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URGENT ACTION 
 

TWO ERITREANS RISK DEPORTATION FROM EGYPT 
Two Eritrean nationals, Alem Tesfay Abraham and Kibrom Adhanom Okbazghi have 
been arbitrarily detained without any legal basis or access to asylum procedures in 
Egypt since 2012 and 2013, respectively. The two are facing forcible return to 
Eritrea, where they will be at real risk of arbitrary detention and torture. The 
Egyptian authorities must immediately halt any plans to forcibly return Alem Tesfay 
Abraham and Kibrom Adhanom Okbazghi to Eritrea and release them. 
 
TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER 

 
 Minister of Interior Mahmoud Tawfiq 

Ministry of the Interior  
25, El Sheikh Rihan Street  
Bab al-Louk, Cairo, Egypt  

Fax: +202 2794 5529  

 center@iscmi.gov.egEmail:  
 E.HumanRightsSector@moi.gov.eg 

Twitter: @moiegy  
 
Dear Minister, 
 
I am writing to express concern about plans to forcibly return Alem Tesfay Abraham and Kibrom 
Adhanom Okbazghi, two Eritrean nationals arbitrarily detained at al-Qanater Prison for men, north of 
Cairo, to Eritrea where they would be at risk of arbitrary detention and torture. 
 
On 9 September, prison officials forced them to undergo Covid-19 PCR tests at a hospital outside the 
prison and to sign documents in Arabic that they were unable to read, before informing them about 
plans to deport them without specifying a date. Security forces arrested 42-year-old Alem Tesfay 
Abraham at the Salloum border crossing with Libya on 10 March 2012, while 37-year-old Kibrom 
Adhanom Okbazghi was arrested on 30 December 2013 in North Sinai Governorate. According to their 
lawyer, they have not been charged with any criminal offence since and have been repeatedly 
pressured to "voluntarily" return to Eritrea by officials at the migration department of the interior 
ministry. The two men have refused and have repeatedly requested to register for protection with the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 
  
On 23 July 2020, three UN independent experts wrote to the Egyptian government raising concerns 
about the two men’s prolonged arbitrary detention and denial of the right to seek asylum. According 
to a refugee rights activist, shortly after this communication, prison officials verbally and physically 
assaulted the two men, and threatened to deport them. Going ahead with plans to deport them 

would violate the principle of non-refoulement, which prohibits returning anyone to a place where they 
would be at real risk of torture and other serious human rights violations. 
 
I therefore ask you to immediately halt any plans to forcibly return Alem Tesfay Abraham and Kibrom 
Adhanom Okbazghi to Eritrea, release them as they are detained arbitrarily without any legal basis 
and grant them access to asylum procedures. Pending their release, I urge you to protect them from 
torture and other ill-treatment and ensure that they are held in conditions in line with international 
standards for the treatment of prisoners. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

mailto:center@iscmi.gov.eg
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Alem Tesfay Abraham and Kibrom Adhanom Okbazghi fled Eritrea to escape indefinite military conscription, which 
is one of the main drivers compelling people to flee Eritrea. According to a 2016 Amnesty International report, 
deserters are likely to face prolonged arbitrary detention, inhumane detention conditions and torture and other-ill-
treatment. Furthermore, in 2015, the UN Human Rights Council Commission of Inquiry on human rights in Eritrea 
found that "with a few exceptions, those who have been forced to return to the country have been arrested, detained 
and subjected to ill-treatment and torture". 
 
Egyptian security forces routinely arbitrarily arrest and detain refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants in an irregular 
situation. As a state party to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, the 1969 Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment, the Egyptian authorities are obligated to respect the principle of non-refoulement. 
 
 
 
 
PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English 
You can also write in your own language. 
 
PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 8 DECEMBER 2021  
Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline. 
 
NAME AND PRONOUN: Alem Tesfay Abraham (He/His) Kibrom Adhanom Okbazghi (He/His) 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr64/4794/2016/en/
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoIEritrea/A_HRC_29_CRP-1.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoIEritrea/A_HRC_29_CRP-1.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2014/04/egypt-halt-plans-deport-syrian-refugees-and-end-unlawful-detentions/

