
   

 

URGENT ACTION 
 

IMPRISONED ACADEMIC HELD IN INADEQUATE CONDITIONS 
Academic Bahruz Samadov is suffering after being transferred to a high-security prison facility and 

being denied prescribed medicine for more than a month. His mental and physical health have 

significantly deteriorated in custody. 
 
TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 

 
Ilham Aliyev  

President of Azerbaijan 

19 Istiqlaliyyat Street  
Baku AZ1066, Azerbaijan  

office@pa.gov.az  
 
 
Dear President Aliyev,                     
 
I am writing to express my deep concern about the detention of researcher and peace activist Bahruz 
Samadov and the conditions under which he is being held at Umbaki Penitentiary Prison.  
 
On 23 June 2025, Samadov was sentenced to 15 years in prison on trumped-up charges of “high treason.” 
According to his friends and family, his mental and physical health has deteriorated over the last year while 
in custody. He has twice attempted to commit suicide in prison. 
 
In February 2026, Bahruz Samadov was transferred to Umbaki Penitentiary Prison, a high security facility 
known for its harsh conditions. Samadov has been on hunger strike having lost an appeal against the 
transfer, which places him 70 kilometres from his only living relative, his 83-year-old grandmother, Zibeyda 
Osmanova. He is permitted to make two phone calls every week. At Umbaki prison, Samadov is not 
permitted to access the prison yard at all. He is only allowed access to a one-metre balcony for no more 
than two hours a day. Access to television and radio have been taken away.  
 
On February 27, a medical team from the Ministry of Justice visited Samadov, following his lawyer’s 
request, and prescribed several medications, he did not receive them for more than a month. The last time 
a doctor visited him was at the end of February 2026. However, no representative from the Public Defender 
has visited Samadov after the transfer despite Samadov`s outcry for access to medicine. 

 
I call on you to immediately and unconditionally release Bahruz Samadov. Pending his release, ensure that 
he has access to adequate health care, is held in prison conditions that meet international standards and 
that independent observers and the Public Defender are allowed to visit Bahruz Samadov in detention. I 
also call on you to end the broader reprisals against peaceful critics, journalists and activists.   

 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:office@pa.gov.az


   

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Bahruz Samadov, a PhD candidate at Charles University in Prague, has long been a vocal critic of human rights 
violations in Azerbaijan and an advocate for peace in the South Caucasus. Since 2020, after he co-signed the 
“Anti-war Statement of Azerbaijani Leftist Youth,” he has been publicly vilified by the Azerbaijani state media, 
experts and officials as a “traitor” for his anti-war views and calls for peace. He was arrested on 21 August 2024 
while visiting Baku from Prague and was charged with “high treason” under Article 274 of the Criminal Code.  

His family and his lawyer were unable to contact him for two days following his arrest. He was refused bail, and his 
defence’s petition to move him to house arrest and allow him to contact his family during his pretrial detention was 
denied. 

The charges against Bahruz Samadov stem from his peaceful activism, advocacy for dialogue and peace with 
neighbouring Armenia, and criticism of the expulsion of the ethnic Armenian population from the Nagorno-
Karabakh region, which Azerbaijan brought under its control by military force between 2020 and 2023. His 
writings, published in respected regional and international outlets including OC Media, Eurasianet, and 
OpenDemocracy, were focused on peaceful solutions to the Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict, and on human rights, 
as were his posts on social media.  

The prosecution against Bahruz Samadov was politically motivated, with no credible evidence ever publicly 
presented. The trial was effectively held behind closed doors: only a few individuals, including his 83 year-old 
grandmother (his closest living relative), friends and several activists were permitted in the courtroom for the 
verdict. 

In response to the prosecutor’s request for a 16-year sentence, Bahruz Samadov went on a hunger strike for 5 
days in June 2025. According to his grandmother, he also attempted to take his own life in detention but was 
saved by a fellow inmate. His lawyer and local activists have since then raised urgent concerns over his mental 
and physical health.  

The sentencing of Bahruz Samadov and the academic Igbal Abilov to lengthy prison terms on fabricated charges 
is part of the Azerbaijani authorities’ efforts to suppress academic criticism and discourage engagement with 
politically sensitive topics. 

 
 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Azerbaijani, Turkish, Russian, English  
You can also write in your own language. 
 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 30 June 2026   

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 

NAME AND PRONOUN: Bahruz Samadov (he/him)    

 

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: Azerbaijan: Further Information: Academics sentenced on spurious 
charges of treasonurther Update: Academics Sentenced on Spurious Charges of Treason: 
Bahruz Samadov and Igbal Abilov - Amnesty International     

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/0295/2025/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/0295/2025/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/0295/2025/en/

