
First UA: 086/25 Index: MDE 23/0244/2025 Saudi Arabia  Date: 1 September 2025 

 

   

 

URGENT ACTION 
 

YOUNG MAN AT IMMINENT RISK OF EXECUTION 
Abdullah al-Derazi is at imminent risk of execution. Abdullah al-Derazi was under the age of 18 at 

the time of his alleged crimes. Abdullah al-Derazi, a member of the country’s Shia minority, was 

convicted and sentenced to death for his alleged participation in violent attacks and possession of 

illegal weapons during anti-government protests in 2011 and 2012 after a grossly unfair trial that 

relied on a torture-tainted “confession”. On 21 August 2025, Saudi authorities executed Jalal 

Labbad, another young man sentenced to death for alleged crimes he committed as a child, raising 

serious fears for Abdullah al-Derazi. Saudi Arabia’s Supreme Court upheld both young men’s 

sentences around the same time without notifying their families or lawyers. Saudi Arabia’s King 

should not ratify Abdullah al-Derazi’s death sentence and should call on the competent authorities 

to quash his conviction and order a fair retrial without recourse to the death penalty. 
 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 
 

King Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud 
Office of His Majesty the King 

Royal Court 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

Phone: +966 8004 000 000   
X: @KingSalman 

 

Your Majesty King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
 
Following the execution of Jalal Labbad on 21 August 2025 for alleged crimes committed as a child, I am 
deeply distressed about Abdullah al-Derazi. As with Jalal Labbad, Abdullah al-Derazi was under the age of 
18 at the time of his alleged crime. The imposition of the death penalty for crimes committed when they 
were children is absolutely prohibited by international human rights and customary law. Abdullah al-
Derazi's death sentence should be immediately quashed.  
 
In October 2023, Amnesty International received credible information that Saudi Arabia’s Supreme Court 
secretly upheld the death sentences of Abdullah al-Derazi and Jalal Labbad. The Specialized Criminal 
Court (SCC) had previously convicted Abdullah al-Derazi of “terrorism”-related charges over his 
participation in protests against the government’s treatment of the Shia minority in the country. The young 
man has exhausted all domestic legal remedies. 
 
Abdullah al-Derazi was convicted and sentenced to death in a grossly unfair trial that lacked procedural 
safeguards. He had no access to legal representation during his pretrial detention and told the court he was 
tortured to “confess”. The court did not investigate his claims of torture and other ill-treatment. By refusing 
to quash Abdullah al-Derazi’s death sentence, Saudi authorities have also reneged on their own promises to 
end the use of the death penalty for ta’zir offences committed by persons below 18 years of age. 

 
I urge you not to ratify the death sentence of Abdullah al-Derazi and to call on the competent authorities to 
quash his conviction and order a fair retrial without recourse to the death penalty. Furthermore, I call on 
you to order a prompt, impartial, independent, and effective investigation into his claims of torture and ill-
treatment recorded in court documents reviewed by Amnesty International, including severe beatings. 
Saudi Arabia must immediately establish an official moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the 
death penalty in Saudi Arabia. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
  

In October 2023, Amnesty International received credible information that the Supreme Court secretly upheld the 
death sentence of Abdullah al-Derazi without notifying his family or lawyer. On 16 October 2023, the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Summary, Extrajudicial or Arbitrary Executions expressed concern at the risk of imminent execution 
of Abdullah Al-Derazi. The young man could be put to death if the King ratifies his sentence. 

In November 2024, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention concluded that Abdullah al-Derazi’s detention, 
along with that of four other young men, Yusuf al-Manasif, Jawad Qureiris, Jalal Labbad and Hassan al-Faraj, was 
arbitrary. The Working Group considered that the appropriate remedy would be to release the five individuals 
immediately and accord them an enforceable right to compensation and other reparations, in accordance with 
international law. All the young men belong to the Shia minority and were younger than 18 at the time of their 
alleged offences. 

In 2025, trusted sources informed Amnesty International that Yusuf al-Manasif, Jawad Qureiris and Hassan al-
Faraj were retried and once again sentenced to death with their cases pending before the Supreme Court. Jalal 
Labbad and Abdullah al-Derazi were not retried at the time.   

On 21 August 2025, Saudi authorities executed Jalal Labbad. Like Jalal Labbad, Abdullah al-Derazi was arrested 
and tried for alleged crimes committed as a juvenile after participating in protests against the government’s 
treatment of Shia minority. Both young men were subjected to grossly unfair trials and sentenced to death.  

The Saudi Human Rights Commission told Amnesty International in a May 2023 letter that ‘the application of the 
death penalty on juveniles for ta’zir crimes has been completely abolished’. Ta’zir crimes, which both young men 
were convicted of, are crimes for which the death penalty is not mandated under Islamic law. The use of the death 
penalty against people who were under 18 years of age at the time of the crime they have been convicted of is 
strictly prohibited under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which Saudi Arabia has ratified. 

Abdullah al-Derazi was 17 at the time of his alleged crime. He was arrested on 27 August 2014 and sentenced to 
death by the Specialized Criminal Court (SCC) on 20 February 2018 for involvement in “riots in al-Qatif, and 
chanting slogans against the state and causing chaos”, “participating in a terrorist network … which aims to disrupt 
internal security”, and “attacking security officials with Molotov cocktails”. He told the court that he was held in 
pretrial detention for three years, during which he had no access to legal representation. According to his court 
documents, which Amnesty International reviewed, he told the judge: “I demand an independent medical 
evaluation to prove the torture that I have been subjected to … The records of the Dammam investigations unit 
hospital prove that I continue to be treated as a result of beatings on my ears during my interrogation.” The court 
failed to investigate his torture allegations, and instead on 8 August 2022, an appeals court upheld his death 
sentence.  

Saudi Arabia is one of the world’s top executioners. In 2024, Saudi Arabia executed 345 people, the highest 
number of annual executions that Amnesty International has ever recorded in a single year for this country. 
Amnesty International’s analysis of Saudi Arabia’s use of the death penalty over the last ten years indicates an 
alarming use of the death penalty for “terrorism”-related offences against Saudi Arabia’s Shia minority. While the 
Shia community comprises an estimated 10-12% of the total population, they accounted for around 42% (120 of 
286) of all “terrorism”-related executions between January 2014 and June 2025.  

 

 

 

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English and Arabic 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 01 March 2026  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Abduallah al-Derazi (he/him) 


