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" Dear Minister of Local Development,
f#"? It is with deep sadness and regret that we look back at Al-Duwayqga rockslide of 2008,
>~ which left at least 107 people dead, 58 injured and many others still missing. We believe genuine

¥4
L consultations with the people who live in ‘unsafe areas’ in Egypt is the only way forward to find good

solutions and to prevent further avoidable tragedies in the future.

With the active participation of the affected populations, we urge you to develop and implement a comprehensive
plan that protects the residents’ lives and health, and realizes their right to adequate housing; these rights are
enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

We also call on you to immediately put an end to forced evictions in Manshiyet Nasser, Establ Antar and Ezbet Khayrallah in Cairo,
and the 24 other ‘unsafe areas’ identified by the Egyptian government in the 2050 Greater Cairo plan.

No evictions should take place until and unless the procedural protections required under international human rights law have been
put in place. These include engaging in genuine consultation with those affected, an adequate and reasonable eviction notice,

and the provision of legal remedies. House demolitions should not be a precondition for relocation.

We are aware of the challenge of development in informal settlements in Egypt and around the world. We believe the key answer is in the realization
of the human rights of the residents.

Yours sincerely,
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