in London, which
was empowered to issue visa documen-
tation for all member countries of the
Commonwealth of Independent States.

TURKMENISTAN/UGANDA

UGANDA

Nineteen prisoners of conscience were
freed; five after they were acquitted and
the remainder after treason charges
against them were dropped. Treason
charges against more than 90 other peo-
ple, including possible prisoners of con-
science, were also dropped. However, at
least 100 prisoners charged with treason
remained in custody at the end of the
year. At least 100 detainees remained in
unlawful detention without charge or
trial but over 150 others were released.
Over 1,300 people sentenced in 1991 to
prison terms after unfair military hear-
ings were released. There were reports of
torture and ill-treatment of detainees in
military custody, and several detainees
allegedly died as a result of torture.
Several extrajudicial executions by gov-
ernment troops were reported. At least
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nine death sentences were passed by the |

High Court and at least one soldier was
executed after an unfair military trial.

The government of President Yoweri
Museveni continued to face armed opposi-
tion in the north and east, but on a smaller
scale than in previous years. In the south-
west military action against the armed
opposition National Army for the Libera-
tion of Uganda (NALU) was intensified.
Rebel groups committed serious human
rights abuses.

Steps were taken by the authorities dur-
ing the year to curb human rights abuse;
soldiers implicated in the killing of prison-
ers were arrested and prisoners arrested by
the army were released. However, the gov-
ernment’s National Resistance Army (NRA)
continued to commit serious human rights
violations.
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UGANDA

In January treason charges against 14
northern political leaders, who were
among 18 prisoners of conscience arrested
in 1991, were dropped and they were freed
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
The cases of the four others, who included
Andrew Adimola, Vice-Chairman of the
Democratic Party (pp), were referred to the
High Court. A few days later the authorities
arrested Robert Kitariko, the Dp’s Secretary
General, and Ojok Mulozi, the party’s Pub-
licity Secretary, and also charged them
with treason. In May, however, the High
Court acquitted five of the six defendants.
However, one, Tiberio Atwoma Okeny,
leader of the National Liberal Party, faced a
second treason charge with Irene Apiu
Julu, a bp member of parliament. Within
days these charges were also dropped and
the two were freed.

In May the Inspector General of Gov-
ernment (icc), Uganda’s human rights
Ombudsman, published the main findings
of an investigation into the arrests of the
18 northern political leaders in 1991. The
investigation found that the prisoners had
been ill-treated and concluded that the
arrests had taken place on the orders of the
Minister of State for Defence, on the basis
of insufficient evidence. In November the
Minister was dismissed.

Since 1988 the authorities had used
treason charges, which automatically pre-
clude the granting of bail for 480 days, as a
means of holding suspected government
opponents for long periods without bring-
ing them to trial. During 1992 a review of
treason cases was initiated and charges
against over 90 people were withdrawn.
Among them were Joseph Lusse and eight
others who had been arrested in late 1988
and held without charge until January 1990
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
The nine were released on bail in May
1992 and the charges against them were
dropped in September. Also in September,

| 59 prisoners arrested in the north between
| March and May 1991 and charged with

treason in October 1991 were released.

| Four prisoners arrested with them had died
| in custody during 1992 (see Amnesty Inter-
| national Report 1992).

At the end of the year over 100 prison-

| ers charged with treason, some of whose
| cases were apparently still to be reviewed,
| remained in custody. They included 11

NRA soldiers arrested in January 1990 but

| not charged until March 1991.

At least 100 other suspected govern-
ment opponents were held without charge
or trial throughout 1992, but over 150 were
released during the year. The vast majority
of detainees had been arrested by the NRra,
both in areas affected by armed opposition
and in other parts of the country, often on
the basis of little or no evidence.

Dozens of suspected opponents were
arrested during the year and held in mili-
tary barracks. In January, for example,
Anthony Oracha, the Secretary of the West
Acholi Cooperative Union in Gulu, and
three of his sons were arrested by Nra sol-
diers and kept in army custody on suspi-
cion of being rebels. All had been released
uncharged by the end of the year. In Febru-
ary and March, 12 Sudanese refugees were
arrested by NRA soldiers in Kampala and
refugee camps at Adjumani in Moyo Dis-
trict. The 12 were held in Lubiri barracks
in Kampala. They were not referred to
court and no reason was given for their
arrest, although it was apparently in con-
nection with splits within the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army (spLA), a Sudan-
ese armed opposition group. Five were
released in April but seven were held until
August. Fifteen Sudanese asylum-seekers,
including four prominent critics of the spLA
leadership who had escaped from spLA
detention in southern Sudan, were
detained by the NRA in Arua in September
but were released in November.

In June officials stated that there were
200 suspected government opponents
detained without charge or trial in civil
prisons. In August, 133 long-term de-
tainees, some held since 1986, were re-
leased. According to the government, these
prisoners represented the last “lodgers” -
prisoners detained by the army in the war
zones of the north and east and “lodged”
in civil prisons. However, in September it
emerged that seven “lodgers” were still in
detention in Luzira. It was unclear whether
the other 60 “lodgers” acknowledged to be
in detention earlier in the year were still in
custody in other prisons.

Over 100 other detainees, some arrested
for political reasons, remained uncharged
in military barracks at the end of the year.
The majority were members of the NRa an
former members of previous government
armies. The authorities described the
detainees as “army deserters” but they
included suspected government oppP%”

nents.




In August the authorities announced the
pardon and release of 1,369 prisoners who
in 1991 had been sentenced to terms of
imprisonment for desertion from the NrRA
although they had not received a fair trial
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
The prisoners, who included civilians, had
been detained in mass round-ups during
counter-insurgency operations in the north.
In April the authorities promised to review
their cases after a protest by 200 prisoners
who said they were NrRa soldiers who had
been on authorized leave at the time of
their arrest.

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees by
soldiers were frequently reported and at
least four detainees died allegedly as a
result. In some cases those alleged to be
responsible were arrested — but it was not
known whether any soldiers had been tried
by the end of the year. Former detainees at
Lubiri barracks reported that prisoners
were routinely beaten during their initial
interrogation and as a form of punishment
at the barracks.

In February Jimmy Okello, a police cor-
Poral, was reportedly beaten with a whip
by an NRA officer at the time of his arrest in
northern Uganda. He was then given 30
strokes of the cane by another soldier —
a summary and unlawful punishment -
before being set free. No action was known
to have been taken to bring the soldiers
responsible to justice.

In March a woman was beaten by sol-
diers after being detained at Kitgum Matidi
in the north. She died shortly after her
release. The Ugandan press reported that
eight soldiers had been arrested and
charged with her murder.

In April Alphael Moses Alungat died in
military custody apparently as a result of
torture. After his arrest in Atiri in Tororo
District, he was bound by his wrists and
ankles, hung upside-down from a tree and
interrogated before a crowd of witnesses.
Soldiers then took him away and two days
later his relatives were told he had
escaped. However, his body was returned
to his family with an autopsy report
attributing his death to a heart attack. A
subsequent independent post-mortem con-
cluded that he had died as a result of tor-
ture. Five soldiers were later charged with
his murder.

Several extrajudicial executions by NrRA
soldiers in the north and east were re-
Ported, although significantly fewer than in

UGANDA

previous years. In January soldiers search-
ing for insurgents in Gulu District were
said to have detained and then extrajudi-
cially executed three men at an NRA post at
Palenga. No investigation was known to
have taken place.

In April NRA soldiers at Olelai in Soroti
District reportedly extrajudicially executed
John Otim and three other men and dis-
posed of their bodies in a pit latrine. Two
soldiers were arrested later that month in
connection with the incident. In mid-May
seven civilians were executed by NrRa sol-
diers in Palebek, Kitgum District. In mid-
July, 11 soldiers were arrested and charged
with their murder.

In May the Attorney General announced
at a press conference that a number of sol-
diers had been arrested in connection with
past extrajudicial executions, including the
killing of 69 youths in a railway wagon
at Mukura in 1989 (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1990). Among those he
implicated was an officer who had re-
mained at large until arrested in 1992
in connection with the death of Alphael
Moses Alungat (see above). However, none
of them had been brought to trial by the
end of the year. In July 1989, immediately
after the incident at Mukura, the authori-
ties had similarly announced the arrest of
soldiers. It appeared, however, that in prac-
tice soldiers often escaped prosecution.

At least nine prisoners were sentenced
to death by the High Court for murder. The
Supreme Court upheld death sentences
against two men convicted of murder,
bringing to over 50 the number of people
under sentence of death in Luzira Prison
whose sentences, which had been imposed
by ordinary civilian courts, had been
upheld on appeal.

One soldier, Stephen Egunyu, was exe-
cuted in January on the day a Field Court
Martial in Soroti District found him guilty
of murdering a pregnant woman, an inci-
dent which had occurred the day before.
He had no defence counsel or right of
appeal. Over 100 soldiers were under sen-
tence of death in Luzira after convictions
by military courts in previous years.

Human rights abuses were committed
by armed opposition groups, including
deliberate and arbitrary killings, mutilation
of captives and rape. For example, in May
Uganda Democratic Christian Army (Unca)
insurgents abducted and killed three
teenage girls in Gulu District. In the east,
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rebels from the Uganda People’s Army | break-up of the Soviet Union. Headed by

(upa) killed several captured civilians dur-
ing an attack on Bukudea town in Kumi
District in which 12 people died. In Sept-
ember NALU rebels tortured and then killed
civilians in attacks on villages in Kasese
District in the southwest.

During the year Amnesty International
urged the government to release prisoners
of conscience, review the cases of all those
charged with treason, and mount impartial
and prompt investigations into reported
extrajudicial executions.

In September Amnesty International
published a report, Uganda: The failure to
safeguard human rights, which recognized
positive steps taken by the government
since it took power in 1986, but high-
lighted the continuing pattern of extra-
judicial executions, unlawful detentions,
torture, misuse of serious charges such as
treason, and the death penalty. It con-
cluded that the government had failed to
respond adequately to such violations and
included a comprehensive set of recom-
mendations aimed at stopping human
rights violations. The report also described
human rights abuses by insurgents. In a
15-page response issued in September,
the authorities described Amnesty Interna-
tional’s report as politically biased and
out of date, but failed to address the sub-
stantive issues raised by Amnesty Interna-
tional.

In an oral statement to the United
Nations (UN) Commission on Human Rights
in February, Amnesty International includ-
ed reference to its concerns in Uganda. In
April Amnesty International submitted
information about its concerns in Uganda
for uN review under a procedure, estab-
lished by Economic and Social Council
Resolutions 728r/1503, for confidential
consideration of communications about
human rights violations.

UKRAINE

One known prisoner of conscience, a con-
scientious objector to military service,
was held until March. At least four peo-
ple were executed, and at least 13 people
were believed to be under sentence of
death at the end of the year.

Ukraine gained international recogni-
tion as an independent state following the

President Leonid Kravchuk, the country,
already a member of the United Nations,
joined the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe in January.

From February, for the first time, a civil-
ian alternative to military service became
available. However, it was open only to
religious believers and its length was set at
twice that for military service. In June the
death penalty was abolished for two eco-
nomic crimes, thereby reducing its scope
to five offences, all involving the use of
violence.

Prisoner of conscience Sergey Osnach
was released in March from an 18-month
sentence of compulsory labour imposed in
June 1991 for his refusal on grounds of
conscience to perform obligatory military
service. Compulsory labour involved work-
ing under strict surveillance at a location
determined by the authorities, with restric-
tions on freedom of movement. Unofficial
sources reported that several dozen people
who had been sentenced for refusing to.
perform military service on religious
grounds were released in November.

At least four people were executed after
their petitions for clemency had been
turned down. All had been convicted of
murder. At least 13 people were believed
to be under sentence of death at the end ©
the year. No statistics were issued on the
application of the death penalty, and the
true number of death sentences passed an
carried out was probably much higher.

Throughout the year Amnesty Interna-
tional urged the authorities to commute all
death sentences and to publish comprehen-
sive statistics on the application of the
death penalty. The organization called for
the release of Sergey Osnach. It called for




the civilian alternative to military service
not to be punitive in length and to be open
to all those with political, ethical or other
conscientiously held objections. No replies
to any letters had been received by the end
of the year.

UNITED ARAB
ATES

Ten Indian nationals sentenced to six-
year prison terms for allegedly insulting
Islam were prisoners of conscience. Two
Iraqi nationals who were detained with-
out charge or trial for several months also
appeared to be prisoners of conscience.
One prisoner was sentenced to the ampu-
tation of his hand and two others to flog-
gings. At least six people were sentenced
to death but no executions were reported.

Ten Indian nationals were arrested in
June for their involvement in a play staged
at the Indian Association in Sharjah in
May. The play was considered to be insult-
ing to Islam and the prophets Mohammad
and Jesus. In October, eight actors, a video
photographer and the President of the In-
dian Association were convicted of blas-
phemy by a Sharjah court and each sen-
tenced to six-year prison terms followed by
deportation.

At least two Iraqi nationals were
detained without charge or trial during the
year, apparently for political reasons in
Connection with the 1991 Gulf War. They
were arrested on separate occasions when
they tried to renew their residence permits.
One was held from October 1991 to the
end of February 1992, and the other was
arrested in January 1992 and held in

UKRAINE/UNITED ARAB EMIRATES/UNITED KINGDOM

incommunicado detention for at least three
months.

A Syrian national was convicted of theft
and sentenced to the amputation of his
hand by an Abu Dhabi court in July. In
August a Ras al-Khaimah court sentenced a
Pakistani man to a flogging of 60 lashes
and four months’ imprisonment and a
woman, whose identity was not revealed,
to 90 lashes and 18 months’ imprisonment:
both had been convicted of adultery.

In September the federal government
introduced the death penalty for drug-
trafficking. In October a Sharjah court sen-
tenced three Pakistani nationals to death
under the new law. Three people convicted
of rape were sentenced to death: two in
July and one in November. No executions
were reported.

Amnesty International appealed to the
Minister of Justice for the release of the 10
prisoners of conscience. It urged the gov-
ernment of President Shaikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahayan to commute all death
sentences and not to widen the use of the
death penalty. The organization called for
punishments such as flogging and amputa-
tion to be replaced by an alternative form
of punishment which does not amount to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.
Amnesty International received a detailed
response from the President expressing
confidence in the death penalty’s deterrent
effect on serious crimes and questioning
the effectiveness of alternative forms of
punishment. He also gave assurances as to
the fairness of appeals procedures in capi-
tal cases under United ArabEmirates law.

UNITED KINGDOM

The courts continued to review cases of
alleged miscarriages of justice in England
and Northern Ireland. Allegations of ill-
treatment continued. Six people were
killed in suspicious circumstances in
Northern Ireland by security forces.
Evidence of collusion between Loyalist
paramilitary organizations and security
forces in Northern Ireland was revealed
in the courts and media. Armed groups
arbitrarily and deliberately killed civil-
ians in Northern Ireland and England.

In Northern Ireland, violent conflict
intensified as Republican groups and secu-
rity forces clashed, and both Republican
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and Loyalist armed groups carried out tor-
ture and killings. Republican armed
groups, notably the Irish Republican Army
(irRA), which are predominantly Catholic,
seek a British withdrawal from Northern
Ireland. This aim is opposed by Loyalist
armed groups from the Protestant com-
munity, notably the Ulster Volunteer Force
(uvr) and the Ulster Defence Association
(upa) which acts under the name of the
Ulster Freedom Fighters (UFF). In August
the government outlawed the upa follow-
ing a wave of sectarian killings.

In June the Court of Appeal quashed the
conviction of Judith Ward, who had been
sentenced to life imprisonment for a 1974
IRA bombing in England on confession and
scientific evidence which was later dis-
credited. The court criticized members of
the police, the prosecution, and psychiatric
and scientific experts for failing to disclose
key evidence during the original trial.

In July the Northern Ireland Court of
Appeal quashed the convictions of three
soldiers from the Ulster Defence Regiment
(upbr), a regiment of the British Army
recruited and based in Northern Ireland,
and upheld that of a fourth. The “Ubr 4”
had been sentenced to life imprisonment in
1986 for the murder of a Catholic man. The
Court of Appeal concluded that policemen
had falsified interview notes and given
untruthful testimony at the trial. The three
had been convicted solely on the basis
of confessions allegedly obtained through
ill-treatment and coercion during incom-
municado detention. The court upheld the
fourth conviction on the grounds that there
was sufficient other evidence of Neil
Latimer’s guilt.

People continued to be convicted in
one-judge, juryless “Diplock Courts” in

Northern Ireland on the basis of disputed
and uncorroborated confessions. Courts
drew adverse inferences against defendants
for having remained silent during police
questioning or at trial.

Police officers were committed for trial
charged with conspiring to pervert the
course of justice in the “Birmingham Six”
and “Guildford Four” cases. The May
Inquiry issued a second report in December
recommending the establishment of an in-
dependent body to investigate alleged mis-
carriages of justice. The report concluded
that the “Maguire Seven” had been victims
of a serious miscarriage of justice. (See pre-
vious Amnesty International Reports).

In May the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions (Dpp) stated that insufficient evidence
existed to bring prosecutions against any
officers from the West Midlands Serious
Crimes Squad. The squad had been dis-
banded in 1989 after allegations that some
officers had fabricated evidence or commit-
ted perjury in order to obtain convictions.
Twelve people investigated by the squad
had had convictions for serious offences
quashed since 1989.

There were frequent allegations that
police and military patrols in Northern Ire-
land ill-treated people they stopped on the
streets, and some allegations of ill-treat-
ment at interrogation centres. Six members
of the Parachute Regiment of the British
Army were charged in connection with
violence and assaults in the Tyrone area in
April and May.

Allegations of ill-treatment by police in
Britain were also made, among others by
racial and ethnic minorities and by homo-
sexuals; some victims were awarded civil
damages.

Six civilians were killed in disputed cir-
cumstances by the security forces in North-
ern Ireland. Two soldiers were charged
with murder after shooting Peter McBride,
an unarmed Catholic, shortly after he was
stopped and searched on 4 September. An
investigation began into the killing on 25
November of Pearse Jordan by officers of
the Northern Ireland police force, the Royal
Ulster Constabulary (Ruc). Eye-witnesses
stated that Pearse Jordan, an unarmed IRA
member, was shot dead without warning,
after two unmarked police vehicles forced
his car off the road.

