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Mr. President,

The fourth UPR review of Pakistan took place at a time when it is facing an economic crisis,
droughts and floods exacerbated by climate change and political volatility. In this context,
Amnesty International welcomes Pakistan’s support for recommendations on the human rights
impact of climate change but we regret its failure to make concrete commitments to prevent
other human rights violations.

We urge Pakistan to swiftly implement supported recommendations on climate change,!
including enhanced social protection programmes, and the urgent adoption of a national heat
action plan and adaptation plans.

Mr President,

Despite Pakistan’s commitment? to criminalize and end enforced disappearances and hold
perpetrators accountable, enforced disappearances of journalists, human rights defenders and
critics continue. We urge the government to end the use of enforced disappearances, disclose
the whereabouts and fate of the forcibly disappeared, hold suspected perpetrators accountable
in fair trials and ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance.

Similarly, Pakistan supported recommendations to protect religious minorities,® and to provide
protections and safeguards against blasphemy laws* yet religious minorities continue to face
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violent attacks and live in fear of accusations of blasphemy that can lead to persecution,
prosecution and even the death penalty or murder by vigilante mobs. As such, we are dismayed
that the government only noted recommendations to repeal blasphemy laws.®

Mr. President,

With essential safeguards in The Protection of Transgender Persons Act 2018 ceasing to be in
effect due to a Federal Shariat Court ruling, transgender people are now even more vulnerable to
harassment, discrimination, violence and even death. We urge the government to commit to
implementing noted recommendations® to protect transgender rights, including by taking urgent
steps to stop the reversal of these protections.

Amnesty International welcomes Pakistan’s pledge to enact the Domestic Violence (Prevention
and Protection) Bill, 20217 and to protect women from all forms of violence. This undertaking
must translate into concrete action by Pakistan to address the ongoing issue of violence against
women. We urge Pakistan to reverse its position and swiftly implement recommendations to
ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.®

Thank you.
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