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SYRIA: DRUZE ARMED GROUP SHOULD IMMEDIATELY
RELEASE HUMANITARIAN WORKER ABDUCTED 3
MONTHS AGO

Amnesty International calls on Druze armed group in Suwayda to disclose the fate and whereabouts of rescue worker Hamza
al-Amareen and to immediately release him to his family.

On 16 July 2025, the Syria Civil Defence, a search and rescue humanitarian organization, dispatched Hamza al-Amareen, born
in 1992 and head of the Emergency Response Center in Daraa, to Suwayda city in response to a UN call for assistance following
clashes between Syrian government forces and Druze armed groups that had erupted the day before.

A relative told Amnesty International that Hamza’s wife tried to contact him around 7 p.m., but his phone appeared to be off
as her messages were undelivered. It was not until the following morning that Hamza managed to speak to his wife, telling
her, “I am in Suwayda, | am good but take care of your self.” Since then, the family has had no contact with him. The Civil
Defence reported that on 17 July, when they called his phone, an unidentified person answered, confirmed he was okay, and
then hung up.!

A close relative told Amnesty International: “Hamza has three children, two girls and a boy. He recently reunited with his
mother and father. We lived under siege in al-Yarmouk camp during the former Bashar al-Assad government’s rule. Hamza
worked as a civil defence rescue worker there. In 2018, we were displaced to north-west Syria and lived in Idlib, where he
continued his work. He responded to earthquakes, former government attacks on camps, and other crises. After the liberation
[fall of the former government in December 2024], he returned to Daraa to see his parents for the first time in 13 years. He
lived with them for around six months. The house was small, but he missed them so much that it wasn’t a problem. He
planned to settle in Daraa but was dispatched to respond to wildfires in Lattakia. Only two or three days after returning, the
crisis in Suwayda began, so he barely had time to rest.”

Based on credible information received by the family, Hamza al-Amareen was abducted by Druze-led armed groups while
travelling in a car clearly marked as “Civil Defence” with a group of civilian evacuees near al-Omran roundabout. Witnesses
reported that armed men took Hamza and his vehicle, while the group of civilians were left at the side of the road. His
whereabouts and fate have been unknown since 17 July 2025.

Between 11 and 12 July, tensions escalated in southern Syria between Druze armed groups and Bedouin tribal fighters,
resulting in armed clashes. On 15 July, government forces announced their entry into Suwayda city to “restore stability” and
imposed a curfew. On the same day, Israel conducted air strikes against Syrian military vehicles, killing at least 15 government
soldiers. Fighting between Syrian government forces and Druze armed groups restarted, escalating violence further, with
government forces withdrawing late at night on 16 July.

There have been multiple reports of Druze armed groups and Bedouin tribal fighters attacking humanitarian workers in
Suwayda. For example, on 20 July, the Syrian Arab Red Crescent reported “attacks targeting volunteers, an ambulance being
shot at, and the burning of a warehouse and several parked vehicles” in Suwayda.?2 On 13 August, several humanitarian aid
workers were abducted in Daraa while en route to deliver aid in Suwayda.? On 21 August, the Ministry of Interior announced it
had located the abducted workers and secured their release.*
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Internal Security Forces successfully freed the kidnapped individuals from the Jaramana area after they were detained in Daraa Governorate. The release was supervised by the
Internal Security Commander in Daraa Governorate, Brigadier General Shaher Omran, who followed up on all measures to ensure their safe arrival in Damascus.

Following their arrival in the capital, the Internal Security Commander in As-Suwayda Governorate, Brigadier General Ahmed Al-Dalati, received the kidnapped individuals to check
on their well-being and oversee their handover to their families.They emphasized the continued efforts of the security forces to protect citizens and enhance their safety, while
intensifying coordination between the various governorates to ensure the security and stability of society. This reflects the ISF's full commitment to maintaining security and
stability.”], 21 August 2025, https://www.facebook.com/100066378226077/posts/1092188119670452/?rdid=fvCnrFrmSrGLErLy (translation from the original Arabic into English by
Amnesty International).
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