Disputed killings that occurred in 1990
and 1991 remained unresolved. No trial
had begun of security force personnel




charged in 1992 with the murders of Kevin
McGovern and Fergal Caraher and with the
attempted murder of Miceédl Caraher. The
ppp decided not to prosecute undercover
soldiers for the killing of John McNeill,
Edward Hale and Peter Thompson, or
police officers involved in the killing of
Gerard Maginn (see Amnesty International
Reports 1991 and 1992). An inquest held in
April into the killing of uvF member Brian
Robinson found that undercover soldiers
shot him “at close proximity” while he lay
on the ground (see Amnesty International
Report 1991).

An inquest into the 1982 killings of Ger-
vaise McKerr, Eugene Toman and Sean
Burns began in May. An Amnesty Interna-
tional delegate attended part of the pro-
ceedings. After 18 days of hearings, the
inquest was further delayed due to legal
challenges concerning the withholding of
documents from the inquest. The govern-
ment issued Public Interest Immunity
certificates which exempted from disclo-
sure documents relating to the killings (see
Amnesty International Report 1989).

Brian Nelson, a military intelligence
agent who was also chief intelligence
officer for the upaA, was convicted in Janu-
ary of four conspiracies to murder and 28
other charges. He was sentenced to 10
years’ imprisonment. His duties for the uba
included obtaining information on Repub-
licans and providing it to gunmen. At the
same time he provided information about
planned killings to army intelligence; it
was alleged that 18 people were killed by
Loyalists during this time. The government
did not announce any investigation into
revelations attributed to Brian Nelson
about official collusion in the targeting of
Republicans for killings.

In contrast, the government pursued
with determination a Channel Four/Box
Productions team over a television pro-
gram, shown in November 1991, on alleged
collusion. While rejecting calls for an inde-
pendent inquiry, a barrage of other mea-
sures was taken to discredit the allegations
and to require Channel Four to reveal its
sources. It included unprecedented charges
of contempt under the Prevention of Ter-
Torism Act, and perjury charges (which
were subsequently dropped) against the
researcher of the program, Ben Hamilton.

In March the Isle of Man parliament
voted to amend the Sexual Offences Bill
to legalize homosexual acts in private

UNITED KINGDOM

between men over the age of 21.

By the end of 1992, Sikh asylum-seeker
Karamijit Singh Chahal had spent 28
months in prison without charge or trial,
challenging a deportation order issued on
“national security” grounds. If deported to
India, he feared torture (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1992). A further judicial
review of the refusal of his asylum applica-
tion was pending.

Civilians in Northern Ireland were tar-
geted by violent political organizations for
their religion or their real or suspected
political views.

During the year Loyalist armed groups
claimed responsibility for killing 34 peo-
ple, including 29 Catholic civilians. Five
people, including a 15-year-old youth,
were killed when UFF/UDA gunmen opened
fire in a betting shop in a Catholic area of
Belfast. A Catholic woman was shot dead
by the urr/uba who wrongly claimed that
her brother was a member of the legal
Republican party, Sinn Fein. Among the
victims of uvF shootings were an elderly
couple and a Sinn Fein activist. Forty men
were hospitalized after being shot in the
limbs; others were beaten as punishment.

Twenty-nine people were reportedly
killed in Northern Ireland by the IRA: nine
members of the security forces and 20
civilians. A van carrying Protestant build-
ing workers on a government contract was
blown up by an IRA bomb in January;
eight workers were killed and six injured.
Armed Republican groups subjected a
number of people to punishment beatings
and 36 men were shot in the limbs; the IrRA
ordered others to leave Northern Ireland or
face torture. Four civilians were killed in
IRA attacks in England. The Irish People’s
Liberation Organisation (1PL0), an armed
Republican group, disbanded in November;
it claimed responsibility for five deaths in
1992.

Amnesty International sent a delegate to
the appeal hearing of the “Ubr 4”, which
began in Belfast in May. Given clear evi-
dence of police misconduct during the
interrogation of all four men, and conflict-
ing eye-witness accounts, the organization
concluded that Neil Latimer’s case should
be the subject of further review.

In November Amnesty International
sent an observer to the trial of seven men
charged in connection with the 1988
“Casement Park” incident in which two
armed plainclothes British army corporals,
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who drove their car into Caoimhin Mac
Brddaigh’s funeral procession in Belfast,
were dragged from the car by a crowd,
beaten and later shot by two IRA members.
Caoimhin Mac Bradaigh was one of three
people killed three days earlier by a
Loyalist who attacked the funeral of the
“Gibraltar Three” (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1989). Members of the
crowd claimed that the sudden intrusion of
the soldiers’ car into the procession caused
panic that another Loyalist attack was
about to begin. By the end of 1992, a total
of 41 people had been charged in connec-
tion with the incident and five people
(none of whom was alleged to have shot
the soldiers) had been sentenced to life
imprisonment for murder. Amnesty Inter-
national was concerned that in seven pre-
vious group trials relating to the Casement
Park incident, many convictions had been
based on disputed uncorroborated confes-
sions, the drawing of adverse inferences
against defendants for remaining silent,
controversial video evidence and the dis-
parate application of the “common pur-
pose” principle.

In November Amnesty International
produced a report, Fair Trial Concerns in
Northern Ireland: the Right of Silence. The
organization concluded that the Criminal
Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order 1988,
which allows the drawing of adverse infer-
ences against an accused person for
remaining silent in the face of police ques-
tioning or at trial, is inconsistent with the
guarantees of presumption of innocence
and the right not to testify against oneself
or confess guilt. Amnesty International
urged the government to repeal the Order.

During a visit to Northern Ireland in
April, Amnesty International delegates
found that the number of allegations of ill-
treatment in interrogation centres had
decreased significantly since August 1991,
after international publicity and protest
over reported abuse. The organization
remained concerned that safeguards pro-
posed by the government in 1991 had not
been fully implemented, including statut-
ory codes governing arrest, detention and
questioning of suspects. A Commissioner
to monitor procedures in police holding
centres was, however, appointed in Dec-
ember. Amnesty International urged the
government to reform interrogation and
detention procedures.

Amnesty International

investigated

cases of alleged ill-treatment in Northern
Ireland and Britain, including the forcible
strip-searching of 21 Republican women
prisoners in their cells at Maghaberry

| prison in March.

In August Amnesty International sub-
mitted written comments to the European
Court of Human Rights in the case of Bran-
nigan and McBride, which concerned the
applicants’ detention in Northern Ireland
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act.
Amnesty International emphasized that
fundamental safeguards of prompt access
to lawyers and judges are essential to
ensure the prevention of ill-treatment, par-
ticularly during states of emergency.

Amnesty International observed the trial
of Brian Nelson in January and the High
Court hearing in the Channel Four case in
July. In October the organization wrote to
the government expressing concern that it
had not taken adequate steps to halt collu-
sion between members of the security
forces and Loyalist armed groups in North-
ern Ireland, to investigate thoroughly and
make known the full truth about political
killings of suspected government oppo-
nents, to bring to justice the perpetrators,
or otherwise to deter such killings. The
government rejected this: it stated that
although measures to prevent the disclo-
sure of classified information had been
taken, it would be impossible to prevent
collusion or leakage of classified informa-
tion, given the situation in Northern Ire-
land.

In February Amnesty International dele-
gates visited the Isle of Man because of
concern that existing legislation allowed
for the prosecution and imprisonment of
adult men for engaging in consensual
homosexual acts in private. In March
Amnesty International wrote to the Isle of
Man Government opposing imprisonment
on these grounds.

In July Amnesty International wrote to
the government opposing Karamijit Singh
Chahal’s threatened deportation and
expressing concern at his prolonged deten-
tion without charge or trial.

Amnesty International appealed for a
halt to the deliberate and arbitrary killing,
torture, and maiming of civilians by armed
groups.
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Thirty-one prisoners were executed, more
than in any one year since executions
were resumed in 1977. More than 2,600
prisoners were under sentence of death in
34 states. Four states carried out their
first executions in a quarter-century or
more. All 33 conscientious objectors to
the Gulf conflict adopted as prisoners of
conscience were released after serving
their sentences. There were reports of tor-
ture, ill-treatment and excessive force by
police or prison officials. New appeals
were lodged in the cases of several pris-
oners who alleged that their prosecutions
were racially or politically motivated.
Thousands of Haitian asylum-seekers
were forcibly returned to Haiti without a
hearing.

In November Bill Clinton, a Democrat,
was elected to succeed Republican George
Bush as President of the United States of
America (UsA) in January 1993.

The usa ratified the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in
June. However, it entered a large number of
reservations in which it did not accept all
of the terms in several non-derogable arti-
cles, including Article 6 on the right to life,
and Article 7 prohibiting torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
Punishment.

Thirty-one prisoners were executed,
bringing the number of executions since
1977 to 188. Arizona, California, Delaware
and Wyoming carried out their first execu-
tions in 25 years or more (the first for 46
years in the case of Delaware). Texas had
the largest number of executions; others
were carried out in Alabama, Arkansas,
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Florida, Missouri, North Carolina, Okla-
homa, Utah and Virginia.

In February in Texas Johnny Garrett
became the fifth juvenile offender to be
executed in the usa since the death penalty
was reinstated, in violation of international
standards which prohibit the execution of
people aged under 18 at the time of the
crime.

Johnny Garrett was convicted of raping
and murdering an elderly nun in 1981 when
he was aged 17. He had been sexually and
physically abused as a child and had sus-
tained severe head injuries resulting in
brain damage. He was described by a psy-
chiatrist as “one of the most psychiatrically
impaired inmates” she had ever examined
and by a psychologist as having “one of the
most virulent histories of abuse and neglect
... encountered in over 28 years of prac-
tice”. The Texas Board of Pardons and
Paroles denied clemency despite appeals
from the convent of the murdered nun and
religious leaders.

At least six other prisoners suffering
from mental illness, brain damage or men-
tal retardation were executed, in violation
of United Nations (UN) guidelines.

They included Ricky Rector, who was
executed in Arkansas in January despite
being severely brain damaged from shoot-
ing himself in the head after killing a
police officer (the crime for which he was
later sentenced to death) and subsequently
undergoing a frontal lobotomy. The Su-
preme Court denied a petition for federal
review of his mental competence to be
executed.

Witnesses reported hearing loud moans
from the chamber where Ricky Rector was
executed by lethal injection, as technicians
searched for nearly an hour to find a suit-
able vein in which to insert the needle.

Many of the executed prisoners had
received inadequate legal representation at
their trials, with court-appointed lawyers
failing, for example, to present crucial miti-
gating evidence to the sentencing hearing,
including a history of mental illness or
abuse.

Roger Coleman was executed in Virginia
in May for the rape and murder of his
sister-in-law in 1982. The execution went
ahead despite doubts which had been
raised about his guilt. He had been repre-
sented at trial by lawyers who had never
handled a murder or rape case before and
who failed to investigate many points of
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evidence. His appeal lawyers inadvertently
filed an appeal to the state court one day
too late, resulting in its dismissal on pro-
cedural grounds. The us Supreme Court
dismissed his appeal in June 1991.

All 33 conscientious objectors adopted
by Amnesty International as prisoners of
conscience for refusing to participate in the
Gulf conflict had completed their sentences
and been released by the end of the year.

There were allegations of torture, ill-
treatment or excessive force, including
lethal force, by police or prison officials
across the country.

In April, four officers of the Los Angeles
Police Department (LAPD) charged under
California law in connection with the beat-
ing of a black motorist in March 1991 (see
Amnesty International Report 1992) were
acquitted in a controversial jury decision
which led to serious rioting in Los Angeles.
The officers were later indicted on federal
civil rights charges arising from the beat-
ing, trial of which was pending at the end
of the year.

In July an inquiry into the Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Department (LASD) con-
ducted by Judge Kolts (the Kolts inquiry)
found a serious problem of excessive force,
including physical brutality and unjusti-
fied shootings of unarmed suspects by pat-
rol officers as well as ill-treatment of jail
inmates. The inquiry found that the lack of
discipline in many cases and inadequacies
in the investigation of complaints suggest-
ed that the department was “tolerant” of
excessive force. It made a number of rec-
ommendations for improving the com-
plaints and disciplinary process. The LASD
accepted only some of the recommenda-
tions.

Trial in a civil rights action against
Sheriff’s deputies from the Lynwood police
station, Los Angeles, was still pending at
the end of the year (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1992).

In July a juvenile court quashed the con-
fession of a 13-year-old murder defendant
who alleged he was subjected to electric
shocks while being interrogated by Chicago
detectives in September 1991. One of a
group of teenagers arrested after a shooting,
he was reportedly interrogated over a 24-
hour period without a responsible adult
present, contrary to state law and police
guidelines relating to minors.

In March the Chicago police department
concluded hearings into allegations that

three officers had tortured a murder sus-
pect in 1982, but no result had been given
by the end of the year. The department’s
Office of Professional Standards had rec-
ommended dismissal of the officers in 1991
after reinvestigating the allegations (see
Amnesty International Report 1992).

In April Vaughn Dortch, an inmate of
Pelican Bay Prison, California, suffered
severe burns which required skin grafts
after four guards and a prison medical
officer allegedly forced him into a bath of
scalding water while he was handcuffed,
shackled and gagged. Several months earli-
er, lawyers had filed a civil rights action on
behalf of Pelican Bay prisoners alleging a
pattern of cruel treatment, including prac-
tices such as chaining mentally disturbed
inmates to showers and toilets, shackling
inmates for prolonged periods and the use
of excessive force, including beatings. The
outcome of this action and a criminal
investigation into the April incident was
pending at the end of the year.

David Carriger, an inmate of the North-
west Correctional Center, Vermont, was
found dead in his cell in July after he had
been involved in an altercation with
guards. A prisoner alleged that he had been
choked and beaten by guards and left unat-
tended and shackled for an hour, despite
being injured and apparently unconscious.
Prison and civil liberties groups questioned
the independence of an internal prison
inquiry into the incident which found that
no excessive force had been used; they
claimed to have received numerous reports
of beatings, medical neglect and other
abuses at the prison and called for a full
investigation into all these complaints. No
further action had been taken by the end of
the year.

There were complaints of ill-treatment
of inmates at the Maximum Control Com-
plex (Mcc) of Westville Prison, Indiana,
which opened in 1991 to house prisoners
with serious disciplinary problems. Com-
plaints included the lack of social contact
between inmates, inadequate exercise, plus
alleged beatings and inappropriate use of
restraints.

In September and October three Native
American inmates of the Young Adult Cor-
rectional Facility in Utah were confined to
their cells for 24 hours a day and threat-
ened with transfer to a maximum security
prison when they refused for religious rea-
sons to comply with an order to cut their




hair. Amnesty International expressed the
view that placing them in lockdown under
the circumstances could amount to cruel,
inhuman or degrading punishment.

A federal investigation into allegations
of ill-treatment of prisoners at Montana
State Penitentiary following a riot in Sept-
ember 1991 ended in October, when the us
Justice Department reported that no crimi-
nal civil rights charges would be brought as
it had found no evidence that guards had
engaged in malicious or unjustified acts. A
National Institution of Corrections inquiry
had earlier reported serious abuses by
guards following the riot.

The outcome of an administrative
inquiry into complaints of ill-treatment of
prisoners at two Connecticut prisons in
January and April 1991 was still pending at
the end of the year.

An order issued by President Bush in
May allowed the us authorities to forcibly
return to Haiti all Haitian asylum-seekers
intercepted in international waters by the
us Coast Guard, without giving any of them
an opportunity to apply for asylum or
attempting to examine the merits of their
claims. By the end of the year, more than
25,000 Haitians had been returned to Haiti
under this order. Since late 1991 Haitians
intercepted at sea had been brought to the
US naval base at Guantanamo, Cuba, where
they were “screened” to determine whether
they were at risk if returned to Haiti. At the
end of the year, the legality of the executive
order was being considered by the us
Supreme Court.

In November, new arguments were pre-
sented in the case of Leonard Peltier, a
leader of the American Indian Movement
convicted of murder in 1977 (see previous
Amnesty International Reports). Fifty-five
members of the Canadian Parliament sup-
ported his appeal, contending that Leonard
Peltier had been wrongfully extradited
from Canada on false affidavits in 1976.

In June Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, usa: Torture, ill-treatment
and excessive force by police in Los Ange-
les, California. The report suggested that
members of the LAPD and LAsD regularly
resorted to excessive force, particularly in
black and latino neighbourhoods. It docu-
mented more than 30 cases involving phys-
ical brutality, unjustified shootings and the
use of police dogs to inflict unwarranted
Injuries on suspects. The report acknowl-
edged that some steps had been taken to

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA |

address the problem of excessive force,
including implementation of some recom-
mendations made by an independent com-
mission on the LAPD in 1991 (see Amnesty
International Report 1992). Amnesty Inter-
national’'s recommendations included
incorporating UN guidelines on the use of
force and firearms into police codes of
practice, a review of the use of canine units
and an independent oversight of com-
plaints against both departments.

In July Amnesty International wrote to
the LAPD asking to be informed of the out-
come of an inquiry into the fatal police
shooting of an unarmed black truck driver,
John Daniels Jr, on 1 July. No response had
been received by the end of the year.

In October Amnesty International wrote
to the LasD and the Los Angeles Board of
Supervisors, reiterating its concerns in
light of the findings of the Kolts inquiry
and urging full implementation of its rec-
ommendations.

During the year, Amnesty International
wrote to the authorities about allegations of
ill-treatment in prisons, including the
burning of Vaughn Dortch and conditions
in Pelican Bay State Prison; the death of
David Carriger and the alleged ill-treatment
and medical neglect of other inmates at the
Northwest Correctional Center, Vermont;
conditions at the Mcc, Westville, Indiana;
alleged abuses of inmates of Montana State
Penitentiary and two Connecticut prisons
in 1991 and the punishment of Native
American prisoners who refused to cut
their hair on religious grounds at the
Young Adult Correctional Facility in Utah.
Amnesty International also wrote to the
federal authorities about the isolation of
inmates in the maximum security K-Unit of
Marion Prison; and it urged a review of a
Washington State prison policy of intimate
body searches of women prisoners by male
guards. Amnesty International received
replies from the prison authorities in Ver-
mont, Indiana and Washington, denying
ill-treatment or excessive force in the cases
cited. The Warden of Pelican Bay Prison
replied that a medical assistant involved in
the bathing of Vaughn Dortch had been dis-
missed and that the other allegations were
being investigated by the federal courts.
Replies were also received from the Bureau
of Prisons about K-Unit of Marion Prison,
and from state and federal officials about
Montana State Penitentiary.

