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In times of armed conflict and violence, respect for  
and protection of human rights take on a heightened 
significance. It is precisely during challenging moments  
in the chaos of war and violence that the protection and 
promotion of human rights become even more essential. 

In this publication, the fourth in our series of educational 
explainers, we investigate how education is under attack in 
conflict zones and examine how education sustains dignity 
and is a powerful tool to foster resilience and build the 
foundation for recovery and peace.

INTRODUCTION:  
EDUCATION UNDER ATTACK

In many parts of the world, education is under 
attack. Conflict prevents millions of children from 
accessing education. In 2022 and 2023, the highest 
numbers of attacks on education were recorded in 
Palestine, Ukraine, the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, and Myanmar.1 In each country, hundreds 
of schools were targeted, occupied by armed forces, 
looted, or destroyed with improvised explosive 
devices, or hit by shelling or airstrikes.2 

This explainer focuses on the global impacts of 
conflict on education and why it is important to 
protect the right to education for communities 
affected by war and violence.
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TRUE FALSE

 

THE CORRECT ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS TO THESE STATEMENTS ARE INTEGRATED 
THROUGHOUT THE CONTENT OF THIS EXPLAINER*. AS YOU READ ON, SEE IF YOUR ANSWERS ALIGN 
WITH WHAT YOU LEARN ABOUT THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION IN CONFLICT.

 *and our answers 
are on page 12

1.	 Children lose their right to education during armed conflict and violence.

2.	 In conflict zones, schools are often targeted deliberately.

3.	 In times of war, boys and girls are at equal risk to lose access  
to education.

4.	 Education in conflict zones is just as much about emotional healing  
as it is about academics.

5.	 Peace education programmes are only useful in countries that have 
gone through situations of serious conflict and violence. 

TRUE OR FALSE?
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The effects of conflict and violence 
on education are both immediate and 
long-lasting. They take away critical 
opportunities for learning and for building 
a stable future. There are many negative 
impacts, and they are interconnected. 
Let’s look at a few, and explore how this 
impacts real-life contexts: 

IMPACT OF ARMED CONFLICT 
AND VIOLENCE ON EDUCATION

DESTRUCTION OF SCHOOLS: 
Schools are targeted, bombed or occupied, making 
them unsafe for learning and putting students and 
teachers in immediate physical danger.

DISPLACEMENT: 
Students and teachers flee their communities, 
disrupting education and breaking connections  
to schools.

PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL TRAUMA: 
Students and teachers face long-term harmful 
effects from the violence they witness and endure. 
Teachers generally do not receive sufficient 
training or support to deal with the impact of 
conflict on children.

DISRUPTION OF ATTENDANCE: 
Fear and instability prevent children from enrolling 
in or continuing their education, and some never 
return to school.

INCREASED RISK OF ABUSE AND EXPLOITATION: 
Out-of-school children are vulnerable to abuse, 
sexual violence, exploitation and recruitment by 
armed forces and groups.

POVERTY AND MARGINALISATION: 
Without diplomas or education, children lose future 
opportunities, deepening poverty and inequality. 
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A GLOBAL SNAPSHOT

Russia’s war on Ukraine has destroyed communities, 
including the schools that served them, leaving many 
students without safe places to learn. More than 7 
million Ukrainians have fled the country, and many 
children now face language barriers and limited access 
to education in their new homes and countries. As a 
result of the war and the additional challenges faced as 
a result of forced displacement, millions children and 
young people are at risk of having their education and 
learning disrupted for months or years. For the students 
who remain, the impact on their education can also 
be significant, with disruptions and a lack of quality, 
including indoctrination for children and young people 
living in territories occupied by Russian forces. 

Sudan’s internal conflict between the army and 
paramilitary groups escalated into a full-scale war in 
2023. The impact on children has been devastating. 
According to UNICEF, Sudan now has one of the worst 
education crises in the world.3 By the end of 2024, 17.4 
million children were out of school due to the ongoing 
conflict, representing over 90 per cent of the country’s 
19 million school-age children.4 Many teachers have fled 
for safety, leaving children without guidance or support. 

