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The new look youth update �������5678�(������6����9:�

Welcome to the pilot edition of ‘the youth update’, the international newsletter about 
Amnesty International’s work for, by, and with young people. This newsletter replaces 
the older ‘E-bulletin’, and is one result of our new International Youth Strategy. 
Pending the launch of our Major Project on Youth we hope it will be published every 
three months and distributed to all Youth and Student Coordinators in National 
Sections, International Secretariat staff, and partners of AI’s youth work. We have tried 
to create a newsletter with more predictable and practical content, and an attractive 
design. 

We look forward to receiving your feedback on this first pilot issue! Let us know 
whether the different features meet your needs…  Best wishes, Nick Moraitis 
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Taking forward the Youth Strategy ����������;�<��=>���?���@3�ABC��

In August 2005, the International Council Meeting approved the new International 
Youth Strategy – designed to grow Amnesty’s engagement with young people, support 
for youth activism, and the participation of young people in all parts of the AI 
movement. 

Many sections are already taking forward the Youth strategy in their countries - see 
page 9 for a Quick Guide to provide some tips if needed… 

The International Secretariat has also developed a Major Project on Youth growth, as 
part of plans for 2006-2008. This project aims to provide significant support for 
Sections, develop youth-friendly materials & actions around global actions, and ensure 
youth are included in our international decision-making. We are now seeking additional 
financial support. 
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News at the IS ���������#��*��������

The Activism Support Team in the Campaigns Program of the IS has responsibility for 
supporting Amnesty’s youth work. 

 

The team is Daniel Scott (Campaign Coordinator), Lucia Hernandez, Haider Kikaboy 
and Hilary Payne (Campaign Organizer).  In addition, Nick Moraitis has been working 
since October as Campaign Development Officer, developing strategies to strengthen 
youth work as part of OP2. 
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Features this month 

A survey of recent youth activities around the world  
PAGE 2 

The International Week of Student Action 

PAGE 3 

We talk to AI UK about their growing youth work 
PAGE 4 

Amnesty Launches new global youth music project 

PAGE 6 
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Canada 

Organized the ‘Write-for-Rights’ – more than 472 events were organized across the 
country producing nearly 20,000 letters including many schools. 

 

UK 

Have recently co-hosted ‘Afro Reggae’, a famous Brazilian youth music group based in 
Rio’s Favaelas. They performed and promoted Control Arms at The Barbican 
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Germany 

and other sections  

 

launch Make Some Noise, Amnesty’s major new youth and music campaign 

www.amnesty.org/noise 

 

Mongolia 

Are finalizing their new youth strategy which will be presented and discussed at the 
March board meeting. They have also appointed Todko, their International Youth 
Assembly delegate, to the board. 
 

United States 

AI USA has launched the latest edition of its bi-monthly ‘High School Action Pack’ 
which provides clear info and nationally relevant actions for students across the 
country. 
 

Burkina Faso 

Travelled around their country promoting AI to new members through a road-show 

 

Mali 

AI Mali has created a series of radio programs in preparation for the International 
Week of Student Action looking at Control Arms and Violence Against Women. 
 

S. Korea 

South Korean young people wrote hundreds of letters as part of the Global Letter 
Writing Marathon. 
 

Argentina 

Organized a rock-festival to kick off the 15 days of Action to Stop Violence Against 
Women 
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Venezuela 

50 members provided key support for AI’s participation in the WSF, manning stalls 

Protests, distributing promo materials and taking photos for the Million Faces petition 

 

Australia 

is creating a new strategy for youth, hiring a full-time youth coordinator, and holding a 
youth forum at its upcoming AGM. They were also active at the ‘Big Day Out’, a series 
of music festivals. 
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Campaigning globally… week of student action �X G�� 'W�=�333\Y)���]�L=���F��>��
The big issue 

TOPIC: Domestic gun violence against women 

SLOGAN: Women under fire 

MESSAGE: Firearms bought by men supposedly to protect their families increase a 
women’s risk of being killed. 