Amnesty International wrote to the
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Attorney General of Mississippi in Novem-
ber, urging that a full, independent inquiry
be held into the death of a black youth,
Andre Lamond Jones, found hanged in
August in a Mississippi jail. Although his
death had been ruled a suicide, no inquest
was held and family and community mem-
bers expressed concern about the circum-
stances. The Attorney General replied that
extensive inquiries had been conducted
into the case but gave no further informa-
tion. Amnesty International continued to
seek information on the case.

In oral statements to the uN Sub-
Commission on Prevention of Discrimina-
tion and Protection of Minorities in August
and its Working Group on Indigenous
Populations in July, Amnesty International
included reference to its concerns in the
USA. In October Amnesty International pub-
lished Human rights violations against the
indigenous peoples of the Americas, which
included concerns in the usa. In November
Amnesty International published a report,
UsA: Human rights and American Indians.
Cases described in the report included
prisoners under sentence of death; allega-
tions of ill-treatment; fair trial concerns in
the case of Leonard Peltier and concerns
surrounding the unsolved murder of an
Indian lawyer, Julian Pierce, in North
Carolina in 1988.

URUGUAY

Beatings and other forms of ill-treatment
of criminal suspects by police continued
to be reported. Judicial investigations into
most reported human rights violations
committed in recent years made little
progress. The Inter-American Commis-
sion on Human Rights ruled that the 1986

Expiry Law which blocked investigations
into human rights violations committed
before 1986 was incompatible with the
American Convention on Human Rights,
and called on the government to investi-
gate Kkillings, torture and “disappear-
ances” committed under the military
government of the 1970s and early 1980s.

During the year there was a resurgence
of clandestine armed groups allegedly
linked to the military, which carried out
several violent attacks, including bomb-
ings. Among the groups claiming responsi-
bility were the Guardia de Artigas, Artigas
Guard, and the Comando Juan Antonio
Lavalleja, Juan Antonio Lavalleja Com-
mando, which reportedly said it had
been formed by 50 military officers, 15 of
them on active duty. Among those whose
property was attacked were former Pres-
ident Sanguinetti, the Commander-in-Chief
of the Navy and a parliamentary deputy.

Uruguay ratified the Inter-American
Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture
in November.

New reports of ill-treatment of detainees
in police custody were received. At least
five of the victims were minors. In some
cases, complaints were presented to the
courts for investigation, but to Amnesty
International’s knowledge those respons-
ible were not brought to justice.

Beatings were the most common
method of ill-treatment, but other methods
were also reported. One man arrested in
Artigas in mid-1992 said that he had been
deprived of food for three days to make
him confess to a murder he had not com-
mitted.

In August a 17-year-old mentally han-
dicapped youth shot in the leg as he at-
tempted to flee from police was reportedly
beaten on the injured leg while in police
custody. His leg was fractured in three
places but it was several hours before he
received any medical treatment. Two 14-
year-old youths arrested in Salto in August
alleged that they were beaten on the chest
and stomach and made to run around
inside the police station. The head of
police in Salto later made a public commit-
ment to investigate the incident and pun-
ish those responsible, but it was not clear
to Amnesty International whether any
action was taken.

Little progress was reported in judicial
investigations into cases of torture and ill-
treatment which had occurred in previous '




years. In April the United Nations (UN)
Committee against Torture recognized the
government’s commitment to abide by its
international obligations but called on it
“to prosecute cases of torture which were
still outstanding”.

In December, following the publication
in a national newspaper of photographs
claiming to show four detainees chained to
their beds in punishment cells in Libertad
prison, members of the Human Rights
Commission of the House of Representa-
tives visited the prison to investigate these
claims, including the authenticity of the
photographs, and other allegations of ill-
treatment. Allegations were also received
that excessive force had been used in a
security operation in the prison shortly
before the photographs were published.
Prisoners said that a group of guards acting
without the director’s authority were
responsible for the ill-treatment. The com-
mission’s report on its findings was due in
early 1993. A judicial investigation was
also initiated.

In its report to the uN Committee against
Torture, the government stated that in-
formation about the death of 16-year-
old Rafael Berén Charquero in Miguelete
prison in 1991 had been passed to the
judicial authorities, and that as a result
of an administrative inquiry two special
staff at the prison had been dismissed
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
Lawyers acting on behalf of his family pre-
sented a civil suit for damages against the
state, which was continuing at the end of
the year.

In the case of Raul Gonzilez, who was
shot dead by police in 1991 (see Amnesty
International Report 1992), the state agreed
to pay substantial damages to his family
after acknowledging that one of its employ-
ees was responsible for his death.

No steps were taken to bring to justice
those responsible for killings, “disappear-
ances” and torture during the period of
military rule from 1973 to 1985. In October
the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights ruled that the 1986 Expiry Law (see
Amnesty International Reports 1988 to
1992) was incompatible with the American
Convention on Human Rights. Among
other things, it violated the right to a fair
trial and the right to court protection
against acts that violate fundamental
| human rights. The Commission recom-
mended that the government take measures
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to clarify the facts and identify those
responsible for human rights violations
during the period of military rule.

In May a judge ordered that a blood test
should be carried out on a 15-year-old boy
to ascertain whether he was the “disap-
peared” son of Sara Méndez (see Amnesty
International Report 1992). Lawyers acting
on behalf of the adoptive parents of the boy
appealed against the judge’s decision to
order the blood test against the boy’s will.
The judge had ruled that under Uruguayan
law a minor is not capable of acting “with
mature judgement”. The appeal was still
pending at the end of the year.

UZBEKISTAN

S Y

Several prisoners of conscience were de-
tained. Opponents of the government and
independent journalists were assaulted by
unidentified attackers, possibly with the
complicity of the authorities.

Uzbekistan’s independence, declared in
August 1991, was recognized internation-
ally following the dissolution of the Soviet
Union. Headed by President Islam Kari-
mov, Uzbekistan became a member of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe in January and the United
Nations in March.

Prisoner of conscience Babur Shakirov
was arrested in August and charged with
“calling for the overthrow of the state and
social order” under Article 60 of the Crimi-
nal Code. The charge related to his involve-
ment in forming a non-violent social
organization called Milli Mejlis, National
Council. He had previously been a prisoner
of conscience for 10 years under the Soviet
government. In December, two other orga-
nizers of Milli Mejlis — Khazratkul Khuday-
berdi and Odanazar Arifov — were arrested
on the same charge as Babur Shakirov. The

same month human rights activist Abdu- |
mannob Pulatov was abducted by Uzbek |
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security officials from a human rights con-
ference in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, and
forcibly repatriated to Uzbekistan where he
was charged with “infringement upon the
honour and dignity of the President” under
the Criminal Code.

Short-term  “administrative  arrest”,
which can be imposed by a judge for up to
15 days without trial or right of appeal,
continued to be used to detain people seek-
ing to exercise non-violently their rights to
freedom of expression and association. In
April, for example, Yusuf Narov, a member
of the opposition party Erk (Freedom), was
placed under “administrative arrest” for
five days for taking part in an unsanctioned
demonstration. In July Mikhail Ardzinov
served 10 days’ “administrative arrest” in
connection with his activities as deputy
chairman of the Human Rights Society of
Uzbekistan.

Pulat Akhunov, a probable prisoner of
conscience, was sentenced in December to
18 months’ imprisonment following con-
viction on criminal charges which had
allegedly been fabricated to punish him for
political activities. A deputy chairman of
the officially registered opposition move-
ment Birlik (Unity), he was arrested in July
and charged with assault. Sources claimed
that the alleged assault victim should have
been serving a custodial sentence for rape
and robbery at the time of the alleged
assault, and had named Pulat Akhunov as
his assailant at the prompting of police.

There were at least seven incidents of
serious physical assault on opposition
leaders or independent journalists by
unidentified attackers. In June Birlik chair-
man Abdurakhim Pulatov needed emer-
gency hospital treatment for skull fractures
after four men attacked him and a compan-
ion with metal bars as they left an inter-
view at a police station in the capital,
Tashkent. It was alleged that local law
enforcement authorities looked on while
the attack took place.

The Uzbekistan Criminal Code retained
the death penalty for 19 peacetime
offences. However, senior officials stated in
April that regulations introduced in
December 1991 had reduced the number of
offences which in practice still carried the
death penalty to four: treason; premed-
itated, aggravated murder; murder of a
minor; and aggravated rape. No death sen-
tences were known to have been passed.

Amnesty International appealed for the

release of Babur Shakirov, Khazratkul Khu-
dayberdi, Odanazar Arifov and Abduman-
nob Pulatov. It sought further information
from the authorities about the case of Pulat
Akhunov. In July Amnesty International
urged the authorities to ensure that the
assaults on opposition figures and journal-
ists were fully investigated and every effort
made to identify and bring to justice those
responsible. Amnesty International contin-
ued to press the authorities to abolish the
death penalty.

In April Amnesty International repres-
entatives visited Uzbekistan for the first
time. They met government ministers and
other officials and discussed the death
penalty and prospects for constitutional
and legislative reform.

VENEZUELA

Scores of people, including prisoners of
conscience, were arrested during periods
of suspended guarantees which followed
coup attempts in February and Novem-
ber. The frequent use of torture by the
security forces, sometimes leading to the
death of the detainee, continued to be
reported. Prison conditions remained
extremely harsh. At least one person
“disappeared”. Dozens of people were
extrajudicially executed by members ©
the armed forces.

On 4 February a faction of the army
unsuccessfully attempted to overthrow the
government of President Carlos Andrés
Pérez. The coup leaders were arrested and
at the end of the year 68 military officers
allegedly involved in the coup attempt
remained in prison. On 27 November a s€C
ond coup attempt was foiled. Dozens O
people were killed during fighting and at




least 200 members of the armed forces
and some civilians were arrested. On both
occasions the government immediately
suspended a series of constitutional
guarantees for several weeks, including the
right not to be arrested or imprisoned
without warrant unless caught in flagrante
delicto. In November it also imposed a cur-
few for five days.

There were widespread anti-government
protests in March and April prompted by
harsh economic conditions and dozens of
demonstrations by students and others dur-
ing the year. At least 15 people were killed
by the security forces during the suppres-
sion of the protests.

During the periods of suspended guar-
antees the security forces carried out raids
in several cities and detained hundreds of
people for short periods, including prison-
ers of conscience. Those detained included
student leaders, members of political par-
ties and community activists.

Following the 27 November coup
attempt, at least 200 members of the armed
forces and some civilians, including pris-
oners of conscience, were arrested. They
were charged with participating in a
military rebellion and summarily tried by
military courts in December. Most of the
defendants were denied access to an inde-
Pendent lawyer.

During the periods of full guarantees,
the police carried out scores of arbitrary
arrests, particularly in the barrios (poor
urban neighbourhoods). For example, in
May the military intelligence agency Dire-
ccion de Inteligencia Militar (DiM) and the
Police intelligence agency Direccién de
los Servicios de Inteligencia y Prevencion
(D1sip) arrested without warrant at least 27
student and political activists, among them
former political prisoner Eder Puerta
Aponte. Most were released hours later,
but at least three were detained for more
than two weeks without charge. Hundreds
of other people were denied their right to a
fair trial by being administratively detained
under the Ley de Vagos y Maleantes, Law
of Vagrants and Crooks, which permits
administrative detention for periods of up
to five years without judicial appeal or
Treview. Most of those detained under this
law are subjected to cruel, inhuman or
degrading conditions in establishments
which lack adequate sanitary facilities and
detainees are frequently victims of torture
and ill-treatment by prison wardens.

VENEZUELA

Torture and ill-treatment continued to
be reported, usually during incommuni-
cado detention, which is forbidden by the
Constitution even when guarantees are sus-
pended. Torture methods included beat-
ings, near-asphyxiation with plastic bags,
electric shocks and mock executions.
Official forensic doctors often deliberately
failed to document cases of torture ade-
quately. Medical treatment for detainees
who suffered torture was frequently
unavailable or inadequate.

Among the dozens of cases of torture
reported were those of 14 people, most
of them students, arrested without warrant
by the Policia Metropolitana, Metropolitan
Police, when they raided a university cam-
pus in Caracas to disperse a demonstration
in January. While in police headquarters
the detainees were reportedly beaten, given
electric shocks and threatened with death.
One was released the same day but 13 were
detained without charge in prison for
almost two weeks. Those responsible for
their alleged torture were not brought to
justice. In February, 22 people, many of
them students, were arrested without war-
rant in the town of Valencia, Carabobo, by
the state police. The detainees, who were
later charged with military rebellion, were
held incommunicado for eight days, during
which they were reportedly tortured with
electric shocks, death threats and beatings.
One of the detainees, Carmen Alicia G6mez
Potella, who was four months pregnant at
the time, had a threatened miscarriage as a
result. Thirteen were released uncharged
after one month and the rest two weeks
later. None of those responsible for their
alleged torture had been brought to justice
by the end of the year.

In another case, José Blondell was
arrested in March by members of the
Policia Técnica Judicial (pT}), criminal
investigations police, in Caracas, and inter-
rogated about an alleged murder. He
alleged that he was repeatedly beaten with
metal bars and nearly asphyxiated with a
plastic bag. He was released uncharged
after one week. He lodged formal com-
plaints with the Attorney General's Office,
but to Amnesty International’s knowledge
those responsible remained at large by the
end of the year.

Several detainees died as a result of
injuries sustained during torture. For
example, in late May Rommer Figueroa
Lizardi died reportedly as a consequence of
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beatings and kicks by members of the
Guardia Nacional, National Guard, who
had arrested him earlier that day during a
demonstration in Ciudad Guayana, Bolivar.

Prison conditions continued to be
extremely harsh, in many cases amounting
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.
Serious overcrowding, lack of security for
prison inmates, the arbitrary use of punish-
ment cells and poor sanitary conditions
prompted protests in several prisons. In
March at least seven prisoners were report-
edly arbitrarily killed in the state prison of
Valencia, Carabobo, known as Mdxima de
Tocuyito, when prison guards quelled
protests about overcrowding and ill-treat-
ment.

At least one person “disappeared” from
custody. Hemelson Vertiz was arrested on
22 June by three uniformed men who iden-
tified themselves as members of the DM in
his home in Maracaibo, Zulia. His where-
abouts remained unknown at the end of the
year.

Dozens of people were extrajudicially
executed by members of the armed forces.
On 4 February three soldiers and four stu-
dents suspected of having joined the rebel
forces in the coup attempt were shot at
close range in Valencia after they had been
detained by members of the security forces.
Those responsible remained at large at the
end of the year. Other possible extrajudi-
cial executions reported during 1992
included the killings of Naser Palmar and
Pedro José Paz, two Wayiu Indians. They
were killed by members of the presidential
guard on 12 October and at least five other
Wayiu were shot and wounded when their
truck crashed near an official celebration
attended by President Carlos Andrés Pérez
in Paraguaipoa, Zulia state. Initial reports
claiming that the Indians had made an
attempt on the life of the President were
later officially denied. Those responsible
for the killings had not been brought to
justice by the end of the year.

On 27 November at least 63 inmates of
the Retén de Catia prison in Caracas were
killed by members of the Metropolitan

| Police and the National Guard who raided

the severely overcrowded prison to quell a
reported escape attempt. According to

| reports, the security forces arbitrarily shot
| at the prisoners, many of whom were
| reportedly victims of extrajudicial execu-

tions. Forensic examinations reported that

: many victims had been shot in the back.

Those responsible had not been brought to
justice by the end of the year.

At least 15 people were killed and
dozens wounded during the suppression of
anti-government protests by the security
forces. On 10 March four people, three of
whom were less than 15 years old, were
killed in Caracas, reportedly as a result of
excessive use of force, when the police
fired at them with live ammunition. On 8
April three people died in Maracay when
members of the state police of Aragua arbi-
trarily opened fire on protesters during a
peaceful demonstration.

There were reports of dozens of killings
by members of the security forces in the
course of criminal investigations, particu-
larly in the barrios, in circumstances sug-
gesting that the killings were arbitrary and
deliberate. Gabriel Antonio Martfn Salaver-
rfa was shot at point-blank range by mem-
bers of the Metropolitan Police. The police
claimed that they shot him during an
exchange of gunfire, but this was denied by
several eye-witnesses, who also alleged
that the police failed to provide emergency
care for the wounded man who died hours
later on 28 January.

Very few of those responsible for torture
and other human rights violations were
brought to justice, despite scores of com-
plaints filed with the relevant authorities.
For example, those responsible for the
torture of Yorfan José Escobar Berrios and
for the killing of Rail Contreras in 1991
(see Amnesty International Report 1992),
remained at large.

In May a military court absolved and
released the 15 members of a military
patrol accused of the massacre of 14 fisher-
men in 1988 (see Amnesty International
Report 1992). An appeal against the deci-
sion was lodged by the victims’ lawyers in
July and the proceedings, which suffered @
series of delays and contradictory rulings,
were still continuing at the end of the year.

Judicial investigations into past human
rights violations, including extrajudicial
executions by members of the security
forces and deaths in custody, continued t0
make little or no progress in the majority ©
cases. More than 200 cases of death an
serious injury caused by members of the
security forces reported in 1989 remain€
unresolved in the courts. During 1992
investigations into unmarked graves in
Caracas were halted. Sixty-five bodies ©
people reportedly killed by the police and




army during widespread disturbances in
1989, which had been recovered in 1991,
remained unidentified (see Amnesty Inter-
national Report 1992).

In February Amnesty International
wrote to President Carlos Andrés Pérez
calling for the adoption of effective mea-
sures to prevent human rights violations
during the period of suspended guarantees
which followed the coup attempt. In
December the organization wrote to the
President to express its concern about
human rights violations reported after the
27 November coup attempt including the
killings of prisoners in Caracas. The organi-
zation called on the government to adopt
effective measures to bring those responsi-
ble to justice and to prevent further abuses.

