
Unecebo Mboteni
South Africa

LOST HIS LIFE 
WHERE HE SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN SAFE



South Africa Unecebo Mboteni was a lively three-year-old boy who 
enjoyed making friends and playing with his toy cars. 
You could always tell when he was in the room.

On 18 April 2024, Unecebo fell into a pit toilet at his 
pre-school in the Eastern Cape province of South 
Africa. He died the next day.

Two other children have also died after falling into pit 
toilets in the Eastern Cape since 2018. However, the 
tragic loss of these young lives hasn’t been enough to 
ensure the eradication of all pit toilets in schools, 
including day care centres. Sadly, a child’s experience 
of education in South Africa still depends on where 
they are born, their wealth, and the colour of their 
skin. As Unecebo’s father said, “My son died in a 
death trap set up for poor people.”

One year on and the family has had no word from the 
pre-school or Department of Basic Education about 
whether the pit toilet that Unecebo fell into has been 
removed, let alone any progress on the investigation 
into his death. Instead of answers about how this 
tragic incident happened, Unecebo’s family have been 
met with silence.

Unecebo lost his life in a place where he should have 
been safe.

His family deserve answers.

Demand justice for Unecebo Mboteni.

SHOW UNECEBO’S FAMILY 
THEY ARE NOT ALONE IN 
THEIR FIGHT FOR JUSTICE 
Send them messages of hope and solidarity to show 
them you stand with them in their battle for justice.

WRITE TO THE MINISTER OF 
BASIC EDUCATION
Demand that the investigation into Unecebo’s 
death be expedited, the outcome made public 
and that those responsible are held accountable.

ADDRESS:

SALUTATION:
EMAIL:

FACEBOOK:
X:
INSTAGRAM:
HASHTAGS:

ADDRESS:

HASHTAGS:

Minister of Basic Education
Ministry of Basic Education
Private Bag X9034
Cape Town, 8000
South Africa

Dear Minister
Dlanga.S@dbe.gov.za /  
Vangqa.L@dbe.gov.za
www.facebook.com/SiviweGwarubeMP
@Siviwe_G
siv_gwarube
#JusticeForUnecebo, #W4R25

Unecebo’s family
c/o Amnesty International South Africa
97 Oxford Road Rosebank
Johannesburg, 2916
South Africa

#JusticeForUnecebo, #W4R25
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