Most perpetrators and most victims of armed violence are men. Most people killed in 
the home, however, are women.  Men may claim to need a gun to protect their family. 
In reality, guns can turn the home from a safe haven to a place of danger for women. 

In South Africa a woman is killed by a current or former partner every six hours. 

We are campaigning for a Global Arms Trade Treaty to regulate all international arms 
movements and for effective arms control.  We also call on states to treat family 
violence as a serious crime equal to assaults in other contexts. Governments should 
ensure that nobody with a record of domestic violence is allowed to own or carry a gun. 
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The materials 

Poster 

Sticker 

A5 Leaflet 

Also available: an A5 action card and balloons including the campaign slogan 

IWSA Blog:  

womenunderfire.blogspot.com 
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The actions 

Week of Action: 27 March – 2 April 

 

Replicable Action: Wednesday 29 March 

(something that will happen in many places) 

 

•  Choose a public, central point in your town/city 

•  Some women lay on the ground and a line is drawn with chalk around 
them, as the police do when there has been a murder. Mock blood can be 
added to create a bigger impact on the public 

•  Once the line has been drawn around the women a line of people carrying 
toy guns starts marching around them and towards a specific point where 
the guns are piled and destroyed 

•  The destruction can be accompanied by a big bang or some kind of loud 
noise 

 

Sections are also encouraged to organize other activities such as film screenings, 
cycling tours, concerts, and discussion groups, and activities to  gather ‘Million 
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Faces’ for the Control Arms petition. 

AI Mongolia 

has already 

organized 

public events 

and lectures 
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Getting involved… 

Full details are of the IWSA are included in the Action Circular:    ACT 
76/015/2005 

CONTACT: Lucia Hernandez, Haider Kikaboy 

youth@amnesty.org 
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in conversation with… Amnesty International UK 

Nick Moraitis spoke with AI UK’s Youth and Student Team 

Jo Cobley (Co-head of Education and Student Team) 

Anne Montague (Young People’s Coordinator) 

Verity Coyle (Student Coordinator) 

Not pictured:  Richard Riddell (Co-head of the Education and Student team), 
Isobel Mitchell (Human Rights Education Development Coordinator), Dan Jones 
(Creative Advisor), Frances Marshall (Team Assistant) 
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How and when did AI UK's youth and student program begin? 

Our Student programme (in AIUK's case meaning university-based activism) started in 
the 1970s.  We currently have over 100 student groups around the UK.  Our Youth 
programme was set up in 1988 and refers to our work with 11-18 year olds - primarily 
through youth groups based in schools.  We currently have around 550 youth groups in 
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the UK.  We also have a Junior Urgent Action scheme  for 8-12 year olds. 

And in recent years, you've expanded your program and developed a new 
strategy? 

Before August 2004 there was one staff member coordinating both the student and 
youth networks which didn't leave a lot of space for development.  Since then we have 
been lucky enough to have a designated Student network coordinator for university-
based activism and a Young People coordinator for our under 18s activism; Verity 
Coyle and Anne Montague respectively. This has meant that we have been able to start 
work on developing longer-term strategies for both these areas.   
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We have also produced a Youth Participation Strategy as a response to the 2003 
International Council Meeting decision on youth participation.  This strategy has been 
adopted with enthusiasm in the section. 

Do you involve those under 18 in specific ways? 

At the moment our work with under 18s is based around groups mainly in schools.  We 
send them regular youth mailings based around AIUKs priority campaigns and they 
tend to meet at least once a week.   

We have developed a programme of visits to our office - the Human Rights Action 
Centre, so that groups can come and be trained in campaigning techniques and learn 
more about Amnesty.  This also helps us to know them better.  We also have a network 
of school speakers who we support with training and materials.  These volunteers go 
and speak to schools about human rights issues and Amnesty all over the country.   

Last year, young people also attended our national AGM and other key events for the 
section.  For 8-12 year olds we  have Junior Urgent Action  which can be done at 
primary school or at home with parents. 