In July Amnesty International published
Venezuela: Torture and other human rights
violations, which described the findings of
an Amnesty International delegation which
visited the country in May. The organiza-
tion expressed its concern about extrajudi-
cial executions reported in the wake of the
coup attempt, continuing reports of torture
and arbitrary killings by members of the
security forces, and the failure of the courts
to properly investigate complaints of
human rights violations. Amnesty Interna-
tional repeatedly called on the government
to bring those responsible to justice.

VIET NAM

At least 70 prisoners of conscience and
Possible prisoners of conscience remained
Imprisoned throughout 1992, Five prison-
ers of conscience were released, as were
over 100 former officials and military per-
sonnel of the pre-1975 government who

VENEZUELAWVIETNAM |

had been detained without trial in ‘“re-
education” camps for up to 17 years. At
least 20 suspected critics or opponents of
the government were reportedly arrested
during the year. At least 14 other political
prisoners, including possible prisoners of
conscience, were tried during the year;
their trials appeared to fall short of inter-
national fair trial standards. Three people
were reported to have been sentenced to
death but it was not known whether there
were any executions.

In April the National Assembly adopted
a new Constitution which introduced guar-
antees for fundamental rights, including
freedom of expression, association and
movement. Former General Le Duc Anh
became President and Vo Van Kiet was re-
elected Prime Minister following elections
in July.

Five prisoners of conscience were
released during the year. They were Le Van
Tien, a writer, Thadeus Nguyen Van Ly, a
Catholic priest, To Thuy Yen, a poet,
Nguyen Khac Chinh, a lawyer, and Tran
Xuan Tu, a Protestant pastor. However,
more than 70 prisoners of conscience and
possible prisoners of conscience remained
in prison throughout 1992, including
Dominic Tran Dinh Tu, an 86-year-old
Catholic priest; Thich Tri Sieu, a Buddhist
monk; Nguyen Dan Que, a doctor; and Tran
Mai, a Protestant pastor. Tran Mai was
reportedly arrested in October 1991 in Ho
Chi Minh City, accused of “pursuing reli-
gious activities without permission” and
using such activities “to fight the govern-
ment”. He was also accused of “abusing
religious powers” and of having main-
tained links with overseas Christian organi-
zations along with Pastors Dinh Thien Tu
and Tran Dinh Ai (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1992).

At least 20 suspected critics or oppo-
nents of the government were reportedly
arrested in 1992. They included possible
prisoners of conscience. Nguyen Si Binh, a
nuclear engineer and businessman with
United States (us) citizenship, was arrested
with 16 others, including his sister and

step-brother, in April and accused of |

attempting to overthrow the government.
Nguyen Si Binh had reportedly returned to
Viet Nam to do market research on behalf
of some Us companies. He and the others
had not been tried by the end of the year.
Nguyen Ly Tuong, a former parliament-

arian and newspaper editor, was arrested |
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in June near the Thanh Da church in
Ho Chi Minh City. Although not formally
charged, he was apparently detained un-
der Article 73 of the Criminal Code for
alleged “actions aimed at overthrowing
the People’s Government”. He had earl-
ier been detained without trial in a “re-
education” camp from January 1975 to Feb-
ruary 1988.

Buddhist monks Thich Khong Tanh and
Thich Tri Luc were arrested in October in
Ho Chi Minh City and charged with “trav-
elling without permission”. The real reason
for their arrests appeared to be their posses-
sion of documents signed and issued by
Thich Huyen Quang, a Buddhist leader and
prisoner of conscience held under house
arrest in Quang Nghia village in Nghia
Binh Province since 1982 (see Amnesty
International Reports 1986, 1987 and
1988). Some of the documents, which were
addressed to the Vietnamese authorities
and distributed to Buddhist followers in
Viet Nam and abroad, were critical of the
government’s treatment of and policies
towards Buddhist monks and nuns. The
documents urged the authorities to return
all confiscated church properties and
release all those, including monks, impris-
oned or under house arrest for opposing
government policies and regulations on
religion. They also called for an end to
divisions among Vietnamese Buddhists
and urged the government to allow the
Unified Buddhist Church (usc) to function
independently. Thich Huyen Quang and
his followers are members of the usc and
oppose the government-sponsored Viet
Nam Buddhist Church.

At least 14 critics or opponents of the
government were tried and convicted in
several trials under provisions of the 1986
Criminal Code. The trials appeared to fall
short of international standards for fair trial
in several respects, including the lack of
independent legal representation. Doan

| Thanh Liem, a lawyer and a prisoner of

conscience, was tried in May in Ho Chi
Minh City. He had been arrested with sev-
eral other people in 1990 for alleged espi-
onage and involvement in the drafting of
an unauthorized constitution (see Amnesty
International Reports 1991 and 1992). He
was sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment
on a charge of spreading “anti-socialist pro-
paganda”, an offence under Article 82 of
the Criminal Code. A co-defendant, Nguyen
Tri, was sentenced to eight years’ imprison-

ment at the same trial. Other opponents of
the government were convicted of plotting
against the government and sentenced to
long prison terms.

It was reported in May that Doan Viet
Hoat, an academic and a prisoner of con-
science held since November 1990, and
several others arrested with him, would be
tried in Ho Chi Minh City. However, no
date for the trial was given and it was not
known to have taken place by the end of
the year. Doan Viet Hoat had previously
been detained without trial from 1976 to
1988 for peacefully expressing his political
opinions.

More than 100 former officials and mili-
tary officers of the former Republic of Viet
Nam (RVN) were released between January
and May. They had been held in “re-educa-
tion” camps since 1975 under Resolution
49/TvQH, which provides for indefinite
detention without charge or trial (see
Ampnesty International Report 1992). Those
released reportedly included two former
senior officials, eight former generals, nine
former colonels and 11 former intelligence
officers. Nguyen Thanh Long, a lawyer and
a former officer in the Army of the Repub-
lic of Viet Nam (ARVN), was one of 38
prisoners released on 15 January. He had
reported for “re-education” in June 1975
and had subsequently been held in a camp
in Nam Ha, Ha Nam Ninh Province.
Nguyen Kim Tay, another former ARVN
officer who had been held since 1975, was
released on 10 February along with 37
other former military personnel.

Three people were reportedly sentenced
to death after being convicted of offences
including murder, theft and arms
trafficking, but it was not known whether
there were any executions.

Amnesty International welcomed the
releases of prisoners of conscience and
long-term political detainees, but contin-
ued to press for the release of all prisoners
of conscience and for the fair trial or
release of political prisoners. Amnesty
International also expressed its concern
that the trials of some political prisoners
may have fallen short of international fair
trial standards.

In April Amnesty International pub-
lished a report, Viet Nam: Continué
detention of members of religious organiza-
tions, which expressed concern about the
continued detention of people for the
peaceful expression of their religious




beliefs. In June Amnesty International
published a further report, Viet Nam:
Arrests of political prisoners 1990-1991.

In September the Vietnamese Gov-
ernment responded to a submission by
Amnesty International concerning the case
of Nguyen Dan Que (see Amnesty Inter-
national Reports 1991 and 1992) to the
United Nations Commission on Human
Rights Working Group on arbitrary deten-
tion. The government wrote to the Presid-
ent of the Working Group denying that
Nguyen Dan Que was a political prisoner
and that he was being subjected to arbitrary
detention. The government stated that he
had been accused of “activities aimed at
overthrowing the government” under Arti-
cle 73 of the Criminal Code and had subse-
quently been tried and sentenced by a
court of law in Ho Chi Minh City in Novem-
ber 1991. Amnesty International continued
to appeal for the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of Nguyen Dan Que, whom it
considered to be a prisoner of conscience
held solely for the peaceful expression of
his political beliefs and activities for the
promotion of human rights.

YEMEN
@~

ol

Over 1,000 people, among them prisoners
of conscience, were arrested following
anti-government  demonstrations, the
majority of whom were released by the
end of the year. At least 27 other govern-
ment opponents, including two prisoners
of conscience and several possible prison-
ers of conscience, were still held at the
end of the year. Most had been convicted
after unfair trials. Torture and ill-treat-
ment of detainees were widespread and
flogging continued to be used as a form of

VIET NAM/YEMEN

judicial punishment. Prison conditions
were harsh. At least 16 people were killed
in circumstances suggesting they were
victims of extrajudicial executions. Sever-
al hundred cases of ‘“disappearance”
which occurred in previous years
remained unresolved. Five people were
executed and 31 other death sentences
were ratified by the Presidential Council.
Hundreds of other prisoners were
believed to be under sentence of death.

General elections scheduled for Novem-
ber were postponed until April 1993.

The Penal Code and the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedures of unified Yemen had not
been promulgated by the end of the year
and the legal systems of the former Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic of Yemen (PDRY)
and the Yemen Arab Republic (vaRr)
remained separate.

One person arrested in April on charges
of apostasy was a prisoner of conscience.
‘Ali  ‘Abdul-Fattah Hashim, a school
teacher, was held at Sana‘a Central Prison;
his trial had not been concluded by the end
of the year.

Another  prisoner of conscience
remained under sentence of death after
more than nine and a half years’ imprison-
ment. Mansur Rajih, a member of the for-
mer National Democratic Front (NDF), the
main opposition group in the former vARr,
was arrested in July 1983. He was tortured
during interrogation and convicted of a
murder he did not commit after an unfair
trial. His death sentence was pending
ratification by the Presidential Council at
the end of the year. It was not possible to
confirm the continued detention of ‘Ayesh
‘Ali ‘Ubad, another prisoner of conscience,
and of 15 other suspected NDF members
(see Amnesty International Reports 1990 to
1992).

In December over 1,000 people, includ-
ing prisoners of conscience, were arrested
following violent anti-government demon-
strations in Ta'iz, al-Hudaida and Sana‘a.
The demonstrations were held in protest
against rising prices of basic commodities
and the government’s general economic
policy. The arrests were carried out by al-
’Amn al-Siyassi (Political Security), al-
’Amn al-Markazi (Central Security) and the
army. Some of the detainees were arrested
in their homes or in the street after the
demonstrations had ended. Many of those
held were students, but they also included
civil servants, labourers and military
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personnel. The majority were released
uncharged within days, but at least 50
remained in detention at the end of the
year. Among them were Muhammad Yahya
al-Sabri and Sarhan al-Muhayya, both
officers in the air force, who were held
incommunicado in the military intelli-
gence detention centre in Sala in the city of
Ta‘iz. Many of the detainees were allegedly
subjected to beatings and electric shocks.

Three people arrested after violent anti-
government protests in Sana‘a in 1991 (see
Amnesty International Report 1992) were
tried and sentenced to prison terms in
March. Insufficient information was avail-
able to Amnesty International to assess
whether they received a fair trial. Fourteen
others arrested at the same time were re-
leased uncharged at the beginning of 1992.

At least 25 political prisoners, among
them possible prisoners of conscience, con-
tinued to be held throughout the year. All
were suspected members of the NDF who
had been arrested between 1981 and 1989
in the former YAR. Two continued to be
held without charge or trial and a third
remained in Sana‘a Central Prison despite
having been tried and acquitted in 1988.
Eight had been sentenced to prison terms
or to paying diyya (a fine imposed in accor-
dance with tribal tradition). Fourteen were
under sentence of death following unfair
trials. Those convicted had reportedly been
denied prompt access to lawyers, been
given inadequate time to prepare their
defence and had been found guilty of mur-
der, kidnapping and other charges on the
basis of contested “confessions” and wit-
ness testimony. All the sentences were
pending appeal or ratification by the Pres-
idential Council.

In April and May, 27 other NDF members
were released following a decision by the
Presidential Council. Most had been sen-
tenced to prison terms after unfair trials in
previous years. Mahdi Naji al-‘Awadi, an
NDF member who had remained in custody
although he had been acquitted when
brought to trial in 1988, was also released
in May.

Torture and ill-treatment of prisoners
remained widespread. In one case at least
14 untried detainees were tortured in the
Criminal Investigations Headquarters in al-
Soor, al-Hudaida, between December 1991
and January 1992. They were allegedly
arrested in connection with a land dispute
but were tortured to force them to “con-

fess” to having committed murder or to

| implicate others. Among them was Fatima
| Zayd Saleh °‘Ali, a housewife who was

detained with her two children. She suf-

" fered a broken arm and a fractured jaw as
a result of repeated beatings, and was
allegedly threatened with rape. While she
was being interrogated, her one-month-old
baby was left alone in the cold on the roof
of the building. Three members of the
group were still held at the end of the year;
the remaining 11 were released uncharged
in December.

At least five detainees were tortured in
al-‘Amri police station in Sana‘a in Decem-
ber. Among them was ‘Abo Muhammad
Fath, a nine-year-old boy accused of theft,
who was burned with cigarettes and beaten
all over his body while suspended by the
wrists from a high window. Following a
strike by lawyers in protest against the
abuses committed at the police station, the
government ordered the release of the five
detainees and the commander of the police
station was arrested pending the out-
come of a judicial investigation. Reports

were also received of the torture and ill-
treatment of Somali refugees, including
the rape and attempted rape of five women
in al-Hudaida Central Prison and of two
others in Madinat al-Sha‘b refugee camp
in ‘Aden.

The judicial punishment of flogging
continued to be imposed. It was not poss-
ible to gauge the overall extent of its use in
the country; however, between January and
March, 77 prisoners were flogged in Sana‘a
and Dhamar Central prisons alone.

Conditions in prisons at times amount-
ed to cruel, inhuman or degrading treat-
ment. In May Suffyan Hammoud
Muhammad ‘Affan, a political prisoner,
died in Ta‘iz Central Prison; he had been
held there for over nine years. Although
seriously ill, he was apparently denied
proper medical care during his imprison-
ment.

During the year several political act-
ivists were deliberately killed, apparently
for political reasons. Those targeted were
principally members of the Yemeni Social-
ist Party (Ysp). Among them was Colonel
Majid Murshid Sayf, a member of the Cent-
ral Committee of the vsp. In June he was
wounded after resisting attempts to abduct
him at a military check-point in Sana@a.
He was allegedly then taken to the head-
| quarters of al-Amn al-Markazi in the city

—




and killed. No investigation was known to
have been held into his death.

In December at least 15 demonstrators
were killed in Ta‘iz and Sana‘a during anti-
government demonstrations (see above) in
circumstances suggesting that some at least
may have been victims of extrajudicial exe-
cutions. According to reports, military and
security forces brought in to disperse
demonstrations did so using a level of force
out of all proportion to any threat posed,
including the firing of anti-aircraft guns
and other heavy weaponry. The govern-
ment subsequently listed the names of 12
people said to have been killed, but the
real figure was believed to be higher. The
official list did not include, for example,
Hammud al-Halimi, a labourer who was
killed in Ta‘iz. A parliamentary inquiry
into the killings was set up, but it had not
been concluded by the end of the year. No
judicial inquiry was known to have been
initiated.

The fate of hundreds of detainees who
“disappeared” in previous years in the
former vArR and PDRY remained unknown,
although Amnesty International received
new information about hundreds of cases.
Most had been detained in the 1970s or in
January 1986 in the former PDRY but 11 had
“disappeared” in the former YAR between
1978 and 1985 (see previous Amnesty
International Reports). Those who had
“disappeared” in the former PDRY included
‘Abdul-Rahman ‘Umar Baljun, a writer and
General Director of Aden Television.

In May and December, five people con-
victed of premeditated murder were exe-
cuted in Sana‘a, Ibb and Hajja. Thirty-one
other prisoners convicted of the same
offence had their death sentences ratified
by the Presidential Council in early Decem-
ber. Hundreds of other prisoners were
believed to be under sentence of death.

Amnesty International urged the gov-
ernment to release unconditionally two
Prisoners of conscience, Mansur Rajih and
‘Ali ‘Abdul-Fattah Hashim. The organiza-
tion also called for the fair trial or release
of other political detainees and for judicial
Teview of the cases of political prisoners
sentenced after unfair trials. In March
Amnesty International urged the govern-
ment to establish an inquiry into allega-
tions of torture of detainees at the Criminal
Investigations Headquarters in al-Hudaida.
In September the organization submitted
details of 140 “disappeared” prisoners to

YEMEN/YUGOSLAVIA (FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF)

the government and again called for an
independent inquiry to be initiated to cla-
rify their cases.(ylowever, no such inquiry
had been established by the end of the
year. In December Amnesty International
appealed to the government not to carry
out the death sentences ratified by the Pres-
idential Council.

In December the government reiterated
its denial that political prisoners were
being held in Yemen. It asserted that the
officer responsible for the torture of
detainees at the Criminal Investigation
Headquarters in al-Hudaida had been “dis-
missed from his job and punished for the

crimes he committed”.

YUGOSLAVIA

(FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF)

In Kosovo province in the Republic of |
Serbia hundreds of ethnic Albanians were |
beaten or otherwise ill-treated by police; |
at least 16 ethnic Albanians died after
being shot by police in disputed circum-
stances. Ethnic Albanians continued to be
sentenced to up to 60 days’ imprisonment |
for non-violent political activity. Ethnic
Albanian political prisoners were con-
victed after unfair trials. In June and July
four Croats were sentenced to death by a
military court in Belgrade for war crimes.

A new state, the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia, comprising the Republics of
Serbia and Montenegro, was proclaimed in
Belgrade on 27 April. This followed the
break-up of the Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia after the independence of
three of its former republics, Slovenia,
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina. |

Conflict in Croatia largely ended with
the signing of a cease-fire which came into |
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effect in January. A United Nations (uN)
peace-keeping force, known as UNPROFOR,
was then established in the conflict zones
in Croatia. In May the Yugoslav President
Dobrica Cosi¢ announced the withdrawal
of Yugoslav National Army (JNA) troops
from Bosnia-Herzegovina, but soldiers who
originated in that republic were authorized
to stay. Together with NA arms and equip-
ment they were effectively absorbed into
the army of the self-proclaimed *“Serbian
Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina”, which
by the end of the year controlled some
70 per cent of the territory of Bosnia-
Herzegovina (see  Bosnia-Herzegovina
entry). In August the uN Commission on
Human Rights appointed a Special Rappor-
teur to investigate the human rights situa-
tion in former Yugoslavia, and in October
the uN Security Council set up a Commis-
sion of Experts to investigate war crimes
committed in former Yugoslavia.

