AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

Al Index: EUR 20/6532/2023
27 March 2023

-Check against delivery-

ORAL STATEMENT
ltem 6:
Consideration of UPR reports: Finland

UN Human Rights Council
529 session
27 February — 4 April 2023

Mr. President,

Amnesty International regrets that civil society was not consulted early in the process of
preparing the government’s response to the UPR recommendations.

Amnesty International deeply regrets that, despite supporting relevant recommendations, the
government failed to adopt the reform of the Act on the Sami Parliament that would have ended
human rights violations identified by international treaty monitoring bodies and enhanced the
protection of the rights of Sdmi people.? The organisation urges the new government that will
take office after the parliamentary elections in April to proceed with this reform immediately.

Amnesty International regrets Finland’s outright rejection of all recommendations regarding
conscientious objectors’ rights even though the civilian alternatives to military service in Finland
are clearly punitive and discriminatory.?

Amnesty International welcomes the legal gender recognition reform, and the support for
recommendations regarding gender recognition for minors as well as protection of intersex
children’s bodily integrity.®> We regret the rejection of recommendations to adopt a
comprehensive LGBTI action plan, which is urgently needed.*

Amnesty International welcomes the new legislation defining rape as based on lack of consent
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as well as Finland’s support for many recommendations on violence against women.> We regret
the rejection of the recommendation to review criminal legislation to reflect the aggravating
factors required under Article 46 of the Istanbul Convention.®

Mr President

Finland’s support for recommendations to facilitate family reunification for refugees and make
the best interests of the child a primary consideration in all immigration decisions is also
welcome,” though we regret the rejection of recommendations to prohibit immigration detention
of children® and reintroduce residence permits on humanitarian grounds® and urge Finland to
reverse its position.

Amnesty International calls on Finland to guarantee adequate resources for the implementation
of supported recommendations related to the right to social security, right to health!® and
climate change.!!

Finally, we encourage Finland to implement supported recommendations as soon as possible
and welcome the government’s commitment to submit a mid-term report to this Council.!?

Thank you.
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