Haiti faces a severe humanitarian and human rights 
crisis, with children at its centre. For years, the country 
has struggled with political instability, poverty and natural 
disasters. Recently the situation has worsened with 
escalating gang violence and gang leaders threatening civil 
war. Gangs now control over 80% of the capital Port-au-
Prince, causing widespread insecurity and severely 
disrupting education. In 2024, more than 900 schools 
remained closed due to ongoing insecurity. Gangs 
frequently attacked schools, leaving students without 
safe learning environments. Children also face threats on 
their way to school, and many are forced to join gangs. 
In a recent survey, half of the children said security was 
a main obstacle to returning to school.5

Since the military coup in 2021, Myanmar is in a civil war. 
There has been a major increase in attacks on education 
and many schools are used for military purposes. 
Figures from December 2024 estimate that that at  
least 5 million children are being denied their right  
to education, leaving them more vulnerable to grave 
human rights violations, including early marriage, sexual 
exploitation and forced recruitment into armed groups.6 
More than half of Myanmar’s professional teachers have 
been suspended, arrested or have left the profession. 

Although these cases are occurring in different 
continents worldwide, the impacts are strikingly similar. 
In violent situations, students, parents and teachers 
struggle to make safe choices about attending school. 
Displacement, violence, family separations, school 
closures and trauma make learning incredibly difficult 
for children. Without education, children immediately 
face higher risks of social exclusion, recruitment into 
armed forces and gender-based violence. In the long 
run, destroyed education systems threaten an entire 
generation’s future opportunities.
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DID YOU KNOW?

FACT: 
In 2024, around 103 million 
children living in conflict-affected 
or fragile countries were out of 
school. This accounts for one in 
every three school-aged children 
in those 34 countries.7 

FACT: 
The longer children remain out  
of school, the less likely they are 
to return.10

FACT: 
Children with disabilities face 
more barriers to access 
emergency education services 
provided by humanitarian 
organisations, because of stigma 
and inaccessible learning spaces.9

FACT: 
Girls in conflict-affected regions 
are more likely to drop out of 
school than boys.8

FACT: 
Less than 3% of humanitarian aid 
globally is allocated to education, 
despite its critical role in recovery 
and resilience.11
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GENOCIDE IN GAZA: 
In Gaza, the ongoing genocide has severely disrupted 
children’s learning. The education system has been 
devasted as Israeli military attacks have left the 
vast majority of schools, universities, and colleges 
in Gaza either destroyed or heavily damaged.12 By 
early May 2024, UN satellite imagery estimated 
that 85.8% of schools in Gaza had sustained 
damage, with 72.5% requiring full reconstruction 
or major rehabilitation.13 The OPT Ministry of Health 
identified attacks as having killed over 40,000 
Palestinians, including 10,627 children and 411 
teachers.14 The schools that remain have been 
repurposed as shelters for the internally displaced.15 
As a result, children have been left with severely 
limited opportunities to learn, supported mainly by 
the voluntary efforts of local teachers and/or NGOs. 

So many displaced children are living in 
overcrowded shelters, without access to education 
and other essential services. Given the nearly 
complete destruction of schools and the trauma 
from the constant bombings, it has become 

impossible for children to focus and learn. It is 
estimated that the ongoing attacks on Palestinian 
education in Gaza will lead to many years of lost 
learning, undermining the right to education for an 
entire generation of Palestinian children. 

Israeli airstrikes have directly targeted schools with 
an intent to destroy, with the Israeli government 
often justifying this by citing claims of military use 
by Hamas.16 This is despite the fact that many of 
these schools are UN-declared safe zones meant to 
shelter internally displaced Palestinians. Under the 
Geneva Convention, occupying states are obligated 
to protect civilian infrastructure, including schools. 
Therefore, as the occupying power responsible for 
controlling education access for Palestinians, Israel 
has a legal obligation under international law not 
just to ensure children’s welfare but also uphold 
their right to education.