��#![��!P��v�<	�i(�	
�d <h
�R�!�1
�*
�E	� �����
� '����	
� P*��!<	� '�':
���
� e�'x���
�QJ���
�/ ���	
� P*���3R��	
�I�� �!�� '�':
���j
�567���:�B�1��[(�3�

�f>�!�&�+I�f��!�Q��7<��I�	��M ���~�)���

����Q(���7����S���#<!=�v�E�	��*
�W
�;<=��z��
�> [�	
�I��3�\�����!"�#����'���N��
��������$��9� �̂
	j
����Q�<'D(��)���W
� �<!W
�R��	� ��	(U
�X 
 �̂X G!�
�)��
(�)���s�E�$[U
�;<=�R���U
�I3�

��#�����)*��t	���¢�9����#z(��[(k�a �*��	
�;E<�:(�X �=�!h
�©J:�� '���Q�K9,
�F�E��X �P�8�tP���
��	
� !"#��\�����P2��<�:(�X G!�
�$!=�a '	��2�\���3$Y 2̀�)*�x ���L� �̀��;<=�
67��9�=�K�(�3

�W
��O���W
���� ��N�� 	6P��#��	(�
�W
(�a �*��	����L!=�9���6	
�� '�*�3����Q�=�.�W
�sj�7�a 76�(
�W

�G�	
�s�}2�� <���I���	
� !"#��\��(�Q�K9,
�F�E��X �=�z���\���� ���<	�� *�3�

R��<	�B�+2� 'K'A*�X �'	� (̀�v�	
��H�	
���#K	
��9� �̈����Y �2�Q� �̀��Q��N��Y���Cz�W
�v�	
�I(�3
W� �K#	����#��	(����I��7����k�	�$7U
�S��(2� �*�W
�I�-��v�'E	
���D�*�rx<	�$1�=�n�8�����=��3�

What are some of your secrets for recruiting so many university groups? 

It takes an ongoing annual effort!  Membership of student groups changes rapidly as 
does the student population generally.  In the UK, all universities have a "Freshers Fair" 
in their first week of the academic year, where clubs and societies promote themselves 
to new students (called Freshers here!).  We have the annual Freshers Fair scheme 
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which aims to support existing groups with a great package of materials for the 
beginning of the academic year, and also aims to set up new groups.  This means going 
along to Introductionary fairs ourselves or supporting others to do so.   

 

We then give specific ongoing support to the "developing" new groups that emerge as a 
result until they become established.  Continued support throughout the year is 
important so, as well as regular mailings, we have an annual three day student 
conference in November usually attended by about 250 students, and a training 
weekend in June which really does help to keep student groups motivated and 
informed.  
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Amnesty UK has recently 're-branded'. Can you tell me more about that. Is this 
helping to engage more young people? 

Apart from having some funky new colours and a more consistent look to our 
materials, one of the rationales behind the re-brand was to simplify and humanise our 
message.  As we all know, Amnesty can often be a bit complicated, legalistic and we 
definitely use too many acronyms so  I  think it's helping to engage more people in 
general not just young people! 

 

Are young people represented in AI UK's decision-making? 

Our annually elected Student Committee informs the work of the student network and 
advises us on student issues. Students attend the AGM (with financially assisted 
places), so that they can take part in the democratic decision making processes there.  
Although young people attended the AGM last year, constitutionally, young people 
under 16 don't have the vote.  However, the Board is putting a motion to our 2006 
AGM in April to lower the membership age to 14, which would mean we would have a 
14 – 18 membership category and young people could vote in the future.   
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As a section, over the next couple of years we are also looking at other issues that 
affect our democracy, which will include the relative voting rights of different 
constituencies, including youth groups, who currently don't have a vote.  Although we 
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don't have place on the Amnesty International UK Board reserved for a student, we 
have had a several students on the Board over the past few years. 

 

What are some of your major challenges and priorities? 

Although we've made great progress in the past few years, we still have a way to go 
before Amnesty International UK is truly "fit for young people" in terms of the way our 
democracy works, and even in the way we communicate to our young members and 
activists.  By this I mean that to some extent, for historical reasons, the section is still 
not geared to produce information and campaigning that suits young people and 
students as well as other groups - but we're getting there! 