Ethnic tensions in Kosovo province in
southern Serbia remained acute. Leaders of
Kosovo's main ethnic Albanian political
party, the Democratic League of Kosovo,
demanded that Kosovo province be granted
independence from Serbia. There were
widespread protests by ethnic Albanians in
September and October when secondary
schools and university faculties remained
closed to ethnic Albanian teaching staff
and students who refused to accept Serbian
educational programs. Ethnic Albanians
continued to be dismissed, on political
grounds, from their jobs.

Over 400,000 people, the majority Serbs
from Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina,
sought refuge in Yugoslavia. Thousands of
Croats and Hungarians fled their homes in
the Vojvodina province of Serbia after
threats or the destruction of their property
by members of Serbian extremist political
parties, including Serbian refugees and
Serbian irregulars. Similarly, thousands of
Muslims left the Sandak region after their
homes, businesses or cars were destroyed
by Serbian and Montenegrin political
extremists and irregulars. By October the
Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe had established a long-term mis-
sion in Kosovo, SandZak and the Vojvodina
to monitor the human rights situation in
these regions.

There were almost daily reports that
ethnic Albanians had been beaten or other-
wise ill-treated by police. Among the vic-
tims was Ismet Krasniqi from Pe¢, who was

among a group of parents who in January
protested against the Serbian curriculum
followed by the Xhemail Kada primary
school in Pe¢. He was arrested at the
school by police who took him to a police
station and beat him. Photographs and a
medical report showed that he had sus-
tained severe bruising to his buttocks, feet
and hands, and that his left ear-drum had
been perforated.

Ethnic Albanian sources alleged that in
the period from 1 September to 10 October
over 240 demonstrators had been beaten by
police. The demonstrators had participated
in protests against the closure of secondary
schools and university faculties to ethnic
Albanian students and staff who rejected
the curricula laid down by the Serbian
authorities. Several hundred others were
beaten during similar demonstrations on
12 and 13 October. Among those severely
injured were Sabrie Rrustaj and Samile
Pupovci from Peé¢. Sabrie Rrustaj report-
edly had her ear torn off and suffered a
fractured arm; Samile Pupovci had her leg
broken.

Conflict between police and ethnic
Albanians resulted in the deaths of at least
16 ethnic Albanians in disputed circum-
stances. In one incident Bajram Hoxhaj,
Muharrem Hysenaj and Hasan Hysenaj
died after being shot by police in the vil-
lage of U¢e on 31 January. Ethnic Albani-
ans alleged that police had arrested three
school children and then opened fire on
members of their families who sought their
release. Police officers claimed that they
had fired in self-defence after their patrol
was fired at.

Ethnic Albanians continued to be sen-
tenced to up to 60 days’ imprisonment for
the peaceful exercise of their right to free-
dom of expression. Among them were Fat-
mir Shala and Behadin Krasniqgi. In July
each received a 60-day prison sentence for
sending a cassette tape containing greetings
for broadcast on a local radio station in the
neighbouring republic of Albania. In Octo-
ber Jahja Halabuku and Shukri Qeriml
were sentenced to 60 days' imprisonment
each for organizing demonstrations against
the closing of education faculties to ethnic
Albanians.

In October the district court of Pe¢ con-
victed 19 ethnic Albanians of founding an
illegal organization in order to obtain, by
arms, the secession of Kosovo province
from Yugoslavia. They were not accused of
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using violence and charges of terrorism
against them were dropped during investi-
gation proceedings. They received sen-
tences of between one and seven years’
imprisonment. The principal accused,
Mentor Kagi, reportedly admitted in court
that he had bought a gun and revolver from
a Swiss citizen and that he had tried,
unsuccessfully, to buy arms in Albania. He
and other defendants stated that they
obtained weapons only for self-defence, in
case the conflict in former Yugoslav territ-
ories spread to Kosovo. At the trial many
defendants withdrew statements they had
given during pre-trial proceedings, alleging
that they were false and had been extracted
under torture or threat of torture. Prison
medical reports reportedly showed that
Mentor Kagi and several other defendants
had suffered physical injuries as a result of
ill-treatment following their arrest in late
December 1991. Their lawyers had previ-
ously filed complaints that investigation
proceedings had been carried out by police
officers rather than the investigating judge.
Their lawyers had also protested that they
had been refused information about the
charges against their clients and had been
denied access to their clients until 19 Janu-
ary, though even then they had not been
able to speak with them without supervi-
sion. Eight other ethnic Albanians accused
of similar offences and their lawyers made
almost identical complaints at a subse-
quent trial in the district court of Pridtina
In October. Seven were convicted and
received prison sentences of between two
and six years, while one was acquitted.
The Constitution of the Federal Repub-
lic of Yugoslavia, promulgated in April
1992, abolished the death penalty and
required that federal criminal law be
brought into conformity with this by the
end of 1994. Four men were subsequently
Sentenced to death by a military court in
Belgrade. In June Martin Sablji¢, Zoran
ipo$ and Nikola Cibari¢, all Croats from
Borovo Naselje near Vukovar in Croatia,
were convicted of armed rebellion against
the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia and of war crimes against Serbian
civilians in Vukovar. In July Zdenko
Stefanti¢ was convicted on similar charges.
All four, together with co-defendants who
Teceived prison sentences, were released in
August as a result of an agreement between
the governments of Yugoslavia and Croatia
to exchange prisoners of war according to
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the principle of “all for all” and without
conditions.

Amnesty International repeatedly urged
the Serbian authorities to investigate cases
in which police officers in Kosovo
province allegedly beat or otherwise ill-
treated ethnic Albanians. In June the orga-
nization published a report, Yugoslavia:
Ethnic Albanians - Victims of torture and
ill-treatment by police in Kosovo province,
in which it documented, with medical
reports and photographs, 15 illustrative
cases. In September the organization
received from the Ministry of Justice a
briefing prepared by the Ministry of the
Interior, which denied allegations of police
abuses and claimed that police used physi-
cal force only in accordance with the law,
that is, in self-defence. Despite medical
and photographic evidence to the contrary,
the briefing stated that police had never
used physical force against Ismet Krasniqi.
In August Amnesty International delegates
attempted to observe the trial before a Bel-
grade military court of three Croats charged
with war crimes against Serbian civilians
and armed rebellion. The trial was post-
poned and the three men were released in
a prisoner exchange later that month.

Amnesty International expressed its con- |

cern about death sentences previously
imposed on four Croats and about allega-
tions that confessions made under duress
had been used as evidence. It called for the
commutation of their death sentences and
an investigation into allegations of torture
and ill-treatment.

In November Amnesty International
wrote to the government expressing con-
cern about human rights abuses committed
by all parties to the conflict in Bosnia-
Herzegovina (see Bosnia-Herzegovina
entry). It said that the governments of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and of
Croatia shared a heavy responsibility for
abuses to the extent that they had sup-
ported politically and materially the
various forces operating in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. Amnesty International called
on all parties to ensure respect for interna-
tional human rights and humanitarian
standards.

A
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More than 100 suspected opponents of the
government, including prisoners of con-
science, were detained during 1992.
Although many of them were released,
more than 70 were still held without
charge or trial at the end of the year.
About 30 soldiers, including one prisoner
of conscience, were convicted unfairly by
military courts. Torture and ill-treatment
of detainees and government opponents
were widely reported. Several dozen peo-
ple “disappeared” after being arrested or
abducted by armed men believed to be
members of the security forces. Soldiers
responsible for dozens of extrajudicial
executions of civilians went unpunished.
The Sovereign National Conference
which began in August 1991 to review and
reform Zaire’s political system continued,
despite objections by President Mobutu
Sese Seko and his supporters. In mid-
January Prime Minister Nguz a Karl-i-Bond
stopped its proceedings, saying that it was
too costly. He also said it was dominated
by members of the Luba ethnic group,
apparently because Etienne Tshisekedi, a
Luba and leading opponent of President
Mobutu, was favoured by the Conference to
replace Nguz a Karl-i-Bond as Prime Minis-
ter. The Conference resumed in April fol-
lowing pressure on the government from a
series of workers’ strikes and demonstra-
tions and from foreign governments.
Conference delegates opposed to Presi-
dent Mobutu accused him and his support-
ers of responsibility for the country’s social
and economic collapse and for gross
human rights violations. Delegates loyal to
President Mobutu pulled out of the Confer-

ence several times, claiming that the criti-
cism was unjustified and defamatory. In
May the Conference set up several com-
missions to investigate responsibility for
crimes, including human rights violations,
committed since President Mobutu came to
power in 1965. The outcome of the investi-
gations had not been announced by the end
of the year.

In August the National Conference
elected Etienne Tshisekedi, who had been
imprisoned several times as a prisoner of
conscience since 1980, to replace Nguz a
Karl-i-Bond as Prime Minister. However,
President Mobutu retained control over
most state institutions, including some of
the security forces, and refused to relin-
quish some of his powers as requested by
the National Conference.

Political violence broke out in the coun-
try’s southeastern Shaba region after the
replacement of Nguz a Karl-i-Bond, as
members of his Lunda ethnic group
attacked members of new Prime Minister
Tshisekedi's Luba community, killing
dozens. Thousands of Luba left Shaba after
their homes had been destroyed. The secu-
rity forces did not intervene until several
weeks after the violence had begun.

Following the January suspension of the
National Conference, the security forces
violently suppressed peaceful demonstra-
tions calling for the resumption of the Con-
ference. A peaceful march in Kinshasa on
16 February organized by lay Christian
religious leaders was broken up using
firearms, hot-water cannons, metal-tipped
whips and tear-gas. At least 37 people were
killed and dozens more injured. At least 50
demonstrators were arrested, including
three Belgian missionaries. About 10 other
demonstrators were detained during an-
other protest on 1 March.

The detainees, all apparently prisoners
of conscience, were released without
charge by the end of April. The authorities
refused to order a public inquiry into the
security forces’ behaviour on 16 February,
claiming that their intervention was neces-
sary because the demonstration was illegal-

Eight people preparing to welcome a
delegation of French-based human rights
activists were arrested at Kinshasa airport
in December. The eight, all prisoners of
conscience, included Mukendi wa Mu-
lumba, a lawyer and adviser to Prime
Minister Tshisekedi, and three security
advisers to the Prime Minister. The eight




were assaulted at the time of their arrest
by troops loyal to the President, and were
held incommunicado for three days until
they were released without charge.

One other prisoner of conscience, Luc
Mayolo Mokakoso, a lieutenant-colonel
and army dentist, was held throughout the
year. He had been arrested with several
other soldiers in July 1991 and accused of
plotting against the government, appar-
ently because of their suspected links with
opposition political parties. They were
held at Ndolo military prison in Kinshasa
where they were reportedly ill-treated and
denied visits. Luc Mayolo Mokakoso’s co-
accused were provisionally released in
mid-1992 and went into hiding in apparent
fear of rearrest. He was tried by a military
court in July 1992 and convicted of dis-
obeying military orders by contacting
Politicians in order to form a political
group within the army known as the Mili-
tary Committee for National Salvation. He
was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment
with hard labour.

Sixty-two soldiers arrested in January
remained in incommunicado detention,
without charge or trial, throughout the
year. The authorities said they had com-
mitted criminal offences but others main-
tained they had been arrested on suspicion
of sympathizing with opposition parties.
They were transferred to Irebu military
prison in Equateur region. At least two of
them were later reported to have died from
torture and lack of medical care.

Twenty-four soldiers were convicted in
April by the Higher Court Martial in Kin-
shasa after an unfair trial. Four others were
acquitted. They had all been arrested on 22
January after occupying a studio in Kin-
shasa’s radio and television complex and
broadcasting an appeal to President Mo-
butu’s government to resign. They were
held incommunicado at Kinshasa’s Camp
Tshatshi military barracks where they were
Teported to have been tortured. They had
No access to legal counsel before their trial.
The 24 who were convicted included 17
who the authorities claimed had escaped,
and who were tried in absentia and sen-
tenced to death for endangering the secur-
1ty of the state. There were fears expressed,
however, that these 17 had been killed in
custody before the trial and there had been
no news of them by the end of the year. Of
the 11 prisoners who appeared in court,
seven were convicted and sentenced to
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prison terms of between five and 10 years.

Torture and ill-treatment of prisoners
and other government opponents was
reportedly widespread. For example, the
soldiers tried in April told the court that
while in custody members of the Division
spéciale présidentielle (Dsp), Special Presi-
dential Division, had systematically tor-
tured them to force them to confess and to
implicate civilian political opposition lead-
ers. They claimed that they had been regu-
larly stripped and beaten with whips and
gun butts. They were stabbed with bayo-
nets and subjected to mock executions,
and, in some cases, sexually assaulted. The
court failed to order an investigation into
the torture allegations and rejected
demands by their lawyers that they should
be examined by a doctor.

There were numerous reports of starva-
tion and unsanitary conditions in Zairian
prisons and detention centres. Dozens of
prisoners were reported to have died in
Kinshasa’'s Makala prison as a result of
malnutrition and medical neglect.

In April and May there were reports of
torture of civilians, including the rape of
dozens of women, by members of the secu-
rity forces during an anti-poaching opera-
tion around Salonga National Park, in
Equateur region’s Boende sub-region.
Members of the security forces reportedly
tortured men to force them to hand over
property and to prevent them protesting
about the rape of their wives or daughters.
More than a dozen people were reportedly
executed extrajudicially during the opera-
tion. Unarmed villagers were reportedly
shot simply because they protested.
Despite protests from local human rights
groups, the authorities were not known to
have investigated the reports or taken any
action against the culprits.

Several dozen people, some of them
suspected government opponents, report-
edly “disappeared”, especially in Kinshasa.

They were reportedly abducted from their |

homes or on the streets by armed men in
civilian clothes. For example, Jean-Marie
Katonga Kabuluku, a former member of the
National Assembly and a supporter of Et-
ienne Tshisekedi’s party, was reportedly
abducted by unidentified men in January
and had not been found by the end of the
year. In July René Kanda, a resident of
Kinshasa's Selembao zone, was seized by
men in plain clothes carrying bayonets
and handcuffs; his whereabouts remained
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unknown. Appeals by human rights groups
and relatives to the authorities to invest-
igate these “disappearances” remained
unanswered. The failure of the security
forces to observe formal detention proce-
dures made it difficult to identify those
responsible for the abductions or to estab-
lish if the “disappeared” were in custody.

There were numerous reports of people
being extrajudicially executed by soldiers
engaged in looting or during reprisal
attacks on civilians. In January soldiers in
Kinshasa killed at least two people who
apparently tried to stop them looting their
homes. In mid-October several people were
reportedly killed by soldiers on a looting
spree in Mbandaka, the capital of Equateur
region. In November soldiers near Likasi in
Shaba reportedly executed extrajudicially
about 10 villagers to avenge an army officer
found dead in a village. The authorities
failed to punish those responsible for these
killings and for the killings of 37 demon-
strators on 16 February, effectively condon-
ing extrajudicial executions.

The United Nations (UN) Special Rap-
porteur on summary and arbitrary execu-
tions told the uN Commission on Human
Rights in February that his investigation
into an attack on students at Lubumbashi
university campus in May 1990 (see
Amnesty International Report 1992) had
revealed that government troops had been
involved and had killed students. He
called for an official inquiry into the attack
to be reopened, but the authorities took no
action.

Seventeen soldiers convicted in absen-
tia in April were still under sentence of
death at the end of the year. A group of 24
others convicted of murder and robbery in
1989 were also known to remain under
sentence of death. No executions of prison-
ers sentenced to death were reported.

Amnesty International protested at the
killings of demonstrators in February, and
other alleged extrajudicial executions. It
called on the authorities to forbid the use
of firearms and other lethal weapons by the
security forces when lives were not at risk,
and to investigate impartially reports of
extrajudicial executions. The organization
called for the release of Luc Mayolo
Mokakoso and other prisoners of con-
science and urged the government to

ZAMBIA

A number of foreign nationals, including
refugees and asylum-seekers, were
detained without charge or trial during
the year. There were continuing reports of
ill-treatment of prisoners. Several hun-
dred prisoners remained under sentence
of death, but none was executed and the
government announced a review of the
death penalty.

A newly elected government headed by
President Frederick Chiluba had taken
office in November 1991, after the first
multi-party elections in nearly two
decades. The new government pledged to
protect human rights. However, in August
the Minister of Home Affairs stated pub-
licly that the police and paramilitary Anti-
Robbery Squads were authorized to “shoot
to kill” armed robbers. The new govern-
ment had been widely expected to abolish
these paramilitary squads, which have
been responsible for many killings, some of
which may have been extrajudicial execu-
tions. Other government officials distanced
themselves from the Minister’s statement
and the Attorney General stated that police
were only allowed to use lethal force if
criminals posed an immediate threat to life-

The year saw strikes and demonstra-
tions by trade unionists and students
protesting at government economic poli-
cies. In April and May police used tear-gas
to disperse peaceful demonstrations by
miners’ wives and children. In October
police shot dead a student demonstrator il
Lusaka, the capital. Hundreds of students

account for prisoners and others who had | were arrested in protests throughout the

“disappeared”.

year and charged with public order
offences.




A number of asylum-seekers or recog-
nized refugees were detained without
charge or trial during 1992. In January
some were arrested in the course of a
round-up of more than 1,000 illegal immi-
grants. Ugandan asylum-seeker David
Musinguzi was twice detained and threat-
ened with deportation to Uganda where he
appeared to be in danger of arrest for politi-
cal reasons. He remained in detention at
the end of the year.

A South African national, Katiza
Cebekhulu, remained in detention through-
out the year. He was one of the accused in
a kidnapping and assault trial in South
Africa involving Winnie Mandela. He had
been smuggled into Zambia in February
1991 to prevent him from testifying in
court. In May 1991 he was detained after
giving a newspaper interview (see Amnesty
International Report 1992). In April 1992
the chief immigration officer told a Lusaka
newspaper that he had asked the Ministry
of Home Affairs to release Katiza Cebe-
khulu since he was not an illegal im-
migrant. The legal basis for his continuing
detention was unclear.

Another South African, Sipho Mbeje,
was released from custody and deported
in January. He had been abducted and
assaulted by security officials of the
African National Congress of South Africa
(aNc) in 1989, then sentenced to two years’
imprisonment on the basis of a conviction
which was apparently unsafe. Sipho Mbeje
appeared to have been imprisoned because
of collusion between anc and Zambian
officials after he had resigned from the Anc
over policy differences.