However, the targeting of schools in Gaza cannot 
be seen as isolated or incidental. As Amnesty 

International has concluded after extensive 
research, the systematic mass killing of 
Palestinians and the destruction of their homes, 
reflects an intent to erase not only lives but also the 
possibility of a Palestinian future. This includes the 
impact on education, where “the unprecedented 
scale of the damage and destruction, particularly 
to the education infrastructure, may impact the 
viability of education in Gaza for years to come”.17

IS EDUCATION BEING 
ATTACKED ON PURPOSE? 
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IS EDUCATION BEING 
ATTACKED ON PURPOSE? 

Education is frequently denied and disrupted during 
conflicts. In many cases, education is also directly 
targeted in order to control or oppress people, and 
education itself can become a tool for domination.  
For example:

In Burkina Faso, Cameroon and Niger, violent armed groups 
such as Boko Haram in West Africa deliberately attack 
schools and threaten and commit acts of violence 
against teachers and students. The groups responsible 
for these actions believe in an ideology condemning 
“Western education”, which they view as a threat to 
their beliefs and a tool of foreign influence. These 

attacks undermine the ability of the government to 
deliver education and further perpetuate cycles of 
poverty and inequality. This destabilizes communities by 
preventing a generation from accessing education and 
opportunities for a better future. 

In Afghanistan, after the Taliban regained power, they 
banned secondary education for girls in most provinces, 
cutting millions of young women off from learning and 
opportunities.18 Despite repeated promises by the 
Taliban to let girls access secondary education, the ban 
continues in place and was subsequently extended to 
universities.19 The Taliban keeps imposing more gender-
based limitations, such as women not being allowed to 
travel without a male companion, to use their voice in 
public, to be heard singing or being seen in the windows 
of their homes, further restricting their rights and 
freedoms in all areas of life. 

In Ukraine, the Russian invasion has led to teachers, 
parents and children in occupied areas facing punishment 
for continuing to teach and study the Ukrainian 
curriculum. Some families hide their children to keep 
them from being taken to “re-education” institutions, for 
adoption in Russia, or to be forcefully enrolled into schools 
operating under the Russian curriculum.20 These are all 
actions designed to erase Ukrainian culture, language and 
identity. These experiences then not only disrupt their 
education but also threaten their future and sense of self. 
This type of indoctrination is a clear violation of the right  
to quality and appropriate education.
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EDUCATION, RESILIENCE AND 
PEACEBUILDING 

Amid such challenges, education remains a beacon 
of hope. It provides a sense of normalcy and stability 
during conflict and supports recovery afterwards. 

Conflicts and violence leave deep emotional, 
psychological and social scars on individuals and on 
communities. When conflicts end, the road to justice 
is often slow, incomplete or inaccessible. Education 
becomes a key driver for healing, resilience and 
peacebuilding. It can help individuals process trauma, 
rebuild their sense of identity and restore trust within 
divided communities. 

Investing in education goes beyond individual benefits. 
It reduces cycles of violence, promotes tolerance, 
understanding and social cohesion and empowers 
future leaders to rebuild and sustain peace. Education 
helps societies transition from conflict and fear to  
peace and trust. 
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POST-CONFLICT REBUILDING THROUGH 
EDUCATION: SOME EXAMPLES

In Rwanda and Bosnia and Herzegovina, governments have 
integrated post-conflict peace education programmes 
into the national curriculum.21 The goal is to engage 
youth in fostering tolerance and mutual respect, to 
heal divisions and promote unity and reconciliation in 
societies that were previously very divided. 

In Lebanon and Peru, school programs are implemented 
to integrate Syrian refugees (in Lebanon) and 
Venezuelan refugees (in Peru) into their school systems. 
By providing access to education, these initiatives 
help mitigate tensions between refugees and host 
communities, fostering social cohesion and stability.

In Northern Ireland, after decades of internal conflict, 
integrated schools were introduced to bring Catholic and 
Protestant students together. This “Shared Education 
Programme” encouraged collaboration between schools 
from different communities and religions, promoting 
tolerance and a shared sense of identity. This helped to 
reduce tensions and build bridges in a deeply divided 
society, contributing to long-term peacebuilding and 
social cohesion. 

In Uganda and Colombia, international organisations and 
governments worked together to provide education to former 
child soldiers, offering basic education and psychosocial 
support, working with communities to welcome and 
reintegrate former child soldiers back into society.

