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ISRAEL/OPT: PARIS CONFERENCE MUST PUSH FOR AN IMMEDIATE
HUMANITARIAN CEASEFIRE

Amnesty International welcomes French President Macron’s decision to host an international humanitarian
conference for the civilian population in Gaza with the view to coordinate aid for the people of the occupied
Gaza Strip, who continue to endure a devastating military operation on top of the intensification of an illegal 16-
year-long blockade, which is now depriving them of objects essential to their survival, including water and

fuel.

States have a joint and individual responsibility to cooperate in providing humanitarian assistance in times of
emergency. States that are in a position to provide assistance are obliged to do so through international
cooperation and assistance.

We urge the organizers and participants to the conference to push for and insist on an immediate meaningful
humanitarian ceasefire and exercise all required pressure on the Israel authorities and Hamas so that they
abide by this call.

A ceasefire and the lifting of the blockade and recent increased restrictions are required for the delivery of any
sustained, effective, and impactful humanitarian aid for the people of Gaza. A ceasefire should include the
following guarantees:

e The ceasefire must cover the whole of the Gaza Strip and be of sufficient duration to allow for a
substantive alleviation of suffering. It should be predicated on the free and safe movement of civilians
and humanitarian personnel. All parties to the conflict must commit to abide by the civilian nature of
the humanitarian assistance and to refrain from obstructing it and to preventing its diversion.

e The ceasefire should allow for the dead to be recovered and buried, the wounded to be properly taken
care of, the hospitals and clinics to be repaired and to receive essential materials, and other relief to
promptly reach the Strip and be distributed safely and unconditionally.

e The people of Gaza’'s right to access basic necessities to survive must be met. These include clean
water, food, non-food items such as shelter and dignity kits for women, medicine, and fuel.

e The provision of relief must be fully accessible and cater for the needs of young children, the sick and
wounded, older people, pregnant women, and persons with disabilities.

e During the ceasefire all efforts must be made to obtain the release of the hostages captured on 7
October. While the negotiations are ongoing, independent monitors should be given immediate access
to visit the hostages to establish their well-being and facilitate communication with their families and
with consular officials for hostages with non-Israeli or dual nationality.

e Independent observers, including staff from the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,
the Commission of Inquiry for Israel and OPT, the UN Special Rapporteur on OPT, the International
Criminal Court and human rights organizations such as Amnesty International should be given access
to the Gaza strip to conduct investigations into the situation on the ground, including indiscriminate
and disproportionate air and ground strikes and other violations of international humanitarian law by all
parties.
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Amnesty International also calls on the humanitarian conference participants and international agencies to:

e Commit to the long-term recovery of Gaza: there should be a pledge to meet the enormous needs
following the large-scale destruction of Gaza — including reconstruction work and support to those who
have lost their homes and businesses and means of survival. The pledges must be presented with a clear
timeframe for disbursement and not be limited to declarations.

e Recognize the right of the people of Gaza to return to homes and areas where they lived before this most
recent attack and ensure that Palestinians are allowed to return to all parts of the Gaza strip.

e Put the long-term political solution to the crisis on the agenda. This includes addressing its root causes
including the illegal and inhumane blockade of Gaza, which amounts to collective punishment, and all
other dimensions of Israel’s system of apartheid over all Palestinians which is a crime against humanity.
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