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Anmeoty I nternational is concorn0d about t he treatment in cuatody of Nj ehu 
Gntabaki , oditor and publ isher of Fi.n...ill'.!£.Q. magnzine , who waa arrested on 2 
February 1993 out a ide the Na irobi ChiGf Magistrate ' 0 Court . According to press 
report0 eight. plafa1-clothes- pol ice officers seized him ,  bund lF-d him into a car 
and drove off \•.rithout 0.0.ying where they wet'e taking h im or why o The ne:ct day 
polico took him bock to tho oame court and he was charged with publ ishing a 
e0dit ioue publicat ion - the 3 1  January 1993 il3sue of Fi nance which cont ained 
articlon cr1. til0d " Moi fami ly has 150  billion shi l lings abroad " ( US $ 1 .  5 mi l l ion 
equivalent ) and " Steal ing an elect ion" ( r<� ferring to ;;.he December 1992 
p.:l.rlio.msntary and pi:-eo ident: ial 0lect ion0 ) .  The mag istrate re fu sed ba i l  and he 
wao remc.nded in the Industt"ial Area Remand Prison in Nairobi , where cond itions 
a:re hareh and he may be i l l-t reated . 

When ho wac arrested ,  he had just  left the court with his lawyer in connect ion 
with two Garlier. arrests in July and November 1 992 when he had been charged
with the aame of fence and eventually  granted �ai l after several days in 
custody . The Chief Mag istrate set the t r i.al for 1 5  March 1993 . Police had 
soized all  copies of Fi nance magazine on at least three occae iona in 1992 when 
the magaz ine publ iohed artic les crit ici s i ng t he governrn�nt and Pres ident Moi .  

s;i.crmnomm niJ?oru.mTrm, 
The Kenyan authorit i09 have frequently used the charge of "sedition" against
po l it ical opponent s ,  including publi shers or journal ists who have publ i shed 
article□ critical of the government and otherf.l accused of possess ing such 
publ icat iorrn . Cul."rent ly seven other Kenyan j ournalist s ,  including Pius Nyamor2 
of Soc iety magaz ine , are a lso sti l l  facing charges of sed it ion. for articles 
publ ished in 1992  - they could be j a i led fat: up to 10 years on each cha-ge . 
Sedit ion trials in tha past few years have been gross l �• unfair. , and have led 
to the imprisonment of  prisonez:s of conscience . 

At the t ime of Nj ehu Gat abaki ' s  l atest arrest , several other magazines were 
opanly publiohi.ng art icles criticising irregu lar ities by the government and 
rul ing l<cnya African Nat ional Union ( IU\NU ) party in the ·December 1992 
0lcct iono t whore IO'.\NU won 100 seats against the combined opposition I s 88 
□eat □ ,  and crit icis i ng President Daniel nrap Moi who was re-el ected . The 
Attorney Goner�l reportedly warned people against commi� ting the offence of 
□edit.ion by pouBeaaing any sed itious publ icat ion , (�� fined as any publicat ion
having the i ntc;,nt ion to " bring into hatred c ,  contempt or to e,:c ite
clisaffect ion again0t the pcroon of tha Pr1.-1sident or the Government of Kenya" .
The ponai..ty for possessing a " sed itious" publ icat ion i s  up to seven years '
imprioonment . Amnesty International ccmG .iders t hat the applicat ion of the
aodition law violates the internat ional ly recognized right to freedom of
onproooion . 

nlZC0,8i!lb'!IDElD t\C:i!XO!l l l?J\0000 OOll<il tolO!ljt:'Cl!JO/tolonoo/ iimta□/o,rp,:osG omi! oiirooil 
lottoro , 
- cmpreosing concern at tho arrest on 2 !'obruary 1993 of Nj ehu Gatabaki in
connect ion 1·1it.h orticloo ho wrote or publiohed in Finctnco rnagn2ino ;
- oirproooing concern thnt. he has been charged with " oed ition" ,  for which ho
could bo irnprioonod for 10  ycoro ;
- uppoal ing for hio im.111odiato and uncondi{: ional. rolcuno no u. :9riconor of
conocionco imprioonod for t!mpreooing h i□ non-,tiolont op5.ntonc , in
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Pngo 2 of un 38/93 
contravonti.011 of tho i.ntornutlonully i:-0cogniced right to freedom of 
a:tnro:i:Jion; 
- Ut"qing tlwt: .:w long ac ho romoino in cu::itcdy h'-l bo tre:;;t,:,d ht1mnncly
cllcwod regular acco□o to hio family, legal rcprcCecntotivc .:::nd m,;:,dicul 
.U .-:cquil.·ad . 

and be 
doctor 

.!\H'lE!f'1.£l �01 
1) Hie f:::colloncy l?rooident Daniel arnp Hoi
Prooidont of the Republic of Kenya
Offico of tho Prc□iUcnt
P O CJo:: 30510
Nuirobl, I\onyn
To!cgc-c.□01 Prociclont !'-':'.'Ji, nairobi, E(onya
'i'olor.:001 22003 FORBIGURB or 22696 FomnmmB 