There were continuing reports of ill-
treatment of prisoners. In February Mu-
sonda Mofya, a criminal suspect, filed a
claim for damages against the police for
torture which was alleged to have taken
place in October 1991. Reports indicated
that street children arrested for petty crime
were often badly beaten by police or para-
Militaries.

More than 200 prisoners remained
Under sentence of death, but no executions
Were reported. The government announced
that it was undertaking a research project
to solicit public opinion on whether the
death penalty should be abolished.

_ Amnesty International sought informa-
tion about the legal basis for the detentions
of refugees and asylum-seekers and
3ppealed to the government not to return
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David Musinguzi to Uganda against his
will. The organization called for all death
sentences to be commuted.
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Mass graves were uncovered which were
believed to contain the remains of victims
of extrajudicial executions by the army in
the mid-1980s. The government failed to
respond to calls for a full and impartial
investigation. However, there
official investigations into a number of
more recent deaths in custody and alleged
extrajudicial executions or “disappear-
ances”. One prisoner died in custody
during the year in unexplained circum-
stances. At least 12 prisoners were sen-
tenced to death but there were no
reported executions.

The country was badly affected by the
drought which prevailed across the whole
of southern Africa, exacerbating an already
precarious economic situation.

In the search for new sources of water to
relieve the drought, mass graves were
uncovered at various times throughout the
year. These were alleged to contain the
remains of victims of extrajudicial execu-
tions or “disappearances” in the western
Matabeleland provinces between 1983 and
1985 (see Amnesty International Reports
1984 to 1986). During those years the army,
notably the Fifth Brigade, was deployed
against armed insurgents. Some of the sites
where remains were uncovered, such as
Antelope Mine near Kezi, had been
described by eye-witnesses as the scenes of
extrajudicial executions.

There were widespread public calls for
the government to initiate a thorough and
independent investigation into the graves

were :
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and the history of army abuses in Mata-
beleland. In particular, Zimbabwean
human rights organizations called for the
publication of the report of .an official

commission of inquiry into army abuses

which was submitted to the government
in 1985. However, the government did not
publish the commission’s report, nor did it
initiate further investigations into human
rights violations in Matabeleland.

In January and March two officials of
the Central Intelligence Organization (cI0)
were arrested and charged in connection
with the “disappearance” in 1990 of
Rashiwe Guzha (see Amnesty International
Report 1992). However, in July Attorney
General Patrick Chinamasa ordered that
charges against the two should be with-
drawn for lack of evidence, along with
those against a former cio official arrested
in connection with the case in November
1991.

In October the Attorney General
announced that he disagreed with an
inquest verdict that an army officer, Cap-
tain Edwin Nleya, had been murdered
(see Amnesty International Report 1992).
Captain Nleya’s body had been found on a
hillside in Hwange in 1989, two months
after he had disappeared from his unit. His
family and some newspapers alleged that
he was murdered because he had inside
knowledge of military involvement in
wildlife poaching. The Attorney General
disputed this, saying the evidence sup-
ported the finding of an internal army
investigation which concluded that Cap-
tain Nleya had committed suicide.

Also in October the Attorney General
announced that two cio officials were to be
charged with the attempted murder of
Patrick Kombayi, a prominent opposition
candidate, in the course of the general elec-
tion campaign in early 1990 (see Amnesty
International Report 1991).

One prisoner, Miria Chizhengeya, died
in police custody in Harare in June in
unexplained circumstances. The authori-
ties investigated a number of earlier cases
of deaths in detention, holding inquests
into some of them (see Amnesty Interna-
tional Report 1992). Some of the deaths
were credibly attributed to natural causes.
In one case, that of Clever Magwera, who
died in police custody in Kadoma in March
1991, a police officer was charged in con-
nection with his death. In a number of

| other instances where prisoners had died

violent deaths, including the case of Shep-
ard Chisango who died in military custody
in June 1991 (see Amnesty International
Report 1992), the authorities failed to pro-
vide satisfactory explanations.

At least 12 prisoners were sentenced to
death in 1992, including Thembeni Joseph
Moyo, who was aged about 17 at the time
of the murder of which he was convicted.
No executions were reported.

Amnesty International called on the
government to initiate independent
inquiries into several deaths in detention
and possible extrajudicial executions. In a
number of cases the organization received
detailed responses from the government.
Amnesty International also called on the
government to publish the report of the
commission of inquiry into the Matabele-
land killings and to conduct further inves-
tigations into the newly uncovered human
remains.
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISITS BETWEEN
1 JANUARY AND 31 DECEMBER 1992

DATE

January

January
February

February

February
February
February
February

February
February

February/

March

February/ March

February/ March

February/ March

March

March

March

March/April

March/April

April

COUNTRY
Bhutan

United Kingdom
Mexico

Georgia

United States of America

Burundi
Austria
Yugoslavia

Spain
United Kingdom

Niger

Yemen

Philippines

Algeria

Angola

Sierra Leone

Paraguay

Haiti

United Kingdom

Australia

PURPOSE

Discuss Amnesty International’s

concerns with government
authorities

Observe trial
Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research
Research
Research
Research

Observe trial

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Discuss Amnesty International’s

concerns with government
authorities/Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

DELEGATE(S)

- Secretary General of Amnesty
International

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of
International Secretariat

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Two staff members of International
Secretariat

~ Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

- David Lachat (Switzerland)

- Koen de Feyter (Belgium)
— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Eric Gillet (Belgium)
— Staff member of International
Secretariat

-~ Two staff members of
International Secretariat

- Ligia Bolivar (Venezuela)
— Two staff members of
International Secretariat

— Two staff members of
International Secretariat

— Belisério dos Santos Jr (Brazil)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Wesley Gryk (USA)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Michael Levy (USA)
— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

- Stephan Parmentier (Belgium)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Rod Morgan (UK)

- Elizabeth Funken (Germany)

— Staff member of International
Secretariat
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DATE
April

April

April

April

April

April

April/May

April/May

May

May

May

May
May
May

May
May

May/June

May/June

May/June

May/June
May/June

June

COUNTRY

Israel/Occupied
Territories

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Uzbekistan

Armenia

Yugoslavia

Argentina

Egypt

New Zealand

Fiji

Nicaragua

Venezuela

Kuwait

United Kingdom

United Kingdom
Turkey

Canada

Iraq

Cambodia

Equatorial Guinea

Former Yugoslavia

Kenya

T |

PURPOSE

Research

Discuss Amhesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities/Research

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities/Research

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities/Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Observe trial/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Observe appeal hearing
Observe inquest

Research
Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
Kurdish authorities administering
northern Iraq

Discuss Amnesty International's
concerns with government
authorities/Research

Research

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

DELEGATE(S)

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

~ Secretary General of Amnesty
International

- Two staff members of
International Secretariat

— Secretary General of Amnesty
International

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

— Secretary General of Amnesty
International

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Joseph Middleton (UK)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

— Secretary General of Amnesty
International

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Sebastian Brett (UK)
— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Jill Heine (USA)
— Thomas Johnson (USA)

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Deputy Secretary General of
Amnesty International

~ David Chandler (USA)

~ Two staff members of International
Secretariat

—Miguel McVeigh (Spain)

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat




DATE

June

June

June

June/July

June/July

July

July

July

July
July/August
July/August
July/August
July/August
August

August

August/
September

September

September

September
September

September

September/
October

October
October

COUNTRY
Thailand

Algeria

United States of America

Romania

Tunisia

Djibouti

Tunisia
Israel/Occupied
Territories

United Kingdom
South Africa
Former Yugoslavia
Yugoslavia (Serbia)
Tunisia

Jordan

Mexico

Colombia

Guatemala

Brazil

Bolivia

Jordan

Chad

Bangladesh

Burundi

South Korea

PURPOSE

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities

Observe trial/Research

Research

Research

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities/Research

Research/Observe trial

Observe trial

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Observe court hearing
Research
Research

Research/Observe trial

Observe trial

Research

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Observe trial

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities/Research

Research

Observe trial/Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

APPENDIX |

DELEGATE(S)

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

— Sheik Tarek (Yemen)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

~ Charles King (USA)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Secretary General of Amnesty
International

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

- Diabira Maroufa (Mauritania)
— Staff member of International
Secretariat

—Jill Heine (USA)

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

—Frangoise Hampson (France/UK)
— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Ezzat Abdel Fattah (Canada)

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Emilio Mignone (Argentina)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

- Francisco Ottonelli (Uruguay)
— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

- Two staff members of International
Secretariat

—Edgardo Carvallo (Uruguay)

—Secretary General of Amnesty
International

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

— Ahmed Othmani (Tunisia)
— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

- Frangois Roux (France)

- Two staff members of International
Secretariat
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DATE
October

October

October

October

October

October

October

October

October

October
October

October

October/
November

November

November

November

November

November/
December

November/
December

November/
December

November/
December

November/
December

November/
December

COUNTRY
Maldives

Azerbaydzhan

Turkmenistan

Lithuania

Latvia

Estonia

Romania
Japan

Brazil

Jordan

Turkey

Poland

Sri Lanka

India

United Kingdom

Trinidad & Tobago
Hungary

Peru

Egypt

Cambodia

Former Yugoslavia
Former Yugoslavia

Trinidad & Tobago

PURPOSE

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Observe trial

Research/Observe court hearing
Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Discuss Amnesty International’s
concerns with government
authorities

Research/Observe trial

Observe trial

Research

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with
government authorities

Research

Research

Research
Research

Observe trial

DELEGATE(S)
- Javid Yusuf (Sri Lanka)

— Two staff members of International

Secretariat

— Joseph Middleton (UK)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

—Joseph Middleton (UK)
— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Marjorie Farquharson (UK)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Marjorie Farquharson (UK)
~ Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Marjorie Farquharson (UK)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Mariano Castex (Argentina)
- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Safia Safwat (Sudan)

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of International

Secretariat

- lan Martin (UK)
— Three staff members of
International Secretariat

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

—Doodnauth Singh (Guyana)

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Rona Weitz (USA)

—Gonzalo Fernandez (Uruguay)

- Wolfgang Heinz (Germany)

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of International

Secretariat

— David Chandler (USA)

— Two staff members of International

Secretariat

- Two staff members of International

Secretariat

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Doodnauth Singh (Guyana)



International’s concerns with

Research/Discuss Amnesty

APPENDIX |/APPENDIX 11

DELEGATE(S)

- Staff member of International
Secretariat

— Two staff members of International
Secretariat

government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

government authorities

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International’s concerns with

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

Kurdish authorities administering

DATE COUNTRY PURPOSE
December Greece Observe trial
December Algeria
December Yemen
December Iraq

northern Iraq
December Syria

Research/Discuss Amnesty
International's concerns with
government authorities

- Imad Ali Hussein Sharqawi
(Jordan)

— Staff member of International
Secretariat

APPENDIX |1

STATUTE OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
Articles 1 and 2

As amended by the 20th International Council,
meeting in Yokohama, Japan, 31 August to 7 September 1991

Object and Mandate

. The object of AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL is
to contribute to the observance
throughout the world of human rights
as set out in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.
In pursuance of this object, and
recognizing the obligation on each
person to extend to others rights and
freedoms equal to his or her own,
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL adopts as its
mandate:
To promote awareness of and adherence
to the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and other internationally
recognized human rights instruments,
the values enshrined in them, and the
indivisibility and interdependence of
all human rights and freedoms;
To oppose grave violations of the rights
of every person freely to hold and to
express his or her convictions and to be
free from discrimination by reason of
ethnic origin, sex, colour or language,
and of the right of every person to
physical and mental integrity, and, in
particular, to oppose by all appropriate
means irrespective of political
considerations:

a) the imprisonment, detention or other

b

(o}

d

&=

—

—

physical restrictions imposed on any
person by reason of his or her
political, religious or other
conscientiously held beliefs or by
reason of his or her ethnic origin,
sex, colour or language, provided
that he or she has not used or
advocated violence (hereinafter
referred to as “prisoners of
conscience”); AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
shall work towards the release of
and shall provide assistance to
prisoners of conscience;

the detention of any political
prisoner without fair trial within a
reasonable time or any trial
procedures relating to such prisoners
that do not conform to
internationally recognized norms;

the death penalty, and the torture or
other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment of
prisoners or other detained or
restricted persons, whether or not
the persons affected have used or
advocated violence;

the extrajudicial execution of
persons whether or not imprisoned,
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328 detained or restricted, and
“disappearances”, whether or not the
persons affected have used or advocated

|  violence.

| Methods
2. In order to achieve the aforesaid object
| and mandate, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
shall:

a) at all times make clear its
impartiality as regards countries
adhering to the different world
political ideologies and groupings;

b) promote as appears appropriate the
adoption of constitutions,
conventions, treaties and other
measures which guarantee the rights
contained in the provisions referred
to in Article 1 hereof;

c) support and publicize the activities
[ of and cooperate with international
organizations and agencies which
work for the implementation of the
aforesaid provisions;

d

—

take all necessary steps to establish
an effective organization of sections,
affiliated groups and individual
members;

—

e) secure the adoption by groups of
members or supporters of individual
prisoners of conscience or entrust to
such groups other tasks in support of
the object and mandate set out in

Article 1;

f) provide financial and other relief to
prisoners of conscience and their
dependants and to persons who have
lately been prisoners of conscience
or who might reasonably be
expected to be prisoners of
conscience or to become prisoners of
conscience if convicted or if they
were to return to their own
countries, to the dependants of such
persons and to victims of torture in
need of medical care as a direct

h

—

i)

k

~

1)

result thereof;

provide legal aid, where necessary
and possible, to prisoners of
conscience and to persons who
might reasonably be expected to be
prisoners of conscience or to become
prisoners of conscience if convicted
or if they were to return to their own
countries, and, where desirable,
send observers to attend the trials of
such persons;

publicize the cases of prisoners of
conscience or persons who have
otherwise been subjected to
disabilities in violation of the
aforesaid provisions;

investigate and publicize the
“disappearance” of persons where
there is reason to believe that they
may be victims of violations of the
rights set out in Article 1 hereof;

oppose the sending of persons from
one country to another where they
can reasonably be expected to
become prisoners of conscience or to
face torture or the death penalty;

send investigators, where
appropriate, to investigate
allegations that the rights of
individuals under the aforesaid
provisions have been violated or
threatened;

make representations to
international organizations and to
governments whenever it appears
that an individual is a prisoner of
conscience or has otherwise been
subjected to disabilities in violation
of the aforesaid provisions;

m) promote and support the granting of

general amnesties of which the
beneficiaries will include prisoners
of conscience;

n) adopt any other appropriate methods

for the securing of its object and
mandate.

=

United Kingdom.

REENE T INTESRATIONAL REFORT 1993

The full text of the Statute of Amnesty International is available free upon request from:
Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 Easton Street, London WC1X 8D],
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
NEWS RELEASES 1992

22 January

Haiti: Amnesty International calls for
international action on continuing human
rights violations

22 January

Israel and the Occupied Territories:
Amnesty International expresses concern
about secret detentions in Israel

30 January
Cuba: Amnesty International urges
government to halt executions

5 February

Women: Amnesty International calls for an
end to rape and sexual abuse by
government agents

12 February

Haiti: Amnesty International condemns
return of Haitian asylum-seekers by United
States authorities

13 February

Algeria: Amnesty International fears state
of emergency may lead to a sharp
deterioration in human rights

26 February
Philippines: Hundreds brutally killed by
military forces since 1988, says Amnesty
International

4 March

Tunisia: Thousands held illegally and
tortured in the crackdown on Islamic
opposition groups, says Amnesty
International

6 March

Malawi: Amnesty International calls for an
end to brutal punishments and
unexplained deaths in prisons

18 March

Amnesty International representative visits
Algeria for the first time since the state of
emergency was declared on 9 February
1992

.

