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NICARAGUA: Human Rights Council

Mr. President,

Over the past six years Amnesty International has continuously documented how the Nicaraguan authorities
enforce a systematic crackdown to eradicate dissent and silence critical voices.

An alarming case that we documented is that of Brooklyn Rivera, a Miskito Indigenous leader and former
parliamentarian, who was arbitrarily detained and forcibly disappeared. Although the authorities admitted to
holding him, his family and lawyer have had no contact with him for 16 months and have been unable to verify
his fate and health condition. His case is part of a broader pattern of persecution against Indigenous leaders,
the criminalization of environmental defenders, and the dispossession of ancestral lands.

State repression in Nicaragua relies on arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances, and the stripping of
nationality as tools of persecution. More than 5,000 civil society organizations have been arbitrarily shut down,
religious leaders are persecuted, and at least 46 individuals remain detained or forcibly disappeared simply for
being perceived as opponents. These may amount to crimes against humanity.

The Group of Human Rights Experts on Nicaragua and the OHCHR mandate are essential for seeking justice,
truth and reparation for such crimes and human rights violations. For victims, these mechanisms are a key
source of hope in their struggle against impunity.

We urge the Council to renew and strengthen these mandates and extend sustained international scrutiny as
well as support for victims.

Thank you.
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