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JUSTICE FOR SAADIA MOSBAH AND HER COLLEAGUES: NO TO THE 
CRIMINALIZATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS AND 
HUMANITARIAN WORK IN TUNISIA  

On the occasion of the appeal hearing on 2 June 2026, the undersigned organizations express their full solidarity with 

Saadia Mosbah, president of the Mnemty association, and with her colleagues facing prosecution. We denounce the 

increasing criminalization of human rights defenders, civil society organizations and humanitarian actors in Tunisia.   

CONTEXT 

Saadia Mosbah, a prominent figure in the fight against racism and discrimination in Tunisia and president of the Mnemty 
association, has been detained since May 2024. Her arrest was part of a deliberate campaign by Tunisian authorities to 
criminalize associations, human rights defenders, and humanitarian organizations that provide assistance to vulnerable 
populations. This campaign was accompanied by a political discourse openly hostile to independent civil society and to 
those working in protection services and for human dignity. 

As the only member of the group detained, Saadia Mosbah has been held for over two years, including approximately 22 
months of pretrial detention, from May 2024 to March 2026, far exceeding the legal limit of 14 months stipulated by 
Tunisian law. Such a lengthy period constitutes a flagrant violation of the right to a trial within a reasonable time, 
guaranteed by Article 9(3) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). 

Saadia Mosbah was sentenced on 19 March 2026 to eight years in prison after her trial in first instance, along with the 
deprivation of her civil rights for five years, a fine of TND 120,000 (approximately EUR 35,000), and the seizure of her 
assets—phone, computer, and retirement pension, which, although protected by law, had been frozen since May 2024. 
She is currently awaiting the outcome of her appeal. Five other members and associates of Mnemty were also sentenced 
to prison terms ranging from one to three years. Four of them, currently in Tunisia, face imminent arrest if their 
convictions are upheld on appeal. 

In support of Saadia Mosbah and Mnemty, the NGO Protect Humanitarians launched an international petition calling for 
her immediate and unconditional release and denouncing the increasing criminalization of human rights defenders and 
humanitarian organizations. Mnemty, a human rights and anti-discrimination association, is being prosecuted, among 
other things, on the basis of anti-terrorism law 2015-26 and legislation on combating money laundering, which have no 
legal basis in this case. This misuse of laws to criminalize ordinary associative activity constitutes, in itself, a serious 
violation of the rule of law, as recalled by the UN Special Rapporteurs in their joint communication of 14 August 2025 to 
the Tunisian government. They expressed their deep concern regarding the prosecution of Saadia Mosbah and other 
migrant rights defenders and anti-racism activists. Moreover, these prosecutions are taking place within a context of 
increasing repression of civil society in Tunisia. 

The instrumentalization of anti-terrorism laws against civil society constitutes a violation of international human rights 
standards and also undermines the principles protecting humanitarian action and assistance to vulnerable people. The 
UN Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights while Countering Terrorism, in his report to the 
Human Rights Council of March 2024, reiterated that the misuse of anti-terrorism laws against human rights defenders 
and associations constitutes a violation of the freedoms of expression, assembly, and association, and that anti-money 
laundering measures must not impede legitimate non-profit activities or humanitarian aid. 

The signatory organizations also condemn the security-focused approach that dominates migration management in 
Tunisia and the region. This approach criminalizes anti-racist activists and those who express solidarity with all victims of 
racism, including migrants, but also Black Tunisians. The criminalization of activities carried out by the Mnemty 
association, which operates within the framework of Law 2018-50 on the elimination of all forms of discrimination, is a 
direct violation of the principles of solidarity and human rights. The authorities have failed to implement this law, denied 
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the very existence of racism, and repressed those who fought it. Equating assistance provided to vulnerable people with 
criminal activity seriously undermines the ability of civil society organizations to carry out their legitimate mission and 
creates a climate of intimidation incompatible with Tunisia's international commitments. 

Beyond this specific case, the prevailing racist discourse, fueled by political stances that portray migrants as a threat, 
constitutes the environment in which Mnemty operates, and in which its members are now being prosecuted and 
convicted. Finally, we warn of the danger that the normalization of this discourse and these practices poses to all 
fundamental rights. 

We call for: 

• The immediate and unconditional release of Saadia Mosbah; 

• The quashing of all charges against the members of Mnemty; 

• The end of the instrumentalization of anti-terrorism laws against civil society organizations, human rights 
defenders and humanitarian actors providing legitimate assistance to vulnerable populations; 

• The end of speeches and policies that incite hatred towards migrants who are victims of racism, and towards 
those who defend them; 

• Respect for international human rights law and Tunisia's international commitments, particularly regarding the 
protection of people on the move, non-discrimination, dignity, access to protection and guarantees against 
arbitrary detention, collective expulsions and any other human rights violations. 

Signatory organizations:   

• Amnesty International  

• Avocats Sans Frontières  

• EuroMed Rights  

• Legal Action Worldwide  

• Minority Rights Group  

• Organisation Mondiale Contre la Torture (OMCT)  

• Protect Humanitarians 

 

 

 
 

 