In South Sudan and Iraq, international aid organisations provide 
creative arts-based education to help children process 
their experiences, peace education to teach non-violence 
and conflict resolution, and transitional schooling to 
prepare children to reintegrate into formal schools. 
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FROM DISRUPTION TO RECOVERY:  
WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 

We explored how conflicts disrupt the 
right to education and how education 
can foster peace and resilience. Now, 
it’s time to apply this understanding. 
Imagine leading efforts to rebuild stronger 
education systems and support societies 
that protect students and teachers. How 
can your approach support those most 
affected by conflict while upholding 
dignity and inclusion?

SCENARIO 1: 
REPORTING ON EDUCATION  
IN CONFLICT ZONES
You are a journalist assigned to report on how conflict 
impacts education in a war-torn country and how to 
better protect education in conflict zones. 

You are visiting a refugee camp to interview  
NGOs and teachers, students and parents. 

	X What key messages would you focus on in order to 
effectively engage the general public?

	X What questions would you ask to capture the human 
impact of the conflict on education?

	X How would you ensure your reporting highlights the 
resilience and efforts of communities to continue 
education despite the challenges?

	X What ethical considerations would you keep in mind 
when reporting on such a sensitive issue?

SCENARIO 2: 
REBUILDING EDUCATION  
POST-CONFLICT
You are a government official working on 
post-conflict recovery programmes. The conflict 
has ended in your country, but schools are 
destroyed, teachers have fled and many children 
have missed years of schooling.

	X How would you rebuild the education system 
to ensure all children, including girls and 
those with disabilities, can return to school?

	X What steps would you take to address the 
psychological trauma children and teachers 
have experienced?

	X What measures would you take to protect 
children’s safety and prevent schools from 
becoming targets again?

	X How could you stimulate education as a tool 
in promoting peace and preventing future 
conflicts?
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These questions are designed to 
encourage self-reflection or guide 
group discussions. They aim to deepen 
understanding of the challenges and 
responsibilities in protecting education 
during crises.

If you are using this as an educational 
resource or in group work, please 
prioritize creating a safe space for 
discussion and understanding. 
Discussions around war and conflict 
can be emotionally heavy and may 
trigger a stress- or a trauma-response in 
participants with lived experiences. We 
want to emphasize the importance of 
self-care and emotional well-being when 
engaging with this material.

CONVERSATION GUIDE AND 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Education is a fundamental human right and it  
has the power to transform lives. Reflect on the following 
questions to explore how we can make a difference through 
and for education, both during and after conflict.

1.	 Does conflict and crisis mean education should  
be suspended? 

2.	 What role could people like you play to raise awareness 
about the right to education in conflict zones and support 
children whose rights are being violated? 

3.	 How do gender and disability affect access to education 
during conflict, and what can be done to address this?

4.	 How can schools help children and communities recover 
after a conflict ends?

5.	 How can education promote long-term peace and prevent 
future conflicts?

6.	 How can education help children understand their own 
rights and the rights of others?

WANT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
HUMAN RIGHTS DURING TIMES 
OF CONFLICT? CHECK THIS OUT! 

Previous publications in our Rights Revealed series 
on why human rights matter during war and how 
international humanitarian law must be applied to the 
conflict in Israel and Gaza:

	X 	 Rights Revealed: Human Rights and 
Armed Conflict: Part 1: Even Wars Have 
Laws, Index Number MDE 15/7458/2023, 
29 November 2023, available at https://
www.amnesty.org/en/documents/
mde15/7458/2023/en/; and 

	X 	 Rights Revealed: Human Rights and 
Armed Conflict: Part 2: The Escalating 
Conflict in Israel and Gaza, Index Number: 
MDE 15/7459/2023, 29 November 2023, 
available at https://www.amnesty.org/en/
documents/mde15/7459/2023/en/ 

We have various short human rights quizzes 
on Kahoot: https://create.kahoot.it/profiles/
AmnestyInternational 

Our Amnesty Academy has self-paced courses  
on various human rights issues in 34 languages, 
ranging from short courses from 15 minutes of 
learning to longer ones spanning several hours: 
https://academy.amnesty.org/ 
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