(via �-liniotry of l7oroign Aifairll) 
Pam1c:1 + 2SiJ 2 33 7340 (Minintry of Foreign nf:fnir!;)
Gnlutntion1 Your E1,colloncy 
2) Mr Arnao Wake
Atto�ney General
Office of the Attornay
PO i30� 40112
Hair.obi

Gen<?rz.l 

Reny�
Tolog'i:'DOOI 
Pnrcoo1 

n.ttorn�7 Ormor:-ul Hnho, GU.or.lo, n.:iirohi, rtonyo 
+ 2(\5 2 211002

O!i'i:\utctioni. Door nt·tornoy Gono:-al 
W�!GO OF voun APPBIU..□ TO: 
Hr J.:imoa Nareka 
Commi □uionor. of Pri�ono 
I�on�•,:, PriDon□ SE.:rvic8 Headgu.:,,rtcra 
P O EOlt 30:i.7S 
ND,irobi, Kenya 
Hr Charles Gituma 
Aaoistsnt Senior commiooioner 
Itcnya Priaons Service Hcadquartorc 
PO Bo,r 30375 
m::i.irobi, Kenya 
Hr Philip Kilonzo 
commiaoioner of Police 
IConya Police HoadquarterrJ 
Po Box 30083 
Nairobi, Kenya 

Hr Juotlce 1'.lnn H.rinco" 
Chief Juotice 
Low Court8 
po Box 30041 
Nairobi, Konye 
Ur Babu Achieng 
Uairobi Chiof Hngi.atrato 
Law Courts 
P O 801c 30041 
Noirobi, Knnyll 

!ind to diplomatic 1·epr0r.ionto.tivoc of Ronyti c.ccrmUtcd to your country.

!.'LBt\GC BBUO APl?CALS Jr,i,,]EOIA'l'lll.¥. Chacl: with tho Intornr..tion.:il Soci:ct:.nriat, 
or your ocetion office, if con.ding apponlo aftor 29 Harch 1993 • 

- Pleas� ta1·- uction aG soon aa ym.J reci:Jivo this Urg011t Aclion
appGal. Carefully road tho rncommondod actions. if possible,
send a telegram, tolou, fa)( or Empress lettor immediately to one
or more of tho oddrosses given. Other loltors can ba sont
afterwards.

- To!egmmo and lottor� should bo brief 0.nd courtcouG. Stroos ihat •
your concor;, lor hum on rights lo not In o,1y way politically
portloan. Rofor to rolbvont provisions In lntomational low, ouch
ac the United Natio110 Unlvorsol Oocluralion ol Humon Rlghtc:

Article 3 - "Everyone has tho right to lifo, liberty and cocurity 
oi pornon." 

Article 5 - "No ono 0�1011 bo subjected to torture or 
to cruel, lnhumo.n· or dogrcdlng troatmont or punlshm�nt." 

Artlclo o - "No ono otu.111 bo �ub;�ctcd l'O crbitrcry crrc:ii; 
clotontion or Oldlo." 

- Tllo noma ol Amnesty International may bo used, although loners
wrilt�n lfl a privuto or pornonnl capnci.ty may bo mom oHocilvo.

- C9p!os of oppooio should ba sonl to rolovont diplomatic
roµrosontntlvos ln,yvur country.

- In Urg�nt Act/en� cccc3, Amnwty tntornniion::il hen to c:ct rc.p!dly
on boilo.11 of vlcUm'J of umvo Immen ri[ihtJ v!a!oUono. An cpp::ml
lo locuod wh·cn Amno8ty lntomotional bollovcG it hco rccolvcd
roll□b:o and accurcio Information In ouch caccJ. It lo not clwayo
Posalb?o to vcrHy c:!I dotcU□ lndcpond:ntly end In como ln::,tencc�
tho ci!uotloa ouillnod In tho oppcol may c�cago. Urgent Action
portloiponto ore olwoyo noll11od of ,1ny olgniilcont no�1 fccto.

- Cop!:.:;J 01 any rq;i!1:::i.:i rc:dvcrl ffom r;rn,·cmm::n1 ciith:nm:a
·ch rmld b:J cent f;nm:d!r.:,:)ly t'J y.mJr c:.::�llon'o Uro::nn ,Q�::on co­
crdin:.�nror t1:rct1 c� th:::i Ccrn�::-.'.nn c.nd f.�:mb:r.:h'.p C:::::.i1m:nt
o1 ti1:-> On�-:-:mc�lon::l Sc.:;rnimlot. !I Cfij);'C:"J<lc:o, il"lr.r.'.t :;-i::, cW:.::lcl
who hQo ;cn;\�J C1J�.-�.2.r� t���� !:cpt __ �,n�:=c=:'=n=:=(l=c=:h="=:1=g=: =t:=·::::i=c=c=:=o=.="




