Outcome UA: 73/25 Index: AFR 59/0313/2025 Uganda Date: 23 September 2025

URGENT ACTION

DISAPPEARED OPPOSITION PARTY LEADER RELEASED

On 17 July, Robert Lugya Kayingo — a Ugandan-South African lawyer and President of the
opposition political party, Ugandan Federal Alliance — was arbitrarily arrested by Ugandan
security agents at Entebbe Airport, after disembarking from his flight from South Africa.
He was not seen or heard from for 27 days. On 12 August, he was released and summarily
deported to South Africa. He is now at home with his family in Johannesburg.

NO FURTHER ACTION IS REQUESTED. MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO SENT APPEALS.

Robert Lugya Kayingo is a lawyer and President of the Ugandan Federal Alliance, an opposition political party in
Uganda. On the morning of 17 July, his flight landed at Entebbe Airport from South Africa where he lives with his
family. He had travelled to Uganda to attend his uncle’s funeral. Upon landing, he was arbitrarily arrested by
immigration officers who later handed him over to unknown security agents from an unspecified department. Neither
of the two officials identified themselves nor presented a warrant or explanation for his arrest.

Robert Lugya Kayingo was not seen or heard from for 27 days. With no official information having been disclosed by
the authorities as to his fate and whereabouts, Robert had been forcibly disappeared.

On 12 August, the Ugandan authorities released Robert Lugya Kayingo and returned him to South Africa, with no
charges pending against him. He is now with his family in Johannesburg. Following his release, Robert shared: “/
never imagined an organization like Amnesty International could stand up and fight for me. | am now keen on joining
Amnesty to see how I can fight for human rights alongside others.”

While we welcome the fact that Robert Lygya Kayingo is now free and safe, Amnesty International condemns the
injustice he has endured. His enforced disappearance and illegal detention were intended to stop him from taking
part in political activities in Uganda thus impeding his right to freedom of expression and association.

NAME AND PRONOUN: Robert Lugya Kayingo (he/him/his)

THIS IS THE SECOND AND FINAL OUTPUT FOR UA 73/25

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr59/0155/2025/en/
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