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URGENT ACTION 
 

RELEASE FORMER PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
Sylvain Rabetsaroana, a former senator and presidential candidate, is being targeted by the Malagasy 

authorities in a broader post-coup crackdown on former regime figures since 14 October 2025. On 14 March 

2026, he was arbitrarily arrested during a dawn raid at his residence in the capital, Antananarivo, by armed and 

masked soldiers, gendarmes and police, and held for two weeks without being informed of the reason for his 

detention. He was subsequently charged with criminal conspiracy, illegal firearms possession (with a firearm 

that appears to have been planted), and attempting to assassinate the Head of State. He remains held in pre-

trial detention at Tsiafahy prison in overcrowded conditions, with major concerns for his deteriorating health. 

The Malagasy authorities must drop all charges against Sylvain Rabetsaroana and immediately release him as 

he is detained solely for the peaceful exercise of his human rights. 
 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 
 

President of the Refoundation of the Republic 
Michael Randrianirina 

Palais d'État d'Iavoloha, Antananarivo 101, Madagascar 
Email: spprm@presidence.gov.mg 

Dear President Randrianirina, 
 
I am deeply concerned for 69-year-old former senator and presidential candidate, Sylvain Rabetsaroana. On 
14 March 2026, at around 4 am, Colonel Andriamiarisioa Gervais, accompanied by about 25 armed and 
masked soldiers, gendarmes and police, raided Sylvain Rabetsaroana’s residence in the capital city, 
Antananarivo without a search warrant. During the operation, they destroyed CCTV cameras at the residence 
and denied Sylvain Rabetsaroana’s legal counsel and a bailiff access to the premises. As they completed the 
raid, they took Sylvain Rabetsaroana to the Criminal Brigade where he was held without being informed of 
the reason for his arrest and detention.  On 27 March 2026, he was formally charged with criminal 
conspiracy, illegal possession of firearms and attempting to assassinate you, your Excellency. If found guilty 
of these charges, Sylvain Rabetsaroana risks life-imprisonment. 
 
The case appears to be politically motivated because the firearm he is being charged to have been illegally 
in possession of may have been planted in his residence after the CCTV cameras on site were deliberately 
destroyed during the search. Also of note is that the investigating officer that read the charges to him and 
his family members present confessed that, “the file is empty, but the order came from above,” effectively 
confirming the politically motivated nature of the case. 
 
Sylvain Rabetsaroana’s case is emblematic of an ongoing pattern of repression aimed at targeting, 
intimidating, harassing and cracking down on former officials associated with the previous political regime, 
critics, and young activists since you came in power in October last year. On 27 March 2026, Sylvain 
Rabetsaroana was transferred and has since been held there in pretrial detention at Tsiafahy maximum-
security prison in severely overcrowded conditions. Of urgent concern, his health has been deteriorating due 
to a pre-existing heart condition requiring regular medical care. Just a week after he was taken into custody, 
his family members also became subjected to intimidation and illegal searches and as a result most of them 
have now fled the country. 
 
I call on you and your government to drop the charges and immediately release Sylvain Rabetsaroana. Pending 
his release, I urge you to allow him immediate access to all required health care and ensure his detention 
conditions meet international human rights standards. I further urge you to end the ongoing crackdown on 
individuals linked to the former political administration and ensure the full and effective realization of the 
human rights of everyone in the country, as the country heads to presidential elections next year. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Madagascar’s military authorities seized power on 14 October 2025 following youth-led protests in 2025 demanding 

improved service delivery, particularly access to water and electricity, as well as more effective and inclusive 

governance. 

The new authorities promised reforms but instead, they have deepened repression, under the pretext  of a zero-

tolerance anti-corruption campaign and used unfair prosecutions and broadly framed charges of criminal conspiracy, 

threats to national security and destabilization to target and silence Gen Z activists, civil society members and those 

linked to the previous regime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: French, Malagasy 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 1 December 2026 
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Sylvain Rabetsaroana (he/him) 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/03/from-gen-z-revolt-to-junta-control-madagascars-promise-of-change-is-slipping-away/