And of course, we face the constant challenge of maintaining and increasing our youth 
and student group numbers.  Groups have to renew every year at present, and we need 
to make sure we stay fresh and relevant to maintain this interest. 
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What are your hopes for the global movement of Amnesty youth? 

As a global movement, we have to increase our presence in the south, and we believe 
that young people and students will play a big part in that.  We should be better at 
sharing good resources between sections, and expertise.  I hope that we are able to put 
the needs of young members and activists firmly on the international agenda, so that the 
way we work internationally in terms of developing campaigns, materials and selecting 
cases, enables young people and students to campaign and contribute to our goals to 
their full potential.  

 

��	
�����������������C�
����Q�b��v��8�+R��� �AI����

�
*(��a <'�� �<.	
(�/ ���	
�$'1�Q2��E�9(��/ �#0
�I��9*�Y��)���M��#'<=�Cr�#��� 'W�=� P����#��x ��
� 	 �̂I��
|�P�3R(��	
�� ��)�'0
�X 
�&
(��*
�W
����E:�����mK}�Q2�Cr�#�(�3���*��[�Q��9�Q2�I�$�g(

��'x 	
�;<=��#<!=� E��H���� �̈� '��� '	(�	
�)�#1U
�;<=�)�E���.N�#	
(�s�Y=U
�X �1���Sz(�;<=
��X j��
�*�'�+
(��
�W
��
�=�(�X G!�
��'"#:�� '������CW�	
�v�'E	
����/ G.	
(�/ ���	
�$'0


���[�H�$������#̀
�72�I�v�L�,
(�X G!��3�
Young people at the new Human Rights Action Centre 

Protest at the Student Conference 

At the Youth Conference 
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Make Some Noise is a mix of music, celebration and action designed to engage new 
young supporters in Amnesty International’s human rights work.  

Well known artists are re-recording John Lennon songs such as ‘Imagine’ and ‘Power 
to the People’ exclusively for Amnesty International. The recording rights to the John 
Lennon solo catalogue have been generously donated by Yoko Ono. 

Amnesty International will be launching a series of digital as well as physical song 
releases. The first bundle of digital downloads came out on on 10 December 2005, to 
mark International Human Rights Day. The full line up of artists and details of the 
album will be announced shortly. 

The project aims to engage young people in Amnesty’s campaigns (such as Control 
Arms and Stop Violence Against Women, as well as raise new funds for Amnesty’s 
work. 

www.amnesty.org/noise 
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Some of the tracks launched so far 

Mexico's Jaguares serves up a new Spanish version of Lennon's "Gimme Some Truth" 
with a mix of resonant guitars, ambient chords and Saul Hernandez's powerful vocals.  

The Black Eyed Peas’ version of the classic anthem "Power to the People" is inspired 
by hip-hop, breaks down boundaries and cuts across ages, races and backgrounds. 

Electronica masterminds The Postal Service give Lennon’s lyrical “Grow Old with 
Me” a fresh new feel with a beautiful, atmospheric, effects-laden sound. 

Grammy award winners Maroon 5 bring their addictive combination of rock, funk and 
R&B to Make Some Noise, with “Happy Xmas (War is Over)” 

In their first recording since their quadruple platinum album Final Straw, Snow Patrol 
serve up a lyrical new version of "Isolation “ 

With The Cure’s exclusive cover of “Love”, Lennon’s original spirit merges with the 
band’s iconic, signature sound. 

From the favelas of Rio to the world stage, AfroReggae have transformed the classic 
“Imagine” with a funky, soulful sound. 
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Make Some Noise has a small full-time team, and also involves people across the 
IS and Art for Amnesty.  

More info – contact makesomenoise@amnesty.org 
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Quick guide to… taking great photos of activism 

It is said that a picture tells a thousand words. And certainly, if you are organizing 
a public stunt, having a great photo is essential to ensure media coverage and see 
the message reach beyond those present. 

But how often have you been let down when the shutter flicks, or by the bland, 
confusing shots which don't do justice to the buzz they try to capture?  