19 March

Myanmar: Human rights violations cause
thousands to flee, says Amnesty
International

19 March

Yugoslavia: Amnesty International reports
further cases of extrajudicial executions
and deliberate and arbitrary killings

19 March
Malawi: Amnesty International fears for
bishops’ safety

23 March

Human rights protection is an essential
part of the function of the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe, says
Amnesty International

25 March

India: Routine torture and rape by the
police has led to hundreds of deaths,
reports Amnesty International

25 March

United Kingdom: Amnesty International
urges government to end legislation
allowing imprisonment for homosexual
acts on the Isle of Man

27 March
India: Amnesty International replies to the
government's response to its report on

| torture, rape and deaths in custody

8 April

Togo: Amnesty International calls for
thorough investigations into the April 1991
massacre by the security forces

9 April

Cameroon: Up to 70 deaths from
malnutrition reported at a prison camp,
says Amnesty International

15 April

Sudan: Torture and detention of
government opponents continues despite
government claims, reports Amnesty
International

15 April

Italy: Amnesty International provides
information to the United Nations
Committee against Torture
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22 April

United States of America: Amnesty
International deplores “Urge to Kill”
shown by the United States Supreme Court
and California authorities in rushing to
carry out an execution as soon as possible

29 April

Sierra Leone: Human rights abuses in a
hidden war zone, reports Amnesty
International

30 April
Afghanistan: Amnesty International calls
for safeguards for prisoners

30 April

United States of America: Amnesty
International calls for a full judicial inquiry
into reports of routine police brutality by
Los Angeles police officers

6 May

Israel/South Lebanon: Detainees tortured
and isolated in the Khiam detention centre,
reports Amnesty International

7 May
Malawi: Amnesty International calls for an
inquiry into allegations of torture

13 May

Angola: Political killings continue despite
peace agreements, reports Amnesty
International

13 May
Peru: Amnesty International urges
government to guarantee safety of prisoners

14 May

South Africa: New evidence of police and
military complicity in human rights
violations, says Amnesty International

20 May

China: Harsh repression leads to severe
human rights violations in Tibet, says
Amnesty International

20 May

Thailand: Amnesty International expresses
concern about prisoners of conscience and
the use of lethal force

26 May

Algeria: Amnesty International urges the
government to end administrative
detention

28 May

Burundi: Toll of extrajudicial killings
reaches at least 1,000 — Amnesty
International calls for inquiries into human
rights violations

2 June
Lesotho: Amnesty International calls for
action against police torturers

3 June

Pakistan: Government opponents face
harassment through arrests, detentions and
torture, says Amnesty International

4 June

China: Thousands remain in detention
three years after the Tiananmen Square
massacre, says Amnesty International

4 June

Rwanda: Amnesty International appeals
for an end to the widespread persecution of
the Tutsi people

10 June

South Africa: Abuses by the police and
military threaten political reforms, says
Amnesty International

17 June
Nepal: Amnesty International calls for
further human rights safeguards

18 June
New Secretary General of Amnesty
International appointed

24 June

Greece: Torture and ill-treatment continue
in prisons and police stations, says
Amnesty International

26 June

United States of America: Amnesty
International documents the use of torture,
ill-treatment and excessive force by police
in Los Angeles, California

1 July
Venezuela: Amnesty International calls on
the government to end torture

9 July

Amnesty International’s annual report
details human rights violations in 142
countries and highlights how governments
let torturers and state assassins get away
with human rights abuses



22 July

Syria: Political prisoners are still being
detained and tortured despite mass
releases, says Amnesty International

24 July

Zimbabwe: Amnesty International calls for
an investigation into unexplained deaths
linked to poaching

5 August
Somalia: A human rights disaster, says
Amnesty International

26 August

Haiti: Human rights held to ransom by
torture, arbitrary arrest and extrajudicial
execution, says Amnesty International

3 September

Malawi: Mass arrests as police crack down
on the “fax revolution”, says Amnesty
International

9 September
Uganda: Amnesty International calls for
action to safeguard human rights

23 September
Sudan: Amnesty International reports on
deaths and detentions as Juba is destroyed

7 October

Amnesty International calls for an end to
centuries of human rights abuses against
indigenous peoples in the Americas

12 October

Kenya: Amnesty International expresses
concern about possible unfair trial
procedures and death sentences in treason
trial

15 October
Former Yugoslavia: Amnesty International
fears escalation of ethnic conflict in Kosovo

20 October
Tunisia: Amnesty International calls for
fair trial or release of 265 Islamic activists

21 October

Children around the world are victims of
human rights violations, says Amnesty
International

23 October

Former Yugoslavia: Amnesty International
documents human rights violations in
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Kosovo

APPENDIX lll

28 October

Myanmar: Thousands of people are
victims of human rights violations, says
Amnesty International

331

11 November

Turkey: Amnesty International accuses the
government of failing to tackle the
deteriorating human rights situation

13 November

China: State violence and denial of basic
freedoms underpin secret political
repression of Muslims in central Asian
region of Xinjiang, says Amnesty
International

27 November
Burundi: Amnesty International calls for
an end to impunity for security forces

30 November

Liberia: Amnesty International fears an
increasing risk of human rights violations
as conflict intensifies

30 November

Iraq: Marsh Arabs still persecuted —
Amnesty International calls on the United
Nations to monitor human rights on-site

2 December

South Africa: Amnesty International
reports on torture and killings in African
National Congress camps

3 December

Djibouti: Amnesty International criticizes
convictions by security tribunal and
appeals for release of prisoners of
conscience

9 December
China: Torture on the increase, reports
Amnesty International

10 December

United States of America: Amnesty
International calls on the authorities to
commute the death sentence against a
prisoner scheduled to be executed in
Virginia on International Human Rights
Day

15 December

Cuba: Amnesty International calls on the
authorities to release prisoners of
conscience
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
AROUND THE WORLD

There are now more than 8,000 local
Amnesty International groups in over 70
countries around the world. In 48 countries
these groups are coordinated by sections,
whose addresses are given below. In addi-

tion, there are individual members, sup-
porters and recipients of Amnesty
International information (such as the
monthly Amnesty International Newsletter)
in more than 150 countries and territories.

SECTION ADDRESSES

Algeria:

Amnesty International,
BP99 Garidi — Kouba,
16051 Alger

Argentina:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién Argentina,
Avenida Colon 56, 6° Piso,
Oficina “A”,

Cérdoba 5000

Australia:

Amnesty International,
Australian Section,
Private Bag 23, Broadway,
New South Wales 2007

Austria:

Amnesty International,

Austrian Section,

Wiedner Giirtel 12/7, A-1040 Wien

Bangladesh:

Amnesty International,
GPO Box 2242,

Dhaka 1000

Barbados:

Amnesty International,
Barbados Section,

PO Box 872, Bridgetown

Belgium:

Amnesty International,

Belgian Section (Flemish branch),
Kerkstraat 156, 2060 Antwerpen 6

Amnesty International,
Belgian Section (francophone branch),
9 rue Berckmans, 1060 Bruxelles

Bermuda:

Amnesty International,

Bermuda Section,

PO Box HM 2136, Hamilton HM JX

Brazil:

Anistia Internacional,
Secdo Brasileira,

Rua Vicente Leporace 833,
CEP 04619-032,

SaoPaulo SP

Canada:

Amnesty International,
Canadian Section
(English-speaking branch),
214 Montreal Rd, Suite 401,
Vanier, Ontario, K1L 8L

Amnistie Internationale,

Section canadienne ({rancophone branch),
6250 boulevard Monk,

Montreal, Quebec, H4E 3H7

Chile:
Amnistia Internacional,
Casilla 4062, Santiago

Céte d’Ivoire:
Amnesty International,
Section Ivoirienne,

04 BP 895, Abidjan 04

Denmark:

Amnesty International,

Danish Section,

Dyrkoeb 3, 1166 Copenhagen K

Ecuador:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Casilla 17-15-240-C,
Quito

Faroe Islands:

Amnesty International,

Faroe Islands Section,

PO Box 1075, FR-110 Torshavn

Finland:

Amnesty International,
Finnish Section,
Ruoholahdenkatu 24,
SF-00180 Helsinki

France:

Amnesty International,
French Section,

4 rue de la Pierre Levée,
75553 Paris (Cedex 11)

Germany:

Amnesty International,
German Section,

Heerstrasse 178, 5300 Bonn 1

Ghana:

Amnesty International,
Ghanaian Section,

PO Box 1173, Koforidua E.R.




Greece:

Amnesty International,
Greek Section,

30 Sina Street, 106 72 Athens

Guyana:

Amnesty International,

Guyana Section,

c/o PO Box 10720, Palm Court Building,
35 Main Street, Georgetown

Hong Kong:

Amnesty International,
Hong Kong Section,

Unit C, Third Floor,
Best-O-Best Building,

32-36 Ferry Street, Kowloon

Iceland:

Amnesty International,
Icelandic Section,

PO Box 618, 121 Reykjavfk

India:

Amnesty International,
Indian Section,

C10 South Extension Part II,
New Delhi 110049

Ireland:

Amnesty International,

Irish Section,

Sean MacBride House, 8 Shaw Street,
Dublin 2

Israel:

Amnesty International,

Israel Section,

PO Box 14179, Tel Aviv 61141

Italy:

Amnesty International,

Italian Section,

Viale Mazzini 146, 00195 Rome

Japan:

Amnesty International,

Japanese Section,

Daisan-Sanbu Building 2F/3F,
2-3-22 Nishi-Waseda, Shinjuku-ku,
Tokyo 169

Korea (Republic of):
Amnesty International,
706-600,

Kyeong Buk R.C.O. Box 36,
Daegu

Luxembourg:

Amnesty International,
Luxembourg Section,
Boite Postale 1914,
1019 Luxembourg

Mauritius:

Amnesty International,
Mauritius Section,

BP 69, Rose Hill

APPENDIX V

Mexico:

Seccién Mexicana de Amnistfa
Internacional,

Ap. Postal No. 20-217, San Angel,
CP 01000 México DF

Nepal:

Amnesty International,
PO Box 135,

Jamal, Ranipokhari,
Kathmandu

Netherlands:

Amnesty International,

Dutch Section,

Keizersgracht 620, 1017 ER Amsterdam

New Zealand:

Amnesty International,
New Zealand Section,

PO Box 793, Wellington 1
Nigeria:

Amnesty International,

Nigerian Section,
PMB 59 Agodi, Ibadan, Oyo State

Norway:

Amnesty International,
Norwegian Section,
Maridalsveien 87, 0461 Oslo 4

Peru:

Amnistia Internacional,

Seccién Peruana,

Casilla 659, Lima 18

Philippines:

Amnesty International,
Philippines Section,

PO Box 286, Sta Mesa Post Office,
1008 Sta Mesa, Manila

Portugal:

Amnistia Internacional,

Secgdo Portuguesa,

Apartado 12081, 1057 Lisboa Codex

Puerto Rico:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién de Puerto Rico
Calle Robles No. 54 — Altos,
Oficina 11, Rfo Piedras,
Puerto Rico 00925

| SierraLeone:

Amnesty International,
Sierra Leone Section,

PMB 1021, Freetown
Spain:

Amnesty International,
Seccién Espaiiola,

Gran Via 6, 5° Piso,
Apartado de Correos 50.318
28080 Madrid
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Sweden:

Amnesty International,
Swedish Section,

PO Box 27827,

S-115 93 Stockholm

Switzerland:

Amnesty International,
Swiss Section,

PO Box, CH-3001 Bern

Tanzania:

Amnesty International,
Tanzanian Section,
National Secretariat,

PO Box 4331, Dar es Salaam

Tunisia:

Amnesty International,
Tunisian Section,
Secrétariat National,

48 Avenue Farhat Hached, 3¢me Etage,

1001 Tunis

United Kingdom:
Amnesty International,
British Section,

99-119 Rosebery Avenue,
London EC1R 4RE

United States of America:
Amnesty International of the USA (AIUSA),
322 8th Ave, New York, NY 10001

Uruguay:

Amnistfa Internacional,
Seccién Uruguaya,

Yi 1333 Apto. 305,
Montevideo

Venezuela:

Amnistia Internacional,
Seccién Venezolana,
Apartado Postal 5110,
Carmelitas 1010-A,
Caracas

COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WITHOUT SECTIONS
BUT WHERE LOCAL AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL GROUPS EXIST
OR ARE BEING FORMED

Albania

Armenia

Aruba

Bahamas

Benin

Bolivia

Bulgaria

Cameroon

Central African Republic
Colombia

Costa Rica

Croatia

Curagao

Czech Republic
Dominican Republic
Egypt

Estonia

Gambia

Gaza Strip and West Bank Paraguay
Georgia Poland
Grenada Romania
Hungary Russia
Jamaica Senegal
Jordan Singapore
Kazakhstan Slovakia
Kuwait Slovenia
Kyrgyzstan South Africa
Latvia Taiwan
Lesotho Thailand
Lithuania Togo
Macau Ukraine
Malaysia Yemen
Mali Zambia
Mongolia Zimbabwe
Namibia

Pakistan

Amnesty International groups in Sudan have ceased activities following the banning of all political
parties, trade unions and non-governmental organizations including the Sudanese Amnesty
International Organization, under which the Sudanese groups were officially registered in Sudan.
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yet ratified have expressed their intention to become a party at some future date; meanwhile they are obliged to refrain from acts which would defeat
the object and purpose of the treaty.
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Zambia X X x X X

s— denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified
x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification, accession or succession
* = denotes that country either signed or became a party in 1992

(22) denotes Declaration under Article 22 recognizing the competence of the Committee against Torture to consider individual complaints of violations
of the Convention

(28) denotes that country has made a reservation under Article 28 that it does not recognize the competence of the Committee against Torture to

examine reliable information which appears to indicate that torture is being systematically practised, and to undertake a confidential inquiry if
warranted
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APPENDIX VII

& e I
SELECTED REGIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES

(AS OF 31 DECEMBER 1992)

ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU)
AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS (1981)

Algeria

Angola

Benin

Botswana

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cameroon

Cape Verde

Central African Republic
Chad

Comoros

Congo

Céte d’Ivoire

Djibouti

Egypt

Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia

Gabon X

XXX XXX XX KX XXX XXX

Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Kenya
Lesotho
Liberia

Libya
Madagascar
Malawi

Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda

Sierra

Togo

Zaire

PR P S I P I I

x

Somalia
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzania

Tunisia
Uganda

Zambia
Zimbabwe

Saharawi Arab
Democratic Republic
Sdo Tomé and Principe

Senegal
Seychelles

Leone

X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X

x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession
This chart lists countries which were members of the 0AU at the end of 1992.

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS)

American
Convention
on Human

Inter-American
Convention to
Prevent and

Rights (1969) Punish Torture

Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina x(62)
Bahamas

Barbados X
Belize

Bolivia X
Brazil X
Canada

Chile x(62)
Colombia x(62)
Costa Rica x(62)
Cuba

Dominica

Dominican Republic X
Ecuador x(62)
El Salvador X
Grenada X
Guatemala x(62)
Guyana

(1985)

X

» X

S
S

X

Haiti

Honduras

Jamaica

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

St Christopher
and Nevis

St Lucia

St Vincent and
The Grenadines

Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago

United States of
America

Uruguay

Venezuela

s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified
x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession

(62) denotes Declaration under Article 62 recognizing as binding the jurisdiction of the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights (on all matters relating to the interpretation or
application of the American Convention)
This chart lists countries which were members of the 0as at the end of 1992.

American Inter-American

Convention Convention to

on Human  Prevent and

Rights (1969) Punish Torture
(1985)

X s
x(62) s
X

X X
x(62) s
x(62) X
X X
x(62) X
x(62) X
x(62)

s

x(62) X
x(62) X



COUNCIL OF EUROPE

European Article 25 Article 46 Protocol
Convention No. 6*
for the

Protection of

Human

Rights and

Fundamental

Freedoms

(1950)

Austria X

Belgium

Bulgaria

Cyprus

Czech and Slovak
Federal Republic

Denmark

Finland

France

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Iceland

X X X
X X X X
X X X X

X X ® X X X X X

Ireland

Italy
Liechtenstein
Luxembourg
Malta
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Portugal

San Marino
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
United Kingdom

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X

X X X X X X X ® X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
X X X X X

X X X X X X X
X X X X X X X

s — denotes that country has signed but not yet ratified
x — denotes that country is a party, either through ratification or accession

APPENDIX Vil

European
Convention
for the
Prevention of

Torture and

Inhuman or
Degrading

Treatment or
Punishment (1987)

X
X

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X

Article 25: denotes Declaration under Article 25 of the European Convention, recognizing
the competence of the European Commission of Human Rights to consider

individual complaints of violations of the Convention

Article 46: denotes Declaration under Article 46 of the European Convention, recognizing

as compulsory the jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights in all

matters concerning interpretation and application of the European Convention

* Protocol 6 to the European Convention on Human Rights: concerning abolition of the

death penalty (1983)

This chart lists countries which were members of the Council of Europe at the end of

1992.
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APPENDIX Vill

[ i e L e LI ]
OVERDUE REPORTS

A) BY STATES PARTIES TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND
" POLITICAL RIGHTS

Governments that have ratified or acceded
to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (iccpr) are referred to as
“States Parties” to that treaty. Article 40 of
the ICcCPR requires States Parties to submit
reports to the United Nations “on the mea-
sures they have adopted which give effect
to the rights recognized [in the 1ccpr] and
on the progress made in the enjoyment of
those rights”. The reports are supposed to
“indicate the factors and difficulties, if any,
affecting the implementation of the present
Covenant”.

The initial report is due within one year
after the Iccpr enters into force for the par-
ticular state; subsequent reports are due
every five years. They are reviewed by the
Human Rights Committee, the body of 18
experts which monitors implementation
of the 1CCPR.

The Human Rights Committee has
repeatedly expressed concern about the
non-compliance of states with their report-
ing obligations.

The Committee noted that there may be
various reasons for reports being overdue,
including a shortage of resources, the
assignment of insufficient priority, and in
some cases the reluctance of states to
expose themselves to scrutiny.

The uN General Assembly has urged
States Parties to the iccPr which have not
yet done so “to submit their reports as
speedily as possible”.

According to information provided by
the un Centre for Human Rights, as of 31
December 1992 the following states were
at least one year late in submitting their
initial, second or third periodic reports.

INITIAL REPORTS
State Party Datedue Number of
reminders sent
Gabon 20 April 1984 18
Equatorial Guinea 24 December 1988 8
Somalia 23 April 1991 3
Malta 12 December 1991 2
SECOND PERIODIC REPORTS
State Party Date due Number of
reminders sent

Cyprus 18 August 1984 18
Syrian Arab Republic 18 August 1984 18
Cook Islands (New Zealand) 27 March 1985 7
Gambia 21 June 1985 16
Suriname 2 August 1985 15
Lebanon 21 March 1986 15
Kenya 11 April 1986 14
Mali 11 April 1986 14
Jamaica 1 August 1986 12
Netherlands-Antilles 31 October 1986 6
Guyana 10 April 1987 12
Iceland 30 October 1987 11
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 13 December 1987 10
El Salvador 28 February 1986/

31 December 1988* 8

Central African Republic

7 August 1987/
9 April 1989* 7
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Gabon 20 April 1989

Congo 4 January 1990 6
Zambia 9 July 1990 5
Bolivia 11 November 1988/

13 July 1990* 10
Togo 23 August 1990 5
Republic of Cameroon 26 September 1990 5
Viet Nam 23 December 1988/

31 July 1991* 8
St Vincent and The Grenadines 8 February 1988/

31 October 1991* 8

THIRD PERIODIC REPORTS

State Party Date due Number of
reminders sent

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya*** 4 February 1988 10
Iran (Islamic Republic of )*** 21 March 1988 8
Lebanon 21 March 1988 10
Bulgaria*** 28 April 1989 7
Cyprus 18 August 1989 7
Syrian Arab Republic 18 August 1989 7
Trinidad and Tobago 20 March 1990 6
New Zealand (Cook Islands) 27 March 1990 6
Gambia 21 June 1990 5
Mauritius 4 November 1988/

18 July 1990* 11
Suriname 2 August 1990 5
Denmark 1 November 1990 5
Zaire 30 January 1988/

31 July 1991* 8
Panama 6 June 1988/

31 March 1992** 4
India 9 July 1990/

31 March 1992** 3
Madagascar 3 August 1988/

31 July 1992** 6

denotes that the first date is the original deadline and the second date is the ex-

tended deadline.

**  these countries exceeded their original deadlines for submitting their third periodic
reports by at least one year and exceeded their extended deadlines by at least five
months.

