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URGENT ACTION 
 

AZERBAIJAN: TOFIG YAGUBLU’S LIFE IN DANGER 
The life of unfairly imprisoned Azerbaijani opposition figure Tofig Yagublu is reported to be at serious risk. According to 

his lawyer, his health has severely deteriorated as a result of an ongoing hunger strike and the lack of the medical care 

he requires. His family fears that, following years of persecution, arbitrary detention, and alleged ill-treatment, his 

condition may shortly become irreversible. Tofig Yagublu must be released immediately and unconditionally, and granted 

urgent access to appropriate, independent medical treatment. 

 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 
 

Farid Ahmadov 

Minister of Justice of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

Inshaatchilar, Baku, Yasamal, AZ1073 

Fax: (+994 12) 538-08-57 

Email: contact@justice.gov.az 

 

 
 

Dear Minister  

I am writing to draw your attention to the arbitrary detention and prosecution of political opposition leader Tofig 
Yagublu. On 10 March, he was sentenced to nine years in prison on fabricated charges, including fraud and forgery, 
following proceedings that failed to meet fair trial standards. He has been on a hunger strike since 1 April. I am 
deeply alarmed by recent reports concerning his critical health condition and demand his immediate release. 

Tofig Yagublu has been repeatedly arrested, imprisoned, and subjected to ill-treatment over the past decade for his 
political activism and criticism of the government. His most recent trial has been widely condemned for lacking due 
process. The prosecution relied solely on the testimony of an alleged victim and ignored all evidence presented by 
the defence, including serious allegations of procedural violations. Tofig Yagublu began his hunger strike to protest 
the harsh and unjust nine-year prison sentence. 

According to his family, Tofig Yagublu’s health had already been compromised due to inhumane conditions of 
detention in the past. His lawyer, who visited him on the 37th day of his hunger strike, reported that he appears 
extremely weak, has difficulty drinking water and speaking, and had to be assisted while walking by prison guards. 
He also suffers from stomach pains and dizziness. The lawyer’s request to transfer him under house arrest pending 
his appeal was rejected, raising fears that any further delay in accessing the medical care her requires puts his health 
and life at risk. 

The state bears responsibility for the safety and well-being of all individuals in its custody. This includes ensuring 
access to healthcare services free of charge and without discrimination, and providing immediate medical attention 
in urgent situations. Furthermore, everyone has the right to freedom of expression, and no-one should be prosecuted 
or imprisoned for exercising their right to freedom of expression, including criticizing the government. 

I urge you to urgently ensure that Tofig Yagublu receives the medical care he requires — including by transfer to an 
independent, specialized medical facility or a civilian hospital. He must also be immediately and unconditionally 
released, and the Azerbaijani authorities must end the misuse of the criminal justice system to target dissent and 
free speech. 

Your sincerely, 

  

mailto:contact@justice.gov.az
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Tofig Yagublu is a prominent opposition figure, a former journalist and an outspoken government critic in Azerbaijan. 
He is a member of the Musavat Party and a senior politician in the National Council of Democratic Forces – a coalition 
of opposition parties and activists. Yagublu has long been targeted by the Azerbaijani authorities for his criticism of 
government corruption and human rights violations, and was previously imprisoned on fabricated, politically motivated 
charges. 

On 14 December 2023, police arrested Tofig Yagublu as he was exiting the metro in central Baku. They later claimed 
to have found 5,000 euros, 2,500 manats and an unspecified amount of US dollars in his family's home. According 
to his daughter, Nigar Hazi, the money had been planted by authorities during the search. Possession of cash, 
including in foreign currency, is not an offence under Azerbaijani law.  

On 10 March, the Baku Serious Crimes Court sentenced Tofig Yagublu to nine years in prison on charges of “fraud 
resulting in substantial harm” (Article 178.3.2 of the Criminal Code) and “document forgery” (Articles 320.1 and 
320.2). His co-defendant who provided incriminating testimony, was sentenced to eight years in prison. Tofig Yagublu 
has consistently denied all allegations against him. On 1 April, Tofig Yahublu announced a hunger strike in protest 
against the “unfounded, unlawful and dishonourable sentence”.  

Tofig Yagublu was present at his appeal hearing on 6 May but was very weak and not able to stand unsupported. 
According to witnesses, his voice could be barely heard. The lawyers submitted a motion for his transfer to house 
arrest arguing this was a matter of life or death. “I believe this is a humanitarian issue — his condition is clear for 
all to see. Yagublu is protesting an unlawful verdict and has been on hunger strike for 36 days. We cannot move to 
other motions until this issue is resolved. This is inhumane treatment, and the detention measure must be changed,” 
Tog Yagublu’s defense argued during his appeal hearing on 6 May.  The judges denied the motion for house arrest 
without providing substantive reasons and set the next hearing for 20 May. In 37 days, Tofig Yagublu lost more than 
21 kg, according to the daughter.  

Tofig Yagublu’s unfounded, politically motivated prosecution is part of the Azerbaijani authorities’ systematic ongoing 
crackdown on human rights defenders, government critics, independent media and all dissent. Yagublu`s sentencing 
follows a one-and-a-half year long escalation of repression, including the recent imprisonment of other opposition 
activists and journalists on similarly baseless charges. 

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: June 2025 
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Tofig Yagublu (he/him) 
 
LINK TO THE PREVIOUS UA: Azerbaijan: Further information: Prisoner of Conscience Tofig 
Yagublu on a Hunger Strike - Amnesty International 
 

 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/03/azerbaijan-opposition-activist-tofig-yagublu-sentenced-following-sham-trial/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/8963/2025/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/9254/2025/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/eur55/9254/2025/en/