Stunning pictures often don't need pricey equipment or fine technical skills. With 
some thoughts about what you want to portray, and a bit of attention to your 
surroundings and photographic basics, your images will start to leave lingering 
impressions in heads. 

Here are some practical tips to help you shoot those elusive, perfectly composed 
snaps. 
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Picture 1: Forming small huddles in front of the Control Arms canvas for a close-up 
shot can spice up the scene 

Picture 2: Good public theatre but a clear picture could have publicised this to a 
bigger audience 
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 Quick guide to… planning a section youth strategy 

#1 Begin the dialogue and be prepared 
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Creating change in an organization of any size can be difficult. To build early 
acceptance of the need for a strategy, hold a party to kick off the process, show films 
showcasing inspiring youth activism, and distribute copies of the Youth Strategy 
throughout the Section. To prepare yourself, conduct research on other section and 
organization youth strategies and projects. Read up on strategy development in general. 

 

#2  Engage with all stakeholders 

The Youth Strategy’s objectives cut across every aspect of Amnesty’s work.  This will 
require the participation of many different departments, staff, and volunteer roles who 
may not have always considered ‘youth’ one of their constituencies.  As well as a core 
group of the most critical people, have a broader group that you engage, consult with, 
and keep informed. Overall, don’t forget board members, section directors, 
campaigning media and fundraising staff, the Youth Coordinator, and people who work 
on Human Rights Education. 

 

#3 Hold a Core Group Meeting 

At your first meeting of the ‘Core group’, do introductions, have an inspiring opening, 
conduct an initial analysis of your Section’s strengths and weaknesses on youth, agree a 
process to move forward, and establish a mailing list or other method to keep in touch 
between meetings. Don’t forget to take notes and distribute them to others involved. 

 

#4 Evaluate your current situation 

Before you can move forward, you’ll need to work out where you are at. Find out how 
many young activists you have, how they are organized (such as the size of their 
groups), what languages they speak, and how much money they contribute. In large 
sections, consider having a ‘Show and Tell’ where all staff and key youth volunteers 
can explain their existing work. Conduct a survey. Also, consider asking all student 
groups to devote one meeting to a ‘focus group’ session to discuss their present 
strengths and weaknesses. Also, look at the broader situation outside Amnesty. And 
summarize it all into an evaluation.  

 

#5  Gather implementation ideas 

Your next goal should be to gather as many creative ideas as possible. Consider using 
the objectives of the International Youth Strategy to stimulate thinking. Ask all your 
stakeholders to submit their thoughts. Stress that you’re looking for creativity – not 
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‘business as usual’. And focus on the areas in your evaluation where you identified the 
biggest problems.  

 

#6 Write it all down 

While the format should reflect local needs, the golden rule is ‘short is sweet’. Most 
strategies are going to be around 15 pages or less. Consider including background on 
the process, some key objectives you have, short descriptions of projects you want to 
get underway, and a timeline.  

You might also consider including a couple of diagrams to make it easier to 
understand! 

 

#7 Consult broadly and incorporate feedback 

First priority is to make sure your Core Group is happy, then distribute to others, 
including perhaps other organizations that have similar youth programs to Amnesty for 
their feedback. Engage early and often with those who will make the final decision. 

 

#8 Implement Quickly and Experiment 

Get some activities underway as soon as possible, experiment (evaluate too!), and 
demonstrate success!  This will ensure ongoing buy-in from the Section. Decentralize 
responsibility as much as possible. 

 

#9 Keep in touch 

Don’t forget to share what you learn and achieve with other sections and the IS! 
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This is a summarized version of the 9 Steps to Get Started on your  Section / 
Structure Youth Strategy Guide distributed to YouthNet. If you’d like a copy, 
please email youth@amnesty.org 
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Briefs…. the movement outside ‘the movement’ �J �a �6��PPP�������Q�b���Q�b���

World Bank 2007 Report to focus on Youth 

The theme of the World Development Report (WDR) 2007 is to be youth—young 
people between the ages of 12 to 24. The report will focus on crucial capabilities and 
transitions in a young person's life: learning for life and work, staying healthy, working, 
forming families, and exercising citizenship. 
http://tinyurl.com/bs8zl 
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IANSA launches youth network 