***  the State Party submitted single reports identified as second and third reports, but

the Human Rights Committee normally treats such reports as second reports.
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B) BY STATES PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER
CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT

Governments which have ratified or ac-
ceded to the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment are referred to as
“States Parties” to that treaty. Article 19 of
the Convention against Torture requires
States Parties to submit reports to the
United Nations “on the measures they have
taken to give effect to their undertakings
[under the Convention against Torture]”.
The initial report is due within one year
after the Convention against Torture enters

into force for the particular state; supple-
mentary reports are due every four years
and should cover “any new measures
taken”. The reports are reviewed by the
Committee against Torture, the body of 10
experts which monitors implementation of
the Convention against Torture.

According to information provided by
the un Centre for Human Rights, as of 31
December 1992 the following states were
at least one year late in submitting their
initial reports.

INITIAL REPORTS
State Party Date due Number of
reminders sent
Uganda 25 June 1988 6
Togo 17 December 1988 6
Guyana 19 August 1989 5
Italy 10 February 1990 2
Portugal 10 March 1990 4
Poland 24 August 1990 3
Brazil 27 October 1990 3
Guinea 8 November 1990 3
Guatemala 3 February 1991 2
Somalia 22 February 1991 2
Paraguay 10 April 1991 2
Malta 12 October 1991 1
Liechtenstein 1 December 1991 1

C) BY STATES PARTIES TO THE AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND
PEOPLES’ RIGHTS

Governments which have ratified or ac-
ceded to the African Charter on Human
and Peoples’ Rights are referred to as
“States Parties” to that treaty. Article 62
of the African Charter requires States Par-
ties to submit reports every two years to
the African Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights, established under the
African Charter to monitor implementation
of that treaty, “on the legislative or other

measures taken with a view to giving effect
to the rights and freedoms recognized and
guaranteed by the [African Charter]”.

The Commission, composed of 11
experts, reviews these reports. According
to the Secretariat of the African
Commission, as of 31 December 1992 the
following States Parties were at least one
year late in submitting their initial or
second periodic reports.

INITIAL REPORTS
State Party Date due Number of
reminders sent
Benin 21 October 1988
Botswana 21 October 1988

Burkina Faso
Central African Republic
Comoros

21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988

NN



Congo

Equatorial Guinea
Gabon

Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Liberia

Mali

Mauritania

Niger

Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic
Sdo Tomé and Principe
Sierra Leone

21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
21 October 1988
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CSCONDNDDNDDNDNNNDNDNDNDNDNDNDNDNDNDNDNDN

Somalia 21 October 1988
Sudan 21 October 1988
Uganda 21 October 1988
Zambia 21 October 1988
Chad 11 February 1989
Algeria 20 June 1989
Zaire 28 October 1989
Ghana 1 June 1991
Burundi 21 November 1991
SECOND PERIODIC REPORTS
State Party Date due Number of |
reminders sent
Benin 21 October 1990
Botswana 21 October 1990

Burkina Faso

Central African Republic
Comoros

Congo

Egypt

Equatorial Guinea
Gabon

Gambia

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Liberia

Mali

Mauritania

Niger

Nigeria

Rwanda

Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic
Sé@o Tomé and Principe
Sierra Leone

Somalia

Sudan

Tanzania

Togo

Tunisia

Uganda

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Chad

Algeria

| Zaire

21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
21 October 1990
11 February 1991
20 June 1991

28 October 1991
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APPENDIX IX

e —— .
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

14-POINT PROGRAM FOR THE
PREVENTION OF “DISAPPEARANCES”

The “disappeared” are people who have been taken into custody by agents of the state,
yet whose whereabouts and fate are concealed, and whose custody is denied.
“Disappearances” cause agony for the victims and their relatives. The victims are cut off
from the world and placed outside the protection of the law; often they are tortured; many
are never seen again. Their relatives are kept in ignorance, unable to find out whether the
victims are alive or dead.

The United Nations has condemned *disappearances” as a grave violation of human
rights and has said that their systematic practice is of the nature of a crime against
humanity. Yet thousands of people “disappear” each year across the globe, and countless
others remain “disappeared”. Urgent action is needed to stop *“disappearances”, to clarify
the fate of the “disappeared” and to bring those responsible to justice.

Amnesty International calls on all governments to implement the following 14-Point
Program for the Prevention of “Disappearances”. It invites concerned individuals and
organizations to join in promoting the program. Amnesty International believes that the
implementation of these measures is a positive indication of a government’s commitment

to stop “disappearances” and to work for their eradication worldwide.

1. Official condemnation

The highest authorities of every country
should demonstrate their total opposition
to “disappearances”. They should make
clear to all members of the police, military
and other security forces that
“disappearances” will not be tolerated
under any circumstances.

2. Chain-of-command control

Those in charge of the security forces
should maintain strict chain-of-command
control to ensure that officers under

their command do not commit
“disappearances”. Officials with chain-of-
command responsibility who order or
tolerate “disappearances” by those under
their command should be held criminally
responsible for these acts.

3. Information on detention and release
Accurate information about the arrest of
any person and about his or her place of
detention, including transfers and releases,
should be made available promptly to
relatives, lawyers and the courts. Prisoners
should be released in a way that allows
reliable verification of their release and
ensures their safety.

4. Mechanism for locating and protecting
prisoners
Governments should at all times ensure

that effective judicial remedies are
available which enable relatives and
lawyers to find out immediately where a
prisoner is held and under what authority,
to ensure his or her safety, and to obtain
the release of anyone arbitrarily detained.

5. No secret detention

Governments should ensure that prisoners
are held only in publicly recognized places
of detention. Up-to-date registers of all
prisoners should be maintained in every
place of detention and centrally. The
information in these registers should be
made available to relatives, lawyers,
judges, official bodies trying to trace people
who have been detained, and others with a
legitimate interest. No one should be
secretly detained.

6. Authorization of arrest and detention
Arrest and detention should be carried out
only by officials who are authorized by law
to do so. Officials carrying out an arrest
should identify themselves to the person
arrested and, on demand, to others
witnessing the event. Governments should
establish rules setting forth which officials
are authorized to order an arrest or
detention. Any deviation from established
procedures which contributes to a
“disappearance” should be punished by
appropriate sanctions.




7. Access to prisoners

All prisoners should be brought before a
judicial authority without delay after being
taken into custody. Relatives, lawyers and
doctors should have prompt and regular
access to them. There should be regular,
independent, unannounced and
unrestricted visits of inspection to all
places of detention.

8. Prohibition in law

Governments should ensure that the
commission of a “disappearance” is a
criminal offence, punishable by sanctions
commensurate with the gravity of the
practice. The prohibition of “disappear-
ances” and the essential safeguards for their
prevention must not be suspended under
any circumstances, including states of war
or other public emergency.

9. Individual responsibility

The prohibition of “disappearances”
should be reflected in the training of all
officials involved in the arrest and custody
of prisoners and in the instructions issued
to them. They should be instructed that
they have the right and duty to refuse to
obey any order to participate in a
“disappearance”. An order from a superior
officer or a public authority must never be
invoked as a justification for taking part in
a “disappearance”.

10. Investigation

Governments should ensure that all
complaints and reports of “disappearances”
are investigated promptly, impartially and
effectively by a body which is independent
of those allegedly responsible and has the
necessary powers and resources to carry
out the investigation. The methods and
findings of the investigation should be
made public. Officials suspected of
responsibility for “disappearances” should
be suspended from active duty during the
investigation. Relatives of the victim
should have access to information relevant
to the investigation and should be entitled
to present evidence. Complainants,
witnesses, lawyers and others involved in
the investigation should be protected from
intimidation and reprisals. The
investigation should not be curtailed until
the fate of the victim is officially clarified.

11. Prosecution
Governments should ensure that those

APPENDIX IX

responsible for “disappearances” are
brought to justice. This principle should
apply wherever such people happen to be,
wherever the crime was committed,
whatever the nationality of the perpetrators
or victims and no matter how much time
has elapsed since the commission of the
crime. Trials should be in the civilian
courts. The perpetrators should not benefit
from any legal measures exempting them
from criminal prosecution or conviction.

12. Compensation and rehabilitation
Victims of “disappearance” and their
dependants should be entitled to obtain
fair and adequate redress from the state,
including financial compensation. Victims
who reappear should be provided with
appropriate medical care or rehabilitation.

13. Ratification of human rights treaties
and implementation of international
standards

All governments should ratify international
treaties containing safeguards and
remedies against “disappearances”,
including the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and its first
Optional Protocol which provides for
individual complaints. Governments
should ensure full implementation of the
relevant provisions of these and other
international instruments, including the UN
Declaration on the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and
comply with the recommendations of
intergovernmental organizations
concerning these abuses.

14. International responsibility
Governments should use all available
channels to intercede with the
governments of countries where
“disappearances” have been reported. They
should ensure that transfers of equipment,
know-how and training for military,
security or police use do not facilitate
“disappearances”. No one should be
forcibly returned to a country where he or
she risks being made to “disappear”.

This 14-Point Program was adopted by
Amnesty International in December 1992
as part of the organization’s worldwide
campaign for the eradication of
“disappearances”. Similar programs are
available on the prevention of torture and
extrajudicial executions.
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APPENDIX X

e
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

14-POINT PROGRAM FOR THE
PREVENTION OF EXTRAJUDICIAL
EXECUTIONS

Extrajudicial executions are fundamental violations of human rights and an affront to the
conscience of humanity. These unlawful and deliberate killings, carried out by order of a
government or with its complicity or acquiescence, have been condemned by the United
Nations. Yet extrajudicial executions continue, daily and across the globe.

Many of the victims have been taken into custody or made to “disappear” before being
killed. Some are killed in their homes, or in the course of military operations. Some are
assassinated by uniformed members of the security forces, or by “death squads” operating
with official connivance. Others are killed in peaceful demonstrations.

The accountability of governments for extrajudicial executions is not diminished by the
commission of similar abhorrent acts by armed opposition groups. Urgent action is needed
to stop extrajudicial executions and bring those responsible to justice.

Amnesty International calls on all governments to implement the following 14-Point
Program for the Prevention of Extrajudicial Executions. It invites concerned individuals
and organizations to join in promoting the program. Amnesty International believes
that the implementation of these measures is a positive indication of a government'’s
commitment to stop extrajudicial executions and to work for their eradication worldwide.

1. Official condemnation

The highest authorities of every country
should demonstrate their total opposition
to extrajudicial executions. They should
make clear to all members of the police,
military and other security forces that
extrajudicial executions will not be
tolerated under any circumstances.

2. Chain-of-command control

Those in charge of the security forces
should maintain strict chain-of-command
control to ensure that officers under their
command do not commit extrajudicial
executions. Officials with chain-of-
command responsibility who order or
tolerate extrajudicial executions by those
under their command should be held
criminally responsible for these acts.

3. Restraints on use of force

Governments should ensure that law
enforcement officials use force only when
strictly required and only to the minimum
extent necessary under the circumstances.
Lethal force should not be used except
when strictly unavoidable in order to
protect life.

4. Action against “death squads”
“Death squads”, private armies, criminal
gangs and paramilitary forces operating

outside the chain of command but with
official support or acquiescence should be
prohibited and disbanded. Members of
such groups who have perpetrated
extrajudicial executions should be brought
to justice.

5. Protection against death threats
Governments should ensure that anyone
in danger of extrajudicial execution,
including those who receive death threats,
is effectively protected.

6. No secret detention

Governments should ensure that prisoners
are held only in publicly recognized
places of detention and that accurate
information about the arrest and detention
of any prisoner is made available
promptly to relatives, lawyers and the
courts. No one should be secretly
detained.

7. Access to prisoners

All prisoners should be brought before a
judicial authority without delay after
being taken into custody. Relatives,
lawyers and doctors should have prompt
and regular access to them. There should
be regular, independent, unannounced
and unrestricted visits of inspection to all
places of detention.




8. Prohibition in law

Governments should ensure that the
commission of an extrajudicial execution
is a criminal offence, punishable by
sanctions commensurate with the gravity
of the practice. The prohibition of
extrajudicial executions and the essential
safeguards for their prevention must not be
suspended under any circumstances,
including states of war or other public
emergency.

9. Individual responsibility

The prohibition of extrajudicial executions
should be reflected in the training of all
officials involved in the arrest and custody
of prisoners and all officials authorized to
use lethal force, and in the instructions
issued to them. These officials should be
instructed that they have the right and
duty to refuse to obey any order to
participate in an extrajudicial execution.
An order from a superior officer or a public
authority must never be invoked as a
justification for taking part in an
extrajudicial execution.

10. Investigation

Governments should ensure that all
complaints and reports of extrajudicial
executions are investigated promptly,
impartially and effectively by a body
which is independent of those allegedly
responsible and has the necessary powers
and resources to carry out the
investigation. The methods and findings of
the investigation should be made public.
The body of the alleged victim should not
be disposed of until an adequate autopsy
has been conducted by a suitably qualified
doctor who is able to function impartially.
Officials suspected of responsibility for
extrajudicial executions should be
suspended from active duty during the
investigation. Relatives of the victim
should have access to information relevant
to the investigation, should be entitled to
appoint their own doctor to carry out or be
present at an autopsy, and should be
entitled to present evidence.
Complainants, witnesses, lawyers, judges
and others involved in the investigation
should be protected from intimidation and
reprisals.

11. Prosecution
Governments should ensure that those
! responsible for extrajudicial executions are
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brought to justice. This principle should
apply wherever such people happen to be,
wherever the crime was committed,
whatever the nationality of the
perpetrators or victims and no matter how
much time has elapsed since the
commission of the crime. Trials should be
in the civilian courts. The perpetrators
should not be allowed to benefit from any
legal measures exempting them from
criminal prosecution or conviction.

12. Compensation

Dependants of victims of extrajudicial
execution should be entitled to obtain fair
and adequate redress from the state,
including financial compensation.

13. Ratification of human rights treaties
and implementation of international
standards

All governments should ratify
international treaties containing safeguards
and remedies against extrajudicial
executions, including the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
its first Optional Protocol which provides
for individual complaints. Governments
should ensure full implementation of the
relevant provisions of these and other
international instruments, including the
UN Principles on the Effective Prevention
and Investigation of Extra-Legal, Arbitrary
and Summary Executions, and comply
with the recommendations of
intergovernmental organizations
concerning these abuses.

14. International responsibility
Governments should use all available
channels to intercede with the
governments of countries where
extrajudicial executions have been
reported. They should ensure that transfers
of equipment, know-how and training for
military, security or police use do not
facilitate extrajudicial executions. No one
should be forcibly returned to a country
where he or she risks becoming a victim of
extrajudicial execution.

This 14-Point Program was adopted by
Amnesty International in December 1992
as part of the organization’s worldwide
campaign for the eradication of
extrajudicial executions. Similar programs
are available on the prevention of torture
and “disappearances”.
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APPENDIX XI

SELECTED STATISTICS

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP
At the end of 1992 there were more than
8,000 local Amnesty International groups
in over 70 countries. There were more than
1,100,000 members, subscribers and
regular donors in over 150 countries.

PRISONER CASES AND RELEASES
At the end of September 1992 Amnesty
International was working on 3,014 Action
Files and cases featuring over 7,700
individuals, including prisoners of
conscience and other victims of human
rights violations. During the year action
began on 629 new cases. A total of 1,041
cases involving the release of prisoners of
conscience or those under investigation as
possible prisoners of conscience was
recorded.

URGENT ACTION APPEALS
During 1992 Amnesty International
initiated 585 actions which required urgent
appeals from the Urgent Action Network.
There were also 315 calls for further
appeals on actions already issued.
Members of the Urgent Action Network
were thus asked to send appeals on 900
occasions. These actions were on behalf of
people in 82 countries.

The 585 new actions were issued on
behalf of people who were either at risk or
had been the victim of the following
human rights violations: torture — 213
cases; extrajudicial killing or
“disappearance” — 112 cases; judicial
execution — 87 cases; and harassment or
death threats — 115 cases. In 26 cases
prisoners were in urgent need of medical
treatment. (These categories are not
mutually exclusive; more than one concern
may have been featured in an action.)
Other actions were issued in cases of
arbitrary arrest, prolonged incommunicado
detention, detention without charge or
trial, deaths in custody, amputations and
refoulement (forcible repatriation).

REGIONAL ACTION NETWORKS
Amnesty International’s Regional Action
Networks deal with human rights abuses in
every country of the world. During the year
2,416 Amnesty International local groups

participated in the Regional Action
Networks, which worked on the cases of
thousands of victims of human rights
violations.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL FUNDING
The budget adopted by Amnesty
International for 1992 was £12,750,000.
This sum represents slightly more than one
third of the estimated income likely to be
raised during the year by the movement'’s
national sections. Amnesty International’s
national sections and local volunteer
groups are responsible for funding the
movement. There is no central fund-raising
program and no money is sought or
accepted from governments. The donations
that sustain Amnesty International’s work
come from its members and the public.

RELIEF

During 1992 the International Secretariat of
Amnesty International distributed
£247,343 in relief (financial assistance) to
victims of human rights violations such as
prisoners of conscience and recently
released prisoners of conscience and their
dependants, and to provide medical
treatment for torture victims. In addition,
the organization’s sections and groups
distributed a further substantial amount,
much of it in the form of modest payments
by local groups to their adopted prisoners
of conscience and dependent families.

While Amnesty International’s ultimate
goal is to end human rights violations, so
long as such violations continue it tries to
provide practical help to the thousands of
individuals affected by them. Relief is an
important aspect of this work. Sometimes
Amnesty International provides such
assistance directly to individuals. At other
times, it works through locally-based
distributors such as local and national
human rights organizations so as to ensure
that resources are used as effectively as
possible for those in most need. When
Amnesty International asks an
intermediary to distribute relief payments
on its behalf, it stipulates precisely the
intended purpose and beneficiaries and
requires the intermediary to report back on
the expenditure of the funds.
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The mutilated body of a young man lies beneaih the
Universal Ddeclaration of Human Rights. The picture
conveys the human rights tragedies and broken
promises of 1992,

This report, covering 161 countries, reveals injustice

and inhumanity in every region of the world. In dozens

of countries prisoners of conscience are in jails and

camps, Scores of governments sanction the torture or
rape of prisoners. Thousands of people “disappear™ or
are murdered by government agents and “death
squads™. Appalling abuses are also committed by
armed political groups.

Such atrocities must not go unchallenged. The growing
worldwide human rights movement is needed ioday as

never before. This report is the proof’,
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