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UN MEMBER STATES MUST SUPPORT MYANMAR AT CRITICAL HOUR

UN Human Rights Council
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Mr. President,

We welcome the High Commissioner’s report on pathways to fulfil the aspirations of the people
in Myanmar. Myanmar is truly at a crossroads politically, economically and socially.

The situation is bleak, perhaps the bleakest since the 2021 coup — as civilian deaths reach
7,000 and unlawful military air strikes continue, killing civilians in classrooms, at weddings, in
shelters and even during the aftermath of the earthquake that struck Myanmar in March.

Yet many people in Myanmar continue to work towards a future based on justice, truth and
accountability that they hope will one day rise from the ashes of the current conflict. This
includes students, teachers, medical workers, trade unionists, artists, journalists, and many
others whom the OHCHR report has identified as “constituencies for change”.

However, there is a disturbing trend of member states pulling back from aid commitments,
leaving people in Myanmar shortchanged.

Funding is needed now for Rohingya teachers, journalists in exile, college students escaping
war-torn central Myanmar, earthquake survivors, refugees reliant on medical care, people who
are internally displaced by armed conflict, frontline humanitarian workers and dissidents on the
run needing urgent safe houses, among many others.

While states and international agencies fumble on their purse strings, it should not be forgotten
that it is the people in Myanmar that will have paid the highest price. We ask the High
Commissioner and the Special Rapporteur to elaborate on urgent steps that UN Member states
can take to ensure that the people in Myanmar get the international financial support they need.
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