The International Action Network on Small Arms, who are currently partnering with 
Amnesty and Oxfam on the ‘Control Arms’ Campaign have launched a ‘Youth 
Network’ to connect young people working on small arms issues.  

www.iansa.org 

youth@iansa.org 
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Youth take action around World Trade Organization 

Young people participated at the World Trade Organization Ministerial Conference in 
Hong Kong in December 2005, holding workshops, a documentary, and protests. 

vidar@youthlink.org 
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Next cycle of the Oxfam International Youth Parliament will begin in 2007 

Young people committed to positive and sustainable change from around the world will 
be selected to join this network.  Over two years they will work together to develop 
their capacity to effect change in their own communities.  Recruitment will begin in 
2006 and those selected will meet for a global meeting in Australia towards the end of 
2007 

www.iyp.oxfam.org 

info@iyp.oxfam.org 
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Preparing for youth input at Toronto 2006 

Over 1000 young HIV/AIDS activists are expected at the 2006 International AIDS 
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Conference this August in Toronto, Canada. The Toronto Youth Force is gearing up to 
accept applications for the pre-conference youth workshop. 

www.youthaidscoalition.org 

joya@youthaidscoalition.org 
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Conference on ‘Learning in a World of Difference’ planned 

The World Congress of IEARN, the premier network of teachers and students involved 
in international collaborative projects (often technology based) will be held in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, July 1-8 2006. 

www.iearn2006.nl/ 

info@iearn2006.nl 
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Ask an Iraqi, Ask an American 

Shortly, youth will be able to log on to chatheplanet.com and pose a question for youth 
living in Iraq and the United States- the questions will be answered through web-cam 
video statements posted online. This is the first part of a campaign leading up to a the 
production of ’30 nights in Baghdad, an 8 part special of Chat the Planet’, a television 
series which airs in 17 countries. www.chattheplanet.com 

benjamin@youthlink.org 
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Two useful web links 

www.un.org/youth 

The portal to the UN’s youth programs 

www.takingitglobal.org 

A global youth activism network 
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Have news to share? 

Email: youth@amnesty.org  
�����*��v&��=<�` �Q�

«��=R�z����^���c6'�4org.youth@amnesty  

  

HOORAY!  FINALLY LAUNCHING MAY 2006: 

‘Youth Engagement, Activism and Participation 
Good Practices & Essential Strategies for Impact’ 

This guidebook covers internal efforts to attract young people, for example, AI UK’s 
re-branding, AI Netherlands SMS initiatives and AI USA’s Youth Activist Kollege, as 
well as more than 50 external case studies from organizations around the world.  

The case studies are surrounded by tips and tactics from world experts in this field, as 
well as links to toolkits and further resources.  

This dynamically written and illustrated book is an essential resource for the AI 
movement:  volunteer leadership, researchers, campaigners, youth coordinators, and 
youth - as Amnesty engages a new generation of human rights activists.  

It will also be relevant to the work of other partner human rights-related NGOs at 
national and international levels. 

Sections were initially asked to indicate orders prior to the ICM, before publication was 
postponed. If you did not then, we ask that you urgently submit orders now – please get 
them to us by April 7th. We will resend the order form to YouthNet. 
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Featured categories of activities include: 

 video conferences 

 educational curriculum development 
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 websites 

 youth forums 

 advisory councils 

 protests 

 fundraising programs 

 coalition building 

 and much more! 

 

Featured organizations include: 

 The World Bank 

 Rock the Vote 

 46664 

 Cirque du Monde 

 Adbusters 

 Global Nomads Group 

Practical tips on: 

 Building a youth website 

 Including young people in your board 

 Holding youth forums 
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112 page guidebook in 2-colour, 237x148mm 

IS sale price: �£3.00 per copy 

Sections and structures entitled to free copies may receive up to 10 copies free of 
charge and will not be charged for postage. 

Order queries to:  ppmsteam@amnesty.org  

The book is being published initially in English 
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